HIST 4358-001: Hitler’s Germany
Spring 2017
Instructor: Thomas Adam

Office Number: 330 Hammond Hall

Email Address: adam@uta.edu

Faculty Profile: https://www.uta.edu/mentis/public/#profile/profile/view/id/1206/category/1
Office Hours: by appointment
Time and Place of Class Meetings: Tuesdays/Thursdays 11:00am-12:20pm

Room: UH 08
Description of Course Content: A pivotal event in the history of the twentieth century, Hitler’s Germany continues to elicit fascination, revulsion, and controversy. Dealing with this extraordinary and deeply disturbing historical phenomenon, the seminar explores the origin, nature, and demise of the Third Reich. Beginning with the rise of the National Socialism in Weimar Germany, it goes on to examine the Nazi seizure of power, the centrality of Hitler, the world view and racial agenda of Nazism, and the destruction of the Reich in five years of war and genocide. These and other topics, such as popular opinion and everyday life, will be discussed from a variety of perspectives – cultural, political, and socio-economic – to provide a broad interpretative framework for understanding the genesis, consolidation, and criminality of the Nazi state.
Student Learning Outcomes: In this course, students will acquire basic knowledge about the course of German history from the end of World War I to Germany’s defeat in World War II. This course is designed to broaden the student’s understanding of German history and the many angles from which it can be studied. It will introduce students to political, economic, cultural and social history as well as provide an introduction to the main historiographical debates surrounding Nazi Germany. By participating in class discussion, students are expected to demonstrate a basic knowledge of German history and an understanding of the historiographical debates and interpretations of the power structure of the Nazi dictatorship and the Holocaust. Further, in reviews of fictional movies, students will be given an opportunity to develop analytical thinking skills with regards to the analysis of arguments and lines of interpretation in a given text. 

Required Text Books and Other Course Materials:

Roderick Stackelberg, Hitler’s Germany: Origins, Interpretations, Legacies (London and New York: Routledge 2009).

Christian Leitz (ed.), The Third Reich: The Essential Readings (Oxford 1999).

David Crew (ed.), Nazism and German Society (London and New York Routledge 1994).
J. Noakes/G. Pridham, Nazism, 1919-1945, vol. 1: The Rise to Power (Exeter: Exeter University Press, 1983).

Heinz Heger, The Men with the Pink Triangle (Alyson Books, 2010).

Frank McDonough, Opposition and Resistance in Nazi Germany (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001).

Sophocles, Antigone.
Course Requirements and Grading Policy:

Class Participation:




30%

10 Review Quizzes:




50%
Paper about Heger book:

 

20%

The final grade consists of four components: 
(1) Class participation: The grade for class participation is based on your physical presence in class (you can miss up to two classes without penalty) and your active AND informed participation in class discussion. Please keep in mind that this is NOT a lecture course but a seminar (meaning that this is a student-centered form of academic learning).

(2) Review quizzes: To ensure that you are prepared for each class, you will be given ten review quizzes. Each quiz will consist of five short-answer questions and is worth five points (no multiple choice tests). To prepare for these quizzes, you need to thoroughly read the texts assigned for each class and take notes or underline important information. You will be allowed to use your notes and books during the quiz but NOT your notebook or computer.

(3) Paper about the structure of concentration camps: Students are to read Heger’s, The Men with the Pink Triangle and to write a five-page paper about the organizational structure of concentration camps.

(4) Paper about Antigone: Students are expected to identify the main conflict of the play. What is Antigone’s question? Do not retell the story of the play, but clearly identify the conflict and the elements of the conflict. This paper should be about 1.5 to 2 pages long.

Drop Policy: Students may drop or swap (adding and dropping a class concurrently) classes through self-service in MyMav from the beginning of the registration period through the late registration period. After the late registration period, students must see their academic advisor to drop a class or withdraw. Undeclared students must see an advisor in the University Advising Center. Drops can continue through a point two-thirds of the way through the term or session. It is the student's responsibility to officially withdraw if they do not plan to attend after registering. Students will not be automatically dropped for non-attendance. Repayment of certain types of financial aid administered through the University may be required as the result of dropping classes or withdrawing. For more information, contact the Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships (http://wweb.uta.edu/aao/fao/).

Americans with Disabilities Act: The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of all federal equal opportunity legislation, including the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). All instructors at UT Arlington are required by law to provide "reasonable accommodations" to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Any student requiring an accommodation for this course must provide the instructor with official documentation in the form of a letter certified by the staff in the Office for Students with Disabilities, University Hall 102. Only those students who have officially documented a need for an accommodation will have their request honored. Information regarding diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining disability-based academic accommodations can be found at www.uta.edu/disability or by calling the Office for Students with Disabilities at (817) 272-3364.

