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Course Description: 

The undergraduate catalogue says that ENGL 3340 “provides an overview of American literature from its beginnings as it is related to developments in American history and culture.” But there are three sections of 3340 being offered this semester, so how is this section of the course different from others? Three attributes distinguish our reading list from one you might encounter in another section: 

1) Our reading will consist mainly of literature traditionally defined—poetry and imaginative fiction—not historical documents like letters, autobiographies of various sorts, or speeches. The literature is divided into three groups based on literary movement. Within each group, we will read one or more essays contemporaneous with the fiction, essays that can be used as theoretical lenses to shed light on the literature. We won’t take the traditional definition of literature for granted, however; I invite you to challenge my selections and to consider what setting such a limit on the texts we read means for questions of representation and diversity. 
2) I have selected relatively few works of literature compared to other sections of 3340, which will permit us to do things like read Huck Finn in its entirety instead of reading selections. I hope that what we lose in breadth we will make up in depth. 

3) Our focus in this class will be both historicist and presentist. We will seek to understand the texts not only as artifacts of specific historical moments, a way of reading that requires willingness to grapple with strangeness and distance, but also as letters from the past that have meaning for us now. 

Where class discussion will straddle both historicist and presentist approaches, I’ve designed the writing assignments with specific reading strategies in mind. You will explore the formal, thematic, rhetorical, and historical aspects of the literature by writing two 7-page textual analyses on a work (or works) of your choice. You will pursue the presentist line of inquiry in your commonplace book (a kind of reading journal that was popular in 19th-century America). This twice-weekly writing task creates an ongoing, one-to-one dialogue between me and each of you. The low stakes of the assignment will allow you to experiment with your responses to literature without too much of your grade riding on the outcome of that exploration. If you are invested and engaged, you will complete the course knowing a great deal about American literature. Moreover, you will learn to think metacritically about your own reading and writing practices.

Learning Outcomes:

Upon completion of this course students will be able to

· demonstrate critical understanding of the specific authors and texts covered in the course.

· identify connections among the texts, comparing and contrasting them, and locating them within larger narratives of American literary history.

· demonstrate knowledge of major themes, issues, and movements in the history of American literature.

· recognize and identify the characteristics of various literary genres important to American literary history.

· reflect critically their own reading practices.

· draw connections between literature of the past and concerns of the present.
Materials: 

1. A MavMail address that you check daily. 
2. The Norton Anthology of American Literature, shorter 8th edition, Ed. Nina Baym

Assignments and Grade Distribution:

Participation and Quizzes


10%

Commonplace Book



15%

Essay 1




15%

Midterm




15%

Essay 2




15%

Commonplace Book Reflection Essay
15%

Final





15%
Participation: 
I expect you to participate in class discussion, drawing on your commonplace book entries (more on those in class and on Blackboard) to articulate what you found meaningful about the readings. While there will be occasional lectures, the majority of class time will be spent in discussion. This is not a class where you can be a passive observer; your contributions are valuable and necessary to the functioning of the course.

I will give occasional pop quizzes at the beginning of class. 
You must always bring the text under discussion to class. Failing to bring the reading to class will have a negative impact on your participation grade. 
Attendance and Punctuality:

Every day you come to class, you receive a participation score based on your attentiveness, contributions to class conversation, and contributions to group work. Every class you miss will have an adverse impact on your grade because you will receive a zero participation grade for that day, and you will not be able to make up the in-class work or quiz. 
Punctuality is essential. Coming to class late disrupts the rhythm of the class, and it is disrespectful to me and to your classmates. By missing the first few minutes of class, you miss important announcements, clarification about upcoming assignments, and quizzes. Arriving after class has begun will have an adverse effect on your participation grade.

I do take attendance, but there is no maximum number of class days you can miss before failing the class. I hope that you see the value of coming to class and that you make coming to class a priority; not only will you learn from our meetings, your contributions are of value to the rest of us. I am not, however, going to legislate your attendance by threatening penalties. 

