



SOCW 6360: CLINICAL ASSESSMENT OF CHILD MALTREATMENT
Fall 2013
Professor: Elissa Madden, PhD, LMSW 
Faculty Profile: https://www.uta.edu/mentis/public/#profile/profile/view/id/6220
Office Number: School of Social Work Complex Building A, Room 208D

Office Hours: Wednesday, 1:00PM - 2:30PM; immediately before and after class, and by appointment – contact me directly by phone or by email to schedule an appointment.

E-mail: elissamadden@uta.edu
Phone: (254) 723-4545
Course Section: SOCW 6360.001
Time and Place of Class Meetings: UTA Campus, University Hall, Room 14 from 4:00PM until 6:50PM on Wednesday evenings during the scheduled semester.

Council on Social Work Educational Policy, Section 4.5 Social Work Practice: 

Social work practice is anchored in the purposes of the social work profession and focuses on strengths, capacities, and resources of client systems in relation to their broader environments, Students learn practice content that encompasses knowledge and skills to work with individuals, families, groups, organizations, and communities.  This content includes engaging clients in an appropriate working relationship, identifying issues, problems, needs, resources, and asset; collecting and assessing information; and planning for service delivery.  It includes using communication skills, supervision, and consultation.  Practice content also includes identifying, analyzing, and implementing empirically based interventions designed to achieve client goals; applying empirically based interventions designed to achieve client goals; applying empirical knowledge and technological advances; evaluating program outcomes and practice effectiveness; developing, analyzing, advocating, and providing leadership for policies and services; and promoting social and economic justice.  

UTA-School of Social Work: Definition of Evidence-Informed Practice:
Evidence-informed practice (EIP) is a guiding principal for the UTA-SSW.  This approach is guided by the philosophy espoused by Gambrill (2006) and others who discuss evidence-based practice (EBP).  Though many definitions of EIP/EBP saturate the literature, we offer two definitions that most closely define our understanding of the concept and serve to explicate our vision of EIP for the UTA-SSW:


The use of the best available scientific knowledge derived from randomized, controlled outcome studies, and meta-analyses of existing outcome studies, as one basis for guiding professional interventions and effective therapies, combined with professional ethical standards, clinical judgment, and practice wisdom (Barker, 2003, p. 149).

            …..the integration of the best research evidence with our clinical expertise and our patient’s unique values and circumstances (Strauss, et al. (2005). 

The UTA SSW vision statement states that the “School’s vision is to promote social and economic justice in a diverse environment.”  Empowerment connects with the vision statement because, as Rees (1991) has pointed out, the very objective of empowerment is social justice.  Empowerment is a seminal vehicle by which social justice can be realized.  It could well be argued that true social justice cannot be realized without empowerment. Empowerment, anchored with a generalist base, directs social workers to address root causes at all levels and in all contexts, not simply “symptoms”.  This is not a static process but an ongoing, dynamic process, a process leading to a greater degree of social justice and equality.  

I. COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES
Description of Course Content: Examines knowledge/technique in child physical/emotional/sexual abuse, physical/emotional neglect, and exploitation interventions. Includes interviewing, identification, legal issues, assessment/evaluation, case management, intervention, follow-up. Prerequisite: SOCW 6325; SOCW 6326 or concurrent enrollment.

Course Objectives and Student Outcomes
Knowledge 

1. 
For the student to demonstrate knowledge of how children and adults experiencing separation as a result of child abuse and neglect, family reunification and child placement can be helped to cope with these experiences.

2. 
For the student to be able to identify characteristics and dynamics of child maltreatment and corresponding treatment issues as they relate to the various services and interventions.

3. 
For the student to be able to demonstrate understanding of how family structure, race and ethnicity, gender, social class, physical challenge, gender and sexual orientation can affect families and children.

4.
For the student to be able to demonstrate understanding of social work in authoritative settings and with non-voluntary clients.

5. 
For the student to be able to identify the range of services available in child welfare.

Attitudinal 

1. 
For the student to be exposed to and aware of the value position that children should be maintained within their own families, if possible, or in the least restrictive (most family-like and community-based) setting possible. 

2. 
For the student to demonstrate awareness of how family structure, race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, and social class status impact decisions related to the protection and placement of children.