Academic Integrity: Students enrolled in this course are expected to adhere to the UT Arlington Honor Code:

I pledge, on my honor, to uphold UT Arlington’s tradition of academic integrity, a tradition that values hard work and honest effort in the pursuit of academic excellence. 

I promise that I will submit only work that I personally create or contribute to group collaborations, and I will appropriately reference any work from other sources. I will follow the highest standards of integrity and uphold the spirit of the Honor Code.

UT Arlington faculty members may employ the Honor Code as they see fit in their courses, including (but not limited to) having students acknowledge the honor code as part of an examination or requiring students to incorporate the honor code into any work submitted. Per UT System Regents’ Rule 50101, §2.2, suspected violations of university’s standards for academic integrity (including the Honor Code) will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. Violators will be disciplined in accordance with University policy, which may result in the student’s suspension or expulsion from the University.

Student Support Services: UT Arlington provides a variety of resources and programs designed to help students develop academic skills, deal with personal situations, and better understand concepts and information related to their courses. Resources include tutoring, major-based learning centers, developmental education, advising and mentoring, personal counseling, and federally funded programs. For individualized referrals, students may visit the reception desk at University College (Ransom Hall), call the Maverick Resource Hotline at 817-272-6107, send a message to resources@uta.edu, or view the information at www.uta.edu/resources.

Electronic Communication: UT Arlington has adopted MavMail as its official means to communicate with students about important deadlines and events, as well as to transact university-related business regarding financial aid, tuition, grades, graduation, etc. All students are assigned a MavMail account and are responsible for checking the inbox regularly. There is no additional charge to students for using this account, which remains active even after graduation. Information about activating and using MavMail is available at http://www.uta.edu/oit/cs/email/mavmail.php.

Student Feedback Survey: At the end of each term, students enrolled in classes categorized as “lecture,” “seminar,” or “laboratory” shall be directed to complete an online Student Feedback Survey (SFS). Instructions on how to access the SFS for this course will be sent directly to each student through MavMail approximately 10 days before the end of the term. Each student’s feedback enters the SFS database anonymously and is aggregated with that of other students enrolled in the course. UT Arlington’s effort to solicit, gather, tabulate, and publish student feedback is required by state law; students are strongly urged to participate. For more information, visit http://www.uta.edu/sfs.
Emergency Exit Procedures: Should we experience an emergency event that requires us to vacate the building, students should exit the room and move toward the nearest exit, which is located [insert a description of the nearest exit/emergency exit]. When exiting the building during an emergency, one should never take an elevator but should use the stairwells. Faculty members and instructional staff will assist students in selecting the safest route for evacuation and will make arrangements to assist handicapped individuals.

Schedule of Classes
	January 17 and 19

	The Weimar Republic 

- Stackelberg, Hitler’s Germany, pp. 68-88.


	January 24 and 26
First Review Quiz


	The Crisis of the Weimar Republic and the Rise of the NSDAP

- Stackelberg, Hitler’s Germany, pp. 89-112. 

-  Noakes/Pridham, Nazism vol. 1, pp. 7-35, 58-70.

- Detlef Mühlberger, “Conclusion to Hitler’s followers”, in Leitz, The Third Reich, pp. 11-23.



	January 31 and February 2
Second Review Quiz

	The Establishment of the Nazi State

- Stackelberg, Hitler’s Germany, pp. 113-134.
- Albrecht Tyrell, “Seizure and consolidation of Power: Towards Dictatorship: Germany 1930 to 1934”, in Leitz, The Third Reich, pp. 27-48.

Noakes/Pridham, Nazism, 1919-1945, vol. 1, pp. 154-167.

- Dan Silvermann, “Fantasy and Reality in Nazi-Work-Creation Programs, 1933-1936”, in Journal of Modern History 65 (1993), pp. 113-151.



	February 7 and 9
Third Review Quiz


	Racial Ideologies and the Rise of Antisemitism in Germany

- Michael Burleigh and Wolfgang Wippermann, The Racial State: Germany 1933-1945 (Cambridge 1998), pp. 23-43.

- Hermann Graml, Antisemitism in the Third Reich (Oxford/UK, Cambridge/USA, 1992), pp. 33-68.

- Fairy tale: Wolf and the Seven Kids


	February 14 and 16 
Fourth Review Quiz

	Women in the Third Reich
- Matthew Stibbe, Women in the Third Reich, Hodger Education 2003, pp. 11-16, 40-54.

- Anna Maria Sigmund, Women of the Third Reich, NDE Publishing 2000, pp. 95-112.
- Jürgen Trimborn, Leni Riefenstahl: A Life, New York: Faber and Faber 2002, pp. 105-125. 

- movie: Triumph of the Will


	February 21 and 23 
Fifth Review Quiz

	The Role of Denunciation
- Robert Gellately, “Police State, Surveillance and Disobedience: Aspects of the political policing of Nazi Germany”, in Leitz, The Third Reich, pp. 181-203.

