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History 2301-003

 Course Outline

Spring 2017



History of Western Civilization: "People, Power, Privilege and Piety"


Class: TR 12:30 a.m.-1:50 p.m.  

Classroom: UH 08
Instructor:  Dr. Kyle
    


Office Hours: TR 2:30-4:00 pm.

E-mail: kyle@uta.edu 


Office:  332 University Hall 


COURSE DESCRIPTION
An understanding of early civilizations contributes to our understanding of later history and of human nature, and early societies merit study in their own right. Therefore, this course examines the experiences, cultures, and accomplishments of various peoples through ancient and medieval times up to the sixteenth century as part of the development and achievements of (pre-modern) Western Civilization. The course emphasizes great civilizations, major historical figures and periods, important religions and ideas, and factors of change and continuity. Recurrent themes and issues (man, god(s), and state; war, empire and cultural advances, etc.) will be discussed, especially through the use of primary sources.

COURSE OBJECTIVES (Student Learning Outcomes)
The objectives of this course include the following:

1) Students will gain a good knowledge of the details or “facts,” events, names of peoples and individuals, terms, and relative chronology in the historical development of Western Civilization. 

2) Students will improve their critical thinking or analysis by examining major civilizations, cultures and ideologies (social/political/religious structures and concepts) in their contemporary (i.e. pre-modern) contexts in Western Civilization, especially through the discussion of primary documents.

3) Students will gain an understanding of the discipline and methods of History (e.g. conceptualization, proper use of evidence, and the value and limits of interpretation) by reconstructing patterns, factors, and casual relationships in pre-modern Western Civilization. To this end, we will approach History as a modern, evidentially based, anthropocentric and dynamic discipline, a changing study of change (and continuity) in past human experience.
4) Students will improve their ability to synthesize diverse historical information and construct thorough, coherent, well-articulated, and well-substantiated historical arguments on broad themes in the history of pre-modern Western Civilization.
TEXTS & MATERIALS
Brophy et al., Perspectives from the Past (Norton 978-0-39326539-2) Vol. 1, 6th ed.  



(Primary Sources; Required) (= B).
Cole et al., Western Civilizations (Norton 978-0-393-26533-0) vol. 1, Brief 4th ed. 



(Optional) (= C).


*Notes: Used copies or earlier editions of books will suffice and be cheaper.
*Outlines and documents will be posted on Blackboard or distributed by e-mail.


REQUIREMENTS, ASSESSMENT AND GRADING
Quizzes .........  (2 x 20%) ... 
40%  
(Objective) (see Outline of Lessons for timing)*

Mid-Term Exam ............. 
30%  
(Objective and essay) (see Outline of Lessons)*

Final Exam ................... 
30%  
(Objective and essay; Thurs., May 11, 11:00-1:30 p.m.
                                            
100%

*Notes on quizzes and exams: 

- The final exam is Thurs., May 11, 11:00-1:30 p.m. All students must bring bluebooks and ballpoint pens and take the exam at this time.

- Except for the final exam, the dates for tests are not fixed. To allow flexibility in pace and scope (i.e. to allow adaptation to a particular class) the instructor will confer with the class in progress, we will agree on dates well in advance, and the instructor will remind the class as the dates approach.

- This class has no "extra-credit" assignments, completion grades, or second tries at tests.

ASSESSMENT (of Student Success in Meeting the Learning Outcomes)
- Knowledge: Objective tests will assess the student’s knowledge of course content (details or “facts,” events, names of peoples and individuals, terms, relative chronology, etc.).

Note: The objective tests in this course are not multiple choice or scantron tests. Students are asked to "match" terms (e.g. names, ideas, places, peoples) from a list of possible options with descriptions or definitions below on the test paper.

