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Classics 2303, The Classical Roots of English Vocabulary  Spring 2009

TTH 11:00-12:20 in 334 Science Hall

Dr. Charles C. Chiasson, 310 Carlisle Hall (817-272-3216)

E-mail:  chiasson @uta.edu

Office Hours: M 11-12, TH 2-3 and by appointment

Teaching Assistant:  Lyndon Page, 314 Carlisle Hall (817-272-0479)
E-mail: lyndon.page@mavs.uta.edu
 Office Hours Wednesday 2-4 and by appointment


This is a course in etymology or word origins, focusing on the large stock of English words derived from Greek and Latin bases, prefixes, and suffixes.  Etymology itself is just such a word, consisting of two Greek elements:  the base etym-, meaning "true," and the suffix -logy, from the word logos, whose root meaning is "word," but in this context signifies "science/study of" a particular subject.  For the ancient Greeks, therefore, etymology was literally "study of the truth"--in other words, the true meaning of a word according to its origin. For you, etymology is the means to a stronger vocabulary, greater reading comprehension, improved performance in taking exams and writing papers, and a richer life anyway you look at it (except, arguably, economically).


English vocabulary based upon Greek and Latin elements represents one of the most important aspects of our immense cultural debt to Greco-Roman antiquity; moreover, the study of such value-laden terms as "matrimony" (from the Latin word meaning "motherhood") will give us occasion to observe the  social implications of vocabulary that in some cases continue to influence as well as reflect our perception of the world.

           REQUIRED TEXTS A single textbook, chosen for your edification and pleasure, anxiously awaits your purchase at the University Bookstore: 


Charles Dunmore and Rita Fleischer, Studies in Etymology, 2nd edition 


(Focus:  Newburyport, MA 2008)

You will also be required to register (at the reduced price of $10.00) for the online workbook coordinated with this text. In order to do so, go to http://courses.pullins.com (if you are asked for an enrollment key, it is UT9CZ82P5K).  I think you will find the workbook remarkably helpful; it includes a variety of drills and exercises keyed to each chapter, some of which we will do together in class—others you may wish to do on your own time, as a means of reinforcing or reviewing material covered in the classroom.  The workbook also includes such helpful features as electronic “flash cards” (to help you memorize the Greek and Latin elements that are essential to the course) and an online dictionary (which will be useful for completing homework assignments).


COURSE OBJECTIVES  You will demonstrate a knowledge of the meanings of various Latin and Greek verbal elements (prefixes, bases, and suffixes), enabling you to explicate the meaning of many English words.


  REQUIREMENTS  The schedule below will give you an idea of the pace that we will be maintaining this semester:  essentially one lesson per week (the first seven lessons introduce Latin elements; lessons eight and following, Greek).  There will be written homework due most weeks (as indicated on the class schedule below), consisting primarily of exercises in word analysis included in our textbook.  Performance in class and on homework assignments will together comprise 25 percent of your course mark.  The other course requirements are:  2 (two) in-class exams (February 24, April 9), each worth 25 percent of your mark, and a final exam worth the remaining 25 percent.


For EXTRA CREDIT, you may volunteer to make a 10-minute oral report on a favorite Greco-Roman word (and its linguistic relatives), a favorite Greek or Latin base (and its various offspring and relatives), or a similar topic of etymological interest approved by me.  In return for this heroic effort you may add up to five points to your semester average.  Please note that all such reports must be scheduled in advance after consultation with me, and delivered before the last week of classes.


  HOMEWORK POLICY  Homework is due on the dates indicated in the class schedule below.  There is no penalty for early submission of homework; given the considerable press of paperwork for this course, I will NOT accept homework submitted after its due date.  Homework is to be submitted in class and in person; homework submitted otherwise (e.g., by e-mail) will be assessed a 10% penalty.


  WORDS TO THE WISE  All of the lessons in our text contain several Latin or Greek elements (prefixes, stems, suffixes) to be memorized, and for most of us memorization requires both time and effort.  You are reminded that the UTA student handbook recommends two hours of preparation for each hour spent in class; accordingly, you should anticipate up to six hours of home study per week for this course.

          ATTENDANCE AND WITHDRAWAL   In order to do well in this course you will need to attend regularly, with the day's reading assignment completed beforehand.  Although attendance (or lack thereof) will not directly affect your grade in this course, the consequences of non-attendance are predictable: students who often miss class typically get lower grades.     