- Sheila Fitzpatrick and Robert Gellately, “Introduction to the Practices of Denunciation in Modern European History”, in: The Journal of Modern History 68 (December 1996), pp. 747-767.

- Vandana Joshi, “Changing Perspectives on the Role of Women in Nazi Germany: The Case of women Denounces”, in: Studies in History 18 (2002), pp. 209-230.

- Documentary: The Nazis A Warning from History:  – scene “denunciation” (first CD, reel 2, title 3, chapter 1, min 26-32:55)


	February 28 and March 2
Sixth Review Quiz


	The Polycratic System
- Stackelberg, Hitler’s Germany, pp. 150-158.

- Ian Kershaw, “Hitler as Dictator: ‘Working Towards the Führer’: Reflections on the Nature of the Hitler Dictatorship”, in Leitz, The Third Reich, pp. 231-252.

- Ian Kershaw, “The ‘Hitler Myth’: Image and Reality in the Third Reich”, in Crew, Nazism, pp. 197-215.
- Max Weber, The Theory of Social and Economic Organization (New York: Oxford University Press, 1947), pp. 324-363.


	March 7
March 9


	The Attraction of National Socialism
- Alf Lüdtke, The “Honor of Labor” Industrial workers and the power of symbols under National Socialism, in: Crew, Nazism, pp. 67- 109.
WEBB LECTURE



	March 13 and 17

	SPRING BREAK

	March 21 and 23
Seventh Review Quiz


	From Eugenics to Euthanasia

- Thomas Adam, Intercultural Transfer and the Making of the Modern World, 1800-2000, pp. 60-76. 

- Noakes/Pridham, Nazism, 1919-1945, vol. 3, pp. 997-1048.

- Documentary: The Nazis A Warning from History:  – scene “euthanasia” (first CD, reel 2, title 3, chapter 1, min 42:45-47:00)
- Documentary: “The Nazis A Warning from History: scene “chaos” and “Reichskanzlei” (first CD, reel 2, title 3, chapter 1, min 11:50-19:07; 38:54-43:40)


	March 28 and 30
Paper about the structure of concentration camps is due on March 28

	The Creation of “The Other”

- Stackelberg, Hitler’s Germany, pp. 176-187.

- Nikolaus Wachsmann, KL: A History of the Nazi Concentration Camps, New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux 2015, pp. 79-135. 

- Heger, The Men with the Pink Triangle. 
- Noakes/Pridham, Nazism vol. 2, pp. 360-362.



	April 4 and 6
Eighth Review Quiz


	 The Shoah

- Stackelberg, Hitler’s Germany, pp. 254-274.

- Saul Friedländer, “The Holocaust”, in The Oxford Handbook of Jewish Studies (Oxford/New York 2002), pp. 412-444.

- Christopher Browning, “Holocaust/’Final Solution’: Nazi resettlement policy and the search for a solution to the Jewish question, 1939-1941”, in Leitz, The Third Reich, pp. 277-299.


	April 11 and 13
Ninth Review Quiz


	The Racial War in the East

- Omer Bartov, “Army, Soldiers, Nazis and War in the Third Reich”, in Leitz, The Third Reich, pp. 131-150.

- Christopher R. Browning, “One Day in Jozefow: Initiation to Mass Murder”, in Crew, Nazism, pp. 300-315.
- Stackelberg, Hitler’s Germany, pp. 214-233.


	April 18 and 20
Tenth Review Quiz

	Resisting Hitler (1)
- Sophocles, Antigone. 

- Klemens von Klemperer, “’What is the Law That Lies behind these Words?’ Antigone’s Question and the German Resistance against Hitler”, in Michael Geyer/John W. Boyer (eds.), Resistance against the Third Reich, 1933-1990 (Chicago/London 1994), pp. 141-150.

- Hans Mommsen, “Resistance: German Society and the Resistance against Hitler, 1933-1945”, in Leitz, The Third Reich, pp. 255-273.

- McDonough, Opposition and Resistance. 

- Jeremy Noakes, Nazism 1919-1945 vol. 4: The German Home Front in World War II (Exeter: University of Exeter Press, 1998), pp. 450-453, 600-603.



	April 25 and 27

	Resisting Hitler (2)

- Movie: Bonhoeffer: Agent of Grace (shown in class on April 25 and discussion on April 27)



	May 2 and 4

	The Aftermath of National Socialism

Movie: Murders Are Amongst Us (shown in class on May 2 and discussion on May 4)

- Stackelberg, Hitler’s Germany, pp. 275-291.



Color codes:

Black: textbook

Red: Electronic Course Reserves

Green: Online Journals (J-Store)

Blue: Web

Purple: text will be provided electronically by me

2

