JOUR 2340 – 001

Photojournalism I

Fall 2014
Monday / Wednesday / Friday

10:00 am – 10:50am / Lecture

Room 411 Fine Arts Building 

Instructor:

Brad Loper

Faculty Profile:

https://www.uta.edu/mentis/profile/?8542
Office Hours:

8:30AM–8:50AM/12PM–12:30PM (M-W-F / Appointment Required)      FA 263

Mailbox:

118 FA – Department of Communication main office

E-mail:


bloper@uta.edu 


Course Requirements: 
None
Required Textbook: 

The complete Practical Guide To Digital and Classic Photography by 



Steve Luck and John Freeman
Required: 


SD memory card. 2 Gig minimum.
Description of Course Content:  This course teaches theory and basic techniques for making photojournalism photographs. It will serve as the entry-level photojournalism course in the Communication Department at UT-Arlington. Student will learn digital camera use, composition, exposure, lens usage and basic lighting.  Student will also learn basic image editing in Adobe Bridge and Adobe Photoshop. An introduction to photojournalism as it pertains to the industry will also be presented. 
Student Learning Outcomes:  

*
Learn to become comfortable using a Digital SLR camera to capture images for print and online 



publications while working under deadlines.

*
Have the ability to use basic camera operations and controls such as focus, aperture, shutter speed, depth of 

field, light metering and photo editing software.

*
Have the ability to distinguish between a snapshot and a professional photojournalism image. 
*
Understand how different focal lengths/lenses affect photographs. 
*
Have the ability to compose a photograph effectively. 
*
Critically evaluate own work and the works of others utilizing the principles of composition, focus,


exposure and contrast as well as style and fairness.

*
Understand basic PJ ethics, including photo manipulation, either with camera or editing software.

*
Have a basic knowledge of Adobe Photoshop and how to open, adjust, crop, caption and save images. 

Attendance Policy:  Attendance is required. Each student will be allowed four (4) unexcused absences for the semester. After the fourth, a point for each absence will be deducted from the overall class assignment grade. The class assignment grade counts 50% of the overall grade. A sign in sheet will be used during class time. 

Information about specific assignments and lectures will be presented within class time. If student misses, it will be up to that student to collect notes from lecture from another student. Instructor will NOT post lecture notes. 

You need to be here to learn what is required for this course. 

There are instances where absence is necessary because of illness or personal maters. Please let me know. 

Instructor can be reached at loper@uta.edu.
Make-up Exams: If student misses a scheduled quiz/exam because of an excused or unexcused absence, an email will be sent naming a specific time for a make-up to be completed. It will either be the next class period or class lab time. If the absence is deemed unexcused, the student will be allowed to make up the quiz/exam, but 15 points will be deducted from the top. If the student fails to return the email and misses class beyond two weeks of the original quiz date, a grade of zero will be given.
Photo Assignments: There will be two (2) categories for photo assignments for this course.

—   Class Photo Assignments: There will be eight (8) required photo assignments that will examine tools and techniques into basic photography. Several of these will be done in groups within normal class time with instructors help. If you miss that day, you will be required to do it on your own time. A category within Blackboard can be found where these assignments will be housed and where they will be completed.

I will DROP the lowest photo assignment grade for all assignments turned in. What this means is I will drop your lowest grade of assignments you turn in for this course. If you fail to complete and assignment and miss the Kill date you will receive a grade of Zero. That grade will NOT be dropped. It requires all students to attempt to shoot and turn in all eight assignments. 

Specific due dates will be given in class and on the schedule.

—   Midterm and Final Project: 


The midterm is a required photo assignment to be completed from a group of six (6) options the student can choose from. Options will be more in depth than the basic assignments and require more time over multiple days to complete. They will also be done outside of class time. A category within Blackboard can be found where these assignments will be housed and where they will be completed. They are listed under Midterm / Final Project in Blackboard.


The Final Project will also come from the pool of six (6) from the same folder noted above. The Final Project will require additional work over the Midterm however. A note at the bottom of each assignment will indicate what additionally is required. You may not use the same option for both the Midterm and Final Project.
The Final Project will be due during Final Review Week but should be started and photographed prior to that week. Making the due date during this week will provide students additional time to complete the project.

YOU MAY NOT USE THE SAME OPTION FOR THE MIDTERM AND FINAL PROJECT. STUDENT MUST SELECT TWO DIFFERENT OPTIONS. 

Picking two of six will give each student the opportunity to find assignments that better fit their interest.