- Analysis: on essay exams students must demonstrate understanding of historical methods, the use of primary sources, the analysis of historical arguments, and the reconstruction of developments. Students are to show their understanding of historical factors, causal relationships, periodization, and major ideologies (cultures, social/political/religious structures and concepts) in their contemporary (i.e. pre-modern) contexts in Western Civilization.

- Synthesis: Essay questions in this course require students (in class) to write broad, interpretive, well-substantiated historical arguments. Broad thematic essay exam questions will be assigned and evaluated to assess the student’s ability to bring together information from different periods (over a wide scope in time and place) and sources into sustained and well-substantiated historical arguments that explain patterns of thoughts and events in Western Civilization. To do so, students are to write coherently and persuasively with adequate grammar and spelling.

- NOTE: Please see the section below, "Suggestions for Writing Essay Exams in History," for further explanations of the instructor's expectations and criteria for evaluation (i.e., Content, Argument, Scope).

Important Policies
Policy on Attendance and Drops: I allow students to attend class at their own discretion, but this is not a distance education course and attendance is highly recommended. Tests will reflect the emphases and materials from lessons in class. PLEASE NOTE: The Last Drop date for an automatic “W” is March 31.

Students may drop or swap (adding and dropping a class concurrently) classes through self-service in MyMav from the beginning of the registration period through the late registration period. After the late registration period, students must see their academic advisor to drop a class or withdraw. Undeclared students must see an advisor in the University Advising Center. Drops can continue through a point two-thirds of the way through the term or session. It is the student's responsibility to officially withdraw if they do not plan to attend after registering. Students will not be automatically dropped for non-attendance. Repayment of certain types of financial aid administered through the University may be required as the result of dropping classes or withdrawing. For more information, contact the Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships (http://wweb.uta.edu/ses/fao).

Missed tests: Make-up tests will be given only in cases of emergency or legitimate problems, but you must contact the instructor immediately if you cannot take a test and require a make-up. If approved by the instructor, make-ups of Test #1 will be given with the Mid-term; those of Test #2 will be given with the Final Exam. Make-ups of the Mid-term must be scheduled promptly with the instructor.
Note taking: Although the books for the course are valuable, the professor does not “teach the textbook” as is done in some classes. You may use an alternative or earlier edition of the textbook but the sourcebook is required. The professor will provide outlines for the lessons but he will not distribute notes or “review sheets.” Therefore, it is important that students take their own adequate notes in class. Students may record the lectures but that is an inefficient way to prepare for tests and exams. Along with attending class, learning to take notes in class is a fundamental skill for academic success.
Policy on the Americans with Disabilities Act: The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of all federal equal opportunity legislation, including the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). All instructors at UT Arlington are required by law to provide "reasonable accommodations" to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Any student requiring an accommodation for this course must provide the instructor with official documentation in the form of a letter certified by the staff in the Office for Students with Disabilities, University Hall 102. Only those students who have officially documented a need for an accommodation will have their request honored. Information regarding diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining disability-based academic accommodations can be found at www.uta.edu/disability or by calling the Office for Students with Disabilities at (817) 272-3364.
Academic integrity: Honor code: All students enrolled in this course are expected to adhere to the UT Arlington Honor Code:

I pledge, on my honor, to uphold UT Arlington’s tradition of academic integrity, a tradition that values hard work and honest effort in the pursuit of academic excellence. 

I promise that I will submit only work that I personally create or contribute to group collaborations, and I will appropriately reference any work from other sources. I will follow the highest standards of integrity and uphold the spirit of the Honor Code.

Instructors may employ the Honor Code as they see fit in their courses, including (but not limited to) having students acknowledge the honor code as part of an examination or requiring students to incorporate the honor code into any work submitted. Per UT System Regents’ Rule 50101, §2.2, suspected violations of university’s standards for academic integrity (including the Honor Code) will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. Violators will be disciplined in accordance with University policy, which may result in the student’s suspension or expulsion from the University.

