
English 3375
Instructor: Tim Richardson
Introduction to Creative Writing


Summer II 2013

 

M-TH 1-3 pm
E-mail: trichardson@uta.edu

Texts: Three Genres, Ninth Edition, Minot (you MUST get the 9th edition)

Overview:

This course introduces students to some the practices of contemporary creative writing - particularly to the genres of literary prose fiction and poetry - through discussions, readings, writing assignments, and workshops.  All students will compose original works of prose fiction and poetry, culminating in two final, polished portfolios (one poetry portfolio of at least 3 poems, and one fiction portfolio of 8-12 pages). While the primary focus is on students' work, critical engagement with others' work is equally important. Unlike literature courses (which might focus on theme, politics, etc.), the overriding concern here is craft.

Please note that this is both a reading and writing intensive course. Please consider this when evaluating your course load for the semester.  If you are taking this class as an easy elective you should consider another course.
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:
· Develop critical understanding of one’s own writing and writing process.

· Respond critically not only to one’s own work but to fellow students’ work.

· Create and edit documents using word processing or other computer programs.

· Identify characteristics of literary genres.

· Identify major literary or rhetorical terms and figures.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

· Class attendance is required.  This is not a lecture course—this is a seminar that relies on active student discussion and participation. Even if you are absent, all assignments are due to me on the assigned date or you will not receive the points for that assignment.
· I will not accept late papers or assignments unless you have made arrangements with me in advance.  It is imperative that you have drafts ready and copied to hand out to the class on your assigned workshop date. If you do not have your rough drafts with you in class on the assigned day (photocopied and ready to distribute), you will not participate in the workshop and will not receive the points for that workshop round. There will be no make-up quizzes offered, late workshop responses accepted, etc. When you miss points due to a missed assignment, you miss the points. No exceptions.
· All short stories (both drafts and final versions) must be typed and double-spaced.  Poems must also be typed, but single-spaced is allowed. Please use 12-point font, Times New Roman. Always keep an extra copies of your work.  All assignments turned in (unless instructed otherwise) must be typed. No handwritten assignments will be accepted.

· Students will be required to bring additional copies of their work for workshops.  Please come to class with materials ready to distribute.  If you miss your workshop date your grade will suffer (your final portfolio grade for that genre will be lowered by one letter grade and your class participation grade will suffer as well).  Be sure to keep extra copies of your work in case of computer problems.

· Plagiarism will result in immediate failure.

· Two polished writing portfolios (one for poetry, one for fiction) will be produced during the course of the semester. These portfolios will contain work that has been workshopped and significantly rewritten (in other words, no first drafts will be permitted in these final portfolios.)

· Quizzes are given at the beginning of class. Arrive on time in order to take the quiz or you have missed it.

COURSE BREAKDOWN:

This course will be divided into two parts.  The first half of the semester will be devoted to the craft of poetry and the second half will be devoted to the close study of the short story and its elements.  We will conduct workshops throughout the semester. Each student will have works of both genres reviewed and workshopped by small group (4 students per group in poetry, 3 per group in fiction).

GRADING:
The two final portfolios (one for poetry, one for fiction) will be worth 2/3 of your final grade for this course.  These grades are mainly given based on objective standards.  In the text Three Genres we will read and learn about the elements of good poetry and fiction.  Is the structure solid?  Are there specific images? Is the language fresh and considered?  Are the characters developed?  Is the grammar solid?  We will be discussing all of these elements during class discussions.  You don’t have to be a “good” writer coming into this class.  If you do the reading, pay attention in class, and participate in class workshops, your writing will improve.  These portfolios will also be graded on improvement and the effort put into reworking and polishing the initial stories and poems turned in for workshop. You will also be graded on your written workshop responses to your fellow classmates, your class participation in discussions, and your participation in in-class writing assignments. 
Poetry Portfolio:         100 Points

Fiction Portfolio:        100 Points

Participation:              80 Points

· Takehome Assignments: 30 points (6 x 5 points each)

· Pop Reading Quizzes: 30 points (6 x 5 points each)

· Workshop Evaluation Letters/ Small Workshop Group Participation: 20 points (2 x 10 points)

Attendance: 20 points (maximum):

· 0-2 absences = 20 points

· 3 absences = 15 points

· 4 absences = 10 points

· 5 absences = 5 points

· 6 absences or more = 0 points

300 points total, so:
· 270-300=A

· 240-269=B

· 210-239=C

· 180-209=D

· Below 180=F

Feel free to see me at any time during the course of the semester if you are uncertain of how you are faring in this course. I am always available to meet with you during office hours to talk about your writing.