3. For the student to demonstrate awareness of personal his/herstory, values, and attitudes and how they can affect service provision.
4. For the student to appreciate the need for professional competence in the provision of child welfare services.
Skill 

1. 
For the student to acquire skills in working with families in which child maltreatment has occurred.

2. 
For the student to demonstrate the ability to utilize various systems and techniques to intervene with troubled families.

3. 
For the student to be able to assess information about families and children and to be able to design appropriate treatment plans that build on strengths.

4.
For the student to demonstrate sensitivity in helping families and children with diverse backgrounds in terms of family structure, race and ethnicity, social class, physical challenge, and sexual orientation.

5. 
For the student to be able to assess the service needs of families and children with diverse backgrounds in terms of family structure, race and ethnicity, social class, physical challenge, and sexual orientation.

6. 
For the student to be able to demonstrate ways in which the systemic traumatization of children and families may be reduced or mitigated.

II. REQUIREMENTS
Readings

Readings will be assigned from the textbooks and may be augmented with class handouts. Additional readings may be assigned that are both relevant to course material and will enhance student learning. A combination of lecture, discussion and in-class and out-of-class exercises (individual and small group) will highlight the major concepts covered in the course. 
III. ATTENDANCE POLICY, CLASS PARTICIPATION, AND FEEDBACK

Attendance

Due to the format and content of this course, regular and punctual attendance is imperative and expected. It is expected that you attend class and participate in class discussion. Additionally, it is expected for students to be on time and not leave early. Early and unexcused exits or absences from class will be counted as one full absence for the class period. Up to three absences will not be penalized.  However, each class session, or portion missed, past three will result in one letter grade drop per absence. If it is necessary for you to be late or leave class early, please let me know in advance by email or by phone. Valid university approved excuses are due at the beginning of the next class attended.  
Students who are absent are responsible for obtaining class material/content from a classmate. A sign-in sheet will be passed around at the beginning of each class period. It is the student’s sole responsibility to remember to sign the attendance sheet each week.
Other Course Requirements

Please note that your attendance is required at the scheduled meetings with the Nursing Cohort on September 13th and October 18th. Please plan to attend the entire meeting.

Class Environment

Considering the objectives of this class, it is essential that we create an environment conducive to learning. Please avoid distracting or disrupting the class. There is also the possibility that you may disagree with another student or the instructor. This is to be expected with the issues social workers confront and our tendency to be passionate about our values and opinions. However, it is important that we be respectful of each other and their opinion.

Please turn off or place all electronic devices on “silent mode” while in the classroom, as a courtesy to both the course instructor and fellow students, as these devices are considered disruptive to the course environment. Use of a laptop for note‐taking is permitted with permission of the instructor. Inappropriate use of technological device (e.g., answering or making calls, texting or sending emails) is not permitted. A minimum of ten (10) points will be deducted from the student’s final participation grade each time an incident occurs. 

Class Participation
As this class relies on participation and involvement of all class members, it is important for students to come to class prepared to take part in informed discussion each week, based upon the class readings. There will be ample opportunities for students to take part in experiential in‐class exercises. This part of the grade will be determined by class attendance, participation in discussions and completion of the in-class and homework assignments.

Feedback

Feedback is two‐way. During this course students will be asked to provide feedback on their learning in informal as well as formal ways, such as the use of anonymous surveys. It is very important for me to know your reactions to what is taking place in class, so that adjustments can be made if necessary to best meet your needs. If you are concerned about your class performance, I am more than willing to work with you to help you improve your understanding of course content. I am happy to meet with you during office hours, or by appointment.
Email Communication 

I will be available by email to answer questions about assignments. Students should submit questions or requests for clarification at least 24 hours before an assignment is due. If an assignment is due in less than 24 hours, I cannot guarantee a timely response. Students are responsible for checking their UTA issued email regularly.
Course Syllabus Modifications

