HIST 4356-001/GERM 4322-002/HONR 4303-001: Bismarck’s Germany

Spring 2016
Instructor: Thomas Adam

Office Number: 330 Hammond Hall

Email Address: adam@uta.edu

Faculty Profile: https://www.uta.edu/mentis/public/#profile/profile/view/id/1206/category/1
Office Hours: by appointment
Time and Place of Class Meetings: Tuesdays and Thursdays 11:00am – 12:20pm; Room: TBA
Course Content: This class introduces students to the history of Germany from 1740 to 1914. Germany emerged by the end of the nineteenth century as a super power that challenged French and English domination in world affairs. We will explore the creation of the German nation state and the invention of the German culture and identity by looking at traditional historical sources and fictional texts that include novels such as Winnetou and fairy tales such as Hansel and Gretel. 

Student Learning Outcomes: This course provides students with basic information about the course of German history in the nineteenth century. This information will be presented in form of readings from various textbooks and additional texts, which students are expected to read in preparation of each class. The seminar setting will allow students to work on their skills of presentation and argumentation. It gives students an opportunity to engage in discussions and play an active role in the learning process. Students will further encounter different ways of writing history (social and cultural history) and the multitude of interpretations of historical events. The writing of short concise reviews will train the students in extricating the important information from a particular text. 

Required textbooks: 

• David Blackbourn, History of Germany, 1780-1918: The Long Nineteenth Century, New York: Blackwell, 2002.

• Volker R. Berghahn, Imperial Germany 1871-1914: Economy, Society, Culture, and Politics. New York/Oxford: Berghahn Books, 2003.

• John Breuilly, 19th Century Germany: Politics, Culture and Society 1780-1918. London/New York: Oxford University Press, 2001.

• D. G. Williamson, Bismarck and Germany 1862-1890, London and New York: Longman 1998.

• Karl May, Winnetou. Continuum International Publishing Group, 1998.

• DEFA movie Der Untertan (The Loyal Subject).
• Gotthold Ephraim Lessing, Nathan the Wise.
Course Requirements and Grading Policy:
Class Participation:




20%

12 Review Quizzes:




60%

2 Reviews (Novel and Movie):


20%

The final grade consists of three components: 
(1) Class participation: The grade for class participation is based on your physical presence in class (you can miss up to two classes without penalty) and your active AND informed participation in class discussion. Please keep in mind that this is NOT a lecture course but a seminar (meaning that this is a student-centered form of academic learning).

(2) Review quizzes: To ensure that you are prepared for each class, you will be given twelve review quizzes. Each quiz will consist of five short-answer questions and is worth five points (no multiple choice tests). To prepare for these quizzes, you need to thoroughly read the texts assigned for each class and take notes or underline important information. You will be allowed to use your notes and books during the quiz but NOT your notebook or computer.

(3) Book and Movie Reviews: You are expected to write a review and NOT a report. In a review students are expected to analyze the main idea of the book under review. Students are NOT expected to retell the content of the book or the movie (in fact doing so would result in an “F”). The reviews should be no longer than 2 pages (normal margins, double spaced, and Times New Roman 12 points). I accept ONLY paper submissions. Failure to submit the review in time results in a penalty for late submission (one letter grade per day). Each review is worth ten points (A+  = 10 points, A = 9 points, B = 8 points, C = 7 points, D = 6 points, F = 0 points).
When writing the review about Winnetou, please analyze how Germans and German-American (in contrast to Anglo-Americans and in contrast to Native Americans) are characterized in the novel. What are the attributes used to describe German-speakers in the novel?
When writing the review about the DEFA movie The Loyal Subject, please analyze and discuss the characteristics of an Untertan (loyal subject)? What character traits make Diederich Hessling a loyal subject? And what are the implications of these character traits for the course of German history. What is the last scene in the movie and what is the implication of jumping ahead in history so far?
Attendance and Drop Policy:

Attendance will be taken at the beginning of all classes. However, I cannot drop students for excessive absences. Students are responsible for dropping a course before the cut-off date for drops. Drop dates: end of first drop period, February 3; last day to drop courses: April 1.
Americans with Disabilities Act:

The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of federal equal opportunity legislation; reference Public Law 92-112 - The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended. With the passage of federal legislation entitled Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), pursuant to section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same opportunities enjoyed by all citizens.

