Character Analysis

1.  PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

Body Type ​– Height, weight, build, colouring, features. How does the character feel about his/her physical self?

Health – What physical problems if any, does the character experience? Does he consider them a major or a minor problem? How much do they interfere with his activities?

Clothing – What kinds of clothes and accessories does she typically wear? What does she feel most comfortable in? What is her personal style?

Movement – What is his style of movement? Is he graceful or awkward? An exercise nut or a couch potato?

2.  SOCIOLOGICAL CHARACTERISTICS

Name – What name does she go by? Is it the name she was given at birth or one she chose for herself? Does she have a nickname? How are her age, her heritage, and her parents’ expectations reflected in her name?

Basic Biographical Details – Age, where and when born, how he got from childhood to this point. What is his current attitude toward his earlier years?

Social Status, Cultural and Ethnic Background – How have these shaped her? Is she an insider or outside in her current milieu?

Significant Relationships – Parents, siblings, spouse, children, past and present lovers, friends. How have these people influenced or affected him? What is the state of their current relationships?

Residence – Town, neighbourhood, type of abode. How does he feel about living there? What kind of environment has she created for herself in her personal space (home, office)?

Education – What type and how much? To what uses has his education been put? Was his education the kind he wanted or felt he deserved?

Occupation or Profession – What does he do for a living? Is she good at it? Does she find it enjoyable or rewarding? Is she happy with the status and remuneration it gives her? How is she thought of by her colleagues, superiors, and subordinates? Is she more comfortable in a secure job or is she an entrepreneurial type?

Religion, Superstitions, Social and Political Beliefs – What shapes his world view? How serious a believer is he? How sincere? How tolerant or intolerant of others’ views?

3.  PSYCHOLOGICAL CHARACTERISTICS
Personality – What is his basic temperament and outlook on life? Is he an optimist or a pessimist? Outgoing or reclusive? Emotional or self-contained? Trusting or suspicious? Slow or quick to anger?

Speech Patterns – Is she articulate? Glib? Tongue-tied? What sort of jargon or slang does she use? Is there a regional flavour to her speech?

Attitude toward Self – What does he like and not like about himself? What does he count as his greatest successes and failures? How much would he change himself? Does he see himself as others see him?

Talents, Interests, Passions – What is she especially good at? What does she love to do, or to have? What would be her perfect day?

Habits and Routines – How does he get through a typical day? How does he respond if his regular routines are interrupted?

Response to Stress – Does she fall apart in a crisis? Come through it fine and then fell apart? Not notice the crisis? Create the crisis in the first place?

Humour – What makes him laugh? What kind of jokes does he tell?

Hot Buttons – What drives her crazy? What are her pet peeves?

Attitude toward the gender the character is attracted to – And attitude toward sex in general? How did these attitudes develop?

Attitude toward Authority – Does he see the police, or his boss, or his parent, as friend or foe?

Fondest Dream and Darkest Fear – Self explanatory. These can be strong motivating factors.
