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Professor J. Fay
Office Hours: TR 10.00 a.m.—11.00 a.m.  I hold my office hours in Starbucks.  Please interrupt me if I am meeting with another student so that I know you are waiting.
624 Carlisle Hall (mailbox in 204 Carlisle Hall)

jacqueline.fay@uta.edu

Course materials

Copypacket (available at Bird's Copies, 208 S. East St., Arlington TX)
Philip Larkin, Collected Poems.  Edited by Anthony Thwaite. Farrar, Straus and Giroux: 2004.  ISBN: 978-0374529208
D.H. Lawrence, Lady Chatterley’s Lover.  London: Wordsworth Classics, 2005.  978-1840224887.
You will also need to activate and use your UTA e-mail address (go to the IT helpdesk, floor 1 of the main library for assistance).  All e-mails about this course will be sent ONLY to this address and you will be held responsible for making sure that you receive them.

Course Description

This course will take both a thematic and a linguistic approach to the topic of mean language. The curiously double nature of such language is epitomized by the term “swearing,” which can refer both to a formal statement made with particular seriousness of intent and to the informal situation of uttering an obscenity. When and why is swearing an oath a laudable act? When is it an execrable act? What is the effect of the oath on the oath-swearer? On the course of the narrative? How does the reader recognize an oath as an oath, or as a false oath? Within what cultural and institutional networks does the notion of false swearing emerge? In thinking about these questions and others, we will read a number of texts that directly engage the topic of mean language.  While historicizing the concept of mean language, then, we will also be attentive to its particular historical manifestations. By using the OED we will trace the changing register of words as they move between the realms of ordinary language, slang, and obscenity.  

Student Learning Outcomes

· Students will acquire experience of working in groups, giving a presentation, and writing a long research paper
· Students will gain experience analyzing texts as cultural phenomena
· Students will gain experience using the Oxford English Dictionary
· Students will learn about the changing definition of swearing, what type of language is classified as swearing, and how this language impacts on and is impacted by other cultural categories such as class, race and gender
Grading and Attendance Policy: Attendance is vital and will count towards your grade, as will participation in class.  Absences over four will result in your overall grade being reduced by 5% for every additional absence.  Full and timely completion of assignments will also be reflected in your grade.  If you hand in an assignment late, your grade for that assignment will be reduced by one letter per day after the due date.  If you fail to hand in an assignment at all, you will receive a grade of 0 for that assignment.  Grading will be broken down as follows:

Attendance, participation and quizzes
10%


Midterm Exam
  


15%


Final Exam




20%


Term Project
—
Project Proposal
5%





OED Analysis
20%





Presentation

8%





Analytical Paper
22%
All written assignments must be submitted via the relevant SafeAssign portal on blackboard and will be automatically checked for plagiarism.
Attendance: At The University of Texas at Arlington, taking attendance is not required. Rather, each faculty member is free to develop his or her own methods of evaluating students’ academic performance, which includes establishing course-specific policies on attendance. As the instructor of this section, I will evaluate attendance as outlined in the previous section.

Americans with Disabilities Act: The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of all federal equal opportunity legislation, including the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). All instructors at UT Arlington are required by law to provide "reasonable accommodations" to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Any student requiring an accommodation for this course must provide the instructor with official documentation in the form of a letter certified by the staff in the Office for Students with Disabilities, University Hall 102. Only those students who have officially documented a need for an accommodation will have their request honored. Information regarding diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining disability-based academic accommodations can be found at www.uta.edu/disability or by calling the Office for Students with Disabilities at (817) 272-3364.

Drop Policy: Students may drop or swap (adding and dropping a class concurrently) classes through self-service in MyMav from the beginning of the registration period through the late registration period. After the late registration period, students must see their academic advisor to drop a class or withdraw. Undeclared students must see an advisor in the University Advising Center. Drops can continue through a point two-thirds of the way through the term or session. It is the student's responsibility to officially withdraw if they do not plan to attend after registering. Students will not be automatically dropped for non-attendance. Repayment of certain types of financial aid administered through the University may be required as the result of dropping classes or withdrawing. For more information, contact the Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships (http://wweb.uta.edu/aao/fao/).

Title IX: The University of Texas at Arlington is committed to upholding U.S. Federal Law “Title IX” such that no member of the UT Arlington community shall, on the basis of sex, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any education program or activity. For more information, visit www.uta.edu/titleIX.

