 PSYC 3334-001 Cognitive Processes 
MWF 9:00 – 9:50AM 
Fall 2014 
Instructor: Dr. Daniel S. Levine. 

Office: LS 414

Office hours: MW 11:00AM–12:00PM or by appointment 

Course Website: http://www.uta.edu/blackboard/ 
Class location: LS 122

Teaching Assistant: Gabriela Orsak 

Email: gabriela.blaskovicova@mavs.uta.edu
Office: LS 540 

Office hours: T10:00-11:00 AM or by appointment

Course Learning Goals and Objectives: Instructional goals are directed toward enabling students to understand the mechanisms underlying human cognition such as attention, memory, knowledge, and thinking. This course is intended to provide an overview of theories in human cognition and relevant phenomena. This includes reviews of research on cognition as well as discussions of theoretical applications in real world. Instructional materials will be provided in assigned textbook readings, lecture presentations, and a few journal articles. In order for students to effectively participate in class, it is highly recommended that assigned readings should be completed before each class. Assessment of instructional goals will be made via exams with questions that focus on the above knowledge and skills.

Textbook: Reisberg, D. (2013). Cognition: Exploring the science of the mind (5th Edition), Norton. 

Purchase and use of older editions is discouraged.  The answer keys to the multiple choice questions and short answer questions are based on the current edition (5th). 

Course Business Communication: 
All course-related announcements and updates of schedule will be communicated via Blackboard. The use of Blackboard is required in this course. Occasional syllabus updates and course announcements will be communicated via Blackboard. Course grades will be posted on Blackboard only. Additional readings and relevant material will be posted on Blackboard as well.

Attendance will be taken at all classes past the first.   Attendance (up to 20 points) will be part of the grade.  You will get 20 points for 4 or fewer unexcused absences during the semester, with 2 points removed for every unexcused absence past the 4th.

In addition, I will be posting questions on Blackboard: some will come from research articles we will discuss in class, and some from text items.  Posting questions will be part of the grade, with a full 10 points for at least 4 postings.  If you post an additional question of your own making you will get 10 points extra credit.

Extra credit can also be obtained through participation in experiments via the SONA system: see https://uta.sona-systems.com.  You will get up to 10 extra-credit points for 2 experiment credits, and points will be pro-rated for fewer than 2 credits.  (You don’t need to report your credits to me: they will be shown through the system.)
The final is equivalent in length and difficulty to the other three tests.  The lowest of the 4 tests will be dropped, so your total test grade will be out of 300.  This means that if you are happy with your first three test grades you are not required to take the final!

So the total grade for the class is out of 330:


Top 3 tests

300


Blackboard postings
  10


Attendance

  20

Remember, extra credit can be obtained in two ways: SONA experiments and contributing to the Blackboard postings.

	Tentative Schedule DATE 
	Day 
	TOPIC* 
	Reading chapter 

	8/23-8/26 
	F-M 
	Syllabus/

Overview 
	1 

	8/26-8/28 
	M-W 
	Neural Basis For Cognition 
	2 

	8/30 
	F
	Recognizing Objects 
	3 

	9/1

9/3 
	Labor Day holiday

W 
	Recognizing Objects 
	3 

	9/5 
	F 
	Paying Attention 
	4 

	9/8 
	M
	Paying Attention 
	4 

	9/10 
	W 
	Review 1 

	9/12 
	F 
	EXAM I 

	9/15-9/17 
	M-W 
	Acquisition of Memories/WM 
	5 

	9/17-9/19 
	F 
	Acquisition of Memories/WM 
	5 

	9/22 
	M 
	Encoding & Retrieval 
	6 

	9/24-9/26
	W-F 
	Encoding & Retrieval 
	6 



	9/29
	M 
	Remembering Complex Events 
	7 

	10/1-10/3
	W-F 
	Remembering Complex Events 
	7 

	10/6 
	M 
	Review 2 

	10/8
	W
	EXAM II 

	
	
	

	10/10-10/13 
	F-M 
	Concepts 
	8 

	10/15 
	W 
	Concepts 
	8 

	10/17

10/20

10/22
	F

M

W 
	Language

Language

Visual Knowledge 
	9

9

10 

	10/24 
	F 
	Visual Knowledge 
	10 

	10/27
	M 
	Reasoning & Decision 
	11 

	10/29-10/31
	W-F
	Reasoning & Decision 
	11 

	
	
	

	11/3 
	M 
	Review 3 

	11/5 
	W 
	Exam III 

	11/7-11/10
	F-M 
	Problem Solving 
	12 

	11/12 
	W 
	Problem Solving 
	12  

	11/14
	F 
	Conscious Thought 
	13 



	11/17
	M 
	Conscious Thought 13
	13 



	11/19-11/26 
	Discussion of articles, videos, etc.


	

	12/1-12/3: Review, makeup exams

Final Exam 
	EXAM IV: December 10 (W) 8-10:30AM 


