                                          Math 0301 TSI/THEA Fall 2013


                                     Math 0301 TSI/ THEA Test Preparation 
Instructor: Pat Ellington

Office: 317 Pickard Hall

Phone: 817-272-3261

Email: ppellington@gmail.com 

Course Description: 

This course reviews topics covered on the THEA Test including algebraic operations, linear equations and inequalities, polynomials, rational expressions, factoring, exponents and radicals, quadratic equations, basic geometry concepts, word problems and problem solving, data interpretation and analysis, and logical relationships. 

Student Learning Outcomes: 

To provide students with the algebra/geometry background required on  the THEA Test.

Required Materials:

The required textbooks for this course are two bundled books: 
 
1. ISBN 9780495967897:  The THEA Readiness Guide by Patricia Ellington 
 
2.   The TASP Handbook Solutions Manual. 
These textbook are sold at the UTA Bookstore. Make sure you have BOTH. Purchase your books online ONLY at http://www.uta.edu/bookstore/.  The Solutions Manual which is packaged with the textbook will be of great help to you.  Problems are worked in detail in this book and offer you many solved problems to use as additional examples.
Graphing Calculators may NOT be used on the final exam, and students should learn to work problems without a graphing calculator.  A simple calculator is permitted.
Hours of Credit:

If you successfully complete this course, you will receive three (3) hours of college credit. However, these hours do not count towards a degree.  You will also receive credit for completion of your THEA Test if you pass the course.
Grade Weights:

There will be 11 Lesson tests, as well as three Exams and a Final Exam. The Lesson Test average will count as 25% of your grade, the test Exam average will count as 50% and the Final Exam will count as 25%. 

Grading Scale:

Pass (P): 70 - 100

Fail (F): below 70.  A grade of F in this course will affect your GPA.
Withdraw (W): You are only permitted to drop this course if you have passed the THEA test. You will receive a W if you drop this class by the official drop date
with an average of 70 or above. See the Academic Calendar at http://www.uta.edu/uta/acadcal/index.php?session=20086 for official drop dates. 
Attendance:
There is an assignment, a lesson test, or an exam due each week of the semester. You must complete these by the due dates found in the course schedule in order to meet your attendance requirement. If you fall three or more weeks behind, you will receive a grade of F for the course. 

Expectations for Out-of-Class Study:

A general rule of thumb is this: for every credit hour earned, a student should spend 3 hours per week working outside of class. Hence, a 3-credit course might have a minimum expectation of 9 hours of reading, study, etc.  Students enrolled in this course should expect to spend at least an additional 3 hours per week of their own time in course-related activities, including reading required materials, completing assignments, preparing for exams, etc. 

Lesson Tests:

Lesson Tests are located online in the course materials under the Testing tab.  Each consists of 20 multiple choice questions, except Lesson test 11, which consists of 15 questions. You will have 90 minutes to complete each Lesson Test.  Lesson Tests must be completed once they are opened.  You CANNOT save a test and reenter it at a later time.
Homework:
In your textbook, there are homework problems at the end of each Lesson. Completing these homework assignments is crucial to your success in the class!   Consider the homework problems as a good review for your Lesson Tests. Solutions to the homework problems can be found in the Solutions Guide. If you are having trouble with the material, get help at once.  Do not fall behind. 
Exams:

There will be three exams during the semester.  Each exam will consist of 20 multiple choice questions. You will have 90 minutes to complete the exams.  Each exam covers several Lessons.
Final Exam:

A proctored Final Exam will be given on the date shown in the syllabus schedule at 9am on the UTA campus.  The Math Department office will determine the location of the final exam, and your instructor will notify you of the location via email at least one week before the final exam.  Graphing Calculators may NOT be used on the final exam, so students should learn to work the problems without a graphing calculator.  Students who are absolutely unable to travel to the UTA campus for the final exam must follow the UTA Math Department guidelines for proctored exams. According to these procedures, proctored exams must be taken and supervised at an official testing center at a college or university. If a student lives more than an hour and a half drive from a testing center at a college or university, then other arrangements may be made. Arrangements must be approved in advance. It is the student's responsibility to: 1) contact the UTA Math Department for proctoring information, 2) make arrangements with a proctor, 3) submit proctor choice to the Math Department Office for approval at least FOUR WEEKS prior to exam date, 4) pay any testing fees, if applicable, 5) read, sign, and return the Policy Statement to proctor at time of exam, and 6) take exam during pre-arranged time. 

Course Schedule:  The last page of this syllabus contains the Course Schedule, and deadlines are listed there.  Find this page and print it for your own use.  
Disability Accommodations:

At UTA we are dedicated to assisting all students with disabilities. If you have a disability which requires specific accommodations, you must inform your instructor in writing at the beginning of the semester and register at the Office of Students with Disabilities. If you have a disability, please let your instructor know as soon as possible. To contact the Office of Students with Disabilities, you may call (817) 272-3364, email Ron Venable, Assistant Director, or visit their web page http://www.uta.edu/disability/.

