HIST 1312-011
 History of the United States since 1865 

UH 115 Tu-Th 11:00 a.m.-12:20 p.m.
Instructor: Oliver Lee Bateman, JD, PhD
Email Address: batemano@uta.edu

Office: UH 329
Office Hours: Tu 2:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m., Th by appointment 

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE CONTENT: An introduction to the political, social, economic, and cultural history of the United States since 1865. This course is designed to help students understand and evaluate their society, comprehend the historical experience, and further develop reading and writing competencies and critical thinking skills. 

CLASS PREREQUISITES: Completion of or concurrent enrollment in ENGL 1301.
REQUIRED MATERIALS: 

There are required materials for this class:

· A U.S. History textbook – Howard Zinn, A People’s History of the United States (http://www.amazon.com/Peoples-History-United-States-Present/dp/0060838655)
· Additional readings chosen by instructor – Lisa Beckelheimer (ed.), Sports Talk (http://www.amazon.com/Sports-Talk-Longman-Topics-Reader/dp/0205583377/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1389052307&sr=1-1&keywords=sports+talk) 
UTA CORE CURRICULUM OBJECTIVES:
The state of Texas requires specific objectives for general education "core" courses.  The state objectives for “general ed” courses require that students learn critical thinking and communication (written, oral, visual) skills; teamwork skills; quantitative reasoning; personal responsibility (ethics) and social responsibility (civics).  In this course, we are responsible for covering all objectives except quantitative reasoning and teamwork.

· Critical Thinking Skills:  to include creative thinking, innovation, inquiry, and analysis, evaluation and synthesis of information.  Must be addressed in all core curriculum courses.
· Communication Skills:  to include effective development, interpretation and expression of ideas through written, oral and visual communication.  Must be addressed in all core curriculum courses.
· Empirical and Quantitative Skills:  to include the manipulation and analysis of numerical data or observable facts resulting in informed conclusions.  Must be addressed in all core courses that satisfy the following requirements:
· Mathematics

· Life and Physical Sciences

· Social and Behavioral Sciences

· Component Area Option of Mathematics and Logic

· Teamwork:  to include the ability to consider different points of view and to work effectively with others to support a shared purpose or goal.  Must be addressed in all core courses that satisfy the following requirements: 
· Life and Physical Sciences

· Creative Arts

· Communication

· Personal Responsibility:  to include the ability to connect choices, actions and consequences to ethical decision-making. Must be addressed in all core courses that satisfy the following requirements: 

· Communication

· Language, Philosophy and Culture

· American History

· Government/Political Science

· Social Responsibility:  to include intercultural competence, knowledge of civic responsibility, and the ability to engage effectively in regional, national and global communities.  Must be addressed in all core courses that satisfy the following requirements: 

· Language, Philosophy and Culture

· Creative Arts

· American History

· Government/Political Science

· Social and Behavioral Sciences
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

During this course, students will learn how to: 

· identify key events, peoples, individuals, terms, periods, and chronology of the history of the United States; distinguish between historical fact and historical interpretation; and connect historical events in chronological chain(s) of cause and effect
· develop critical thinking skills by discussing the living nature of history, using historical evidence to critique competing interpretations of the same historical events, explaining the nature of historical controversies

· synthesize diverse historical information and evidence related to broad themes of U.S. history and present this information in coherent, well-articulated, and well-substantiated analytical discussions and other written assignments

· develop the ability to connect choices, actions, and consequences to ethical decision making by examining the motivations and actions of key figures in U.S. history 
· develop an understanding of civic and social responsibility by examining interactions within and between regional, national, and global communities in U.S. history
FACULTY EXPECTATIONS:  I expect that students will:

· not cheat, plagiarize, collude or commit other acts of academic dishonesty

· participate fully by attending class regularly and being prepared for discussions and other assignments.  Being prepared means doing your reading assignment or other class prep before the class session

· do college-level work in all written assignments.  You will receive specific and detailed instructions for all assessments within this course, follow them.  Proofread for grammar and prose (turning in sloppy work with many grammatical errors is not college level - if you have problems with writing on a college level, utilize the services of the Writing Center)

· turn in work on time

· show respect to your instructor and your fellow students in all interactions

· ask for help when needed

ASSIGNMENTS AND ASSESSMENTS: 

· Tests: There will be 2 short-answer/identification examinations, with each worth 50% of the course grade.
· Assignments: Per UT system guidelines, there will be one assignment in this course that assesses students’ knowledge of the course content and the core objectives of critical thinking, communication, personal and social responsibilities.  This assignment will not be graded but will be submitted electronically via Blackboard. Failure to complete this assignment will result in the receipt of an “Incomplete/I” grade for the course.  Further details about this assignment will be provided prior to its due date (see “Course Schedule” for more information). 
ATTENDANCE: Regular attendance is expected.  Given that most of the material on the exam is drawn from lectures, students who fail to attend class are likely to fail the class as well.  
GRADING:  Students are expected to keep track of their performance throughout the semester and seek guidance from available sources (including the instructor) if their performance drops below satisfactory levels.  Extra credit for attendance at Pre-Law Center events will be announced throughout the semester.  No other extra credit will be available.
EXPECTATIONS FOR OUT-OF-CLASS STUDY: A general rule of thumb is this: for every credit hour earned, a student should spend 3 hours per week working outside of class. Hence, a 3-credit course might have a minimum expectation of 9 hours of reading, study, etc. Beyond the time required to attend each class meeting, students enrolled in this course should expect to spend at least an additional 6-9 hours per week of their own time in course-related activities, including reading required materials, completing assignments, preparing for exams, etc. 

