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The purpose of this course is to examine the dominant political ideas since the time of the Renaissance.  Machiavelli marks the break between modern and medieval/classical political thought - he has elements of both traditions.  Hobbes, Locke, and Rousseau form the basis of the liberal democratic tradition that grounds contemporary Western democracies.  Burke, and in a very different way, Marx, provide a counter to that tradition.  Feminist political thought, in turn, questions the very basis of the tradition of “politics” as it has been known in the West.  This course will examine all of these traditions with the aim of understanding their impact on our political culture.

Class Requirements: Students will be expected to read the assigned material before coming to class and be prepared for extensive discussion of it.  The class discussions and lectures will concentrate on careful philosophical analysis of the texts.  Two midterm exams and a final examination will be assigned.  Each exam will be worth 1/3 of the grade.  Students with three or fewer absences will have 10 points added to their cumulative grade.

Required Texts:

Machiavelli, The Prince
Hobbes, Leviathan
Locke, Two Treatises of Government
Rousseau, The Social Contract
Marx, Early Writings

Burke, Reflections on the Revolution in France
Item on electronic reserve in library 
Student Learning Outcomes: 

· Comprehend complex texts

· Acquire critical analytic skills

· Formulate and defend theses related to the texts studied
Drop Policy:  See University catalogue

Americans With Disabilities Act:  The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of federal equal opportunity legislation; reference Public Law 92-112 – The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended.  With the passage of federal legislation entitled Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), pursuant to section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same opportunities enjoyed by all citizens.  As a faculty member, I am required by law to provide "reasonable accommodations" to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability.  Student responsibility primarily rests with informing faculty of their need for accommodation and in providing authorized documentation through designated administrative channels.  Information regarding specific diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining academic accommodations can be found at www.uta.edu/disability.  Also, you may visit the Office for students with Disabilities in room 102 of University Hall or call them at (817)272-3364. 

Academic Integrity:  It is the philosophy of The University of Texas at Arlington that academic dishonesty is a completely unacceptable mode of conduct and will not be tolerated in any form. All persons involved in academic dishonesty will be disciplined in accordance with University regulations and procedures.  Discipline may include suspension or expulsion from the University.  "Scholastic dishonesty includes but is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student or the attempt to commit such acts." (Regents' Rules and Regulations, Series 50101, Section 2.2)

Student Support Services Available:  The University of Texas at Arlington supports a variety of student success programs to help you connect with the University and achieve academic success.  These programs include learning assistance, developmental education, advising and mentoring, admission and transition, and federally funded programs.  Students requiring assistance academically, personally, or socially should contact the Office of Student Success Programs at 817-272-6107 for more information and appropriate referrals.
Schedule
Week 1


Introduction

Jan 19,21


Machiavelli, The Prince
Week 2


The Prince
Jan 26, 28


Implications for political theory

Week 3


Hobbes, Leviathan
Feb. 2,4


Introduction

Week 4


Leviathan
Feb 9,11


The Nature of Man

Week 5


Leviathan, Conclusion

Feb 16, 18

           FIRST EXAM, FEB 18
Week 6


Introduction to Locke

Feb 23, 25


The Second Treatise
Week 7


Locke, The Second Treatise of Government
Mar. 2,4


Premises

Week 8


The Second Treatise, Conclusions

Mar 9,11

           Introduction to Rousseau

Week 9


Rousseau, The Social Contract
Mar 23,25


The Nature of Man

Week 10


Rousseau, The Social Contract, Conclusion

Mar 30, Apr. 1



Week 11


SECOND EXAM, APR 6
Apr 6,8


Burke,  Reflections on the Revolution in France
Week 12


Burke, Conclusion

Apr 13,15

           Introduction to Feminism

Week 13


Pateman, The Sexual Contract (reserve)

Apr 20,22


Feminist Political Thought

Week 14


Introduction to Marx

Apr 27, 29


Marx, On the Jewish Question
Week 15


Marx, First Manuscript
 May 4, 6 

           Marx, Third Manuscript
Note: This is a representative syllabus
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