Electronic communication: UT Arlington has adopted MavMail as its official means to communicate with students about important deadlines and events, as well as to transact university-related business regarding financial aid, tuition, grades, graduation, etc. All students are assigned a MavMail account and are responsible for checking the inbox regularly. There is no additional charge to students for using this account, which remains active even after graduation. Information about activating and using MavMail is available at http://www.uta.edu/oit/cs/email/mavmail.php.

Student feedback survey: At the end of each term, students enrolled in classes categorized as lecture, seminar, or laboratory shall be directed to complete a Student Feedback Survey (SFS). Instructions on how to access the SFS for this course will be sent directly to each student through MavMail approximately 10 days before the end of the term. Each student’s feedback enters the SFS database anonymously and is aggregated with that of other students enrolled in the course. UT Arlington’s effort to solicit, gather, tabulate, and publish student feedback is required by state law; students are strongly urged to participate. For more information, visit http://www.uta.edu/sfs.
Final review week: A period of five class days prior to the first day of final examinations in the long sessions shall be designated as Final Review Week. The purpose of this week is to allow students sufficient time to prepare for final examinations. During this week, there shall be no scheduled activities such as required field trips or performances; and no instructor shall assign any themes, research problems or exercises of similar scope that have a completion date during or following this week unless specified in the class syllabus. During Final Review Week, an instructor shall not give any examinations constituting 10% or more of the final grade, except makeup tests and laboratory examinations. In addition, no instructor shall give any portion of the final examination during Final Review Week. During this week, classes are held as scheduled. In addition, instructors are not required to limit content to topics that have been previously covered; they may introduce new concepts as appropriate.
Emergency Exit Procedures: Should we experience an emergency event that requires us to vacate the building, students should exit the room and move toward the nearest exit, which is located at the ground floor stairs to the north-east, just down the hall from UH 07. When exiting the building during an emergency, one should never take an elevator but should use the stairwells. Faculty members and instructional staff will assist students in selecting the safest route for evacuation and will make arrangements to assist handicapped individuals.

Student support services: UT Arlington provides a variety of resources and programs designed to help students develop academic skills, deal with personal situations, and better understand concepts and information related to their courses. Resources include tutoring, major-based learning centers, developmental education, advising and mentoring, personal counseling, and federally funded programs. For individualized referrals, students may visit the reception desk at University College (Ransom Hall), call the Maverick Resource Hotline at 817-272-6107, send a message to resources@uta.edu, or view the information at www.uta.edu/resources.



OUTLINE OF LESSON TOPICS

1.  Introduction:  Syllabus, Objectives, Why and How We Study History

2.  What and Whence Mankind? Prehistory to the Neolithic Age (Cole 3-7)

3.  The Loom of Civilization in Mesopotamia: Sumer (C 7-16)

4.  Akkad and Babylon (Brophy 10-18 Epic of Gilgamesh)
5.  Egypt, Land of Maat: Old to New Kingdom (C 17-36; B 40-43 Hymn to the Sun/Aton)
6.  Phoenicians and Hebrews (C 39-44; B 58-63 Exodus etc.)
7.  New Empires: Assyria, Persia (C 44-53)

8.  QUIZ (Near East); “Greece: Moment of Excellence” (DVD) 

9. Early and Archaic Greece; Early Sparta (C 36-38 S 57-71; B 77-82 Xenophon on Sparta)

10. Early Athens; Persian War (C 71-75; 96--100 Thermopylae)
11. Athenian Empire and Democracy 
12. Thucydides and the Peloponnesian War (C 75-77; B 105-109 Pericles’ Funeral Oration).
13. Greek Culture and Thought (C 77-81; B 128-135 Plato’s Cave)