As a faculty member, I am required by law to provide “reasonable accommodations” to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Student responsibility primarily rests with informing faculty of their need for accommodation and in providing authorized documentation through designated administrative channels.  Information regarding specific diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining academic accommodations can be found at www.uta.edu/disability.   Also, you may visit the Office for Students with Disabilities in room 102 of University Hall or call them at (817) 272-3364.

Academic Integrity:

It is the philosophy of The University of Texas at Arlington that academic dishonesty is a completely unacceptable mode of conduct and will not be tolerated in any form. All persons involved in academic dishonesty will be disciplined in accordance with University regulations and procedures. Discipline may include suspension or expulsion from the University. 

“Scholastic dishonesty includes but is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student or the attempt to commit such acts.” (Regents’ Rules and Regulations, Series 50101, Section 2.2)

Student Support Services Available:

The University of Texas at Arlington supports a variety of student success programs to help you connect with the University and achieve academic success. These programs include learning assistance, developmental education, advising and mentoring, admission and transition, and federally funded programs. Students requiring assistance academically, personally, or socially should contact the Office of Student Success Programs at 817-272-6107 for more information and appropriate referrals.
Schedule of Seminars
	Jan. 19 and 21 
	Introduction
Fundamentals I: Geopolitics

Fundamentals II: Timeline German history 1740-1918


	Jan. 26 and 28
	NO CLASS MEETING


	Feb. 2 and 4

First Review Quiz


	The Holy Roman Empire

• Blackbourn, History of Germany, pp. 1-33.
• Eugen Weber, “Fairies and Hard Facts: the Reality of Folktales.” Journal of the History of Ideas vol. 42 issue 1 (Jan.-Mar., 1981), pp. 93-113.

• Jack Zipes, The Brothers Grimm: From Enchanted Forests to the Modern World, Houndmills/New York: Palgrave Macmillan 2002, pp. 1-64.

• Hansel and Gretel (Brothers Grimm)

(http://www.fln.vcu.edu//menu.html)



	Feb. 9 and 11

Second Review Quiz


	Frederick the Great and Enlightened Absolutism in Prussia
• Philip G. Dwyer, The Rise of Prussia 1700-1830. Longman, 2000, pp. 153-200.

• Peter Gay, The Enlightenment: A Comprehensive Anthology (New York 1973), 13-25, 383-390.

• Lessing, Nathan the Wise.



	Feb. 16 and 18

Third Review Quiz


	The French Revolution and the Anti-Napoleonic Wars

• Blackbourn, History of Germany, pp. 37-68.
• Breuilly, 19th Century Germany, pp. 15-39.
• Johann Gottlieb Fichte, Addresses to the German Nation (Westport 1979), pp. XI-XXII, 1-18, 52-71.

• Ernest Flagg Henderson, A Short History of Germany (New York 1902) volume 1, pp. 1-21.

• Celia Applegate, A nation of provincials: the German idea of Heimat (Berkeley 1990), pp. 1-19.


	Feb. 23 and 25

Fourth Review Quiz


	The German Confederation between Restoration and Pre-March

• Blackbourn, History of Germany, pp. 69-103.
• Breuilly, 19th Century Germany, pp. 40-65.



	March 1 and 3

Fifth Review Quiz


	Industrialization

• Blackbourn, History of Germany, pp. 135-170.
• Breuilly, 19th Century Germany, pp. 66-95.

• E. P. Thompson, “Time, Work and Industrial Capitalism”, in Past and Present 1967, pp. 56-97.

