
[Draft	  of	  syllabus,	  Nov.	  11.	  	  This	  will	  be	  revised!]	  
	  

English	  2303:	  Topics	  in	  Sophomore	  Literature:	  
Environmental	  Literature	  and	  Film,	  1-‐4:45	  

	   	  
Wintermester	  2013/2014:	  1-‐4:45	  
	  
Dr.	  Stacy	  Alaimo	  	  	  	   	   	   	   	  
Professor	  of	  English	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	   	   	  
Office:	  Carlisle	  Hall	  407	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
Office	  Hours:	  every	  day	  before	  class,	  12:00-‐1:00.	   	  
Email:	  	  alaimo@uta.edu.	  	  	   	   	   	   	  
Website:	  	  http://www.uta.edu/english/alaimo/	  
	  
English	  2303.	  	  Environmental	  Literature	  and	  Film fulfills	  UTA’s	  sophomore	  literature	  
requirement	  and	  the	  core	  requirement	  for	  a	  Liberal	  Arts	  class.	  	  This	  course	  also	  counts	  for	  
the	  new	  cross-‐disciplinary	  minor	  in	  Environmental	  and	  Sustainability	  Studies	  (ESS).	  	  	  
	  
Course	  Description:	  	  
This	  	  course	  will	  introduce	  you	  to	  some	  of	  the	  most	  important	  environmental	  issues	  of	  the	  
21st	  century,	  via	  an	  exciting	  array	  of	  recent	  literature	  and	  films.	  	  	  The	  course	  will	  cover	  a	  
range	  of	  topics,	  questions,	  and	  issues	  in	  the	  environmental	  humanities,	  with	  a	  focus	  on	  
American	  literature	  and	  film.	  Cultural,	  historical,	  philosophical,	  ethical,	  and	  political	  
contexts	  and	  questions	  will	  be	  discussed,	  along	  with	  careful	  analyses	  and	  interpretations	  
of	  the	  literature	  and	  the	  films.	  The	  literature	  will	  include	  novels,	  autobiography,	  science	  
fiction,	  nonfiction,	  a	  short	  story,	  and	  poetry.	  	  The	  class	  features	  the	  following	  topics:	  
Indigeneity	  and	  Environmental	  Justice;	  	  Toxins,	  Science,	  and	  the	  “Ordinary	  Expert”;	  	  and	  
Genetic	  Engineering,	  Extinction,	  and	  Biodiversity.	  	  	  Students	  will	  take	  2	  exams,	  plus	  a	  final	  
exam	  and	  do	  two	  presentations.	  Class	  time	  will	  consist	  of	  lecture,	  discussion,	  small	  group	  
work,	  presentations	  and	  other	  activities.	  
	  
Required	  Texts	  
Louise	  Erdrich,	  Tracks.	  Harper	  Perennial.	  	  
Suzanne	  Antonetta,	  Body	  Toxic:	  An	  Environmental	  Memoir.	  Counterpoint.	  Margaret	  
Atwood,	  Oryx	  and	  Crake.	  Anchor.	  
E.	  O	  Wilson,	  The	  Future	  of	  Life.	  Vintage.	  	   	  
Short	  stories,	  poetry	  and	  essays	  available	  in	  Blackboard.	  	  



	  
Films:	  You	  may	  need	  to	  purchase	  or	  rent	  or	  otherwise	  access	  the	  films,	  even	  if	  we	  first	  
watch	  them	  in	  class:	  	  	  Avatar	  (James	  Cameron	  2009),	  Safe	  (Todd	  Haynes)	  and	  Sharkwater	  
(Rob	  Stewart	  2008).	  	  	  
	  
Electronic	  requirements:	  	  English	  Department	  faculty	  are	  no	  longer	  allowed	  to	  distribute	  
photocopies	  of	  syllabi,	  paper	  assignments,	  and	  other	  handouts.	  	  You	  will	  need	  to	  visit	  our	  
class	  folder	  on	  Blackboard	  to	  access	  some	  of	  the	  readings:	  	  
	  
Exam	  Make	  up	  Policy:	  	  No	  makeup	  exams	  will	  be	  given,	  except	  for	  cases	  of	  
documented	  medical	  emergencies.	  	  (Documentation	  means	  proof	  that	  a	  student	  has	  
been	  hospitalized.	  This	  proof	  must	  be	  submitted	  to	  the	  instructor	  within	  one	  week	  of	  the	  
missed	  exam.)	  	  Traffic	  jams,	  work	  schedules,	  ordinary	  illness,	  work	  for	  other	  classes,	  etc.,	  
will	  not	  be	  considered	  as	  excuses.	  

