FIRST YEAR SEMINAR IN THEATRE ARTS

FALL 2014 THEA 1300-001

Monday-Wednesday-Friday 10:00 – 10:50 a.m.

Trimble Hall – Room 205
Instructor:  Julienne Greer, Ph.D.

Office Hours:  Tuesday & Thursday 9:00 – 10:00 a.m. or by appointment.                                                                   Office:  Fine Arts North 197A

Email: jgreer@uta.edu
Peer Academic Leader: Tiara Williams – tiara.williams@mavs.uta.edu
Course Description:  UT Arlington’s Freshman Seminar course is designed to assist first-year students in their transition to UT Arlington. The course is taught by Theatre Arts Department faculty and a student Peer Academic Leader (PAL). The Theatre Arts department also includes a conceptual narrative for the course, which is an overview of Comedy as a theatrical form. The classical Greek philosopher Plato (428-348 B.C.E.) defined comedy as any exhibition, which has a tendency to excite laughter.  However, what is it that makes one person laugh and another cringe with disgust? Comedy may not be defined as science, yet it does have its rules. This first year seminar will explore comedic forms and techniques.  Topics to be examined include: the mechanics of comedy, comedic genres, and iconic comic characters from the past and present.
Student Learning Objectives.
1. Students will be able to describe and identify different forms of comedy.

2. The students will be able to discuss the laws of comedy as well explain the reasons for laughter.

3. Students will acquire the academic, financial, and personal management skills necessary to succeed as a college student at the University if Texas at Arlington. Students will examine these topics through a weekly journaling assignment in which they conceptualize their own individuality and experiences in relation to their assigned readings and discussion topics from the FYS textbook, No Limits. The instructor will review these journal entries and use some of them in a weekly basis to generate discussion and provide supportive insight to the class as a whole on common problems and challenges faced by incoming FY students.

4. Students will be able to formalize their notes from lectures and performances and present them into a written essay. 
Students will be required to read and attend the MainStage production, Comic Potential, and write a 2-page essay. Your paper should include elements discussed in class as well as in the manuscript itself. More information and format will be given later.
5. The students will develop and utilize critical-thinking skills necessary for academic success.
Students will be graded on a Group Project with a unique research topic. The group will present the material in presentation, the requirements which will be discussed later. The presentations must be presented in a clear and creative manner.
6. The students will be able to discuss how to integrate into the University environment.
Each week, students will write between 100 and 300 word responses to their experiences at UTA. These entries will include reflections on how students perceive their UTA Experiences, and what specific challenges, solutions, and ideas arise from writing about them. 
7.   The students will develop a connection with UT Arlington.
Through information from the Instructor and PAL, students will make a defined effort to attend, research, and join the UTA community through various non-academic sources.
Attendance Policy: This course has a REQUIRED ATTENDANCE POLICY. For the successful completion of this course, all elements of this REQUIRED ATTENDANCE POLICY must be fully observed. This REQUIRED ATTENDANCE POLICY is as follows: 

Ø  A student is allowed three (3) absences without grade point deductions. Every absence after the third absence will result in the deduction of one full letter grade from the student’s final semester grade; the ONLY standard exception to this policy is when a student can provide an official excuse from a doctor, with full contact information for the doctor's office, for the specific absence which is over and above the three allotted absences. (See your student health center for a medical excuse if you cannot visit your regular doctor). 

Ø  Three tardies total, of any length of time whatsoever, will equal one absence. Being tardy to a Major Assignment or Exam (or the syllabus equivalent of a Major Assignment or Exam) may result in a grade of zero unless the student provides an official excuse from a doctor, with full contact information for the doctor's office, which clearly indicates that a medical  emergency restricted the student from prompt attendance to, the completion of, or the turning in of a Major Assignment or Exam at the specified due date/time. Being tardy is defined as 10 minutes after the official class start.

Ø  THE SIGN-IN ATTENDANCE SHEET FOR THIS COURSE WILL BE POSTED PROMPTLY AT THE VERY BEGINNING OF EACH CLASS AND REMOVED AT 10 MINUTES PAST THE OFFICIAL CLASS START. THE TARDY SHEET WILL BE POSTED THE ENTIRE CLASS. Students who arrive to class tardy have the sole responsibility to sign the TARDY sheet. If a student does not sign the sign the TARDY sheet they are counted ABSENT. Sign-in only for YOURSELF; the instructor WILL file a grievance with the university if any student signs in for another student.
Ø
At The University of Texas at Arlington, taking attendance is not required. Rather, each and every faculty member is free to develop his or her own methods of evaluating students’ academic performance, which includes establishing course-specific policies on attendance. As the instructor of this section, I have ABSOLUTELY chosen to take attendance and all elements cited in this Required Attendance Policy are absolutely crucial to student success in this course.
PARTICIPATION/ATTENDANCE

Every student is expected to actively engage in every class morning. Engagement is defined as paying attention, responding to Instructor’s questions, raising your own questions, adding your opinion to classroom discussions and generally positively contributing to the learning environment. Please note that sleeping, reading the newspaper, working on other coursework, playing with a phone or mp3 player are not acceptable.

