HIST 1312-013
 History of the United States since 1865 
Class Location:UTA Blackboard (elearn.uta.edu)
Semester Dates: Aug 21, 2014- Dec 3, 2014
Instructor: Mr. Michael A. Deliz
Email Address: michael.deliz@mavs.uta.edu
Office: UH 228b (but you will not find me there)
Virtual Office Hours:  
Mondays 7pm – 10pm on Blackboard and by appointment through Skype.
Faculty Profile: https://www.uta.edu/profiles/michael-deliz
DESCRIPTION OF COURSE CONTENT: This course offers an introduction to the political, social, economic, and cultural history of the United States since 1865. This course is designed to help students understand and evaluate their society, comprehend the historical experience, and further develop reading and writing competencies and critical thinking skills.  This course is taught primarily through the readings of primary source documents, which the students must analyze, interpret, and contextualize historically.
CLASS PREREQUISITES: Completion of or concurrent enrollment in ENGL 1301.
REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS AND OTHER COURSE MATERIALS: 

There are 3 required materials for this class:

· Access to the Internet

· Oakes, James, et al. Of The People: A History of the United States Volume 2: Since 1865 2nd Edition (Oxford University Press, 2013) ISBN:978-0-19-992475-2
· Weekly primary source readings on Blackboard
UTA CORE CURRICULUM OBJECTIVES:
The state of Texas requires specific objectives for general education “core” courses.  The state objectives for “general ed” courses require that students learn critical thinking and communication (written, oral, visual) skills; teamwork skills; quantitative reasoning; personal responsibility (ethics) and social responsibility (civics).  This course satisfies the University of Texas at Arlington core curriculum requirement in social and behavioral sciences.
· Critical Thinking Skills:  to include creative thinking, innovation, inquiry, and analysis, evaluation and synthesis of information.  Must be addressed in all core curriculum courses.
· Communication Skills:  to include effective development, interpretation and expression of ideas through written, oral and visual communication.  Must be addressed in all core curriculum courses.
· Empirical and Quantitative Skills:  to include the manipulation and analysis of numerical data or observable facts resulting in informed conclusions.  Must be addressed in all core courses that satisfy the following requirements:
· Mathematics

· Life and Physical Sciences

· Social and Behavioral Sciences

· Component Area Option of Mathematics and Logic

· Teamwork:  to include the ability to consider different points of view and to work effectively with others to support a shared purpose or goal.  Must be addressed in all core courses that satisfy the following requirements: 
· Life and Physical Sciences

· Creative Arts

· Communication

· Personal Responsibility:  to include the ability to connect choices, actions and consequences to ethical decision-making. Must be addressed in all core courses that satisfy the following requirements: 

· Communication

· Language, Philosophy and Culture

· American History

· Government/Political Science

· Social Responsibility:  to include intercultural competence, knowledge of civic responsibility, and the ability to engage effectively in regional, national and global communities.  Must be addressed in all core courses that satisfy the following requirements: 

· Language, Philosophy and Culture

· Creative Arts

· American History

· Government/Political Science

· Social and Behavioral Sciences
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

During this course, students will learn how to: 

· identify key events, peoples, individuals, terms, periods, and chronology of the history of the United States; distinguish between historical fact and historical interpretation; and connect historical events in chronological chain(s) of cause and effect
· develop critical thinking skills by discussing the living nature of history, using historical evidence to critique competing interpretations of the same historical events, explaining the nature of historical controversies
· synthesize diverse historical information and evidence related to broad themes of U.S. history and present this information in coherent, well-articulated, and well-substantiated analytical discussions and other written assignments
· develop the ability to connect choices, actions, and consequences to ethical decision making by examining the motivations and actions of key figures in U.S. history 
· develop an understanding of civic and social responsibility by examining interactions within and between regional, national, and global communities in U.S. history
· instructor-specific learning outcomes
FACULTY EXPECTATIONS:
I expect that students will
· not cheat, plagiarize, collude or commit other acts of academic dishonesty

· participate fully by attending class regularly and being prepared for discussions and other assignments.  Being prepared means doing your reading assignment or other class prep before the class session