Course	  Objectives	  
1.	  To	  introduce	  students	  to	  environmental	  literature	  and	  film	  and	  to	  the	  interdisciplinary	  
field	  of	  the	  environmental	  humanities.	  	  	  
2.	  To	  develop	  students’	  abilities	  to	  understand	  and	  interpret	  literature	  and	  film	  within	  
environmental,	  historical,	  cultural,	  ethical,	  political,	  and	  	  philosophical	  contexts,	  and	  to	  
highlight	  the	  meaning	  and	  significance	  of	  different	  interpretations.	  	  
3.	  To	  introduce	  students	  to	  the	  practice	  of	  close	  reading	  the	  formal	  elements	  of	  literature	  
and	  film,	  	  exploring	  how	  these	  elements	  contribute	  to	  the	  meaning	  and	  effect	  of	  the	  work.	  
4.	  To	  enable	  students	  to	  demonstrate	  their	  understanding	  of	  and	  their	  ability	  to	  analyze	  
literary	  texts	  and	  film	  both	  orally	  and	  in	  writing.	  	  
	  
	  

Student	  Learning	  Outcomes	  
1.	  	  Students	  should	  demonstrate	  an	  understanding	  of	  the	  ideas,	  information,	  arguments,	  
questions,	  and	  concepts	  of	  the	  class.	  They	  should	  demonstrate	  an	  understanding	  of	  	  the	  
literary	  texts,	  the	  films,	  and	  the	  content	  of	  the	  lectures.	  	  
2.	  Students	  should	  demonstrate	  their	  ability	  to	  analyze	  and	  interpret	  the	  literature	  and	  the	  
film	  by	  drawing	  on	  different	  contexts	  and	  applying	  different	  frameworks,	  including	  the	  
environmental	  cultural,	  ethical,	  political	  and	  philosophical.	  Students	  should	  also	  
demonstrate	  their	  ability	  to	  analyze	  formal	  elements	  of	  the	  literature	  and	  film	  and	  explain	  
the	  meaning,	  significance	  and	  effects	  of	  those	  elements.	  
3.	  Students	  should	  demonstrate	  their	  ability	  to	  write	  clear,	  organized,	  content-‐rich	  essays	  
within	  the	  time	  constraints	  of	  the	  exams.	  	  	  
4.	  Students	  should	  demonstrate	  their	  ability	  to	  participate	  in	  thoughtful,	  informed,	  clear,	  
and	  persuasive	  ways	  during	  class	  discussions	  and	  their	  ability	  to	  create	  and	  perform	  
organized,	  substantial,	  effective	  oral	  presentations.	  	  

Requirements	  and	  Grading	  Policy	  
You	  must	  complete	  all	  the	  required	  work	  in	  order	  to	  obtain	  credit	  for	  the	  course.	  
	  
Descriptions	  of	  major	  assignments	  and	  examinations	  with	  due	  dates:	  	  



Exam	  1:	  25%	  
Exam	  2:	  25%	  
Final	  Exam:	  35%	  
Presentations:	  5%	  
Participation:	  10%	  
	  
Exams.	  The	  first	  two	  exams	  will	  be	  taken	  in	  class.	  The	  final	  exam	  will	  be	  written	  out	  of	  
class	  and	  submitted	  via	  email.	  	  Exams	  will	  include	  short	  answer,	  identification,	  and	  essay	  
questions.	  	  
Presentations:	  	  Each	  student	  will	  do	  two	  oral	  presentations,	  one	  of	  which	  may	  be	  a	  group	  
presentation,	  depending	  on	  the	  size	  of	  the	  class.	  	  
Attendance.	  	  Since	  Wintermester	  is	  so	  short,	  you	  should	  plan	  not	  to	  miss	  any	  classes.	  You	  
are	  allowed	  to	  miss	  one	  class,	  however	  without	  it	  hurting	  your	  grade.	  	  A	  second	  will	  lower	  
your	  grade	  an	  entire	  grade	  (A	  to	  B,	  e.g.)	  and	  a	  third	  absence	  will	  result	  in	  failing	  the	  course.	  	  
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Official UTA Policies  
Drop Policy: Students may drop or swap (adding and dropping a class concurrently) classes 
through self-service in MyMav from the beginning of the registration period through the late 
registration period. After the late registration period, students must see their academic advisor to 
drop a class or withdraw. Undeclared students must see an advisor in the University Advising 
Center. Drops can continue through a point two-thirds of the way through the term or session. It is 
the student's responsibility to officially withdraw if they do not plan to attend after registering. 
Students will not be automatically dropped for non-attendance. Repayment of certain types of 
financial aid administered through the University may be required as the result of dropping classes 
or withdrawing. Contact the Financial Aid Office for more information. 
Americans with Disabilities Act: The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being 
committed to both the spirit and letter of all federal equal opportunity legislation, including the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). All instructors at UT Arlington are required by law to provide 
"reasonable accommodations" to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of 
that disability. Any student requiring an accommodation for this course must provide the instructor 
with official documentation in the form of a letter certified by the staff in the Office for Students with 
Disabilities, University Hall 102. Only those students who have officially documented a need for an 
accommodation will have their request honored. Information regarding diagnostic criteria and 
policies for obtaining disability-based academic accommodations can be found at 
www.uta.edu/disability or by calling the Office for Students with Disabilities at (817) 272-3364. 
 