If you decide that you wish to withdraw from the course, it is your responsibility to initiate the process in timely fashion. (Please note:  students may drop a course with an automatic grade of "W" through Friday, April 3.)  If you simply stop attending class and do not complete the course requirements, I am not allowed either to drop you from the class roll or to give you a "W" for the course.  You will then be graded on the basis of whatever work you have completed.

          CLASSROOM DEMEANOR   Let's let civility be our watchword (in class as in life).  You should expect me to be courteous to you, just as I expect you to be courteous to me and to one another.  I expect you to show up for class on time and (barring unforeseen developments) to stay for the entire period.  During class you must either pay attention to me or foster the illusion that you are doing so--I won't tolerate people who are ostentatiously reading the Shorthorn, for example, or doing work for another course, or creating a disturbance that distracts me or other students.  


CELL PHONES and other focus-impairing electronic devices are—for some, and arguably—a necessary evil outside of class.  During class, they are simply and inescapably evil.  Please turn them off, lest you distract me, yourself, and/or others.  If, in the event of an emergency, you simply must take a call, excuse yourself from class and take your business elsewhere.


AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT    UTA is committed to both the spirit and letter of federal equal opportunity legislation.  As a faculty member, I am required by law to provide "reasonable accommodation" to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability.  Student responsibility primarily lies in informing faculty at the beginning of the semester of the need for such accommodation, and in providing authorized documentation through designated administrative channels.


ACADEMIC DISHONESTY   Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated in any form.  All persons involved in academic dishonesty will be disciplined in accordance with University regulations and procedures.  Discipline may include suspension or expulsion from the University.


"Scholastic dishonesty includes but is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student or the attempt to commit such acts."  (Regents' Rules and Regulations, Part One, Chapter VI, Section 3, Subsection 3.2, Subdivision 3.22)

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

[All assignments are in Dunmore and Fleischer.  Read through each lesson before the class for which it is assigned; also note homework (HW) due dates, which are inexorable.]

January

   20  
T  
Introduction:  English in its Indo-European Context; Greek, 





Latin, and the History of the English Language






[relevant retrospective reading:  Introduction, pp. 1-





23]


   22  
TH 
Dictionaries and Definitions


   27  
T  
Lesson 1


   29 
TH
Lesson 1, cont’d. 

February


3
T
Lesson 2 [HW: Lesson 1 due]


5
TH
Lesson 2, cont’d.

10
T
Lesson 3 [HW: Lesson 2 due]


12 
TH
Lesson 3, cont’d.


17
T
Lesson 4 [HW: Lesson 3 due]


19
TH
Lesson 4, cont’d 


24
T
EXAM #1 


26
TH
Lesson 5

March


3
T
Lesson 5, cont’d.


5
TH
Lesson 6 [HW: Lesson 5 due]

10
T
Lesson 6, cont’d

12
TH
Lesson 7 [HW: Lesson 6 due]

SPRING BREAK!


24
T
Lesson 7, cont’d.


26
TH
Lesson 8 [HW: Lesson 7 due]



31
T
Lesson 8, cont’d 

April


2
TH
Lesson 9 [HW: Lesson 8 due]


7
T
Lesson 9, cont’d.

9
TH
EXAM #2
14
T
Lesson 10

16
TH
Lesson 10, cont’d.

21
T
Lesson 11 [HW: Lesson 10 due]


23
TH
Lesson 11, cont’d.


28
T
Lesson 12 [HW: Lesson 11 due]



30
TH      Lesson 12, cont’d.

May

5
T
Lesson 13 [HW: Lesson 12 due]

7
TH
Lesson 13, cont’d.


12
T
FINAL EXAM, 11 am - 1:30 pm 

[Throughout the semester you will also need  ready access to, and perhaps legal possession of, a good abridged ("desk-sized" or "collegiate") English dictionary.  If you do not own one already and can afford to buy one, I would recommend any of the following:

     Merriam Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, Eleventh Edition 

     The American Heritage College Dictionary, Fourth Edition 

     Random House Webster's College Dictionary

     Webster's New World College Dictionary, Fourth Edition (my personal favorite)

Each of these dictionaries has a list price within shouting distance of $25.00, but lower discount prices may be available at some area bookstores or on-line. The most recent editions also include CD-ROM versions for computer access, which will enable those of you with laptops to bring your dictionary to class with a minimum of physical effort (having your dictionary in class, while not required, is likely to be handy from time to time).  These electronic versions are more detailed and reliable than the dictionaries that are available for free on-line.]