Modifications to assignments and the class schedule may be necessary. Modifications to these items and the course syllabus, if needed, will be made at my discretion based on new materials, class discussions, or other legitimate pedagogical objectives. The updated syllabus will be posted to students via email and the modified pages will be posted on Blackboard.
IV. REQUIRED TEXTBOOK AND OTHER COURSE MATERIAL
· Miller-Perrin, C. L., & Perrin, R. D. (2013). Child maltreatment: An introduction (3rd ed). Sage: Thousand Oaks, CA.
· Other Assigned Readings – Other required readings are listed in the Course Outline and are indicated with a double asterisk (**). These readings are posted on Blackboard under the “Course Materials” link.
· PowerPoints – PowerPoints and class handouts for each week will also be posted on Blackboard. In most instances, the materials will be available the evening before class. You are not required to print these materials; however, the materials will be referred to in class and copies will not be provided.
V. RECOMMENDED TEXTS
· Scannapieco, M. & Connell-Carrick, K. (2005). Understanding child maltreatment: An ecological and developmental perspective. New York: Oxford University Press.
· American Psychological Association. (2009). Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (6th ed.), Washington, DC: American Psychological Association.

VI. DESCRIPTION OF MAJOR ASSIGNMENTS 
Posters/Presentations – 15%
Students will be paired with nursing students in groups of 4-5 to assess, identify, and address the medical and psychosocial needs of two pediatric patients and their families. To accomplish this, students will be provided brief case scenarios of the two pediatric patients. The case scenarios will contain relevant medical and psychosocial information on the patients and their families.  Working in their assigned groups, students will create a poster in PowerPoint that identifies the relevant medical and psychosocial problems of concern, as well as an appropriate plan of action to address the identified concerns.  The poster should contain the following sections: Assessment, Plan, Evaluation, and Group Process. Each poster will be worth 7.5% of your final course grade (for a total of 15%). Additional information on the content, style, and grading of this assignment will be provided in class and posted on Blackboard.
Students will be assigned to groups during the NuSWIPE Inter-professional Education Kickoff meeting on September 13th.  Therefore, it is essential that you plan to attend the entire day (8:30AM-5:00PM), as this will be your first opportunity to exchange contact information and discuss the assignment as a group. 
*These two case scenarios will also be used for the Clinical Decision Making papers I & II (discussed below). 
Clinical Decision Making (CDM) Papers – 30%
During the semester, students will be provided with two different complex case scenarios* of pediatric patients and asked to identify and discuss the psychosocial needs of the patients and their families. The purpose of this assignment is to develop a more in-depth understanding of assessment and intervention approaches with regard to clients in pediatric health settings. Students will complete two papers using this format. Each CDM paper will be worth 15% of your final course grade (for a total of 30%). Additional information on the content, style, and grading of this assignment will be provided in class and posted on Blackboard.
Child Maltreatment Assessment and Intervention Paper – 20%
As with the CDM assignments discussed above, students will be provided with a case vignette for this assignment. The objective of this assignment is for you apply the information discussed in class and in the course readings to a case scenario involving child maltreatment to demonstrate your practice skills. Referencing class materials and other relevant sources, the paper should include an assessment of the presenting problem and a detailed treatment plan that includes possible therapeutic interventions and proposed resources coordination. Additional information on the content, style, and grading of this assignment will be provided in class and posted on Blackboard.
Online Quizzes – 30%
Students will complete five quizzes throughout the semester, each covering 2-3 weeks of required readings. The quizzes will address material from the textbook, supplemental readings, and podcasts. Quizzes will be automatically graded upon completion. Partial credit will not be awarded for individual questions. Quizzes will be posted on Blackboard under the “Course Materials” link for one full week to ensure that students have ample time to complete the readings and the corresponding quiz. Each quiz must be completed by 3:59PM on the date the quiz is due.  For example, the quiz assigned for Week 3 must be completed by 3:59PM on 9/11/2013. Quizzes not completed in the specified timeframe cannot be made up. To avoid technical difficulties, students should not wait until the due date to complete the quiz. Please note that the quizzes are untimed and that students may use the book and other assigned readings to complete the quiz.  Each quiz will be worth 6% of your final course grade (for a total of 30%).
Participation – 5%

