
Professor J. Stodnick

624 Carlisle Hall (Mailbox in 204 Carlisle Hall)

stodnick@uta.edu
Office Hours: MW 10am-12, or by appointment at other times

Course Description
The history of the English language is variously described in the titles of the hundreds of books dedicated to it by terms such as “triumph,” “evolution,” and “story.”  English has been presented in relation to its “roots,” “its relatives,” and its “social contexts.”  In narrating the history of the world’s most influential language, scholars must make choices about what exactly constitutes language change and, in turn, how such changes are presented: as driven by linguistic factors, or as enmeshed in social concerns such as migration, conquest, and colonization.  In this class students will not only learn about the history of English, and the set of technical skills required to analyze its development, but will also question and challenge the different modes in which this history is told.  As part of this questioning, the class will critically examine the role of philology in the academy, and in knowledge production more generally.
Learning Outcomes

· The students will demonstrate an ability to think of language, and particularly English, as a complex historical and mutable system

· The students will be able to describe and explain changes in the English language through time, as well as how these changes are involved in historical and social events

· The students will analyze linguistic structures and describe them by means of accurate technical vocabulary 

· The students will be able to discuss sociolinguistic issues in an informed and sensitive manner
· The students will be sensible of the way that histories of the English language “emplot” the narrative of language change

· Students will be able intelligently to discuss the changing role of philology within the academy 

· Students will be qualified to teach History of the English Language at the undergraduate level
Texts 
All readings will be posted as PDFs on blackboard.
Drop policy: UTA instructors may not drop students for any reason.  The final day to drop the course is March 29th.

Assignments and Grading (see attached sheet for detailed description and due dates): 

Wiki responses



5%

Syllabus and critical reflection

15%

Pedagogy assignment and reflection
15%

Book review/analysis


25%

Leadership of class discussion

10%

Paper




25%
Presentation



5%
Poor attendance and lack of participation will adversely affect your overall grade at the discretion of the instructor.  

Americans with Disabilities Act: The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of all federal equal opportunity legislation, including the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). All instructors at UT Arlington are required by law to provide "reasonable accommodations" to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Any student requiring an accommodation for this course must provide the instructor with official documentation in the form of a letter certified by the staff in the Office for Students with Disabilities, University Hall 102. Only those students who have officially documented a need for an accommodation will have their request honored. Information regarding diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining disability-based academic accommodations can be found at www.uta.edu/disability or by calling the Office for Students with Disabilities at (817) 272-3364.

Academic Integrity: It is the philosophy of The University of Texas at Arlington that academic dishonesty is a completely unacceptable mode of conduct and will not be tolerated in any form. All persons involved in academic dishonesty will be disciplined in accordance with University regulations and procedures. Discipline may include suspension or expulsion from the University. According to the UT System Regents’ Rule 50101, §2.2, "Scholastic dishonesty includes but is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student or the attempt to commit such acts." 

Student Support Services Available: The University of Texas at Arlington provides a variety of resources and programs designed to help students develop academic skills, deal with personal situations, and better understand concepts and information related to their courses. These resources include tutoring, major-based learning centers, developmental education, advising and mentoring, personal counseling, and federally funded programs. For individualized referrals to resources for any reason, students may contact the Maverick Resource Hotline at 817-272-6107 or visit www.uta.edu/resources for more information.

Electronic Communication Policy: The University of Texas at Arlington has adopted the University “MavMail” address as the sole official means of communication with students. MavMail is used to remind students of important deadlines, advertise events and activities, and permit the University to conduct official transactions exclusively by electronic means. For example, important information concerning registration, financial aid, payment of bills, and graduation are now sent to students through the MavMail system. All students are assigned a MavMail account. Students are responsible for checking their MavMail regularly. Information about activating and using MavMail is available at http://www.uta.edu/oit/email/. There is no additional charge to students for using this account, and it remains active even after they graduate from UT Arlington. 