Academic Integrity: Students enrolled in this course are expected to adhere to the UT Arlington Honor Code:

I pledge, on my honor, to uphold UT Arlington’s tradition of academic integrity, a tradition that values hard work and honest effort in the pursuit of academic excellence. 

I promise that I will submit only work that I personally create or contribute to group collaborations, and I will appropriately reference any work from other sources. I will follow the highest standards of integrity and uphold the spirit of the Honor Code.

UT Arlington faculty members may employ the Honor Code as they see fit in their courses, including (but not limited to) having students acknowledge the honor code as part of an examination or requiring students to incorporate the honor code into any work submitted. Per UT System Regents’ Rule 50101, §2.2, suspected violations of university’s standards for academic integrity (including the Honor Code) will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. Violators will be disciplined in accordance with University policy, which may result in the student’s suspension or expulsion from the University.

Student Support Services: UT Arlington provides a variety of resources and programs designed to help students develop academic skills, deal with personal situations, and better understand concepts and information related to their courses. Resources include tutoring, major-based learning centers, developmental education, advising and mentoring, personal counseling, and federally funded programs. For individualized referrals, students may visit the reception desk at University College (Ransom Hall), call the Maverick Resource Hotline at 817-272-6107, send a message to resources@uta.edu, or view the information at www.uta.edu/resources.

Electronic Communication: UT Arlington has adopted MavMail as its official means to communicate with students about important deadlines and events, as well as to transact university-related business regarding financial aid, tuition, grades, graduation, etc. All students are assigned a MavMail account and are responsible for checking the inbox regularly. There is no additional charge to students for using this account, which remains active even after graduation. Information about activating and using MavMail is available at http://www.uta.edu/oit/cs/email/mavmail.php.

Student Feedback Survey: At the end of each term, students enrolled in classes categorized as “lecture,” “seminar,” or “laboratory” shall be directed to complete an online Student Feedback Survey (SFS). Instructions on how to access the SFS for this course will be sent directly to each student through MavMail approximately 10 days before the end of the term. Each student’s feedback enters the SFS database anonymously and is aggregated with that of other students enrolled in the course. UT Arlington’s effort to solicit, gather, tabulate, and publish student feedback is required by state law; students are strongly urged to participate. For more information, visit http://www.uta.edu/sfs.
Final Review Week: A period of five class days prior to the first day of final examinations in the long sessions shall be designated as Final Review Week. The purpose of this week is to allow students sufficient time to prepare for final examinations. During this week, there shall be no scheduled activities such as required field trips or performances; and no instructor shall assign any themes, research problems or exercises of similar scope that have a completion date during or following this week unless specified in the class syllabus. During Final Review Week, an instructor shall not give any examinations constituting 10% or more of the final grade, except makeup tests and laboratory examinations. In addition, no instructor shall give any portion of the final examination during Final Review Week. During this week, classes are held as scheduled. In addition, instructors are not required to limit content to topics that have been previously covered; they may introduce new concepts as appropriate.

Emergency Exit Procedures: Should we experience an emergency event that requires us to vacate the building, students should exit the room and move toward the nearest exit.  When exiting the building during an emergency, one should never take an elevator but should use the stairwells. Faculty members and instructional staff will assist students in selecting the safest route for evacuation and will make arrangements to assist handicapped individuals.

SCHEDULE OF CLASSES

______________________________________________________________________________
Week One

T 1/19—

ACTIVITY:
Class introductions.  






Course description, objectives, and syllabus






What is swearing?
Section One— Old English: Oath-Swearing, Flyting and Contest
R 1/21


Beowulf 1-1250

Ward Parks, "The Flyting Speech in Traditional Heroic Narrative," Neophilologus 71.2 (1987): 285-95.



______________________________________________________________________________
Week Two

T 1/26


Beowulf 1251-3182



The Laws of King Alfred, 871-901
R 1/28


The Battle of Maldon
Lokasenna
Valentine A. Pakis, "Insults, Violence, and the Meaning of lytegian in the Old English Battle of Maldon," Journal of Historical Pragmatics 12 (2011): 198-229.
______________________________________________________________________________
Week Three
Section Two— Middle English: Chivalry and Religious Oaths
T 2/2


The Owl and the Nightingale
Wendy Matlock, "Law and Violence in The Owl and the Nightingale," Journal of English and Germanic Philology 109 (2010): 446-467.
R 2/4

 
The Owl and the Nightingale (cont.)