Due Dates: Deadlines in the news business are critical and deadlines for assignments for this course will be strictly enforced. Assignments turned in late will have 20 points deducted for each week that they are late, up to TWO (2) weeks. After two weeks from the due date, the assignment will not be available to students in Blackboard and the student will receive a grade of Zero for that assignment. This date will be referred to as the kill date.

The number of images to turn in for each assignment will depend on the specific assignment. It will be noted in the description. It will be REQUIRED that each student shoot a minimum of 20 frames (images) per assignment, though typically only 2 — 6 will be required to turn in.

Assignments will be uploaded to blackboard using specific sizing, file naming, folder naming, uploading and captioning. Failure to follow the protocol will result in points being deducted from the assignment. Specifics will be provided in class and on handouts in Blackboard.

Assignments are due by 6pm on the specified due date. Assignments turned in after 6pm on the due date will be considered late. The due date is also specified on each assignment in Blackboard.

Some assignments will require student to do the work outside of class time. 

All photographs turned in as assignments must be shot this semester, (Fall 2014), for the specific assignment given. Photographs from previous semesters, for other classes, or for other assignments for this class will not be accepted unless the instructor has granted prior approval. This is especially true for the midterm and the final project. 

Assignments turned in for this class that also appear in a UTA student publication must be cleared by the instructor before turning it in. Come speak with me about it. 
Equipment for Photo Assignments: All photo assignments MUST be shot using a digital SLR camera that you either own or checked out from the Communication Department equipment checkout room. Do not use a point-and-shoot digital camera or a phone camera. Images from anything other than a digital SLR camera will not be accepted. 
Caption information on Assignments: All assignments turned in during this class will require a caption (cutline). Details on this will be provided in class and on the Adobe Photoshop handout provided early in the semester.

Any photo turned in for an assignment that does not have a caption (cutline) in it will have 10 points deducted from the assignment. Points will also be deducted for caption (cutline) information that is lacking.

Quizzes: There will be two Quizzes for this course to be given during lecture time. A scantron will be required to be brought by the student. If student receives an "A" grade on all quizzes they can use their Quiz average as their Final Exam grade and be exempt from the Final Exam. 

NOTE: An A on all quizzes is required, not simply an A average.
Final Exam:  A Final Exam based on the Quizzes will be given during Finals week. If a student receives an "A" grade on ALL of the Quizzes, they may use their Quiz average in place of their Final Exam grade and be excused from taking the final.

Guest Speaker write-ups: BONUS POINTS

There will also be an unspecified number of guest speakers for this course. Each student MAY (not required) write a short essay (400 words) about the speaker and what he or she presented. Essay will be due one week after presentation for a possible 10 bonus points added to the photo assignment grade average. Basically it will be like getting 10 points added your lowest photo assignment grade.

If we do not have a guest speaker, an alternative bonus will be offered.

Grading Policy: Your final grade will be made up of the following:

Quizzes:  

10 % of your total grade will consist of the average of the Quizzes.

Basic Photo Asn:
50 % of your total grade will come from the Class Photo Assignments. 

Midterm:

10 % of your grade will result from the Photo Assignment Exercises. 

Final Project:   

20 % of your grade will consist of the final project.

Final Exam:

10 % of your grade will result from the Final Exam.

Students are expected to keep track of their performance throughout the semester and seek guidance from available sources (including the instructor) if their performance drops below satisfactory levels.

Expectations for Out-of-Class Study: Beyond the time required to attend each class meeting, students enrolled in this course should expect to spend at least an additional 3-4 hours per week of their own time in course-related activities, including reading required materials, completing assignments, preparing for exams, etc. 

Emergency Exit Procedures: Should we experience an emergency event that requires us to vacate the building, students should exit the room and move toward the nearest exit, which is located down the hall to the left, outside the glass doors and down the external stairway. When exiting the building during an emergency, one should never take an elevator but should use the stairwells. Faculty members and instructional staff will assist students in selecting the safest route for evacuation and will make arrangements to assist handicapped individuals.

Grade Grievances: Any appeal of a grade in this course must follow the procedures and deadlines for grade-related grievances as published in the current undergraduate catalog. For undergraduate courses, see: http://wweb.uta.edu/catalog/content/general/academic_regulations.aspx#19
Drop Policy: Students may drop or swap (adding and dropping a class concurrently) classes through self-service in MyMav from the beginning of the registration period through the late registration period. After the late registration period, students must see their academic advisor to drop a class or withdraw. Undeclared students must see an advisor in the University Advising Center. Drops can continue through a point two-thirds of the way through the term or session. It is the student's responsibility to officially withdraw if they do not plan to attend after registering. Students will not be automatically dropped for non-attendance. Repayment of certain types of financial aid administered through the University may be required as the result of dropping classes or withdrawing. For more information, contact the Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships: (http://wweb.uta.edu/aao/fao/).