LATE PAPER AND MAKE-UP POLICY:  Students with doctor’s notes, mechanic’s bills, police reports, funeral notices, etc. will be able to take their examinations during office hours.  These notices MUST CORRESPOND TO THE DATE OF THE MISSED EXAMINATION.  Notices from decades ago will not be honored, for obvious reasons.  But thanks for trying!
DROP POLICY: Students may drop or swap (adding and dropping a class concurrently) classes through self-service in MyMav from the beginning of the registration period through the late registration period. After the late registration period, students must see their academic advisor to drop a class or withdraw. Undeclared students must see an advisor in the University Advising Center. Drops can continue through a point two-thirds of the way through the term or session. It is the student's responsibility to officially withdraw if they do not plan to attend after registering. Students will not be automatically dropped for non-attendance. Repayment of certain types of financial aid administered through the University may be required as the result of dropping classes or withdrawing. For more information, contact the Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships (http://wweb.uta.edu/ses/fao).

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT:  The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of all federal equal opportunity legislation, including the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). All instructors at UT Arlington are required by law to provide "reasonable accommodations" to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. 

Any student requiring an accommodation for this course must provide the instructor with official documentation in the form of a letter certified by the staff in the Office for Students with Disabilities, University Hall 102. Only those students who have officially documented a need for an accommodation will have their request honored. Information regarding diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining disability-based academic accommodations can be found at www.uta.edu/disability or by calling the Office for Students with Disabilities at (817) 272-3364.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: All students enrolled in this course are expected to adhere to the UT Arlington Honor Code:

I pledge, on my honor, to uphold UT Arlington’s tradition of academic integrity, a tradition that values hard work and honest effort in the pursuit of academic excellence. 

I promise that I will submit only work that I personally create or contribute to group collaborations, and I will appropriately reference any work from other sources. I will follow the highest standards of integrity and uphold the spirit of the Honor Code.

Instructors may employ the Honor Code as they see fit in their courses, including (but not limited to) having students acknowledge the honor code as part of an examination or requiring students to incorporate the honor code into any work submitted. Per UT System Regents’ Rule 50101, §2.2, suspected violations of university’s standards for academic integrity (including the Honor Code) will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. Violators will be disciplined in accordance with University policy, which may result in the student’s suspension or expulsion from the University.

STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES: UT Arlington provides a variety of resources and programs designed to help students develop academic skills, deal with personal situations, and better understand concepts and information related to their courses. Resources include tutoring, major-based learning centers, developmental education, advising and mentoring, personal counseling, and federally funded programs. For individualized referrals, students may visit the reception desk at University College (Ransom Hall), call the Maverick Resource Hotline at 817-272-6107, send a message to resources@uta.edu, or view the information at www.uta.edu/resources.

ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS: UT Arlington has adopted MavMail as its official means to communicate with students about important deadlines and events, as well as to transact university-related business regarding financial aid, tuition, grades, graduation, etc. All students are assigned a MavMail account and are responsible for checking the inbox regularly. There is no additional charge to students for using this account, which remains active even after graduation. Information about activating and using MavMail is available at http://www.uta.edu/oit/cs/email/mavmail.php.

STUDENT FEEDBACK SURVEY: At the end of each term, students enrolled in classes categorized as lecture, seminar, or laboratory shall be directed to complete a Student Feedback Survey (SFS). Instructions on how to access the SFS for this course will be sent directly to each student through MavMail approximately 10 days before the end of the term. Each student’s feedback enters the SFS database anonymously and is aggregated with that of other students enrolled in the course. UT Arlington’s effort to solicit, gather, tabulate, and publish student feedback is required by state law; students are strongly urged to participate. For more information, visit http://www.uta.edu/sfs.
FINAL REVIEW WEEK:  A period of five class days prior to the first day of final examinations in the long sessions shall be designated as Final Review Week. The purpose of this week is to allow students sufficient time to prepare for final examinations. During this week, there shall be no scheduled activities such as required field trips or performances; and no instructor shall assign any themes, research problems or exercises of similar scope that have a completion date during or following this week unless specified in the class syllabus. During Final Review Week, an instructor shall not give any examinations constituting 10% or more of the final grade, except makeup tests and laboratory examinations. In addition, no instructor shall give any portion of the final examination during Final Review Week. During this week, classes are held as scheduled. In addition, instructors are not required to limit content to topics that have been previously covered; they may introduce new concepts as appropriate.
THE FINAL EXAMINATION FOR THIS COURSE WILL BE GIVEN ON MAY 6, 2014 AND WILL TAKE PLACE BETWEEN 11:00 a.m. AND 1:30 p.m.  Please refer to http://wweb.uta.edu/aao/recordsandregistration/assets/pdf/final_exam_schedule_spring2014.pdf for additional information.
COURSE SCHEDULE:
As the instructor for this course, I reserve the right to adjust this schedule in any way that serves the educational needs of the students enrolled in this course.