Historically in my classes, students who miss no more than two meetings have gotten the best grades.
Grading: 

I grade holistically. The grades I assign indicate how well you meet the expectations of an assignment, which are explained in detail on every prompt. The prompts will be available on Blackboard before the due dates, and we will go over them in class. If you do not understand my expectations for a particular assignment, it is up to you to ask for clarification. This is how I think of the letter grades I give you:
A
for work that exceeds expectations
B
for work that meets expectations well, better than average work
C
for competent work that meets the basic requirements listed in the prompt
D
for work that fails to meet basic requirements 

F
for work that is incomplete or that flouts requirements

For the purpose of calculating your final grades, I convert letter grades to numbers like this:

A+ = 97
B+= 87
C+= 77
D+ = 67


A = 95

B = 85

C = 75

D = 65

F = 55

A-= 92

B- = 82
C- = 72
D- = 62
A grade of C at the end of the semester indicates that a student has demonstrated command of the reading and writing skills the course is designed to impart. A C, in other words, is a grade that indicates that you have succeeded. An A indicates that your performance is excellent, exceeding that of the majority of your peers. 

Submission Requirements and Late Work: 

You will turn in all of your assignments on Blackboard (elearn.uta.edu). It is your responsibility to make sure that your submission goes through, which means going back after you have uploaded your assignment to double check that it is there. I cannot grade work I do not receive, and computer problems are not a valid excuse for late or missing work. If you are having trouble uploading an assignment from your home computer, go to the library and upload it from there. Plan ahead.
I do accept late work. But be advised: late work will lose a letter grade (10 points) for each calendar day (not class day) it is late. Heads up: your assignments are due on odd days (not always class days), so be sure to write the due dates on a calendar ahead of time so that you don’t miss them.
Extensions are negotiable. If you anticipate needing more time for an assignment, you must get in touch with me at least two days before the assignment is due. Together we will arrive at a later due date. I will hold you to that new due date and deduct points if you miss it. Do not e-mail me the day before something is due to ask for an extension; I will refuse. Plan ahead. I reserve the right to refuse extensions.

Unless we have made a special arrangement, do not send me work by e-mail. I will not accept it. 
If you need to miss class on an exam day, talk to me ahead of time so that we can schedule your exam in advance of the exam date. Should you miss an exam due to illness, I will give you a makeup exam only if you can provide a doctor’s note. Other extraordinary circumstances (car accidents and the like) also merit makeup exams; I reserve the right to decide whether a makeup exam is warranted on a case by case basis.
Formatting and Citation:

All formal writing assignments should be Word Documents that are formatted according to MLA style: double spaced, with 1-inch margins, in 12-pt., Times New Roman font. 
When citing secondary sources, follow the citation style outlined in the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, which is available both in the library and in bookstores.

Academic Integrity: 

All UTA students are expected to adhere to the University’s Honor Code:

I pledge, on my honor, to uphold UT Arlington’s tradition of academic integrity, a tradition that values hard work and honest effort in the pursuit of academic excellence. 

I promise that I will submit only work that I personally create or contribute to group collaborations, and I will appropriately reference any work from other sources. I will follow the highest standards of integrity and uphold the spirit of the Honor Code.

The University’s policy is that faculty members may employ the Honor Code as they see fit in their courses, including (but not limited to) having students acknowledge the honor code as part of an examination or requiring students to incorporate the honor code into any work submitted. Per UT System Regents’ Rule 50101, §2.2, suspected violations of university’s standards for academic integrity (including the Honor Code) will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. Violators will be disciplined in accordance with University policy, which may result in the student’s suspension or expulsion from the University.

My policy is to hold students to the highest standards of academic honesty, and I have zero tolerance for violations of academic integrity. Plagiarism of any kind will result in strict penalties, including the possibility of failing the course. You will be turning in all of your assignments via SafeAssign, a program available via Blackboard that checks your work against work on the web and a database of student work, thereby flagging potential instances of plagiarism.
What is plagiarism?
Plagiarism is presenting another person’s ideas or words as one’s own. Plagiarism occurs when a writer quotes, paraphrases, or summarizes another person’s work without crediting his/her sources. Plagiarism occurs whether the text quoted is a book, article, website, Wikipedia, a reader’s guide like Cliffs Notes or Sparks Notes, another student’s paper, or any other source. An entire essay is considered fraudulent even if only a single sentence is plagiarized. Also, please note that plagiarism has nothing to do with intent. If you do not properly credit your sources, you have plagiarized, whether or not you meant to. 