• Michael J. Sauter, “Clockwatchers and Stargazers: Time Discipline in Early Modern Berlin”, in: American Historical Review 112 issue 3 (June 2007), pp. 685-709.



	March 8 and 10

Sixth Review Quiz


	The Revolutions of 1830 and 1848

• Blackbourn, History of Germany, pp. 104-131.
• Breuilly, 19th Century Germany, pp. 117-137.

• Robert Beachy, The Soul of Commerce: Credit, Property, and Politics in Leipzig, 1750-1840 (Leiden 2005), pp. 197-221.



	March 14 to 18


	SPRING BREAK

	March 22 and 24

Seventh Review Quiz


	Karl Marx and the Birth of Communism

• Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, The Communist Manifesto (1848).

• Helga Grebing, The History of the German Labour Movement: A Survey (London 1969), pp. 33-49.

• Eisenach Program (http://www.germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/sub_document.cfm?document_id=688&language=english)

• Gotha Program (http://www.germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/sub_document.cfm?document_id=1844)

• Erfurt Program (http://www.marxists.org/history/international/social-democracy/1891/erfurt-program.htm)



	March 29 and 31

Eighth Review Quiz


	Otto von Bismarck and the Creation of Germany

• Blackbourn, History of Germany, pp. 171-203.
• Williamson, Bismarck and Germany, pp. 5-43.
• Breuilly, 19th Century Germany, pp. 138-156.
• Abigail Green, Fatherlands: State-Building and Nationhood in Nineteenth-Century Germany, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press 2001, pp. 267-297.



	April 5 and 7

Ninth Review Quiz
Review of the novel  Winnetou is due


	Jews and Anti-Semitism

• Blackbourn, History of Germany, pp. 227-233.
• Berghahn, Imperial Germany, pp. 96-131.

• Hermann Graml, Antisemitism in the Third Reich (Oxford/UK, Cambridge/USA, 1992), pp. 33-68.

• Fairy tale: Wolf and the Seven Kids


	April 12

Tenth Review Quiz


	The Wilhelmine Society I
• Williamson, Bismarck and Germany, pp. 44-47.
• Breuilly, 19th Century Germany, pp. 199-228, 163-184.
• Berghahn, Imperial Germany, pp. 190-261.

• Blackbourn, History of Germany, pp. 304-347.



	April 14 (Thursday), 19 (Tuesday), and 21 (Thursday)
	NO CLASS MEETING – Students watch at home the movie Der Untertan (The Loyal Subject)


	April 26 and 28
Eleventh Review Quiz 
Review of the movie The Loyal Subject is due

	Germany’s Colonial Dreams

• William Otto Henderson, Studies in German Colonial History (London 1962), pp. 1-10, 136-141.

• Williamson, Bismarck and Germany, pp. 81-85.
• Lewis H. Gann, “Marginal Colonialism: The German Case”, in Arthur J. Knoll, Lewis H. Gann (eds.), Germans in the Tropics: Essays in German Colonial History (New York, Westport/Connecticut, London 1987), pp. 1-17.

• May, Winnetou. 

• Article on “May, Karl Friedrich”; “Indians in German Literature” in: Thomas Adam (ed.), Germany and the Americas: Culture, Politics, and History, Santa Barbara: ABC Clio.



	May 3 and 5
Twelfth Review Quiz
	Wilhelmine Society II

• Berghahn, Imperial Germany, pp. 43-96.
• Fritz K. Ringer, “Higher Education in Germany in the Nineteenth Century,” in: Journal of Contemporary History vol. 2 no. 3 (Jul. 1967), pp. 123-138.

• Abigail Green, Fatherlands: State-Building and Nationhood in Nineteenth-Century Germany, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press 2001, pp. 189-222. 

• Max and Moritz 

http://www.fln.vcu.edu//menu.html



Color codes:

Black: textbook

Red: Electronic Course Reserves

Green: Online Journals (J-Store)
Purple: E-Book

Blue: Web
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