COMM 5300 Advanced Theories in Communication

Fall 2014

Dr. Mark Tremayne

Office Number: Fine Arts Building 330

Email Address: tremayne@uta.edu
Office Hours: 5-6 p.m. and by appointment

Meets: Monday 6 – 9 p.m. 

Description of Course Content: The purpose of this course is to introduce students to a variety of theories of communication. This includes some of the philosophical issues underlying the study of communication. 

A copy of the syllabus and other class materials will be available at https://elearn.uta.edu
Student Learning Outcomes:  In addition to providing students with an overview of some communication topics and issues, this course is designed to: 1) develop students’ capacity for theoretical thinking; 2) encourage students to develop and refine their research interests; 3) refine students’ library research skills; and 4) develop students’ ability to express their ideas through scientific writing, formal presentations, and informal class discussion. 

Your learning in this course is largely dependent on how much effort you invest in reading, questioning and critiquing the assigned literature. 
Required Textbooks and Other Course Materials: 
· Littlejohn, S.W., & Foss, K. Theories of human communication (10th ed.). Waveland Press.

· Additional readings will be distributed electronically.

Descriptions of major assignments and examinations: 
Literature Review Paper
You will complete a 10-page (typed, double-spaced excluding references) essay in which you will apply a theoretical approach to examine a topic of your own choosing. In your essay you should do the following: First, choose a topic that interests you and that you would like to examine conceptually and empirically. Problematize the topic – define it, why should we pursue it? Why do we care about this topic?  Second, justify the choice of theory/ies that you would use in examining the chosen topic. You would need to systematically demonstrate how the theory/ies would conceptualize the phenomenon you want to study. This includes a thorough review of literature studies done previously on the topic. Third, the essay should reveal weaknesses, missing links, and oversights in previous research. Presumably, your suggestions for future research will be designed to address these inadequacies. Fourth, your review should end with research questions and/or hypothesis, and conceptual and operational definitions of your concepts of interest.

Please follow American Psychological Association (APA) (6th edition) writing style for all writing assignments.

Further explanation of the paper
The goal of the paper is to demonstrate that you are able to use a theoretical approach to examine a topic of interest. In doing so you would justify why you chose a certain theory. This includes the assumptions about communication the theory makes.  Another goal of the essay is to develop the ability to conduct research and synthesize existing literature on a topic and use that body of literature to generate new ideas. You are expected to review the original works of the theorist yourself rather than relying on what other scholars write about the original work. 

A literature review introduces and defines important concepts or processes that are related to the topic and theory. It describes the research that has been conducted in this area and seeks to integrate the work and arrive at meaningful conclusions. 

The topic you select for your literature review should be well-defined. Try to narrow your topic as much as you can but don’t make it so narrow that there isn’t any research to review. You cannot do a literature review on “interpersonal research,” for example, because this area is too broad. Likewise, you cannot do a literature review on “The effects of dating via Match.com on graduate students at the Department of Communication at UTA” because this topic is too specific. A more appropriate topic might be the “effects of online dating on young adults.”

Literature reviews are selective- you should focus on the pieces that are relevant to your specific focus rather than describe all of the relevant studies in a given area. You should aim at synthesizing the articles you believe are important so that you can arrive at a conclusion regarding the state of the literature. Literature reviews tell the reader both what previous work has said and has NOT said about a given topic. In other words, they reveal weaknesses, missing links, and oversights in previous research. Presumably, your suggestions for future research will be designed to address these inadequacies. 

Presentation of your papers
You will be presenting to your peers an outline of your final paper. You may prepare visual aids or handouts to aid understanding. We will decide on the order of presentations in class.            

Discussion leadership
Each week, students will be responsible for posing questions for all participants, and facilitating discussion. You can use the screen in class to show something related to the topic at hand but this is not required (and would be difficult in some cases). You should identify the questions the readings provoke; raise issues or critiques of problematic assumptions; logic, and measurement; discussing theoretical and empirical advances; and considering ideas for future directions.

At the end of the analysis you are required to raise two questions regarding the readings that we will attempt to address during class discussions.

The handout can be single-spaced and printed on both sides. 

Critical Response Papers
For this assignment, you are required to write one-page reaction paper (200 words/ 10 lines) on the weekly readings assigned each week except on the day you are the discussion leader. These papers are to be posted on Blackboard’s discussion boards that I will be creating on a weekly basis. These are due on Sunday by 10 p.m. prior to class.

These weekly papers should assist you with thinking and critiquing the readings and enable participation when the discussion leader opens up the floor. In these reflection papers you are expected to synthesize and critically evaluate key theoretical and substantive contributions of the readings. You can think of this exercise as a way in which you make sense of the material- in other words how this material relates to your life intellectually or in other ways. 

You are welcome to draw upon past experiences, courses and outside readings.  

I encourage you to read what your peers post. Because your peers will be reading these, do ensure that your papers are relevant to the topic at hand and appropriate to be shared with others.  

The discussion threads for each week will be created in Blackboard.  You can access Blackboard at https://elearn.uta.edu. Click on COMM 5300 and then “discussion” on the navigation bar on the left.

Midterm & Final
You will be taking an in-class exam at the midway point of the term and another at the end of the term. A review will be provided in class before each. The exams will consist of short answers.
Attendance & Participation: I expect you to attend class as we only meet 14 times during the semester. Each absence reduces your opportunities to contribute to discussion, ask questions and clarify any issues you have related to coursework. Missing class reduces your participation grade. I expect and encourage you to participate in the class by keeping up with readings and questioning, critiquing and adding to the knowledge we create in class. 
Please use APA 6th edition for all writing assignments. You need to submit a paper copy of the literature review paper.
I will be providing more details in class and on Blackboard, if necessary, about all the above assignments.

