4

THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT ARLINGTON
SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK

Intimate Partner Violence
SOCW 6343-001
Maymester 2014
Name: Peter Lehmann, Ph.D., LCSW
Office Number: UTA School of Social Work,  Room 101c
Office Telephone Number: 817-269-5715
Email Address: plehmann@uta.edu
Office Hours: call me
Course Number: SOCW 6343 
Title: Intimate Partner Violence
Time and Place of Class Meetings: 1-4:45 pm
Council on Social Work Educational Policy, Section 4.5 Social Work Practice: 

Social work practice is anchored in the purposes of the social work profession and focuses on strengths, capacities, and resources of client systems in relation to their broader environments, Students learn practice content that encompasses knowledge and skills to work with individuals, families, groups, organizations, and communities.  This content includes engaging clients in an appropriate working relationship, identifying issues, problems, needs, resources, and assets; collecting and assessing information; and planning for service delivery.  It includes using communication skills, supervision, and consultation.  Practice content also includes identifying, analyzing, and implementing empirically based interventions designed to achieve client goals; applying empirically based interventions designed to achieve client goals; applying empirical knowledge and technological advances; evaluating program outcomes and practice effectiveness; developing, analyzing, advocating, and providing leadership for policies and services; and promoting social and economic justice.  

UTA-School of Social Work: Definition of Evidence-Informed Practice:
Evidence-informed practice (EIP) is a guiding principal for the UTA-SSW.  This approach is guided by the philosophy espoused by Gambrill (2006) and others who discuss evidence-based practice (EBP).  Though many definitions of EIP/EBP saturate the literature, we offer two definitions that most closely define our understanding of the concept and serve to explicate our vision of EIP for the UTA-SSW:


The use of the best available scientific knowledge derived from randomized, controlled outcome studies, and meta-analyses of existing outcome studies, as one basis for guiding professional interventions and effective therapies, combined with professional ethical standards, clinical judgment, and practice wisdom (Barker, 2003, p. 149).

            …..the integration of the best research evidence with our clinical expertise and our patient’s unique values and circumstances (Strauss, et al. (2005). 

UTA-School of Social Work: Definition of Empowerment
Empowerment is defined by Barker (2003:142) as follows: 

 

In social work practice, the process of helping individuals, families, groups, and communities increase their personal, interpersonal, socioeconomic, and political strength and develop influence toward improving their circumstances.

Graduate Catalog Course Description:

Social Work: Addresses two areas: Models in effective treatment of violence-prone families and creation of legal and social service systems for treatment.

Purpose of the Course:

Violence against women and children continues to be a persistent social problem, tragically affecting large segments of our population.  In the past 20 years, awareness of this problem has been raised in academia, the empirical field, through front line workers in shelters for battered women, child protective agencies, mental health, and from the feminist and men’s treatment movement.   Despite this length of time, the assessment, treatment, and prevention of violence against women and children is making small yet important changes. 

The focus of this course will be on models of service delivery to address violence against woman, child physical and sexual abuse, elder abuse, lesbian/ gay battering, dating violence, and prevention.  The course will provide an overview of conceptual models of violence, consider risk factors and trauma affects of victimization, and suggest some clinical interventions.  Because women are disproportionately affected by violence, there will be an emphasis on some of the special needs of this population.  Consideration will also be given to the importance of culture/ethnicity.

Assessing and treating the impact of violence against women and children cannot occur in isolation.  Therefore, a special consideration will be given towards a coordinated community response between professionals and agencies.  Students will have the opportunity to explore their own attitudes about the problem of violence and to learn some basic skills for detecting this problem and intervening with clients and patients.  Students will be expected to demonstrate understanding of the dynamic of violence and also be asked to critically evaluate models of assessment, delivery, theories, and interventions.

Educational Objectives Addressed: SOCW6336 addresses the following MSSW educational objectives:

1.  Demonstrate knowledge and skill in direct practice with an area of specialization: child and family services.

2.  Complete multidimensional, assessments with client systems and groups in their area of specialization, taking into account client strengths, diversity and social justice.

3.  Develop and apply appropriate, evidence-informed, empowerment-based intervention plans within their area of specialization.

4.  Critically analyze theoretical models of micro practice to challenge societal oppression and discrimination, as well as for decision-making in practice.

5.  Demonstrate an understanding of race, gender, sexual orientation, ability, culture, and other client characteristics, in conducting culturally sensitive, competent, and ethical social work practice.