Project Proposal Workshop
______________________________________________________________________________
Week Four

T 2/9


CLASS CANCELLED
R 2/11

 
Sir Gawain and the Green Knight.

Susanne Sara Thomas, "Promise, Threat, Joke, or Wager? The Legal (In)determinacy of the Oaths in In Sir Gawain and the Green Knight," Exemplaria 10 (1998): 287-305.
______________________________________________________________________________
Week Five

T 2/16
  
Thomas Malory, Morte D’Arthure, “The Knight of the Cart”
R 2/18
 
Geoffrey Chaucer, General Prologue 725-46



Man of Law’s Tale ______________________________________________________________________________
Week Six

T 2/23


Man of Law’s Tale (cont.)

 
Franklin’s Tale
R 2/25
 

Pardoner’s Tale


Section of Parson’s Tale


Skelton, Poems 
PROJECT PROPOSAL DUE
______________________________________________________________________________Week Seven

Section Three—  Early Modern: Vagabonds and Libertines
T 3/1


Robert Copland, The Highway to the Spital-House

R 3/3

 
Thomas Harman, A Caveat or Warning for Common Cursitors, 




Vulgarly Called Vagabonds

______________________________________________________________________________
Week Eight

T 3/8


MIDTERM EXAM

R 3/10
Philip Stubbes, Anatomie of Abuses (http://www.archive.org/details/phillipstubbessa00stubuoft), 129-36




Shakespeare, extract from Richard II and Henry IV Part I 

______________________________________________________________________________
Week Nine

3/14-18

SPRING BREAK

______________________________________________________________________________
Week Ten

T 3/22


Writing Workshop
R 3/24


John Wilmot, Second Earl of Rochester, Poems
Klaas Tindemans, "Nature, Desire, and the Law: On Libertinism and Early Modern Legal Theory," Journal for Early Modern Cultural Studies 12 (2012): 133-45.
______________________________________________________________________________
Week Eleven 
Section Four—  Eighteenth-Century to Modern: Politeness and Obscenity
T 3/29
Jonathan Swift, “The Lady’s Dressing Room” and Polite Conversation
R 3/31
CLASS CANCELLED




OED ANALYSIS DUE
______________________________________________________________________________
Week Twelve

T 4/5
Robert Graves, Lars Porsena or The Future of Swearing and Improper Language 

Robert Veltman, "Lars Porsena and my Bonk Manager: A Systematic-Functional Study in the Semogenesis of the Language of Swearing."  In Linguistic Choice Across Genres: Variation in Spoken and Written English, ed. by Antonia Sánchez-Macarro and Ronald Carter.  Amsterdam: John Benjamins Publishing, 1998.  301-16.
R 4/7
Robert Graves, Lars Porsena or The Future of Swearing and Improper Language
______________________________________________________________________________
Week Thirteen

T 4/12

  
Writing Workshop
R 4/14

 
D.H. Lawrence, A Propos of Lady Chatterley’s Lover




Lady Chatterley’s Lover
______________________________________________________________________________
Week Fourteen

T 4/19

 
D.H. Lawrence, Lady Chatterley’s Lover


Charles M. Burack, "Mortifying the Reader: the Assault on Verbal and Visual Consciousness in D. H. Lawrence's Lady Chatterley's Lover," Studies in the Novel 29 (1997): 491-511.
R 4/21

   
D.H. Lawrence, Lady Chatterley’s Lover




Trial Records

______________________________________________________________________________
Week Fifteen

T 4/26

  
Philip Larkin, Selected poems
Joseph Bristow, “The obscenity of Philip Larkin,” Critical Inquiry 21 (1994): 156-81.


R 4/28


Philip Larkin, Selected poems

______________________________________________________________________________
Week Sixteen

T 5/3

  
Student presentations




ANALYTICAL PAPER DUE
R 5/5
   
Student presentations

______________________________________________________________________________
FINAL EXAM — THURSDAY MAY 12TH 11.00 A.M.-1.30 P.M.

______________________________________________________________________________
ENGL 4399—003  Mean Talking: Oaths, Cursing, and False Swearing


Spring Semester 2016: TR 2.00-3.20pm


Preston Hall 211
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