Electronic Communication: UT Arlington has adopted MavMail as its official means to communicate with students about important deadlines and events, as well as to transact university-related business regarding financial aid, tuition, grades, graduation, etc. All students are assigned a MavMail account and are responsible for checking the inbox regularly. There is no additional charge to students for using this account, which remains active even after graduation. Information about activating and using MavMail is available at http://www.uta.edu/oit/cs/email/mavmail.php.
Americans with Disabilities Act: The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of all federal equal opportunity legislation, including the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). All instructors at UT Arlington are required by law to provide "reasonable accommodations" to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Any student requiring an accommodation for this course must provide the instructor with official documentation in the form of a letter certified by the staff in the Office for Students with Disabilities, University Hall 102. Only those students who have officially documented a need for an accommodation will have their request honored. Information regarding diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining disability-based academic accommodations can be found at www.uta.edu/disability or by calling the Office for Students with Disabilities at (817) 272-3364.
Academic Integrity: Students enrolled in this course are expected to adhere to the UT Arlington Honor Code:

I pledge, on my honor, to uphold UT Arlington’s tradition of academic integrity, a tradition that values hard work and honest effort in the pursuit of academic excellence. 

I promise that I will submit only work that I personally create or contribute to group collaborations, and I will appropriately reference any work from other sources. I will follow the highest standards of integrity and uphold the spirit of the Honor Code.

UT Arlington faculty members may employ the Honor Code as they see fit in their courses, including (but not limited to) having students acknowledge the honor code as part of an examination or requiring students to incorporate the honor code into any work submitted. Per UT System Regents’ Rule 50101, §2.2, suspected violations of university’s standards for academic integrity (including the Honor Code) will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. Violators will be disciplined in accordance with University policy, which may result in the student’s suspension or expulsion from the University.
   THIS IS TRUE FOR TURNING IN A PHOTOGRAPH THAT YOU DID NOT TAKE, BE IT EITHER FROM AN ANOTHER STUDENT, FAMILY MEMBER OR FRIEND OR A PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN OFF THE INTERNET.YOU MAY BE ASKED TO PROVIDE YOUR RAW IMAGES SHOT (Meaning all the photos shot for a particular assignment) AND NOT JUST THE IMAGES TURNED IN.

Student Support Services: UT Arlington provides a variety of resources and programs designed to help students develop academic skills, deal with personal situations, and better understand concepts and information related to their courses. Resources include tutoring, major-based learning centers, developmental education, advising and mentoring, personal counseling, and federally funded programs. For individualized referrals, students may visit the reception desk at University College (Ransom Hall), call the Maverick Resource Hotline at 817-272-6107, send a message to resources@uta.edu, or view the information at www.uta.edu/resources.

Student Feedback Survey: At the end of each term, students enrolled in classes categorized as “lecture,” “seminar,” or “laboratory” shall be directed to complete an online Student Feedback Survey (SFS). Instructions on how to access the SFS for this course will be sent directly to each student through MavMail approximately 10 days before the end of the term. Each student’s feedback enters the SFS database anonymously and is aggregated with that of other students enrolled in the course. UT Arlington’s effort to solicit, gather, tabulate, and publish student feedback is required by state law; students are strongly urged to participate. For more information, visit http://www.uta.edu/sfs.
Final Review Week: A period of five class days prior to the first day of final examinations in the long sessions shall be designated as Final Review Week. The purpose of this week is to allow students sufficient time to prepare for final examinations. During this week, there shall be no scheduled activities such as required field trips or performances; and no instructor shall assign any themes, research problems or exercises of similar scope that have a completion date during or following this week unless specified in the class syllabus. During Final Review Week, an instructor shall not give any examinations constituting 10% or more of the final grade, except makeup tests and laboratory examinations. In addition, no instructor shall give any portion of the final examination during Final Review Week. During this week, classes are held as scheduled. In addition, instructors are not required to limit content to topics that have been previously covered; they may introduce new concepts as appropriate.

Course Schedule: A schedule of lectures, quizzes, lab days and assignment due dates will be posted in Blackboard under course materials.