How can I avoid plagiarism?
1. Develop your own opinions and ideas whenever you write papers or exams. Resist the temptation to look to online reading guides, analyses, or summaries for inspiration; it’s way too easy for the language you read and ideas you’re exposed to to seep into your own writing.
2. If you refer to another person’s ideas or words, use proper citation to give them credit. This can mean either paraphrasing an author’s ideas and indicating that you are doing so in your prose (e.g., writing, “As Brook Thomas has argued,” and following that opener with a statement of his argument in your own words) or citing a source directly via quotation (e.g., “As Brook Thomas writes, ‘xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx’”). 
What are the consequences of plagiarism?
If I suspect you of plagiarism, I will contact you so that we can discuss my concerns. You will then have the opportunity to either accept or deny responsibility for plagiarism. If you deny responsibility, your case will be handled by the Office of Student Conduct, and you will receive an Incomplete in our course until the investigation is complete. Students who commit plagiarism will most likely receive a reduced grade, possibly a zero, for the fraudulent assignment. (I assess the academic penalty on a case-by-case basis.) Without exception, I will report the incident to the Office of Student Conduct, whether or not the student accepts responsibility for the alleged plagiarism. Disciplinary probation for a year is a common penalty for plagiarism issued by the Office of Student Conduct.
If you have any questions about these policies or about what constitutes plagiarism and/or collusion, ask me. Be sure to visit the website for the Office of Student Conduct for clarification on any of the above:

http://www.uta.edu/studentaffairs/conduct/academicintegrity.html

Course Etiquette:
The way you comport yourself during the semester has a substantial effect on your ethos, or credibility. Please take the following etiquette guidelines into account:

1. Turn off the ringers on your phones when you come into class and put your phones away. If I see you using your phone during class, you will receive zero participation points for that day. If you persist in using your phone during class, you may be asked to leave. Attention to discussion and showing respect for your instructor and classmates is part of being present. 
2. Unless you have discussed doing so ahead of time with me, do not use your laptop in class.

3. I am happy to answer your questions about the course and your writing via e-mail. I check my e-mail several times a day, but I cease to do so at night and do so considerably less frequently over the weekend. Do not, therefore, rely on me to answer questions about an assignment (for instance) the night before it is due. It is your responsibility to seek help ahead of time. If you have substantive questions about your writing or the course, it is best to visit me during my office hours so that we can talk about your concerns face to face.

4. When you send me an e-mail, please be sure that it has both a salutation and a closing. I expect you to address me in your e-mail as a matter of courtesy; writing “hey” followed by a comma is not addressing me! Think of composing an e-mail as a rhetorical act. 

Writing Center:

If you’re serious about your writing, you should take advantage of the Writing Center, located in Room 411 of the Central Library. The Writing Center offers guidance to UT-Arlington students on writing assignments. Students must register with the Writing Center before making appointments and should bring a printed copy of their assignment sheet, any instructor or peer comments, and their draft to the appointment. You may register and schedule appointments and find many other valuable resources and information online at http://www.uta.edu/owl.

Writing Center consultants assist students with writing development, from understanding an assignment and brainstorming ideas or revising an early draft to polishing a final document. However, the Writing Center is not a document editing service; consultants will neither identify every error nor rewrite student assignments. They focus on improving writing skills and helping students become better editors of their own writing, which includes learning to identify and correct their own grammar, punctuation, and editing errors.
Drop Policy: 

Students may drop or swap (adding and dropping a class concurrently) classes through self-service in MyMav from the beginning of the registration period through the late registration period. After the late registration period, students must see their academic advisor to drop a class or withdraw. Undeclared students must see an advisor in the University Advising Center. Drops can continue through a point two-thirds of the way through the term or session; the drop deadline this semester is March 28. It is the student's responsibility to officially withdraw if they do not plan to attend after registering. Students will not be automatically dropped for non-attendance. Repayment of certain types of financial aid administered through the University may be required as the result of dropping classes or withdrawing. For more information, contact the Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships (http://wweb.uta.edu/aao/fao/).