Grading Policy: All assignments must be turned in on schedule for satisfactory completion of the course. Late work will be allowed only in cases of documented emergencies.  Should you miss an assignment due to an emergency (medical and/or personal), you need to provide documentation as well as turn in the assignment within a week.  Your performance in the course will be evaluated as follows:


Final paper and presentation 





   35%


Seminar discussion leadership & participation


   20%


Exams








   30%



Critical Response Papers





   15%



Grade Grievances: If you have any concerns about your grades or, performance in class, please talk with me about this during the semester as early as possible so that we can do something about it. UTA’s policies related to all types of grade issues are available at: http://www.uta.edu/gradcatalog/2012/general/regulations/#grades
Drop Policy:  As per the graduate catalog “Graduate students who wish to change a schedule by either dropping or adding a course must first consult with their Graduate Advisor. Adds and drops may be made through late registration either on the Web at MyMav or in person through the student's academic department. Drops may occur until a point in time two-thirds of the way through the semester, session, or term.” For fall 2011, the Last Drop Date is November 4, 5:00 p.m. CST. Regulations pertaining to adding or dropping courses are available in the graduate catalog: http://www.uta.edu/gradcatalog/2012/general/regulations/#grades
Additional deadlines can be viewed at: http://www.uta.edu/uta/acadcal.php
Americans with Disabilities Act:  If you require accommodations in compliance with the ADA, please consult with me at the beginning of the semester so I can support you in the best possible way. As a faculty member, I am required by law to provide “reasonable accommodations” to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Your responsibility primarily rests with informing me of your need for accommodation and in providing authorized documentation through designated administrative channels. You can find information regarding specific diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining academic accommodations at www.uta.edu/disability. You may visit the Office for Students with Disabilities in room 102 of University Hall or call them at (817) 272-3364.

Academic Integrity: At UT Arlington, academic dishonesty is completely unacceptable and will not be tolerated in any form, including (but not limited to) “cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student or the attempt to commit such acts” (UT System Regents’ Rule 50101, §2.2). Suspected violations of academic integrity standards will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. Violators will be disciplined in accordance with University policy, which may result in the student’s suspension or expulsion from the University.

To summarize, do not “copy and paste”, or copy word by word sentences or paragraphs from other sources , or download papers from the Internet and pass it off as your own work. You need to cite all sources of information. 

If you are not familiar with in-text citing please seek the help of the writing center on campus: http://www.uta.edu/owl/services.htm
Student Support Services Available:  UT Arlington provides a variety of resources and programs designed to help students develop academic skills, deal with personal situations, and better understand concepts and information related to their courses. Resources include tutoring, major-based learning centers, developmental education, advising and mentoring, personal counseling, and federally funded programs. For individualized referrals, students may contact the Maverick Resource Hotline by calling 817-272-6107, sending a message to resources@uta.edu, or visiting www.uta.edu/resources
Schedule of Classes
The following topics are an approximation of what will be covered each week. I reserve the right to make changes to the syllabus and schedule to make this class a better experience for all of us; having said that I will notify you of the changes in advance. Ultimately you need to keep up with any changes in the schedule.
	Week
	 Topics
	Assignments

	Week 1, Aug 25


	Introduction

What is theory?

Communication models
	

	Week 2, Sept 1


	Labor Day Holiday
	

	Week 3, Sept 8


	Philosophical assumptions

The Different Approaches to Communication Research
	Reading: Littlejohn & Foss, Chapters 1,2,3
Response paper due

	Week 4, Sept 15
	Semiotic Tradition 

Phenomenological Tradition 
	Reading: 
Semiotics: pages 123-130, 334-336. 373-378.
Phenomenological: 130-136, 251-255, 383-385.

One article TBA

Response paper due

	Week 5, Sept 22


	Sociopsychological Tradition  (part 1) 


	Reading: 80-91, 152-167, 180-190, 232-238, 264-266
One article TBA

Response paper due

	Week 6, Sept 29


	Sociopsychological Tradition  (part 2)

Cybernetic Tradition (part 1)
	Reading: 

Sociopsychological: 348-353

Cybernetic: 91-99, 230-232, 266-274
One article TBA

Response paper due

	Week 7, Oct 6


	Cybernetic Tradition (part 2)


	Reading: 353-358, 378-383
One article TBA

Response paper due

	Week 8, Oct 13
	Midterm
	

	Week 9, Oct 20


	Sociocultural Tradition  
	Reading: 99-106, 145-152, 190-206, 336-348, 385-391
One article TBA

Response paper due

	Week 10, Oct 27


	Critical Tradition  
	Reading: 109-114, 321-327, 360-363, 391-410
One article TBA

Response paper due

	Week 11, Nov 3


	Rhetorical Tradition  


	Reading:106-109, 136-145, 238-241
Response paper due

	Week 12, Nov 10


	Contemporary Mass Media Theory  
	TBA

Response paper due

	Week 13, Nov 17


	Network Theories


	Reading: 303-306
Two additional article
Response paper due

	Week 14, Nov 24


	New Media Theories

	Reading:

One electronic article
Response paper due

	Week 15, Dec 1


	Student presentations

Exam review
	

	                Dec. 8
	Final Exam
	