· do college-level work in all written assignments.  You will receive specific and detailed instructions for all assessments within this course, follow them.  Proofread for grammar and prose (turning in sloppy work with many grammatical errors is not college level - if you have problems with writing on a college level, utilize the services of the Writing Center)

· turn in work on time

· show respect to your instructor and your fellow students in all interactions

· ask for help when needed

ASSIGNMENTS AND ASSESSMENTS: 

· Tests: There will be two (2) exams and eight (8) quizzes in this course

· Assignments: There will be two (2) critical assignments in this course that assess students’ knowledge of the course content and the core objectives of critical thinking, communication, personal and social responsibilities.
· Research Wiki – In randomly assigned groups of five(5), students will build a wiki page on an assigned topic (See detailed instructions on Blackboard).
· Newspaper Analysis Essay – Students will analyze a historical event through the lens of newspapers of the period by way of a ten-page essay.
ATTENDANCE: Regular attendance is expected. As this is an online course, “attendance” in this context refers to your participation through Blackboard.    For every reading assignment, there will be an opportunity to provide feedback in the form of a couple of sentences about what you learned from the reading.  This will not be graded, but will be used to “bump up” grades at the end of the term (see Grading Policy). 
GRADING POLICY:  
The coursework for this course accumulates to 500 points, those points are distributed as follows:

	Assignment
	Points
	% of grade

	8 quizzes at 25pts ea.
	200
	40%  (5% each)

	Mid-term Exam
	100
	20%

	Wiki Research Group
	50
	10%

	Newspaper Analysis Essay
	50
	10%

	Final Exam
	100
	20%

	Total
	500
	100%


Final course grades will be calculated using a ten-point scale as follows:
	Points Earned
	% Range
	Final Grade

	450-500
	90-100
	A

	400-449
	80-89.99
	B

	350-399
	70-79.99
	C

	300-349
	60 – 69.99
	D

	<300
	<59.99
	F


At the end of the term, students whose total points places them within 1% of the next higher grade may have their grades adjusted upward if they participated in the weekly Reading’s Feedback.
Students are expected to keep track of their performance throughout the semester and seek guidance from available sources (including the instructor) if their performance drops below satisfactory levels.
EXPECTATIONS FOR OUT-OF-CLASS STUDY: A general rule of thumb is this: for every credit hour earned, a student should spend 3 hours per week working outside of class. Hence, a 3-credit course might have a minimum expectation of 9 hours of reading, study, etc. Beyond the time required to attend each class meeting, students enrolled in this course should expect to spend at least an additional 6-9 hours per week of their own time in course-related activities, including reading required materials, completing assignments, preparing for exams, etc. 

LATE PAPER AND MAKE-UP POLICY: Beginning with Week Two in the calendar All quizzes will go live on Monday and will be due by midnight of the following Sunday, so students have 7 days to complete each quiz. The Syllabus Quiz on Week One is the only exception with only four days allotted for its completion. Given this wide allotment of time and flexibility, there is no allowance for making up missed quizzes.  A missed quiz is an automatic deduction.  

Missed exams and critical assignments will require documented (medical or legal) rationales to justify a make-up.

Extra Credit can only be acquired in two ways: 
· By attendance to the Transatlantic History Conference (see Blackboard)

· By Completing an extra Wiki Research project (see Blackboard) 

GRADE GREVIANCES: Any appeal of a grade in this course must follow the procedures and deadlines for grade-related grievances as published in the current undergraduate / graduate catalog. 
DROP POLICY: Students may drop or swap (adding and dropping a class concurrently) classes through self-service in MyMav from the beginning of the registration period through the late registration period. After the late registration period, students must see their academic advisor to drop a class or withdraw. Undeclared students must see an advisor in the University Advising Center. Drops can continue through a point two-thirds of the way through the term or session. It is the student's responsibility to officially withdraw if they do not plan to attend after registering. Students will not be automatically dropped for non-attendance. Repayment of certain types of financial aid administered through the University may be required as the result of dropping classes or withdrawing. For more information, contact the Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships (http://wweb.uta.edu/aao/fao/).