Academic Integrity: 
All students enrolled in this course are expected to adhere to the UT Arlington Honor Code:

I pledge, on my honor, to uphold UT Arlington’s tradition of academic integrity, a tradition that values hard work and honest effort in the pursuit of academic excellence. 

I promise that I will submit only work that I personally create or contribute to group collaborations, and I will appropriately reference any work from other sources. I will follow the highest standards of integrity and uphold the spirit of the Honor Code.

ANY STUDENT FOUND CHEATING WILL RECEIVE AN AUTOMATIC GRADE OF F FOR THE COURSE.
TSI/THEA Requirements: 

Until you have passed the THEA test, you cannot drop this class.

If you pass THEA while taking this course before the final exam, you may drop this class with a grade of P but only if you notify your instructor that you have passed the THEA test by sending a copy of your test results to the instructor. You will not be required to continue to participate in the course.  REMEMBER- YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR SENDING NOTIFICATION TO THE INSTRUCTOR IF YOU PASS THE THEA BEFORE THE DATE OF THE FINAL EXAM SCHEDULED FOR THIS CLASS.

Lecture:

Each lesson includes an online lecture presentation which follows the chapter outline in your book. It is recommended that you view each lecture as a whole. 

Discussion Board: 
The Discussion Board provides you with a forum for asking fellow students questions about course content. Access the Discussion Board via the "Discussions" button in the Blackboard navigation menu. This is a place for you to interact with your fellow students and ask questions of your peers. Other students in this course are an excellent resource for help with questions about your homework or the course in general. 
Announcements:

The instructor will post course announcements on the opening page of the course website.  Students are responsible for reading each of these and being aware of the included information.  It is your responsibility to access the course website regularly in order to inform yourself of all relevant course information.  Much of the supplemental information and instruction in the course will be presented in this way; do not expect to be e-mailed individually with course information updates.

Interactive Exercises: 

Each lesson will contain at least one interactive exercise which will provide you with practice problems. If you do not answer the problem correctly, go back to the section and review before proceeding to the homework. 

Communication:
You will have several ways to communicate with your instructor and fellow classmates in this course. 

To communicate exclusively with your instructor, e-mail her at ppellington@gmail.com.  E-mail messages will be checked M-Th from 8-9pm (CT). During the week, response time will be 24 hours.
If you think that your question may help other students, or if you want to ask your fellow students for help, use the Discussion Board via the "Discussions" button in the Blackboard navigation menu to contact classmates. 

Once you are in this area, you will have access to the class conference thread. The general class conference thread is called Math 0301.  You should access this conference frequently, at least once a week. 

Drop Policy: 
Students may drop or swap (adding and dropping a class concurrently) classes through self-service in MyMav from the beginning of the registration period through the late registration period. After the late registration period, students must see their academic advisor to drop a class or withdraw. Undeclared students must see an advisor in the University Advising Center. Drops can continue through a point two-thirds of the way through the term or session. It is the student's responsibility to officially withdraw if they do not plan to attend after registering. Students will not be automatically dropped for non-attendance. 

Student Support Services:  

UT Arlington provides a variety of resources and programs designed to help students develop academic skills, deal with personal situations, and better understand concepts and information related to their courses. Resources include tutoring, major-based learning centers, developmental education, advising and mentoring, personal counseling, and federally funded programs. For individualized referrals, students may visit the reception desk at University College (Ransom Hall), call the Maverick Resource Hotline at 817-272-6107, send a message to resources@uta.edu, or view the information at www.uta.edu/resources.

	Tuesday, August 27
10PM CT 
	Deadline for being logged-on to the course

	Wednesday,  September 4 

10PM CDT
	Lesson 1 Test Completed

	Wednesday,  September 11

10PM CT
	  
Lesson 2 Test Completed



	Wednesday,  September 18

10PM CT


	Lesson 3 Test Completed


	Sunday,  September 22
10PM CT
	Exam I

	Wednesday,  October 2

10PM CT
	Lesson 4 Test Completed


	Sunday,  October 13
10PM CT
	Lesson 5 Test Completed


	Thursday,  October 24
10PM CT
	Lesson 6 Test Completed


	Thursday,  October 31                    

10PM CT
	Exam 2

	Thursday,  November 7
10PM CT
	Lesson Test 7 Completed 


	Friday,  November 15
10PM CT
	Lesson Test 8 Completed 


	Wednesday,  November 20
10PM CT
	Lesson Test 9 Completed 


	Tuesday,   November 26
10PM CT
	Lesson Test 10 Completed 


	Sunday,  December 1
10PM CT
	Lesson Test 11 Completed 


	Wednesday,  December 4
10PM CT
	Exam 3

	Saturday,  December 7                                          
 9 AM

	Final Exam (ON UTA CAMPUS)
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