Students are expected to participate actively in the class exercises and discussions. Participation will be graded on the student’s verbal contributions, participation and teamwork in weekly small group activities, and ability to integrate readings into class discussions and exercises. 
**Unless indicated by the instructor in the final assignment instructions (posted on Blackboard), all papers must be submitted through Blackboard by the beginning of class. Additionally, students are expected to submit a hardcopy of the assignment to the instructor at the beginning of class**
VII. GRADING
	Group posters/presentations
	15%

	Clinical Decision Making (CDM) papers
	30%

	Child maltreatment assessment and intervention paper 
	20%

	Online quizzes 
	30%

	Participation
	5%


	Above 90 = A  


80 – 89.9 = B

70 – 79.9 = C

60 – 69.9 = D

Below 60 = F


	The nominal definition of letter grades are:

A is awarded for excellent work

B is awarded for good work

C is awarded for marginal work

F is awarded for failing work




Written work must be clear, concise, and grammatically correct. Deficiencies in areas such as spelling, punctuation, sentence structure, and incoherent organization will result in lower grades. As stated, plagiarism (using someone else’s words, thoughts, or ideas and claiming them as your own – i.e., using direct sentences written by others) will result in a failing grade for the course. 

All written assignments will be due on the date listed on the Course Schedule (see below) at the beginning of class; if you are more than 15 minutes late for class, the paper is considered late. Five points will be deducted for each calendar day the paper is late, including weekends.
Papers – General Information and Expectations
All papers must follow APA guidelines. At a minimum this means:

· Inclusion of a title page (text on the title page should be in black ink, 10 or 12 font)
· Margins set at 1 inch

· 10 or 12 point font in Arial or Times New Roman only

· Running head listing the assignment title and page numbers in upper right corner of the page starting with the title page

Points will be deducted if you do not follow these guidelines.

VIII. COURSE OUTLINE/TOPICS AND READINGS
	
	Class Topics
	Required Readings
	Due

	Week 1

8/28/13
	Introduction to Course; 

Review syllabus


	· None
	NA

	Week 2 9/4/13
	History & Overview of Child Maltreatment


	· Ch 1 – Miller-Perrin & Perrin

· Ch 2 – Miller-Perrin & Perrin

· Flaherty et al. (2010). Health care providers‘ experience reporting child abuse**

	

	Week 3 9/11/13
	Effects of Maltreatment and Trauma;  

Psychological Maltreatment

*No class on Wednesday. Meet on Friday, September 13th for IPE day with nursing cohort from 8:30AM to 5:00PM in Room 156 of Pickard Hall
	· Crosson-Tower (2010). Maltreatment and the developing child**
· DHHS (2009). Understanding the effects of maltreatment on brain development**
· Stirling et al. (2002). Understanding the behavioral and emotional consequences of child abuse**
· Ch 6 – Miller-Perrin & Perrin

	Quiz 1 - Online quiz on week 3 assigned readings due Wednesday (9/11) at 3:59PM

	Week 4 9/18/13
	Effects of Maltreatment and Psychological Maltreatment cont.; 

Physical Abuse 


	· Chapter 3 – Miller-Perrin & Perrin

· American Academy of Pediatrics. (2008). Medical Evaluation of Physical Abuse**
· DHHS. (2010). Signs of possible physical abuse**
· DHHS. (2010). Distinguishing physical abuse from non-intentional injury**

	

	Week 5 9/25/13
	Physical Abuse cont.


	· American Academy of Pediatrics. (2008). Conditions mistaken for child physical abuse**
· American Academy of Pediatrics. (2008). Fatal child abuse and Sudden Infant Death Syndrome**
· Crosson-Tower (2010). Treatment: Physical abuse and neglect (pp. 289-307)**

	Quiz 2 - Online quiz on week 4 & 5 assigned readings due Wednesday (9/25) at 3:59PM

	Week 6 

10/2/13
	Sexual Abuse

Treatment of Sexual Abuse


	· Ch 4 – Miller-Perrin & Perrin 

· DHHS. (2010). Indicators of child sexual abuse**
	

	Week 7

10/9/13
	Sexual Abuse & Treatment of Sexual Abuse cont.


	· Crosson-Tower. (2010). Treatment: Sexual abuse**

· DHHS. (2010). Techniques for child interviews**

	Clinical Decision Making Paper I due Wednesday (10/9)


	Week 8

10/16/13
	No class on Wednesday – Meet on Friday, October 18th for IPE day with Nursing cohort.

