FIRST YEAR SEMINAR IN THEATRE ARTS
FALL 2013 THEA 1300-001
Monday-Wednesday-Friday 10:00 – 10:50 a.m.
Trimble Hall – Room 102
Instructor:  Julienne Greer, Ph.D.
Office Hours:  Thursday 1:00 – 2:00 p.m. or by appointment.                                                                   Office:  Fine Arts North 197A

Email: jgreer@uta.edu
Peer Action Leader: Kabbakeh Bangura – kabbakeh.bangura@mavs.uta.edu
Course Description:  The classical Greek philosopher Plato (428-348 B.C.E.) defined comedy as any exhibition which has a tendency to excite laughter.  However, what is it that makes one person laugh and another cringe with disgust? Comedy may not be defined as science, yet it does have its rules.  This first year seminar will explore comedic forms and techniques.  Topics to be examined include: the mechanics of comedy, comedic genres, and iconic comic characters from the past and present.
Student Learning Objectives.
1. Students will be able to describe and identify different forms of comedy.

2. The students will be able to discuss the laws of comedy as well explain the reasons for laughter.

3. Students will acquire the academic, financial and personal management skills necessary to succeed as a college student at the University if Texas at Arlington.

Students will examine these topics through a weekly journaling assignment in which they conceptualize their own individuality and experiences in relation to their assigned readings and discussion topics from the FYS textbook, No Limits. Both the PAL and the instructor will review these journal entries and use some of them in a weekly basis to generate discussion and provide supportive insight to the class as a whole on common problems and challenges faced by incoming FY students.

4. Students will be able to formalize their notes from lecture and their text and present them into a logical written essay. 
Students will be required to read and write a 2 page essay/review of Aristophanes play Lysistrata. This ancient Greek play was written by Greece’s foremost comedic writer, Aristophanes.  Your paper should include elements discussed in class as well as in the manuscript itself. 
5. The students will develop and utilize critical-thinking skills necessary for academic success.
Students will be separated into groups and each group will be given a research topic. The group will research and present the material in a written and oral report. The presentations must be presented in a clear and creative manner.
6. The students will be able to discuss how to integrate into the University environment.
Each week, students will write between 300 and 500 words response to their experiences at UTA.  Students will be provided with a detailed prompt illustrating the kind of subjects that are appropriate for their journals.  These include reflections on how students perceive their UTA Experiences, and what specific challenges, solutions and ideas arise from writing about them.  In turn, the PAL and instructor will abstract some of the themes and/or problems from individual or sets of journals for the purpose of helpful, supportive classroom discussions.
7. The students will develop a connection with UT Arlington.
The students will be given circumstances or situations that they may encounter in college, i.e., talking to a professor about a grade…dealing with a fellow student...etc.  The student will be given these scenarios and with the help of UTA upper class theatre students and University Faculty, they will improvise a possible outcome.  The students will then write a brief essay commenting on the results from the scenarios and other alternatives that could have been taken to resolve the situation.

LATENESS /ABSENCES

• Students are expected to be prompt for class. 

• It is the student's sole responsibility to make sure that the instructor has recorded the student's attendance.
YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND ALL CLASS MEETINGS. MISSING MORE THAN TWO (2) CLASSES WITHOUT CONSULTING WITH YOUR PEER ACADEMIC LEADER WILL RESULT IN A FAILING GRADE FOR THE COURSE. Entering late or leaving early (5 min. or more) three times equals one full absence. Missed classes with directly affect the participation portion of your final grade.
PARTICIPATION/ATTENDANCE
Every student is expected to actively engage in every class morning. Engagement is defined as paying attention, responding to Instructor’s questions, raising your own questions, adding your opinion to classroom discussions and generally positively contributing to the learning environment. Please note that sleeping, reading the newspaper, working on other coursework, playing with a phone or mp3 player and not acceptable.

REQUIRED TEXTS 
No Limits Foundations and Strategies for College Success 
Lysistrata – Aristophanes
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/7700/7700-h/7700-h.htm

OBJECTIONAL MATERIAL:  There will be times through this course when it will be necessary to use course materials that some students may find objectionable.  I will try to give you (when possible in advance) information that will enable you to make a knowledgeable choice about attending that class period. However, you will still be responsible for the concepts and material discussed in class even if you choose not to attend and your absence will count as one of the three allowed under the attendance policy. 
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT 
The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of federal equal opportunity legislation; reference Public Law 93112 -- The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended. With the passage of new federal legislation entitled Americans With Disabilities Act - (ADA), pursuant to section 504 of The Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same opportunities enjoyed by all citizens. 
 

As a faculty member, I am required by law to provide "reasonable accommodation" to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Student responsibility primarily rests with informing faculty at the beginning of the semester and in providing authorized documentation through designated administrative channels. 
The Office for Students with Disabilities is located on the first floor of University Hall, and their email address is http://www.uta.edu/disability/.
 
