History 3389: World War II, 1939-1945
University of Texas at Arlington
Fall 2016

Instructor: 			Dr. Jonathan Abel
Location:			University Hall 08
Time:				MWF 9:00-9:50am
[bookmark: _GoBack]Contact Information:  		jonathan.abel@uta.edu
Office:				TBA

Required Texts

1. A World at Arms by Gerhard Weinberg, Second Edition ISBN – 978-0521618267
1. Ordinary Men by Christopher Browning – ISBN 978-0060995065
1. Various readings posted on Blackboard

Course Objectives

This course will cover various aspects of the Second World War from American, European, and Asian perspectives as well as the origins of the conflict, U.S. mobilization, the Holocaust, the Soviet-German confrontation, and the legacy of the most devastating conflict in modern history.  It will cover operational history as well as social, religious, cultural, and other aspects of the conflict and its effects.

Academic Dishonesty

	Any student caught cheating on the exams will immediately have their exam taken up by the instructor or teaching assistant and be asked to leave the room. The incident will be documented and turned over to the proper university personnel for review and action. I will not tolerate cheating in any form. 

Dropping the Course

	There are several key dates which students need to be aware of concerning dropping this course. These dates can be found in the Fall 2016 academic calendar. You must initiate the drop process and bring me the proper paperwork to sign. 



Disabilities

	Any student with special circumstances covered by the Americans with Disabilities Act should register with the Office of Students with Disabilities and also inform the instructor of the class. Reasonable adjustments will be made to accommodate the special needs of students with disabilities where such adjustments are necessary to provide equality of educational access. Students who have registered with the OSD should make an appointment to discuss their disabilities accommodation requests with the instructor. 


Course Grades	

There will be 2 exams each worth 33% of the final grade and one paper worth 33%. The midterm exam will be given on two separate days: the IDs on the first day and the essays on the second.  The final exam will be given with both IDs and essays on the same test, with extended time.

Dates:
	Midterm: ID Portion – Wednesday, 12 October
		    Essay Portion – Friday, 14 October
	Final: Week of Finals
	
Exam Content:

	5 Identification Questions worth 10 points each
	2 Essay Questions worth 25 points each
	Exams are not strictly cumulative

Missed Exams:

	Students who miss an exam and provide the instructor with a valid excuse for their absence may take a makeup exam up to one week after the test date. Makeup exam content will be determined by the instructor at his discretion.  Makeup exams will be administered according to instructions given by the professor.

Research Paper:

Additionally, students will be expected to write a research paper on a topic decided in consultation with the instructor.  It will be due one week before the date of the final exam and will comprise the remaining 1/3 of the semester grade.  Detailed instructions will be posted on Blackboard.

Paper Content:
	
	At least 5 sources consulted, including at least 1 primary source.  
	5-7 pages, typed and double-spaced.
Classroom Behavior and Attendance

	There is no formal attendance policy for the course.  You are a consumer who purchased this course; if you choose not to attend, your grade will most likely suffer.  That is your choice to make.
You are each also expected to treat your instructor and classmates with respect at all times.  This includes not talking while the instructor is talking; not using cell phones, laptop computers, and other electronics as distractions during class; not wearing headphones during class; and arriving on time and not leaving early except in an emergency.

Blackboard

The course Blackboard page will contain all of the important documents necessary for the course. This includes lecture materials, readings, and assignments.  Please familiarize yourself with it as soon as possible.  Do not email me through Blackboard.  Please use the email listed above for all class communications.

Schedule

	Unit 1 – Midterm
	
	Background – Asia and Europe		The Great War
	
	The Interwar Years				The War to 1940

	Unit 2 – Final 

	The Eastern Front		The Japanese Campaigns		The Holocaust 

American Entry		North Africa and Italy 		The Pacific War	

The Invasion of France	Winning the War			Home Fronts	
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