REQUIRED TEXTS 
No Limits Foundations and Strategies for College Success 
Comic Potential– Alan Ayckbourn
OBJECTIONAL MATERIAL:  There will be times through this course when it will be necessary to use course materials that some students may find objectionable.  I will try to give you (when possible in advance) information that will enable you to make a knowledgeable choice about attending that class period. However, you will still be responsible for the concepts and material discussed in class even if you choose not to attend and your absence will count as one of the three allowed under the attendance policy. 
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT 
The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of federal equal opportunity legislation; reference Public Law 93112 -- The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended. With the passage of new federal legislation entitled Americans With Disabilities Act - (ADA), pursuant to section 504 of The Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same opportunities enjoyed by all citizens. 
 

As a faculty member, I am required by law to provide "reasonable accommodation" to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Student responsibility primarily rests with informing faculty at the beginning of the semester and in providing authorized documentation through designated administrative channels. 
The Office for Students with Disabilities is located on the first floor of University Hall, and their email address is http://www.uta.edu/disability/.
 
Title IX: The University of Texas at Arlington is committed to upholding U.S. Federal Law “Title IX” such that no member of the UT Arlington community shall, on the basis of sex, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any education program or activity. For more information, visit www.uta.edu/titleIX.

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY 
It is the philosophy of The University of Texas at Arlington that academic dishonesty is a completely unacceptable mode of conduct and will not be tolerated in any form. All persons involved in academic dishonesty will be disciplined in accordance with University regulations and procedures. Discipline may include suspension or expulsion from the University.  "Scholastic dishonesty includes but is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student—or the attempt to commit such acts." (Regents’ Rules and Regulations, Part One, Chapter VI, Section 3, Subsection 3.2, Subdivision 3.22) 

All students enrolled in this course are expected to adhere to the UT Arlington Honor Code:

I pledge, on my honor, to uphold UT Arlington’s tradition of academic integrity, a tradition that values hard work and honest effort in the pursuit of academic excellence. 

I promise that I will submit only work that I personally create or contribute to group collaborations, and I will appropriately reference any work from other sources. I will follow the highest standards of integrity and uphold the spirit of the Honor Code.

Per UT System Regents’ Rule 50101, §2.2, suspected violations of university’s standards for academic integrity (including the Honor Code) will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. Violators will be disciplined in accordance with University policy, which may result in the student’s suspension or expulsion from the University.

Electronic Communication: UT Arlington has adopted MavMail as its official means to communicate with students about important deadlines and events, as well as to transact university-related business regarding financial aid, tuition, grades, graduation, etc. All students are assigned a MavMail account and are responsible for checking the inbox regularly. There is no additional charge to students for using this account, which remains active even after graduation. Information about activating and using MavMail is available at http://www.uta.edu/oit/cs/email/mavmail.php.

Student Feedback Survey: At the end of each term, students enrolled in classes categorized as “lecture,” “seminar,” or “laboratory” shall be directed to complete an online Student Feedback Survey (SFS). Instructions on how to access the SFS for this course will be sent directly to each student through MavMail approximately 10 days before the end of the term. Each student’s feedback enters the SFS database anonymously and is aggregated with that of other students enrolled in the course. UT Arlington’s effort to solicit, gather, tabulate, and publish student feedback is required by state law; students are strongly urged to participate. For more information, visit http://www.uta.edu/sfs.
Theatre Arts Attendance/Production Duty Policy:
Students who fail to meet class attendance requirements may be removed from acting, directing, design, stage management, and/or other major production positions for the current semester's productions at the discretion of the department chair.
 
Conferences/Auditions:
Department of Theatre Arts majors are encouraged to participate in theatre conferences and auditions. However, students are expected to complete assigned coursework in a timely manner as arranged with the instructor and to notify instructors prior to their absence.  Such notification must be in writing.  At the discretion of each instructor, class participation grades may be affected; therefore, students are advised to consult with their instructors prior to engaging in such activities.
GRADES 

Students are expected to keep track of their performance throughout the semester and seek guidance from available sources (including the instructor) if their performance drops below satisfactory levels; see “Student Support Services,” below.

Comic Potential Paper
20%

Group Project

25%

Journal 


10%

Present. of comedy clips
10%

Participation/Attendance
10%

Final exam

25%

Make-up Exams: ANY makeup work will only be accepted with a verified physician’s note.
Expectations for Out-of-Class Study: Beyond the time required to attend each class meeting, students enrolled in this course should expect to spend at least an additional 6 hours per week of their own time in course-related activities, including reading required materials, completing assignments, preparing for exams, etc. 

