History 3365
African American History to 1865

Course Syllabus

Summer Intersession 2012
Instructor: Dr. W. Marvin Dulaney, Department of History, Room 202 University Hall, 272-2861, Dulaney@uta.edu. Office Hours: 4:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m., MTWRF, or by appointment.

Course texts:

Textbook = Hine, Hine and Harrold, African Americans: A Concise History, Volume I. Fourth Edition.
Additional readings:
Frederick Douglass, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, An American Slave, Written by Himself.

Harriet Jacobs, Incidents in the Life of A Slave Girl.

Course Objectives: Students enrolled in this course will develop a concise and detailed understanding of the history of African Americans from their ancestral roots in West Africa through their experience in the United States up to 1865. Specific learning objectives include:

a.
An understanding of the African cultural heritage of African Americans.

b.
An understanding of the impact of slavery on African-American culture.

c.
An understanding of the development of African-American social and cultural institutions.

d.
An understanding of the important role of African Americans in colonial and antebellum American

            history. 

e.
An exploration of some of the major themes in African-American history including enslavement, identity, resistance, nationalism, and the development of African-American culture. In addition, students will have the opportunity to sharpen critical thinking and writing skills by writing essays and book reviews as a part of the course requirements.  
Course Assignments: Students enrolled in this course will write a quiz, two book reviews, a midterm exam, and a final exam. All quizzes and exams will consist of identification questions and essays. All course papers (book reviews) must be submitted through Safe Assign on Blackboard.
Course Format and Method of Instruction: The instructor will primarily use the lecture-discussion format for the course. Classes will consist of interpretive and topical lectures on issues and events in African-American History, and discussions and quizzes on reading assignments, maps, films, and PowerPoint presentations. Students will also view a number of films related to major course themes and topics. Periodically, the instructor will assign documents and photographs from African-American History websites for students to view and discuss in class. 

Student Responsibilities: Students must attend class on a regular basis. Students who cut class will be penalized on their final grade. Students who cut more than two classes will have their final grade for the course lowered one letter grade. Students are responsible for completing reading assignments for each class. Daily preparation is essential and mandatory for this class; the instructor will assume that all students have completed reading assignments for class discussions and quizzes. Students must take quizzes and exams on the dates that they are scheduled. No make-ups will be given. Finally, there is no tolerance for plagiarism in this course!

Please note the University’s definition of plagiarism: the unacknowledged incorporation of the work of another in work that is offered for credit. This includes copying work from books, journal, newspaper or magazine articles, internet websites, as well as the work of other students. All cases of plagiarism and academic dishonesty (cheating) will be referred to the Office of Student Judicial Affairs.    

Grading: The quiz will be worth 15% of the course grade. The midterm will be worth 30% and the final exam 35%. The book reviews will be worth 20% (10% each) of the final course grade.

ADA Statement: The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of federal equal opportunity legislation; reference Public Law 92-112 - The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended. With the passage of federal legislation entitled Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), pursuant to section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same opportunities enjoyed by all citizens. As a faculty member, I am required by law to provide "reasonable accommodations" to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Student responsibility primarily rests with informing faculty of their need for accommodation and in providing authorized documentation through designated administrative channels. Information regarding specific diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining academic accommodations can be found at www.uta.edu/disability. Also, you may visit the Office for Students with Disabilities in room 102 of University Hall or call them at (817) 272-3364.
Course Topics and Reading Assignments
May 14 – Course Introduction and pretest.

             – African-American Historiography.
· African Americans and American History.
· Film: “Free Your Mind” 
May 15 –  The West African Heritage of African Americans. Read Text, ch.1 
· Film: “Africa: Different But Equal.” 
· Quiz.

May 16 – The Slave Trade. Read Text, ch. 2.
· The Origins of American Slavery.
· Film: “Slavery and the Making of America.”  
May 17 – Africans in Colonial America. Read Text, chs. 3 and 4. 

· African Americans and the American Revolution.
· Film: “Rough Crossings”
May 18   – Developing African-American Institutions: Religion and Churches. Text, ch. 5.
· Developing African-American Institutions: Educational, Social and Fraternal.
· Start reading Douglass.  
May 21 – Interpreting Slavery. Text, ch. 6.
· Antebellum Slavery

· Midterm Exam. 
May 22 – Slave Culture and Black Nationalism
· Film: “Frederick Douglass”
·  Discussion of Douglass, Narrative.
May 23 – Jezebels and Mammies: The African-American Female Experience in Slavery.
· Miscegenation.

· Start reading Jacobs, Incidents in the Life of A Slave Girl.
May 24 – The Free African-American Experience. Text, chs. 7 and 8.
· African-American Abolitionists.

· Antebellum Black Nationalism – Defending the Race.
· Film: “Solomon Northup’s Odyssey.” First book review due.
May 25 –  Defending Slavery. Text, chs. 9 and 10.

· The Slavery Controversy.  
· Discussion of Jacobs, Incidents in the Life of A Girl.

May 28 – No class – MEMORIAL DAY HOLIDAY.
May 29 – African Americans and the Civil War. Text, ch. 11.
· Film: “Charlotte Forten’s Mission.”

· Review. Second book review due.
May 30  - Final Exam 
Some Class Rules
1. Come to class on time.

2. Do not plagiarize someone else’s work.

3. Do the reading assignments!

4. Ask questions.

5. If you miss class, find out what happened in class.

6. Review and follow your syllabus each week.

7. Respect everyone’s opinion.

8. Read newspapers and pay attention to current events. 

9. Take notes in class.

10.Avoid making excuses for not doing class work.

11.Drop the course formally, do not just disappear.

12.Take advantage of all opportunities for learning!

13.Stay awake in class.

14.Cross reference your learning.

15. Turn off your cellphone!

16. Turn in all papers and assignments on time!

17. Read! 
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Guidelines for Course Book Reviews
Each student enrolled in History 3365 must write two book reviews. Each student will review the books, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass and Incidents in the Life of A Slave Girl.
Each book review must consist of no less than three and no more than five, typed pages and it should address the following questions:

a. Who is the author?

b. What is the thesis of the book? Why did the author write the book? What is the author

     trying to prove?

c. How did the author address the events and incidents in his or her life that represented the overall African-American experience?

d. What is your opinion of the book? Why did you like or dislike the book?

Remember, you are writing a book review and not a book report. Do not spend too much time and space retelling what the author has presented in his/her book. You should identify the author’s thesis (usually in the preface or in the first chapter), summarize the main points that the author makes, give examples of the evidence that the author uses to prove his/her point in the book, and then give your opinion of whether the author succeeds or fails in proving his or her thesis sufficiently.

Style: Do not use plastic covers or fancy folders. Do not use a title page. Type your paper, double space it, and use a one inch margin on both sides, top and bottom of each page. Place your name on the upper right hand corner of each page of your paper. Start your writing on the first page of your paper after you have cited the authors’ name(s), the title of the book, city of publication, publisher and date of publication. The first page heading of your review should appear as the example below:

James Jones

Jacobs, Harriet. Incidents in the Life of A Slave Girl. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1990.
Begin the text of your paper four single spaces below this bibliographic heading.

Additional notes: Be sure that you follow the guidelines as they are given here. Your book reviews will be graded for spelling, grammar, organization, format and content. Your book reviews are due on May 24 and May 29. Do not waste time, get them done!!! You must submit your book reviews through Safe Assign on Blackboard. 
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