	· None
	Quiz 3 - Online quiz on week 6 & 7 assigned readings due Wednesday (10/16) at 3:59PM

	Week 9

10/23/13
	Child Neglect


	· Chapter 5 – Miller-Perrin & Perrin

· Social work intervention and Failure-to-Thrive**
· Dubowitz (2011). Neglect of children’s healthcare**
· Crosson-Tower (2010). Treatment: Physical abuse and neglect (pp. 308-312)**

	Poster I Due on Saturday (10/26)

	Week 10

10/30/13
	Other Forms of Maltreatment;
Contributing Factors to Child Maltreatment


	· Ch 7 - Miller-Perrin & Perrin
· Ch 9 - Miller-Perrin & Perrin (pp. 322-324)
· DHHS. (2009). How parental substance use disorders affect children**
· DHHS (2003). Child protection in families experiencing domestic violence (pp. 7-34)**

	Quiz 4 - Online quiz on Week 9 & 10 assigned readings due Wednesday(10/30) at 3:59PM

	Week 11 11/6/13
	Clinical Assessment; Risk and Protective Factors

	· Crosson-Tower. (2010). Intervention: Reporting and investigation**
	

	Week 12 11/13/13
	Multidisciplinary and Integrated Response to Child Maltreatment; Roles and Responsibilities; Ethics; Programs to support families and children 


	· Listen to PODCAST on social worker roles in hospital settings: http://www.socialwork.buffalo.edu/podcast/episode.asp?ep=99
· Crosson-Tower. (2010). Intervention: Case management and roles of other professionals (pp. 254-267)**
· Ince et al. (2010). Parental perceptions of hospital care in children with accidental or alleged non-accidental trauma**
· Wallace et al. (2007). Hospital-based multidisciplinary teams can prevent unnecessary child abuse reports**

	Clinical Decision Making Paper II due Wednesday (11/13)

	Week 13 11/20/13
	Multidisciplinary and Integrated Response to Child Maltreatment cont.;

Special Issues in Child Maltreatment

	· Listen to PODCAST on trauma-informed care: http://socialworkpodcast.blogspot.com/2013/04/an-overview-of-trauma-informed-care.html
· Patel et al. (2010). Human trafficking in the emergency department**
· Kotrla (2010) Domestic minor sex trafficking in the United States**
· Crosson-Tower. (2013). Teenage pregnancy and parenting**

	Poster II due on Saturday (11/23)


	Week 14 11/27/13
	THANKSGIVING!
*No class on Wednesday


	· None
	Quiz 5 - Online quiz on Week 11, 12, & 13 assigned readings due Wednesday (11/27) at 3:59PM


	Week 15 12/4/13
	Special Issues in Child Maltreatment

	· Smullens (2012). What I wish I had known**

· Bloom (2003). Caring for the caregiver**

· Listen to PODCAST on social workers and depression: http://socialworkpodcast.blogspot.com/2009/04/social-workers-and-depression-interview.html

	Child Maltreatment Assessment and Intervention Paper due Monday (12/9) via Blackboard (hardcopy not required)


IX. OTHER INFORMATION AND UNIVERSITY POLICIES

Drop Policy: Students may drop or swap (adding and dropping a class concurrently) classes through self-service in MyMav from the beginning of the registration period through the late registration period. After the late registration period, students must see their academic advisor to drop a class or withdraw. Undeclared students must see an advisor in the University Advising Center. Drops can continue through a point two-thirds of the way through the term or session. It is the student's responsibility to officially withdraw if they do not plan to attend after registering. Students will not be automatically dropped for non-attendance. Repayment of certain types of financial aid administered through the University may be required as the result of dropping classes or withdrawing. For more information, contact the Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships (http://wweb.uta.edu/aao/fao/).

Americans with Disabilities Act: The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of all federal equal opportunity legislation, including the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). All instructors at UT Arlington are required by law to provide "reasonable accommodations" to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Any student requiring an accommodation for this course must provide the instructor with official documentation in the form of a letter certified by the staff in the Office for Students with Disabilities, University Hall 102. Only those students who have officially documented a need for an accommodation will have their request honored. Information regarding diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining disability-based academic accommodations can be found at www.uta.edu/disability or by calling the Office for Students with Disabilities at (817) 272-3364.