Academic Integrity: It is the philosophy of The University of Texas at Arlington that academic 
dishonesty is a completely unacceptable mode of conduct and will not be tolerated in any form. All 
persons involved in academic dishonesty will be disciplined in accordance with University 
regulations and procedures. Discipline may include suspension or expulsion from the University. 
According to the UT System Regents’ Rule 50101, §2.2, "Scholastic dishonesty includes but is not 
limited to cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are 
attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, any act 
designed to give unfair advantage to a student or the attempt to commit such acts."  
Student Support Services Available: The University of Texas at Arlington provides a variety of 
resources and programs designed to help students develop academic skills, deal with personal 
situations, and better understand concepts and information related to their courses. These 
resources include tutoring, major-based learning centers, developmental education, advising and 



mentoring, personal counseling, and federally funded programs. For individualized referrals to 
resources for any reason, students may contact the Maverick Resource Hotline at 817-272-6107 or 
visit www.uta.edu/resources for more information. 
Electronic Communication Policy: The University of Texas at Arlington has adopted the 
University “MavMail” address as the sole official means of communication with students. MavMail is 
used to remind students of important deadlines, advertise events and activities, and permit the 
University to conduct official transactions exclusively by electronic means. For example, important 
information concerning registration, financial aid, payment of bills, and graduation are now sent to 
students through the MavMail system. All students are assigned a MavMail account. Students are 
responsible for checking their MavMail regularly. Information about activating and using 
MavMail is available at http://www.uta.edu/oit/email/. There is no additional charge to students for 
using this account, and it remains active even after they graduate from UT Arlington. 
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Respect your fellow students, respect the classroom, 
respect yourself: 

Please	  ARRIVE	  TO	  CLASS	  ON	  TIME.	  	  It	  is	  distracting	  to	  both	  the	  professor	  and	  the	  
students	  to	  have	  someone	  come	  in	  late.	  
	  
Please	  TURN	  OFF	  	  all	  pagers,	  beepers,	  	  cell	  phones	  and	  other	  electronic	  devices	  during	  
class!	  	  	  You	  may	  not	  text	  message	  or	  read	  email	  or	  engage	  in	  any	  other	  electronic	  activities	  
during	  class—except	  for	  taking	  notes	  or	  accessing	  the	  texts	  we	  are	  discussing.	  You	  will	  be	  
asked	  to	  leave	  the	  class	  for	  the	  day	  if	  you	  are	  distracting	  the	  lecturer	  or	  	  the	  other	  
students.	  	  If	  you	  violate	  this	  policy	  more	  than	  once	  your	  final	  course	  grade	  will	  be	  lowered	  
one	  letter	  grade.	  	   
UNPLUG!	  	  In	  order	  to	  do	  your	  best	  work,	  it	  is	  important	  that	  you	  read,	  study,	  take	  notes,	  
watch	  the	  films,	  and	  attend	  the	  lectures	  without	  distractions.	  	  Checking	  email	  and	  
facebook,	  reading	  and	  writing	  text	  messages,	  talking	  to	  people	  on	  the	  phone,	  surfing	  the	  
web—all	  put	  you	  in	  a	  distracted	  state	  that	  is	  not	  conducive	  to	  learning	  and	  higher-‐level	  
thinking.	  	  Facebook,	  emailing,	  twittering,	  etc.	  are	  all	  highly	  addictive	  activities	  that	  make	  
us	  expect	  instant	  understanding	  and	  gratification.	  	  These	  flashy	  distractions	  may	  prevent	  
you	  from	  understanding	  the	  course	  materials	  in	  a	  complex	  and	  in-‐depth	  way.	  	  The	  
literature	  and	  even	  the	  films	  demand	  your	  wholehearted	  attention.	  	  Unplug,	  discipline	  
your	  mind,	  and	  give	  yourself	  the	  mental	  time	  and	  space	  to	  do	  your	  best	  learning	  and	  
thinking.	  	  	  
	  