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY 
It is the philosophy of The University of Texas at Arlington that academic dishonesty is a completely unacceptable mode of conduct and will not be tolerated in any form. All persons involved in academic dishonesty will be disciplined in accordance with University regulations and procedures. Discipline may include suspension or expulsion from the University.  "Scholastic dishonesty includes but is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student—or the attempt to commit such acts." (Regents’ Rules and Regulations, Part One, Chapter VI, Section 3, Subsection 3.2, Subdivision 3.22) 

All students enrolled in this course are expected to adhere to the UT Arlington Honor Code:

I pledge, on my honor, to uphold UT Arlington’s tradition of academic integrity, a tradition that values hard work and honest effort in the pursuit of academic excellence. 

I promise that I will submit only work that I personally create or contribute to group collaborations, and I will appropriately reference any work from other sources. I will follow the highest standards of integrity and uphold the spirit of the Honor Code.

Per UT System Regents’ Rule 50101, §2.2, suspected violations of university’s standards for academic integrity (including the Honor Code) will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. Violators will be disciplined in accordance with University policy, which may result in the student’s suspension or expulsion from the University.


 
STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES AVAILABLE 
The University of Texas at Arlington provides a variety of resources and programs designed to help students develop academic skills, deal with personal situations, and better understand concepts and information related to their courses. These resources include tutoring, major-based learning centers, developmental education, advising and mentoring, personal counseling, and federally funded programs. For individualized referrals to resources for any reason, students may contact the Maverick Resource Hotline at 817-272-6107 or visit www.uta.edu/resources for more information.
Theatre Arts Attendance/Production Duty Policy:
Students who fail to meet class attendance requirements may be removed from acting, directing, design, stage management, and/or other major production positions for the current semester's productions at the discretion of the department chair.
 
Conferences/Auditions:
Department of Theatre Arts majors are encouraged to participate in theatre conferences and auditions. However, students are expected to complete assigned coursework in a timely manner as arranged with the instructor and to notify instructors prior to their absence.  Such notification must be in writing.  At the discretion of each instructor, class participation grades may be affected; therefore, students are advised to consult with their instructors prior to engaging in such activities.


SCHEDULE
August
23
Introductions- Rules and Regulations – Syllabus Review 
     
PAL introductions

26
Introduction to Comedy/ Introduction to UTA: 
28
Philosophy of Laughter. What is laughter and what makes us laugh.
30
PAL Workshop #1
September
4
Introduction to comedy genre: black comedy, alternative comedy, physical 
comedy, improvisational comedy, satire, insult comedy, mockumentary, etc.

6
PAL Workshop #2  About a University 

9
Techniques of Comedy: Read to p. 53 Lysistrata by Aristophanes. 
11
Comedic dialogue. Discuss Lysistrata.
13
PAL Workshop #3 Campus Life The Value Added from Involvement 
18
Read 53 to end Lysistrata. Improv and comedic form. Discuss Lysistrata.
IMPROV TROUP Studio Theatre – Fall: Sept. 20, 21, 2013
20
PAL Workshop #4 Foundations of Academic Self-Management 
23
Review of Notes from discussion. Comedic forms from TV.
25
Comedic forms from Film and Theatre. Paper Due on Lysistrata
27
PAL Workshop #5 Self-Directed and Active Learning. 
30
How to write a review/critique and rehearsal for group performance.
October

2
Greek/ Roman Comedy.
4
PAL Workshop # 6 Avoiding the Hazards along the Way. 
7
Comedies of William Shakespeare. 
9
Commedia dell’Arte.
11
PAL Workshop # 7 Healthy Living
14
Satire, mockumentary.
16
Political, black comedy.
18
PAL Workshop # 8 Self- and Career Exploration
21
American comedy TV Characters
23
American comedy film characters  
25
PAL Workshop # 9 Financial Self-Management
28
British Comedy TV and Film
30
Group performance formation and expectations.
November

1
PAL Workshop # 10 Campus Resources 
4
Group performance rehearsal.

6
Group performance of PAL material.

8
Airplane the movie
11
Airplane the movie
13
PAL Word usage in Airplane and word usage with your instructors.
15
Journal review and discussion 
18
PAL Workshop #11 At Risk Student MENTORING EXERCISES
20
PAL Workshop# 11 At Risk Student MENTORING EXERCISES
22
Discussion of Mentoring exercises
25
America vs. British Comedy
27
Watch Monty Python and The Holy Grail
28-29
OFF Thanksgiving Holidays

December

2
Watch Monty Python and the Holy Grail
4
Discuss Comic Elements of Airplane and Grail. PAL workshop - preparing for a 
final.
Final Examination Dec 9th 8 – 10:30 a.m.
GRADES  
Lysistrata Paper                     
10%

Group Presentation #1 
25%
Journal 


10%

Participation/Attendance
20%

At Risk Mentoring

10%

Final exam


25%

The Freshman Seminar course is a one-credit hour course and is graded on a PASS/FAIL basis. Passing is considered 70% or higher. Hence, it is just as easy to earn a failing grade as it is to earn a passing grade. A grade of “incomplete” for the course will NOT be awarded without prior consultation with the instructor. The student is responsible for initiating this conversation with the instructor.