January 14, 2014

Lecture:  Course policies / Introduction

Reading: None

January 16, 2014

Lecture: Gilded Age Politics, 21st Century Politics

Reading: Zinn, “Robber Barons and Rebels”

January 21, 2014

Lecture: Labor and Capital

Reading: Zinn, “The Socialist Challenge”

January 23, 2014

Lecture: Leisure and Recreation in the 19th Century

Reading: Elliot Gorn, “Gouge and Bite, Pull Hair and Scratch” available at http://suchma-sporthistory.wikispaces.com/file/view/Gorn+Week+2
January 28, 2014

Lecture: John “Old Smoke” Morrissey, American 

Reading: None

January 30, 2014

Lecture: Death and Taxes

Readings: Pollock v. Farmers Loan and Trust Co. (1895) available at http://www.law.cornell.edu/supremecourt/text/157/429 

Amendment XVI available at http://www.law.cornell.edu/constitution/amendmentxvi
Tax Rates Adjusted for Inflation available at http://taxfoundation.org/sites/taxfoundation.org/files/docs/fed_individual_rate_history_adjusted.pdf
February 4, 2014

Lecture: The Greatest Generation

Reading: Zinn, “A People’s War”

February 6, 2014

PRACTICE EXAM 

February 11, 2014

Lecture: Race and Disgrace

Reading: Zinn, “Or Does It Explode?”

February 13, 2014

Lecture: Race and Sports

Readings: Beckelheimer, “What Role Does Race Play in Sports?” (pp. 117-158)

Bateman, “Madden Curse 2012: The Passion and the Prejudice” available at http://goodmenproject.com/sports-2/madden-curse-2012-the-passion-and-the-prejudice/
February 18, 2014

Lecture: Male Bodies in the 20th Century

Readings: Samuel Fussell, “Bodybuilder Americanus” available at http://books.google.com/books?id=kC1aiBNgK2QC&lpg=PA43&dq=Bodybuilder%20Americanus&pg=PA43#v=onepage&q=Bodybuilder%20Americanus&f=false
February 20, 2014

Lecture: Violence

Reading: Beckelheimer, “What Role Does Violence Play in Sports?” (pp. 79-116)

Bateman, “Masculinity, Violence, and Injury” available at http://goodmenproject.com/featured-content/masculinity-violence-and-playing-through-the-pain/
February 25, 2014

MIDTERM EXAMINATION (study guide distributed 02/20/2014)

February 27, 2014

Lecture: The Age of Nixon

Reading: Zinn, “The Seventies: Under Control?”

March 4, 2014

Lecture: Gender

Reading: Beckelheimer, “What Role Does Gender Play in Sports?” (pp. 159-194)

March 6, 2014

Week of March 10, 2014 – NO CLASS, SPRING BREAK

March 18, 2014

NO CLASS

March 20, 2014

Lecture: The Age of Reagan

Reading: Zinn, “Carter-Reagan-Bush: The Bipartisan Consensus”

Video:  Jesse Jackson, “1984 DNC Address” available at http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/jessejackson1984dnc.htm
March 25, 2014

Lecture: What’s the Matter With Kansas? / Bowling Alone

Reading: Zinn, “The Unreported Resistance”

Robert Putnam, “Bowling Alone” available at http://xroads.virginia.edu/~HYPER/DETOC/assoc/bowling.html
April 1, 2014

Lecture: The Triumph and Tragedy of Clarence Thomas

Reading: none

Video:  Pat Buchanan, “The Culture Wars” available at http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/patrickbuchanan1992rnc.htm
April 3, 2014

Lecture: The Age of Clinton

Reading: Zinn, “The Clinton Presidency”

April 8, 2014

Lecture:  Bush v. Gore
Reading: Bush v. Gore available at http://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/html/00-949.ZPC.html (read all opinions)

CORE ASSESSMENT ASSIGNED
April 10, 2014

Lecture: Free Speech

Reading: Beckelheimer, “Trash-Talk or Free Speech” (pp. 195-233)

April 15, 2014

Lecture: 9/11

Reading: Zinn, “The 2000 Election and the ‘War on Terrorism’”

April 22, 2014

Lecture: Popular Culture, the Monoculture

Reading: Beckelheimer, “What Do Sports Mean to America?” (pp. 1-37)

April 24, 2014

Lecture:  The TED Talk

Reading: none

CORE ASSESSMENT DUE VIA BLACKBOARD
April 29, 2014

Lecture:  Review session for final examination

Reading: Review sheet distributed 04/29/2014

May 1, 2014

NO CLASS

May 6, 2014

FINAL EXAMINATION, 11:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

