Political Science 4329

Contemporary Controversies in Political Theory

Susan Hekman

Fall 2015

Class Time: T 11-1:50

Office: University Hall 446
Office Hours: T 2-3and by appointment         

hekman@uta.edu
Course Aims:

This course will examine the central issues in twentieth century political thought and their philosophical roots.  We will begin with an examination of the two pivotal political theories of the nineteenth century that set the stage for the twentieth: liberalism and Marxism.  We will then trace the evolution of these two theories in the twentieth century through an analysis of modern contract theory and critical theory.  The criticisms that these two major theories have generated have occupied much of the last half of the twentieth century: communitarianism, anti-positivist critiques, postmodernism, and feminism.  The course will conclude with the possibilities of future political debates.

Requirements:

Each student will be required to read the assigned material before it is discussed in class.  Classes will consist of lecture and discussion.  Students will be expected to participate frequently in class discussion.  Two essay midterms and a final examination will be given; each will count equally in determining the final grade.

Major requirements:  Two midterms (Oct. 6, Nov.10) and a final exam (Dec. 15)
Attendance Policy:

Students who have missed three or fewer classes will have 10 points added to their cumulative grade point. 

Required Texts:

Mill, On Liberty
Marx and Engels, The Communist Manifesto
Habermas, Legitimation Crisis
Sandel, Liberalism and the Limits of Justice
Foucault, Power/Knowledge
Okin, Justice, Gender, and the Family

Taylor, Multiculturalism and the Politics of Recognition
A packet of required readings are on electronic reserve at the library.

Schedule of Readings:

Sept. 1: Introduction

Sept. 8: Mill, On Liberty
Sept. 15: Marx and Engels, The Communist Manifesto
Sept. 22: Rawls (reserve)

Sept. 29: Nozick (reserve)
Oct. 6: Midterm

Oct. 13:  Habermas, Legitimation Crisis
Oct. 20: Sandel, Liberalism and the Limits of Justice
Oct. 27: Holmes (reserve)
Nov. 3:  Taylor, Multiculturalism and the Politics of Recognition
Nov. 10: Midterm
Nov. 17: Winch (reserve)
Nov. 24: Foucault, Power/Knowledge 

Dec. 1: Okin, Justice, Gender, and the Family
Dec. 8: Pateman (reserve)

Final: Dec. 15
Student Learning Outcomes: 

· Comprehend complex texts

· Acquire critical analytic skills

· Formulate and defend theses related to the texts studied

Drop Policy:   Students may drop or swap (adding and dropping a class concurrently) classes through self-service in MyMav from the beginning of the registration period through the late registration period.  After the late registration period, students must see the academic advisor to drop a class or withdraw.  Undeclared students must see an advisor in the University Advising Center.  Drops can continue through a point two-thirds of the way through the term or session.  It is the student’s responsibility to officially withdraw if they do not plan to attend after registering.  Students will not be automatically dropped for non-attendance. Repayment of certain types of financial aid administered through the University may be required as the result of dropping classes or withdrawing.  For more information, contact the Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships (http://wweb.uta.edu/ses/fao).

Americans With Disabilities Act:  The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of federal equal opportunity legislation; reference Public Law 92-112 – The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended.  With the passage of federal legislation entitled Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), pursuant to section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same opportunities enjoyed by all citizens.  As a faculty member, I am required by law to provide "reasonable accommodations" to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability.  Student responsibility primarily rests with informing faculty of their need for accommodation and in providing authorized documentation through designated administrative channels.  Information regarding specific diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining academic accommodations can be found at www.uta.edu/disability.  Also, you may visit the Office for students with Disabilities in room 102 of University Hall or call them at (817)272-3364. 

Academic Integrity:  It is the philosophy of The University of Texas at Arlington that academic dishonesty is a completely unacceptable mode of conduct and will not be tolerated in any form. All persons involved in academic dishonesty will be disciplined in accordance with University regulations and procedures.  Discipline may include suspension or expulsion from the University.  "Scholastic dishonesty includes but is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student or the attempt to commit such acts." (Regents' Rules and Regulations, Series 50101, Section 2.2)

Student Support Services Available:  The University of Texas at Arlington supports a variety of student success programs to help you connect with the University and achieve academic success.  These programs include learning assistance, developmental education, advising and mentoring, admission and transition, and federally funded programs.  Students requiring assistance academically, personally, or socially should contact the Office of Student Success Programs at 817-272-6107 for more information and appropriate referrals.

Electronic Communication:  UT Arlington has adopted MavMail as its official means to communicate with students about important deadlines and events, as well as to transact university-related business regarding financial aid, tuition, grades, graduation, etc. All students are assigned a MavMail account and are responsible for checking the inbox regularly. There is no additional charge to students for using this account, which remains active even after graduation. Information about activating and using MavMail is available at http://www.uta.edu/oit/cs/email/mavmail.php.

Student Feedback Survey:  At the end of each term, students enrolled in classes categorized as lecture, seminar, or laboratory will be asked to complete an online Student Feedback Survey (SFS) about the course and how it was taught. Instructions on how to access the SFS system will be sent directly to students through MavMail approximately 10 days before the end of the term. UT Arlington’s effort to solicit, gather, tabulate, and publish student feedback data is required by state law; student participation in the SFS program is voluntary.
Final Review Week: A period of five class days prior to the first day of final examinations in the long sessions shall be designated as Final Review Week. The purpose of this week is to allow students sufficient time to prepare for final examinations. During this week, there shall be no scheduled activities such as required field trips or performances; and no instructor shall assign any themes, research problems or exercises of similar scope that have a completion date during or following this week unless specified in the class syllabus. During Final Review Week, an instructor shall not give any examinations constituting 10% or more of the final grade, except makeup tests and laboratory examinations. In addition, no instructor shall give any portion of the final examination during Final Review Week. During this week, classes are held as scheduled. In addition, instructors are not required to limit content to topics that have been previously covered; they may introduce new concepts as appropriate.