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT: The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of all federal equal opportunity legislation, including the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). All instructors at UT Arlington are required by law to provide "reasonable accommodations" to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Any student requiring an accommodation for this course must provide the instructor with official documentation in the form of a letter certified by the staff in the Office for Students with Disabilities, University Hall 102. Only those students who have officially documented a need for an accommodation will have their request honored. Information regarding diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining disability-based academic accommodations can be found at www.uta.edu/disability or by calling the Office for Students with Disabilities at (817) 272-3364.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: Students enrolled in this course are expected to adhere to the UT Arlington Honor Code:

I pledge, on my honor, to uphold UT Arlington’s tradition of academic integrity, a tradition that values hard work and honest effort in the pursuit of academic excellence. 

I promise that I will submit only work that I personally create or contribute to group collaborations, and I will appropriately reference any work from other sources. I will follow the highest standards of integrity and uphold the spirit of the Honor Code.

UT Arlington faculty members may employ the Honor Code as they see fit in their courses, including (but not limited to) having students acknowledge the honor code as part of an examination or requiring students to incorporate the honor code into any work submitted. Per UT System Regents’ Rule 50101, §2.2, suspected violations of university’s standards for academic integrity (including the Honor Code) will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. Violators will be disciplined in accordance with University policy, which may result in the student’s suspension or expulsion from the University.

STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES: UT Arlington provides a variety of resources and programs designed to help students develop academic skills, deal with personal situations, and better understand concepts and information related to their courses. Resources include tutoring, major-based learning centers, developmental education, advising and mentoring, personal counseling, and federally funded programs. For individualized referrals, students may visit the reception desk at University College (Ransom Hall), call the Maverick Resource Hotline at 817-272-6107, send a message to resources@uta.edu, or view the information at www.uta.edu/resources.

ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION: UT Arlington has adopted MavMail as its official means to communicate with students about important deadlines and events, as well as to transact university-related business regarding financial aid, tuition, grades, graduation, etc. All students are assigned a MavMail account and are responsible for checking the inbox regularly. There is no additional charge to students for using this account, which remains active even after graduation. Information about activating and using MavMail is available at http://www.uta.edu/oit/cs/email/mavmail.php.

STUDENT FEEDBACK SURVEY: At the end of each term, students enrolled in classes categorized as “lecture,” “seminar,” or “laboratory” shall be directed to complete an online Student Feedback Survey (SFS). Instructions on how to access the SFS for this course will be sent directly to each student through MavMail approximately 10 days before the end of the term. Each student’s feedback enters the SFS database anonymously and is aggregated with that of other students enrolled in the course. UT Arlington’s effort to solicit, gather, tabulate, and publish student feedback is required by state law; students are strongly urged to participate. For more information, visit http://www.uta.edu/sfs.
FINAL REVIEW WEEK: A period of five class days prior to the first day of final examinations in the long sessions shall be designated as Final Review Week. The purpose of this week is to allow students sufficient time to prepare for final examinations. During this week, there shall be no scheduled activities such as required field trips or performances; and no instructor shall assign any themes, research problems or exercises of similar scope that have a completion date during or following this week unless specified in the class syllabus. During Final Review Week, an instructor shall not give any examinations constituting 10% or more of the final grade, except makeup tests and laboratory examinations. In addition, no instructor shall give any portion of the final examination during Final Review Week. During this week, classes are held as scheduled. In addition, instructors are not required to limit content to topics that have been previously covered; they may introduce new concepts as appropriate.

EMERGENCY EXIT PROCEDURES: Should we experience an emergency event that requires us to vacate the building, students should exit the room and move toward the nearest exit.  When exiting the building during an emergency, one should never take an elevator but should use the stairwells. Faculty members and instructional staff will assist students in selecting the safest route for evacuation and will make arrangements to assist handicapped individuals. (As this is an online class, this is not fully applicable to the class, but it doesn’t hurt to always know where the exits are.)
LIBRARIAN TO CONTACT: Joeli Gomez is the History Liaison at the UTA Library and can be reached at Joeli@uta.edu. Also see these resources.
· History Research Guide<http://libguides.uta.edu/history?hs=a%20>
· Map Guide<http://libguides.uta.edu/maps>
· Primary Sources & Special Collections<http://libguides.uta.edu/primaryresources>
Archives<http://libguides.uta.edu/archives>
· What is Peer Review<http://libraries.uta.edu/video/instruction/pr/intro.htm>?
· Exporting to RefWorks<http://libraries.uta.edu/video/instruction/refworks/intro.htm>
Research 
· Process<http://libraries.uta.edu/video/instruction/researchprocess/researchdecisiontree2.htm>
And Many More!<http://www.uta.edu/library/help/tutorials.php>
COURSE SCHEDULE:  
Important Dates:

October 9-12 – Complete Mid-term Exam

October 26, 2014 – Group Research Wiki is Due

November 30, 2014 – Newspaper Analysis Essay is Due

December 8-12 – Complete Final Exam

As the instructor for this course, I reserve the right to adjust this schedule in any way that serves the educational needs of the students enrolled in this course.
Group Wiki Research Assignment
Concept: 
To introduce students to different types of historical sources through a simple collaborative effort to create a Wikipedia-type entry on a topic that should be unfamiliar to the students.
Core Curriculum Competencies:

1. Teamwork- This project will require students to consider the opinions and interpretations of each group member and achieve consensus. 

2. Communication- Students will be encouraged to use text and images to create their project page in order to communicate their research.

3. Critical Thinking- Students will need to judge and justify their selection of sources included in the finalized wiki.  
Methodology:

1. Students will first be randomly assigned to a research group with a randomly assigned topic.
2. Each group will consist of 5 students tasked with the topic.

3. For the fall 2014 semester the assigned topic will fall within the history of U.S. Military Intervention in Central America and the Caribbean.

4. Each group will be tasked with the creation of a wiki page that provides a research foundation for historical research. 

5. Using a provided rubric defining common types of historical evidence, students will compile sources of evidence that might prove useful to a historian.  The types of historical evidence they must compile include:
a. Primary sources 
b. Newspaper sources

c. Government sources

d. Academic Journal Publications

e. Books on the topic

f. Online sources specific to the topic

g. Library/Archival collections on the topic

h. Cartographic material
i. As well as a timeline of the topic

6. The final wiki should serve as research deposit from which any historian could gain a jump start into further research and writing.

7. The wiki will be housed online within a server which the students will be able to access through blackboard.
Learning Outcomes:

1. Students will be exposed to the creation of a bibliography.
2. Students will learn to identify and categorize sources of evidence.

3. Students will learn to utilize library research databases.

4. Students will learn be exposed to historical topics largely unknown to them.

5. Students will also learn how to author, edit, and publish online content.

Newspaper Analysis Essay

Concept:


To introduce students to the analysis and interpretation of evidentiary sources at the heart of the historian’s task.

Core Curriculum Competencies:

1. Social Responsibility – This project will require that students critically analyze the statements, opinions, and perspectives in a manner consistent with concepts of information and media literacy.
2. Personal Responsibility – Through this analysis students will be asked to consider the personal responsibility of the news reporter as well as that of the reading audience the source is intended for, by historically contextualizing the effect of news media in policy-making as it regards the topic.

3. Critical thinking – Rather than a history of the topic, student are tasked with a meta-analysis of the topic through its contemporary representation.
4. Empirical Skills – Students must analyze their newspaper sources through other historical works and reach a clear conclusion regarding the media representation of the topic during its time.

5. Communication Skills – Students must author these conclusion into a ten-page essay, with cited sources and a bibliography consistent with historical scholarship.

Methodology:

1. Students will be allowed open access to all wiki research projects.
2. Individually students will choose one of the wiki topics as their paper topic.
3. The prepared wiki’s will then serve as their research jump off point.

4. Students must identify three newspaper reports to analyze from different newspapers.

5. Students must analyze the newspaper sources against each other and the historical literature.

6. Students may expand their source material beyond what is included in the wiki.

7. Students will author a ten-page-minimum essay that utilizes and cites historical sources to analyze the representation of their topic.
Learning Outcomes:

1. Students will gain practice in formal academic writing.

2. Students will learn how to differentiate sources for historical research.

3. Students will learn to utilize concepts of information and media literacy.

4. Students should recognize how such a skill is applicable today. 

5. Students will gain exposure to the work of historians first hand.