This calendar will be followed as closely as possible; However, some changes during the course of the semester may be necessary.  I will try to inform you of any necessary scheduling changes as soon as possible.  Please check your UTA e-mail account often. This is the only way I have of contacting you.
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE (please note: reading quizzes will take place often. Please come to class prepared to discuss what is scheduled for each day, as listed below).
Poetry
	July 9
	Course Introduction. Discuss syllabus and understandings of poems/poets.

	July 10
	Discuss ch. 27 and 197-199 in Ch. 28.

	July11
	Discuss ch. 29 and ch. 30 in Minot. Hand out take-home writing assign on description (part 1 due 7/15, part 2 due 7/16).

	July 15
	Discuss ch.31, 32 and 33 (in-class rhyme scheme and scansion) in Minot and go over contemporary sonnets (one of your workshop poems MUST be a sonnet - sonnet assignment). Part 1 of take-home assignment due.

	July 16
	Discuss Ch. 34 and 35. Part 2 of take-home assignment due. Continue discussion of sonnets. Bring an interesting travel photo to class. In-class writing exercise on vacation photo (assignment on “Think of a Journey to a Loved One” to be handed out and to be finished at home). ).  Sonnet assignment due in class for workshop group exchange on 7/22.

	July 17
	Turn in “Think of a Journey” assignment (some read out loud). Discuss ch. 36, 37.

	July 18
	“Think of a Journey to a Loved One” due (some read out loud). Discuss prompts for future poems, which are not mandatory, not due next class, and are merely more ideas for possible workshop poems if you don't like the ones you've done so far: writing prompts pg. 1, pg. 2, pg. 3. Also, please note that EVERYONE must bring 4 copies of one free verse poem and the sonnet to class to distribute to workshop group members next class. If you do not bring these to class you will not be put into a workshop group. See above syllabus rules.

	July 22
	Discuss poetry workshop. In-class poetry workshop example.  EVERYONE must bring 4 copies of 3 poems to class today.  Get placed into small groups for Group Workshops and exchange 3 free verse poems with group members.  Take home all copies of poems from workshop group members and write comments using your guidesheet given to you in class.

	July 23
	Workshop sonnet and free-verse poems.


Short Fiction
	July 24
	Discuss ch. 7, 8 and 9

	July 25
	Discuss ch. 10 and 11. Final Poetry Portfolios Handed in to me. Character cluster writing assignment (page 1, page 2) for next class.

	July 29
	Discuss ch. 12,13.  Hand in character cluster assignment (some read out loud).

	July 30
	Discuss ch. 14, 15 and 16 and "The Red Bow" by Saunders (found HERE. Please print out a copy to bring to class or bring a reading device to use in class). Due NEXT class: assignment on Narrative POV

	July 31
	Discuss ch. 17.Turn in narrative POV assignment (some read out loud). Bring printout of interesting item for sale on ebay. In-class group assignment on sale items. Dialogue assignment handed out. Be sure to read “Hunters in the Snow” for next class.

	August 1
	Discuss ch. 18, 19 and discuss dialogue assignment (some read out loud). Discuss “Hunters in the Snow”. Distribute workshop stories next class (with copies for group).

	August 5
	Discuss ch. 20 ,22, and 23. Full-class example workshop (volunteer to bring a few extra copies and read out loud). Break into small groups and exchange short stories.

	August 6
	Workshop stories in small group.

	August 7
	No Class. Writing Revision Day.

	August 8
	Last Day of Class—Final Fiction Portfolios Handed in to Me.