Electronic Communication: 

UT Arlington has adopted MavMail as its official means to communicate with students about important deadlines and events, as well as to transact university-related business regarding financial aid, tuition, grades, graduation, etc. All students are assigned a MavMail account and are responsible for checking the inbox regularly. There is no additional charge to students for using this account, which remains active even after graduation. Information about activating and using MavMail is available at http://www.uta.edu/oit/cs/email/mavmail.php.

What does this mean for our course? It means that you need to check your MavMail every day during the week and at least once over the weekend. I will be using Blackboard’s e-mail function to communicate with you, sending important announcements, schedule changes, and clarifications over e-mail. Blackboard sends e-mails to your MavMail, not to your hotmail, gmail, or yahoo account. Therefore, you can’t get away with checking your MavMail only every now and again. Get into the habit of checking it daily.
Student Support Services: 

UT-Arlington provides a variety of resources and programs designed to help students develop academic skills, deal with personal situations, and better understand concepts and information related to their courses. Resources include tutoring, major-based learning centers, developmental education, advising and mentoring, personal counseling, and federally funded programs. For individualized referrals, students may visit the reception desk at University College (Ransom Hall), call the Maverick Resource Hotline at 817-272-6107, send a message to resources@uta.edu, or view the information at www.uta.edu/resources.

Americans with Disabilities Act: 

The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of all federal equal opportunity legislation, including the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). All instructors at UT Arlington are required by law to provide "reasonable accommodations" to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Any student requiring an accommodation for this course must provide the instructor with official documentation in the form of a letter certified by the staff in the Office for Students with Disabilities, University Hall 102. Only those students who have officially documented a need for an accommodation will have their request honored. Information regarding diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining disability-based academic accommodations can be found at www.uta.edu/disability or by calling the Office for Students with Disabilities at (817) 272-3364.
Student Feedback Surveys: 

You’ll be hearing a lot about these from me as we get closer to the end of the semester. Here’s what the University has to say about them:

At the end of each term, students enrolled in classes categorized as “lecture,” “seminar,” or “laboratory” shall be directed to complete an online Student Feedback Survey (SFS). Instructions on how to access the SFS for this course will be sent directly to each student through MavMail approximately 10 days before the end of the term. Each student’s feedback enters the SFS database anonymously and is aggregated with that of other students enrolled in the course. UT-Arlington’s effort to solicit, gather, tabulate, and publish student feedback is required by state law; students are strongly urged to participate. For more information, visit http://www.uta.edu/sfs.
Final Review Week: 

A period of five class days prior to the first day of final examinations in the long sessions shall be designated as Final Review Week. The purpose of this week is to allow students sufficient time to prepare for final examinations. During this week, there shall be no scheduled activities such as required field trips or performances, and no instructor shall assign any themes, research problems or exercises of similar scope that have a completion date during or following this week unless specified in the class syllabus. During Final Review Week, an instructor shall not give any examinations constituting 10% or more of the final grade, except makeup tests and laboratory examinations. In addition, no instructor shall give any portion of the final examination during Final Review Week. During this week, classes are held as scheduled. In addition, instructors are not required to limit content to topics that have been previously covered; they may introduce new concepts as appropriate.
Emergency Exit Procedures: 
Should we experience an emergency event that requires us to vacate the building, students should exit the room and move toward the nearest exit, which are the stairwells at both ends of the hall outside our door. When exiting the building during an emergency, one should never take an elevator but should use the stairwells. Faculty members and instructional staff will assist students in selecting the safest route for evacuation and will make arrangements to assist handicapped individuals.