	  
	  
	  

SYLLABUS:	  

Always	  read	  the	  books	  and	  articles	  before	  class.	  Always	  watch	  the	  assigned	  films	  before	  
class.	  	  The	  lectures	  will	  be	  much	  more	  interesting	  and	  make	  much	  more	  sense	  if	  you	  keep	  
up	  with	  the	  reading	  and	  the	  films!	  	  If	  you	  have	  not	  read	  the	  literature	  and	  watched	  the	  
films	  before	  you	  attend	  the	  lectures	  you	  will	  do	  much	  worse	  on	  the	  exams.	  	  Take	  
advantage	  of	  your	  college	  education	  and	  do	  your	  best	  intellectual	  work.	  
	  
	  

Part	  I.	  Indigenous	  Traditions	  and	  Environmental	  Justice	  
Day	  One.	  Mon.	  Dec.	  16.	  
Lecture:	  	  Indigenous	  Traditions	  and	  Environmental	  Justice.	  
[Including	  videos	  on	  environmental	  justice,	  climate	  justice,	  clips	  from	  Trouble	  the	  Water,	  
Crude.]	  
Watch	  the	  film	  	  Avatar	  in	  class.	  	  
	  
Day	  Two.	  Tues.	  Dec.	  17.	  
Discuss	  	  Avatar.	  
Discuss	  first	  half,	  Louise	  Erdrich,	  Tracks	  
	  
Day	  Three.	  Wed.	  Dec.	  18.	  	  	  	  
Discuss	  second	  half,	  Louse	  Erdrich	  Tracks	  
Anaya,	  “Devil	  Deer.”	  	  Ortiz,	  “Stuff,”	  Ortiz	  “Our	  Homeland.”	  [PDFs	  on	  Blackboard.]	  
	  
Day	  Four.	  Thurs.	  Dec.	  19.	  
First	  Exam.	  
Watch	  the	  film	  Safe	  in	  class.	  
	  

Part	  II.	  Risk,	  Toxins,	  and	  Ordinary	  Experts	  
Day	  Five.	  Friday	  Dec.	  20.	  	  	  
Discuss	  the	  film	  Safe.	  
Lecture	  on	  Risk,	  Toxins,	  and	  Ordinary	  Experts.	  [Clips	  from	  Silkwood,	  Gasland]	  
	  
Day	  Six.	  Thurs.	  Jan.	  2.	  	  
Susanne	  Antonetta,	  Body	  Toxic.	  
	  
Day	  Seven.	  Fri.	  Jan.	  3.	  	  
Second	  Exam.	  
Lecture	  on	  Biodiversity	  and	  Extinction,	  including	  animal	  art.	  	  
	  

Genetic	  Engineering,	  Biodiversity,	  Extinction	  
Day	  Eight.	  Mon.	  Jan.	  6.	  	  	  
Atwood,	  Oryx	  and	  Crake.	  



	  
Day	  Nine.	  Tues.	  Jan.	  7.	  	  
E.	  O	  Wilson,	  The	  Future	  of	  Life.	  
Watch	  Sharkwater	  in	  class.	  	  [Clips	  from	  Being	  Caribou	  in	  class.]	  
	  
Day	  Ten.	  Wed.	  Jan.	  8.	  	  
	  Poems	  about	  biodiversity	  and	  extinction.	  	  (PDFs	  in	  Blackboard).	  	  
	  
Day	  Eleven.	  Thurs.	  Jan.	  9:	  	  
Study	  Day.	  	  
Day	  Twelve.	  Jan.	  10.	  	  	  
Final	  Exam:	  Email	  a	  10	  page	  (2,500	  word)	  essay,	  in	  a	  PDF,	  to	  Dr.	  Alaimo,	  alaimo@uta.edu	  
by	  6:00pm	  on	  Friday,	  January	  9.	  	  (Be	  sure	  that	  you	  receive	  a	  confirmation	  email	  from	  Dr.	  
Alaimo,	  noting	  that	  she	  has	  received	  your	  essay.)	  	  The	  actual,	  specific	  assignment	  will	  be	  
provided	  on	  or	  before	  Thursday	  January	  8th.	  	  	  	  