Grade Grievances: Any appeal of a grade in this course must follow the procedures and deadlines for grade-related grievances as published in the current University Catalog. 

Student Support Services: UT Arlington provides a variety of resources and programs designed to help students develop academic skills, deal with personal situations, and better understand concepts and information related to their courses. Resources include tutoring, major-based learning centers, developmental education, advising and mentoring, personal counseling, and federally funded programs. For individualized referrals, students may visit the reception desk at University College (Ransom Hall), call the Maverick Resource Hotline at 817-272-6107, send a message to resources@uta.edu, or view the information at www.uta.edu/resources.

Writing Center: The Writing Center, 411 Central Library, offers individual 40 minute sessions to review assignments, Quick Hits (5-10 minute quick answers to questions), and workshops on grammar and specific writing projects. Visit https://uta.mywconline.com/ to register and make appointments. For hours, information about the writing workshops we offer, scheduling a classroom visit, and descriptions of the services we offer undergraduates, graduate students, and faculty members, please visit our website at www.uta.edu/owl/.

Emergency Exit Procedures: Should we experience an emergency event that requires us to vacate the building, students should exit the room and move toward the nearest exit which is the staircase to the left of the door. When exiting the building during an emergency, one should never take an elevator but should use the stairwells. Faculty members and instructional staff will assist students in selecting the safest route for evacuation and will make arrangements to assist individuals with disabilities.

 https://www.uta.edu/policy/procedure/7-6)
Emergency Phone Numbers: In case of an on-campus emergency, call the UT Arlington Police Department at 817-272-3003 (non-campus phone), 2-3003 (campus phone). You may also dial 911.

SCHEDULE
August
22
Brief Introductions. Begin Syllabus Review. PAL introductions. Field Trip!
25
Continue Syllabus and Freshman Introductions

27
Introduction to Comedy/Introduction to UTA:  Philosophy of Laughter. What is laughter and what makes us laugh? (FYS 1)
29
PAL Workshop #1 – Campus Resources
September
SEPTEMBER 1ST – LABOR DAY – NO CLASS

3
Analyzing comedy. Philosophy of Laughter. What is laughter and what makes us laugh? (FYS 1)
5
PAL Workshop #2 – Goal Setting
8
Why we laugh. (FYS 2)
10
Why we laugh (FYS 2)
12
PAL Workshop #3 – Time Management

15
(Brief) History of Comedy – Ancient Greece
17
(Brief) History of Comedy – Shakespeare’s comedies
19
PAL Workshop #4 – Note taking
IMPROV TROUP FLIGHT 12 Studio Theatre – Sept. 19/20 8:00 p.m. MANDATORY!

22
Discussion of Improv performance. Bring notes.

24
(Brief) History of Comedy – Shakespeare’s comedies
26
PAL Workshop #5 – Studying from Textbooks/Library Research
29
Library Day – Meet at library, room TBD.
October

1
(Brief) History of Comedy – Commedia del’arte

3
PAL Workshop #6 – Study Skills/Test Taking (VARK)
6
(Brief) History of Comedy – Modern – Comedic Television Icons.
8
(Brief) History of Comedy – Modern – Comedic Television Icons.
10
PAL Workshop #7 – Money Management
13
Introduction to comedy genres: black comedy, alternative comedy, physical comedy, improvisational comedy, satire, insult comedy, mockumentary, etc.

15
Presentation of comedy clips
COMIC POTENTIAL by Alan Ayckbourne MainStage Theatre, Oct. 15 – 19 8:00 p.m.

MANDATORY ATTENDANCE FOR ONE PERFORMANCE!

17
PAL Workshop #8 – Health Lifestyles
20
Presentation of comedy clips
22
Essay Due Comic Potential Class speaker – Keith Annis, Dir. Population Media  
24
PAL Workshop #9 – True Colors/Diversity
27
Presentation of comedy clips
29
Presentation of comedy clips.
31
PAL Workshop #10 – True Colors/Diversity
November

3
Comedic genres; Political comedy, improv comedy, rom-com’s.

5
Comedic genre; Political comedy
7
Comedic genre; Political comedy

10
Comedic genre; Improv comedy

12
Comedic genre; rom-com’s
14
Film
17
Film
19
Discussion of Film
21
Discussion of Group Projects – Pick subject
24
In-class rehearsal of Group Project – Storyboard narrative
26
In-class shoot of Group Project
27-28
OFF Thanksgiving Holidays

December

1
Presentation of Group Projects
3
Presentation of Group Projects
Final Examination Dec 8th 8 – 10:30 a.m.
This schedule is subject to change at the Professor’s discretion.