14. Fourth Century, Alexander (“The Great”?) and the Hellenistic Age (C 83-96)

15. MIDTERM TEST (Near East and Greece: objective (on Greece) and essay (on Near 
East and Greece)

16. Introduction to Rome; "Ancient Rome" (50 min. DVD) 

17. Early Rome: Emergence, Constitution, Expansion (C 107-113)

18. Problems and the Roman Revolution (C 113-120)

19. Augustus and the Principate (C 120-125)

20. Roman Peace and Christianity (C 133-142; B 184-188 Sermon on the Mount in Gospel of Matthew)

21. Crises and the Late Roman Empire (C142-50)

22. QUIZ (Rome); "Islam: The Messenger" (50 min. DVD) 

23. Early Middle Ages: Fall of the West, Byzantine Empire and Islam (C 151-169)

24. The Catholic Church in the West (C 169-174)

25. Charlemagne, Emperorship and Feudalism (C 174-181; B 248-
252 Einhard on 
Charlemagne)
26. The High Middle Ages: Papal Problems, Reform, Crusades and Culture (C 183-217)

27. The Waning of the Middle Ages: Economics, Politics, War (C 217-262, 265-285; B 342-346 Boccaccio on The Black Death) 
28. Renaissance and Civic Humanism (C 287-309; B 412-416 Machiaveli’s The 
Prince)
29. Luther and the Protestant Reformation (C 309-17)
FINAL EXAM (Rome & Middle Ages to ca. 1550 AD) Thurs., May 11, 11:00-1:30 p.m.
Suggestions for Writing Essay Exams in History
Some bright and hard working students may not do very well on essay exams because they do not know what's expected of them or how to write an effective essay. You can have great knowledge and excellent understanding and still not get the grade you deserve because your essay writing is not well conceived or well executed. Writing essay exams in history is not a gift- it's a skill, an ability that needs to be learned and practiced. Therefore, a review of some important rules and issues may help avoid problems.

Preparation: Please prepare for the type of exam that will be given. Know what you are responsible for and what you can expect. Instructors, in the syllabus or in class, will explain the format (type of exam, range of material covered, grading etc.) of upcoming exams. It is imperative that you keep the form and nature of the test in mind as you study. Objective tests generally concentrate on details or "facts"- names of persons, places, treaties, wars, battles, ideas, documents, etc. Objective exams test your ability to identify or recall specific pieces of information (using word association or short-term memory). Therefore, for an objective test, you should study details (e.g. by highlighting notes or textbooks, timelines, flash cards, glossaries etc.) 


Essay exams test your understanding of the material in terms of broad patterns, themes, and causal relationships. Such exams invite you to demonstrate the breadth and depth of your knowledge and understanding. The "details" tested in objective exams are integrated into broader contexts as demonstrations or as substantiation of thematic assertions in essay exams. History is not just "dates and facts" nor is it merely ideas. Do not miss the forest for the trees, but do not try to build a forest without trees.


Essay questions require preparation: know- and have thought about- the material, and come to the exam with some ideas and arguments in mind. Studying and preparing for exams is not just academic: be aware of the physical and psychological dimensions of performing well on an exam (e.g. be well rested; avoid excess caffeine- or other stimulants; exercise stress management and do not panic; have a positive attitude- be confident that you're well informed and well prepared to excel, then apply yourself to get the grade you have earned). 

What is an Essay? An essay is a focused, thorough, well-substantiated argument- an analysis of a problem, the articulation of an interpretation, and the integration of supporting materials (e.g. evidence, events, sub-arguments). A good essay is clear, coherent, comprehensive, and convincing. A good history essay is not mere description or narrative, not the regurgitation of memorized "facts" and dates, not free composition or creative writing, not idiosyncratic theorizing, not one-sided, ideological debate or proselytizing, and not the declaration of personal opinions, feelings or experiences. 


Different instructors may use different terms but we all evaluate historical essays in terms of ARGUMENT, SCOPE and CONTENT.

