                     Course Title: Contemporary Issues in Civil Liberties      
Course Number:  Political Science 3331, Fall 2016 Pols 3331
Instructor: Allan Saxe

Office: 411 UH

Office Hours: Thirty minutes prior to each class period or preferably by appointment

Phone: 817-272-3992
Mailbox: P.O. Box 19539

Email: saxe@uta.edu




Course Prerequisites: Pols. 2311, 2312
Required Textbook(s) and Materials: Instructor will provide students with all necessary literature and reading material. 
Course Description: The course will acquaint students with the larger issues of civil liberties pivoting upon more contemporary themes. The class will also study some of the important thinkers in this field of judicial studies.  The course will be conversational in style, requiring that all students read and digest all the issues included in the class periods.  The class will pivot upon relevant cases in civil liberties that have been decided by federal, and in some cases,various state courts. Of special notice is that the U.S. Constitution will be studied and reviewed with concentration on civil liberties. 
Course Learning Goals/Objectives: The student should become acquainted with and become knowledgeable about the various topics and subjects spotlighted in the coure. All viewpoints will be examined and should be known by students:  left and right, conservative, liberal and libertarian. 
Attendance and Drop Policy:  Students are required to attend all class periods, but may drop at any time allowed by the university as long as student has a passing grade.

Tentative Lecture/Topic Schedule:  lectures will be interspersed with guest presenters to be announced in class. Guest presentations, date and time appearances will be announced prior to each appearance, but exact scheduling is indefinite. Instructor will present lectures with interspersing text material as well at appropriate times.

Specific Course Requirements:  

Grade Calculation: There will be one objective-type exam and one essay – term paper. The first exam, of objective type, will consist of fifty questions. A scantron, number 4521 will be utilized. The exam will be given near the end of the semester and count 75% of the total grade. This first exam will be announced at least one week prior to the exam. Note: the first exam MAY be given after the official date to drop a class and students should plan accordingly. The essay-term paper will constitute the second portion of the course grade, counting 25%.  There will be NO make-up exams! There is a total of 68 points cumulative for both exams. (50 points for first exam, and 18 points for essay). Grades are assigned on a percentile basis beginning with ninety percent of 68 points=A, eighty percent=B, seventy percent =C, and sixty percent=D, and below sixty percent of 68 points=failing.The essay-term paper will consist of 5-10 pages on a topic of the student’s choice and derived from the variety of issues and topics discussed and debated in class. Each student will present their paper orally in class at an assigned time.  Note: there will be NO exam designated as a final exam. All exams and research papers will be given and completed before the final exam period and final review week. Classes will continue through the regular scheduled final class day. 

EXTRA CREDIT: Students can if they so desire, obtain an additional five grade points (not percentage) to be added to the total grade points obtained from the two exams. This can be accomplished by Volunteer participation in a variety of community service activities. Students wishing and able to participate in this should contact any non-profit, community service group to assist them in their goals. Students should complete a minimum of ten hours of community service work to obtain the maximum five points awarded.

 There can be no money exchange of any kind with the community service work. All extra credit should be started and completed within the semester dates scheduled. The instructor will announce a specific date for extra credit documentation to be handed in. Any work prior to or after the scheduled semester class will not count as extra credit. All work needs to be fully documented with the service agency. The student should obtain a signed letter by the principal or authorized administrator in charge, preferably letterhead, outlining the student participation, hours worked, and listing the agency address or political campaign, phone number, and/or e-mail of participating agency or campaign.


Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA):  If you are a student who requires accommodations in compliance with the ADA, please consult with me at the beginning of the semester. As a faculty member, I am required by law to provide “reasonable accommodation” to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability.   Your responsibility is to inform me of the disability at the beginning of the semester and provide me with documentation authorizing the specific accommodation.  Student services at UTA include the Office for Students with Disabilities (located in the lower level of the University Center) which is responsible for verifying and implementing accommodations to ensure equal opportunity in all programs and activities.
Student Support Services:  The University supports a variety of student success programs to help you connect with the University and achieve academic success.  They include learning assistance, developmental education, advising and mentoring, admission and transition, and federally funded programs.  Students requiring assistance academically, personally, or socially should contact the Office of Student Success Programs at 817-272-6107 for more information and appropriate referrals.

Academic Honesty:  Academic dishonesty is a completely unacceptable mode of conduct and will not be tolerated in any form at The University of Texas at Arlington. All persons involved in academic dishonesty will be disciplined in accordance with University regulations and procedures. Discipline may include suspension or expulsion from the University.
“Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student or the attempt to commit such acts.” (Regents’ Rules and Regulations, Part One, Chapter VI, Section 3, Subsection 3.2., Subdivision 3.22).


Please Read: The instructor will engage students on a variety of topics pivoting upon civil liberties events and ideas. Students, however, should never feel the need to agree with the instructor and may of course debate or question the instructor at appropriate moments. Agreement or disagreement with the instructor has absolutely no effect on grading. The instructor believes that interest in politics and civil liberties is fueled not only by a text and class lectures, but also by engaging persons with ideas and policies of interest 

Please Read: students should not engage in any text messaging, cell phone use during the class session. Lap top computers are allowed if only utilized for classroom material. Any student engaging in these disallowed activities may be asked to leave the classroom. 

Emergency Exit Procedures: Should we experience an emergency event that requires us to vacate the building, students should exit the room and move toward the nearest exit. When exiting the building during an emergency, one should never take an elevator but should use the stairwells. Faculty members and instructional staff will assist students in selecting the safest route for evacuation and will make arrangements to assist handicapped individuals.