NOTE: If you require an accommodation based on disability, I would like to meet with you in the privacy of my office the first week of the semester to be sure you are appropriately accommodated.

Academic Integrity: Students enrolled in this course are expected to adhere to the UT Arlington Honor Code:

I pledge, on my honor, to uphold UT Arlington’s tradition of academic integrity, a tradition that values hard work and honest effort in the pursuit of academic excellence. 

I promise that I will submit only work that I personally create or contribute to group collaborations, and I will appropriately reference any work from other sources. I will follow the highest standards of integrity and uphold the spirit of the Honor Code.

UT Arlington faculty members may employ the Honor Code as they see fit in their courses, including (but not limited to) having students acknowledge the honor code as part of an examination or requiring students to incorporate the honor code into any work submitted. Per UT System Regents’ Rule 50101, §2.2, suspected violations of university’s standards for academic integrity (including the Honor Code) will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. Violators will be disciplined in accordance with University policy, which may result in the student’s suspension or expulsion from the University.

For this class, be attentive to the manner in which you use and cite reference material. When in doubt, it is best to insert a citation. Avoid the excessive use of quotations – cited or not – and if you use any kind of a writing tutor, be careful about the degree of assistance they provide to you. Assignments are intended to represent YOUR work – for better or worse - so over-reliance on outside help is discouraged.  The instructor reserves the right to give a grade of “F” for the course as a whole to any student found guilty of academic dishonesty (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, collusion) of any assignment by the Office of Student Conduct.

Student Support Services: UT Arlington provides a variety of resources and programs designed to help students develop academic skills, deal with personal situations, and better understand concepts and information related to their courses. Resources include tutoring, major-based learning centers, developmental education, advising and mentoring, personal counseling, and federally funded programs. For individualized referrals, students may visit the reception desk at University College (Ransom Hall), call the Maverick Resource Hotline at 817-272-6107, send a message to resources@uta.edu, or view the information at www.uta.edu/resources.

Electronic Communication: UT Arlington has adopted MavMail as its official means to communicate with students about important deadlines and events, as well as to transact university-related business regarding financial aid, tuition, grades, graduation, etc. All students are assigned a MavMail account and are responsible for checking the inbox regularly. There is no additional charge to students for using this account, which remains active even after graduation. Information about activating and using MavMail is available at http://www.uta.edu/oit/cs/email/mavmail.php. Students are responsible for checking their UTA issued email regularly.
Student Feedback Survey: At the end of each term, students enrolled in classes categorized as “lecture,” “seminar,” or “laboratory” shall be directed to complete an online Student Feedback Survey (SFS). Instructions on how to access the SFS for this course will be sent directly to each student through MavMail approximately 10 days before the end of the term. Each student’s feedback enters the SFS database anonymously and is aggregated with that of other students enrolled in the course. UT Arlington’s effort to solicit, gather, tabulate, and publish student feedback is required by state law; students are strongly urged to participate. For more information, visit http://www.uta.edu/sfs.
Final Review Week: A period of five class days prior to the first day of final examinations in the long sessions shall be designated as Final Review Week. The purpose of this week is to allow students sufficient time to prepare for final examinations. During this week, there shall be no scheduled activities such as required field trips or performances; and no instructor shall assign any themes, research problems or exercises of similar scope that have a completion date during or following this week unless specified in the class syllabus. During Final Review Week, an instructor shall not give any examinations constituting 10% or more of the final grade, except makeup tests and laboratory examinations. In addition, no instructor shall give any portion of the final examination during Final Review Week. During this week, classes are held as scheduled. In addition, instructors are not required to limit content to topics that have been previously covered; they may introduce new concepts as appropriate.

Emergency Exit Procedures: Should we experience an emergency event that requires us to vacate the building, students should exit the room and move toward the nearest exit. When exiting the building during an emergency, one should never take an elevator but should use the stairwells. Faculty members and instructional staff will assist students in selecting the safest route for evacuation and will make arrangements to assist handicapped individuals.
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