Syllabus and Schedule Changes: 

I’ve tried to make this document as complete as possible; however, during the course of the semester I may be required to alter, add, or abandon certain policies and/or assignments. I reserve the right to make such changes as they become necessary. You will be informed of any changes in writing. 
The Syllabus as a Contract: 

You may have noticed that much of what’s written above begins with the pronoun “you.” I have made very clear what is expected of each of you in the course. This syllabus is more than a list of what you need to do, though; it’s also a contract, a list of obligations and responsibilities that each of us takes on at the beginning of the semester. By reading this syllabus and deciding to stick with the course, you are consenting to the policies outlined above and promising to uphold your end of the bargain. (If you disagree with any of the policies or do not want to adhere to them, now’s the time to find a new section of the course.) I am promising a few things, too. As your instructor, I will:
1. Always start class on time, as I know your time is valuable.

2. Always end class on time, as I know you have places to be.

3. Grade your work within two weeks of it being turned in.

4. Hold office hours every week and advise you well ahead of time of any changes to them.

5. Be respectful of your opinions and open to your questions.

I encourage you to talk to me if you feel I’m not holding up my end of the bargain or if you have any concerns about the course.
Working Course Schedule 
Readings listed to the right of each day should be completed before that day’s class. You should read the entire selection and the headnote about the author unless otherwise noted. This schedule is subject to change.
Introduction

Week 1

Mon., Jan. 13:

Introduction to course policies
Wed., Jan. 15:
Discussion of commonplacing and of the design of the course. Read the information on commonplace books on Blackboard ahead of time. Also, review the table of contents of your anthology alongside our syllabus. Consider the reading selections for this course in light of the possibilities, and think about the phrase “history of American literature.” What do you think it means? 
Part 1: The American Renaissance 

Fri., Jan. 17:

Nathaniel Hawthorne, “Young Goodman Brown” (1835), 619-28
Week 2

Mon., Jan. 20:

Martin Luther King holiday (no class)

Wed., Jan. 22:
Critical context and theoretical lens:
 “An American Renaissance?”, 445-47, and Ralph Waldo Emerson, “Nature” (1836), 508-16 (Chapters 1-3)
Fri., Jan. 24:

continue with “Nature,” 516-36
Week 3

Mon., Jan. 27:

Edgar Allen Poe, “The Fall of the House of Usher” (1839), 702-14 
Wed., Jan. 29:

Theoretical lens: 

Henry David Thoreau, Walden (1854), 858-break on 882

Go over the prompt for the essay assignments (on Bb; read it ahead of time)
Fri., Jan. 31:

continue with Walden, break on 882-900 (finish “Economy”)
Week 4

Mon., Feb. 3:

continue with Walden, 901-38
Wed., Feb. 5:

Theoretical lens:
Frederick Douglass, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass (1845), 938-71 
Fri., Feb. 7:

continue with Douglass, 971-1002
Week 5

Mon., Feb. 10:
Herman Melville, “Benito Cereno” (1855), 1128-top of 1153 (“patience”)
Wed., Feb. 12:

continue with “Benito Cereno,” 1153-83
Fri., Feb. 14:

continue discussing “Benito Cereno”
Sat., Feb. 15:

Essay 1 due on Bb by 11:59 pm

Week 6

Mon., Feb. 17:

Walt Whitman, “Song of Myself” (1855), Sections 1-26, 1024-44 
Wed., Feb. 19:

Whitman, Sections 27-52, 1044-67
Fri., Feb. 21:
Emily Dickinson, read poems #112, 202, 236, 260, 269, 320, 340, 353, 359, 365, 372, 373, 409, 446, 448, 519, 591, 598, 620, 788, 1096, 1263, 1668 (1858-84), 1193-1214
Week 7

Mon., Feb. 24:

continue to discuss the Dickinson poems
Wed., Feb. 26:

catch-up day
Fri., Feb. 28:

Midterm
Part 2: Realism and Naturalism

Week 8

Mon., Mar. 3:
Critical context and theoretical lenses:
Headnote on Realism and Naturalism, 548-9, William Dean Howells, from “Novel-Writing and Novel-Reading: An Impersonal Explanation,” 551-53, and Henry James, from “The Art of Fiction” (1884), 554-56
Wed., Mar. 5:
Henry James, “Daisy Miller” (1878), 327-65
Fri., Mar. 7:
continue discussing “Daisy Miller”
March 10, 12, 14: 
Spring Break
Week 9

Mon., Mar. 17:
Mark Twain, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (1884), Chapters 1-11 (105-143)
Wed., Mar. 19:
Huck Finn, Chapters 12-19 (143-81) 
Fri., Mar. 21:
Huck Finn, Chapters 20-27 (181-217)
Week 10

Mon., Mar. 24:
Huck Finn, Chapters 28-37 (217-260)
Wed., Mar. 26:
Huck Finn, Chapters 38-the end plus the critical controversy section (260-96)
Fri., Mar. 28:
Charles Chesnutt, “The Goophered Grapevine” (1887), 458-65, and “The Wife of His Youth” (1899), 465-73 
Week 11

Mon., Mar. 31:
Stephen Crane, “The Open Boat” (1897), 584-600


Wed., Apr. 2:
Edith Wharton, “The Other Two” (1904) and “Roman Fever” (1934), 499-521

Part 3: Modernism and Postmodernism
Friday, Apr. 4:

T. S. Eliot, The Waste Land (1921), 825-38

Critical context and theoretical lenses:
“American Versions of Modernism” (663-66), William Carlos Williams, from Spring and All (1923), 804-06
Week 12

Mon., Apr. 7:

continue discussing The Waste Land 
Wed., Apr. 9:

T. S. Eliot, “The Hollow Men” (1925), 838-40

Fri., Apr. 11:
William Faulkner, “A Rose for Emily” (1931), 998-1004, and “Barn Burning” (1938), 1004-1016
Sat., Apr. 12:

Essay 2 due on Bb by 11:59 pm
Week 13

Mon., Apr. 14:
Go over prompt for Commonplace Book Reflection Essay (on Bb); Wallace Stevens, “The Snow Man,” “A High-Toned Old Christian Woman,” “The Emperor of Ice-Cream,” “Sunday Morning,” “Anecdote of the Jar,” “Thirteen Ways of Looking at a Blackbird,” “The Idea of Order at Key West,” “Of Modern Poetry” (1931-42), 768-77 
Wed., Apr. 16:
Theoretical lenses:
W. E. B. Du Bois, “Of Our Spiritual Strivings” (from The Souls of Black Folk) (1903), 533-38, Langston Hughes, from “The Negro Artist and the Racial Mountain” (1926), 806-08, and Zora Neale Hurston, “How It Feels to Be Colored Me” (1928), 941-43
Fri., Apr. 18:
Claude McKay, “The Harlem Dancer,” “Harlem Shadows,” “The Lynching,” “If We Must Die,” “Africa,” “America” (1917-22), 926-29, and Langston Hughes, “The Negro Speaks of Rivers,” “Mother to Son,” “I, Too,” “The Weary Blues,” “Mulatto,” “Song for a Dark Girl,” “Visitors to the Black Belt,” “Note on Commercial Theatre,” “Democracy,” “Theme for English B” (1921-49), 1038-45
Week 14

Mon., Apr. 21:
Ralph Ellison, “Battle Royal,” from Invisible Man (1952), 1211-21
Wed., Apr. 23:

Toni Morrison, “Recitatif” (1983), 1403-16
Fri., Apr. 25:

Thomas Pynchon, “Entropy” (1984), 1484-94

Critical context:
Edward Rothstein, “Modern and Postmodern, the Bickering Twins” (Bb) 

Please bring a copy to class.
Week 15

Mon., Apr. 28:
Junot Diaz, “The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao” (2000) (Bb)

Please bring a copy to class.

Wed., Apr. 30:

catch-up day
Fri., May 2:
Student Feedback Surveys, wrap up
Sat., May 3:
Commonplace Book Reflection Essay due by 11:59 pm on Bb
Mon., May 5:

Final exam, 11-1:30
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