6.  Demonstrate the ability to evaluate practice activities by use of outcome and process techniques, using the results to modify practice.

The course relates to and advances the program objectives by demonstrating direct practice skills for family violence clients.  The course describes multidimensional, biosocial assessments tools for individuals and groups.  Students are taught to critically analyze theoretical models and evaluate their effectiveness.  Also, the course emphasizes the role of gender, race, sexual orientation, and other personal and social factors in the acceptance and utilization of assessment and treatment skills.  These objectives are reflected below in student learning outcomes.

Student Learning Outcomes:


By the end of the semester, students should be able to demonstrate the following knowledge areas in their class assignments, class discussion, papers, examinations, and group projects: 

1) Understand the scope of the problem of violence against women and children, the risk factors, and treatment interventions.  Included here is understanding the absolute importance of culture and its importance in understanding this serious social problem.

2) Understand the special needs of victims and offenders.

3) Understand various conceptual models aimed at explaining violence against women and children. 

4) Demonstrate one’s personal awareness of this issue and some intervention skills.

Note: Course Syllabus Changes – The course instructor reserves the option to modify the course syllabus throughout the course offering by adding guest speakers, audiovisual media, instructional technology, or supplemental materials and/or modify assignments or make substitutions so long as course objectives are met and the overall grading criteria are maintained.
Requirements:

Students are expected to participate actively in the teaching/learning process by asking questions, participating in discussions and actively voicing their views and opinions.  Methods to be used include lectures, presentation, class exercises, videotaped role-plays, guest speakers, and exchange of ideas
UTA-School of Social Work: Definition of Evidence-Informed Practice:
Evidence-informed practice (EIP) is a guiding principal for the UTA-SSW.  This approach is guided by the philosophy espoused by Gambrill (2006) and others who discuss evidence-based practice (EBP).  Though many definitions of EIP/EBP saturate the literature, we offer two definitions that most closely define our understanding of the concept and serve to explicate our vision of EIP for the UTA-SSW:


The use of the best available scientific knowledge derived from randomized, controlled outcome studies, and meta-analyses of existing outcome studies, as one basis for guiding professional interventions and effective therapies, combined with professional ethical standards, clinical judgment, and practice wisdom (Barker, 2003, p. 149).

            …..the integration of the best research evidence with our clinical expertise and our patient’s unique values and circumstances (Strauss, et al. (2005). 

The UTA SSW vision statement states that the “School’s vision is to promote social and economic justice in a diverse environment.”  Empowerment connects with the vision statement because, as Rees (1991) has pointed out, the very objective of empowerment is social justice.  Empowerment is a seminal vehicle by which social justice can be realized.  It could well be argued that true social justice cannot be realized without empowerment. Empowerment, anchored with a generalist base, directs social workers to address root causes at all levels and in all contexts, not simply “symptoms”.  This is not a static process but an ongoing, dynamic process, a process leading to a greater degree of social justice and equality.  

Method Of Teaching

A variety of teaching methods will be employed in this course, including lecture, class discussion, case analysis, videotape, small group exercises, and take-home exercises.  

III. Requirements: Completion of the Foundation Year Curriculum, or Advanced Standing Status.

REQUIRED TEXTS AND OTHER COURSE MATERIALS:

ONLINE: http://www.Baker, L., & Cunningham, A. (2008). Helping an abused women: 101 things to know, say, and do; Helping abused women in shelters: 101 things to know, say, and do: go to the publication list http://www.lfcc.on.ca
Possible REQUIRED ONLINE ARTICLES 
“what about me”

“Little eyes, Little ears”

“Helping children thrive: Supporting woman abuse survivors as mother”

“Learning to listen, learning to help”

All are available online at http://www.lfcc.on.ca
Beginning Friday Day 3 and proceeding until we have finished all the reviews; 3 students per day will summarize one different review from http://domesticviolenceresearch.org/index.htm
In no more than 3 minutes each of you are responsible for 1)the title/author/year; 2) 3 main bullet points and 3)your take away summarized in 3 clear bullet points. We will choose the schedule on Day 1.
Assignments