Student Feedback Survey: At the end of this term, you will be asked to complete an online Student Feedback Survey (SFS) about the course and how it was taught. Instructions on how to access the SFS system will be sent directly to students through MavMail approximately 10 days before the end of the term. UT Arlington’s effort to solicit, gather, tabulate, and publish student feedback data is required by state law; student participation in the SFS program is voluntary.  I am always grateful for feedback on my teaching, and appreciate you taking the time to fill out the form.
Final Review Week: A period of five class days prior to the first day of final examinations in the long sessions shall be designated as Final Review Week. The purpose of this week is to allow students sufficient time to prepare for final examinations. During this week, there shall be no scheduled activities such as required field trips or performances; and no instructor shall assign any themes, research problems or exercises of similar scope that have a completion date during or following this week unless specified in the class syllabus. During Final Review Week, an instructor shall not give any examinations constituting 10% or more of the final grade, except makeup tests and laboratory examinations. In addition, no instructor shall give any portion of the final examination during Final Review Week. During this week, classes are held as scheduled. In addition, instructors are not required to limit content to topics that have been previously covered; they may introduce new concepts as appropriate.

Library: Rafia Mirza is the Librarian for the English Department.  She can be reached at 817 272 7428, and by email at rafia@uta.edu. 
Schedule of Classes
______________________________________________________________________________

Week One

17 January

Introduction to course, learning objectives, and assignments
______________________________________________________________________________

Week Two

24 January

(New) Philology and the Academy

“Why We Should Remember Philology,” Michael Holquist, Profession (2002)

Speculum 65, Special Issue on the New Philology (1990): 72-79
______________________________________________________________________________

Week Three
31 January

Vocabulary/Names

A History of the English Language, ed. Richard Hogg and David Denison, 1-42, 199-270, 312-51

“Overview,” David Denison and Richard Hogg


“Vocabulary,” Dieter Kastovsky

“Names,” Richard Coates

______________________________________________________________________________

Week Four
7 February
Indo-European
A History of the English Language, Albert C. Baugh and Thomas Cable, 1-42, and exercises

Chapters 1-2, “English Present and Future” and “The Indo-European Family of Languages”
______________________________________________________________________________

Week Five
14 February

Old English
A Biography of the English Language, C. M. Millward, 1-16, 65-119

Chapters 1 and 5, “Introduction” and “Old English” 

______________________________________________________________________________

Week Six

21 February

Middle English
A History of English, Barbara M. H. Strang, xv-xvi, 156-281, 417-19

Preface, Chapters 3 and 4, “1570-1370,” “1370-1170,” and Conclusion
______________________________________________________________________________

Week Seven
28 February

Early Modern English

The Stories of English, David Crystal, 1-14, 222-364

Introduction and Chapters 10-14, “The Emerging Standard,” “Printing and its Consequences,” “Early Modern English Preoccupations,” “Linguistic Daring,” and “Dialect Fallout”

______________________________________________________________________________

Week Eight
7 March

Source-based Approaches

The History of the English Language: A Sourcebook, David Burnley, especially 315-73, “Modern English”
Week Nine

SPRING BREAK
______________________________________________________________________________

Week Ten
21 March

“Episodic Epic”

Inventing English: A Portable History of the Language, Seth Lerer

______________________________________________________________________________

Week Eleven
28 March
Accent/Dialect

Changing English, ed. David Graddol, Dick Leith, Joan Swann, Martin Rhys and Julia Gillen, 1-3, 153-268


“Introduction,” Joan Swann


“Accent as Social Symbol,” Lynda Mugglestone


“Dialect Variation in English,” Martin Rhys


“Style Shifting, Codeswitching,” Joan Swann and Indra Sinka

______________________________________________________________________________
Week Twelve



4 April
American English
The Story of English, Robert McCrum, William Cran, and Robert MacNeil, xiii-xviii, 182-261, 338-51

Introduction, Chapter 6, “Black on White,” “Pioneers! O Pioneers!” and Chapter 10, “Next Year’s Words”

______________________________________________________________________________

Week Thirteen

11 April



Global English
The History of English: An Introduction, Stephan Gramley, xvii-xix, 211-42, 277-362


Preface, “English Pidgins, English Creoles, and English (since the early seventeenth century),” “English in the ENL communities of the Southern Hemisphere (since 1788),” “English in the ESL countries of Africa and Asia (since 1795),” “Global English (since 1945).”

______________________________________________________________________________

Week Fourteen
18 April
Varieties of English
Rotten English, ed. Dohra Ahmad

______________________________________________________________________________Week Fifteen
25 April

Presentations

______________________________________________________________________________
Week Sixteen

2 May
Presentations
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