1)5% Personal View Due Day 5 May 20
Each of us have personal views of violence against women and children means.  Your assignment is to construct a visual representation of your personal view on how violence impacts women and/or children and how we can work together to end violence.  You may choose a collage, some art work, or something you might construct.  You will be graded on your presentation that will include a 150 word abstract outlining your position.  Here is your chance to be creative and to make a difference. 
2)25% Mini Assignment due Day 7 May 22
Pair up. With respect to Evan, answer the following questions;  if you were to do a psychological assessment of Karen, a)what would you assess for and based on what rationale, c)based on what the literature says, what recommendations would you make?  With respect to Karen include the long term prognosis of Karen as a survivor.  With respect to Evan, a)discuss the impact of exposure to Mike’s violence might have, and b)what are your treatment recommendations. To answer each question, go to the literature and base your answer on what you are reading. The assignments are due day 7 . No more than 3 pages per mini-assignment.  You’ll need 3 solid literature references per question
3) 10% -Self reflection assignments due second to last day of this course

In our short time together, you will have 2 self reflection papers. These papers sent to me via email in a word document will be your response and reaction to what you are learning after one of our classes? I must assume that each of you will have questions or thoughts about what we talk over. I would like you write it out examining these issues in a critical way; ITS NOT ABOUT LETTING ME KNOW WHAT YOU THINK I WANT TO KNOW; it’s about you. I want you to be critical if necessary; you don’t have to and should not agree with everything I say. In that case use your own voice via narrative to express yourself. Each self reflection paper is due before the following morning of the last class. I hope one of these reflections will articulate how you are personally processing what you are hearing, seeing, and/or learning.
4)10%-Global violence against women: A cultural competence exercise Due Day 4 May 19
Pair up. The problem of violence against women as we’ve seen is worldwide. Your task will be to prepare a poster presentation of violence against women that reflects it as a global problem.  You are to pick a country (excluding, the USA, Canada, the UK, Australia, Mexico, New Zealand…except all indigenous/minority populations) and prepare a poster via photo’s, statistics, government reports, etc that reflects your understanding of violence as it pertains to the specific country. As you become better informed about the world wide impact, you are to keep a list of  up to 5 values/interpretation of one’s culture you might expect to hear or see when meeting a survivor from a different culture.  With two references, clarify how you would respond to each value. Each participant will have 3 minutes.
5) (25%) Assignment Due  Day 11 May 29  by Midnight

 Pair up. Romance with a Rapist-video viewing Day 10; assignment to be given and handed out after video viewing
6) (20%) Final Exam Bring your cheat sheet
7) (5%) For Day 4 each of you will be self-assigned one short or long term issue all
 women survivors may face.  In 3 minutes, each of you will be responsible for summarizing your findings. This will include the 1)title/author/where you found it, 3 major points of your findings and most important one specific application for our social work practice.
IV. Grading Policy: 
Grade Calculation

Assignment 1
May 20 DAY
5 Personal View


5%

Assignment 2
May 22 DAY 7 Mini assignment (Evan)

25%   
        
 
Assignment 3- self reflection due Second to Last Day

10%
Assignment 4- May 19 Due Day 4 Global Violence


10%
Assignment 5-
May 29 Due  Day 11 Romance with a rapist

25%

Assignment 6-May 30  Day 12 Final 




20%

Assignment 7 
May 19, Day 4 Short/long term impact

5%
Grade Scale

The grade scale is as follows:


90 – 100
A


80 -  89
B


70 -  79
C


60 -  69
D


 0  -  59
F

V. Course Outline/Topics and Readings.

Day 1, Wednesday May 14
Greetings

Overview of course-Assignments

Student Learning Outcomes Number(s): # 1

Article Humble inquiry with the spirit of how this can make your practice grow. Focus on humble inquiry and creating cultural islands of Safety
Article; Coercive Control beyond Power/Control

Watch the story of Evan

Some introduction to issues
Global violence
http://www.knowmoresaymore.org/wp-content/uploads/2008/08/factsheet.pdf
http://domesticviolenceresearch.org/index.htm
101 ways to help a battered woman p.6/11


EXTRA; More Of The Basics
How we look at violence against women
 http://

 HYPERLINK "http://www.nij.gov/topics/crime/intimate-partner-violence/welcome.htm" www.nij.gov/topics/crime/intimate-partner-violence/welcome.htm 

· What it is and what are the interventions 

http://www.theduluthmodel.org/pdf/NIJ%20Practical%20Implications.pdf 

Praxis: Developing the skillful use of your authority
Day 2: Thursday May 15
Safe Haven Attorney 2:30 Joann Pate: The law as it applies to Texas
Skill building-assessing Safety vs danger  http://dangerassessment.org
Coercive control 
John Hamel Template

Helping abused women in shelters.
Praxis: EMPATHY
Day 3: Friday May 16
Summarizing the field from  http://domesticviolenceresearch.org/index.htm
Knowing culture: Culture and DV article
Helping women in Shelters  continued
Praxis: The Tree of Life
Day 4: Monday May 19
Presentation of short and long term impact factors/women

Women resisting violence
Allan Wade  http://www.solutions-centre.org/pdf/wade_1997.pdf
http://www.calgarywomensshelter.com/page/Learn%20More/Resources
Day 5: Tuesday May 20
Summarizing the field from  http://domesticviolenceresearch.org/index.htm
Guest: Robin Dickey From Fort Worth Brief Therapy

Women as offenders

Parenting after relationship violence

http://files.praxisinternational.org/Parenting_arrangements_after_DV_-_Jaffe.pdf
Post violence life styles; engaging families
http://actagainstviolence.apa.org/about/what/index.html
Restorative Justice and gendered violence-Von Warmer –social work, 2009 (online)
Day 6: Wednesday May 21
Summarizing the field from  http://domesticviolenceresearch.org/index.htm
Kristi Weil; APD
The violence of men
Edleson paper

Simmons Lehmann paper
Helping an Abused Woman: 101 ways; pp. 29-42
Day 7: Thursday May 22
Summarizing the field from  http://domesticviolenceresearch.org/index.htm
Lecture; http://www.domesticviolenceresearch.org/ #9/10
Guest Lecture: Blaine Moore Fort Worth Brief Therapy
Day 8-Friday May 23
Summarizing the field from  http://domesticviolenceresearch.org/index.htm
Children
Little Eyes Little Ears- from the publications list at lfcc.on.ca
Children exposed to domestic violence 
http://www.lfcc.on.ca/little_eyes_little_ears.pdf
http://www.lfcc.on.ca/mccain/perry1.html  1 through 8


Praxis: 3 Houses
Day 9:Tuesday May 27
Summarizing the field from  http://domesticviolenceresearch.org/index.htm
Children

3:30 pm View Romance with a Rapist/Assignment to be given
Day: 10 WednesdayMay 28

Children
Day 11: Thursday May 29
Paired up to complete your assignment
Day 12:Friday May 30
Final
VII. Attendance Policy: 
This class has no attendance policy. You are adults. You can choose to come to class or not. I can however guarantee that missing a class means missing an opportunity.
VIII. Americans With Disabilities Act:  
The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of federal equal opportunity legislation; reference Public Law 92-112 - The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended. With the passage of federal legislation entitled Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), pursuant to section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same opportunities enjoyed by all citizens.

As a faculty member, I am required by law to provide "reasonable accommodations" to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Student responsibility primarily rests with informing faculty of their need for accommodation and in providing authorized documentation through designated administrative channels.  Information regarding specific diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining academic accommodations can be found at www.uta.edu/disability.   Also, you may visit the Office for Students with Disabilities in room 102 of University Hall or call them at (817) 272-3364.

IX. Academic Integrity: 
It is the philosophy of The University of Texas at Arlington that academic dishonesty is a completely unacceptable mode of conduct and will not be tolerated in any form. All persons involved in academic dishonesty will be disciplined in accordance with University regulations and procedures. Discipline may include suspension or expulsion from the University. 

"Scholastic dishonesty includes but is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student or the attempt to commit such acts." (Regents’ Rules and Regulations, Series 50101, Section 2.2)

X. Drop Policy:   

If you chose to drop the class, you have the responsibility to complete the paperwork according to the University’s schedule.  Not doing so may result in a failing grade.


XI. Student Support Services Available
The University of Texas at Arlington supports a variety of student success programs to help you connect with the University and achieve academic success. These programs include learning assistance, developmental education, advising and mentoring, admission and transition, and federally funded programs. Students requiring assistance academically, personally, or socially should contact the Office of Student Success Programs at 817-272-6107 for more information and appropriate referrals.

  Social Work Complex at 211 South Cooper Street, Arlington, Texas. He may also be contacted via E-mail: dillard@uta.edu or by Cell phone: (817) 675-8962, or through the SWEL phone: (817) 272-7518. His SWEL office hours are usually: 10:00 am to 6:00 pm, Monday through Thursday. The SWEL web page is linked to the School of Social Work Main Page and through the Central Library web page. The SWEL library contains a number of computer work stations and printing facilities, and resource guides for conducting research.

XII. Bibliography. 
Selected readings will be made available as part of the lecture process