ARGUMENT:
Focus and Relevance: Respond to and answer the question that is asked- not the one you expected or hoped for. Stay focused on the question at hand. Do not simply recount material- "downloading data"- without a focus, organization, or quality control. Irrelevant information- no matter how difficult or impressive- detracts from the essay. Take an inductive rather than a deductive approach: do not simply assume that your premise/thesis is correct and that logical extrapolations from it, therefore, will have force. Instead, build an argument cumulatively, integrating supporting materials and leading to a convincing conclusion.

Plan: It is generally helpful to make a plan for your essay- a brief outline, using just a few words or even point form. A short outline should help you select and organize major topics and specific examples that you will use to organize and substantiate your arguments. First, by making a plan and checking it against the question asked, you can be confident that you are well focused and well organized. Then, a few times during your writing, double-check yourself- make sure that you're fleshing out your plan and that you are on schedule. Write the plan on the inside of the front cover of the bluebook so that the instructor sees where you were going, should you happen to stray or fail to complete the answer.

Organization: Start and finish your essay with force and control. Open by addressing the problem or theme of the question. If appropriate, you should give your (reasonable) explanation or definition of relevant concepts or terms (e.g. democracy, imperialism, elitism)- you cannot "twist" things too much, nor should you assume that the instructor will necessarily understand you or "read between your lines". Generally, take a position on the problem, establish your "thesis" or your broad argument. 


Cautions: avoid mechanically saying "This essay will prove", "my next point is", "we will now look at" etc.- an essay should unfold clearly and the reader should be able to follow the argument without "signposts" or subheadings. Avoid saying "I believe" or "In my opinion"; history involves disciplined argument from evidence, and the first person singular should be avoided. Similarly, do not conclude by saying that "this essay has proven"- the instructor makes that judgment. Make your points concisely and effectively- repeating yourself does not make the argument stronger. Also, since History, by definition, is the study of the past, please avoid contemporary references- do not waste time detailing "legacies" or "lessons" for modern society.

Thesis: Choose the thesis/argument that best allows you to show off as much as you know. Originality and distinctiveness are great but don't go "off the wall" for effect; the best theses are balanced- they offer reasonable interpretations of the bulk of the historical information relevant to the question. Caution: do not try to read the instructor's mind or try to say what you think he believes. Your essay will be evaluated as a historical argument, not according to the instructor's personal opinions.


Your general thesis/argument should rest on a logical (thematic or chronological) sequence of sub-arguments or topics, each relating to and buttressing the overall thesis, and each applying the theme or problem to relevant sections of the course material. "Build" your answer like a house- with a plan and organization as well as bricks and mortar.

Style and Articulation: This is not an English composition class but a good historical argument is well written. Excess numbers of spelling mistakes, grammatical errors, and flaws in style and syntax detract from the essay. The instructor may not explicitly take off grades for such minor slips but they can have a psychological effect on the reader's reaction to the essay as a text. Classes may be informal in tone but an exam is a formal academic exercise: avoid slang and vulgarity, and do not try to be overly witty or personal with the instructor. 

SCOPE:

Essay questions are usually broad in scope, asking you to trace or apply a theme or pattern over several stages or ages of history. Be sure that you deal with all significant aspects of the question asked, discussing as much relevant course material as you can. Do not answer only part of the question asked.
 


Caution: You need to prove (articulate and support) your thesis but a history essay must acknowledge or incorporate divergent opinions and materials. Unlike in a debate, you may not simply ignore relevant items that work against your thesis. History essay questions do not have only one "right" answer. You need to give a reasoned, balanced argument and show that you have thought about the major points and sources at issue.

Time and Length: There is no prescribed length for an essay. Different students will be more or less able- but all should strive- to make points effectively and keep moving. Use the time available as a guideline. Objective tests are done quickly (remember that second-guessing is dangerous), but instructors usually assign 40-60 minutes for an essay question. Manage your time carefully: ignoring the clock, going on and on about only one part of the question, rushing and running out of time, ending awkwardly, and leaving much of your knowledge undemonstrated is a waste. If you finish early you can check your essay or go back and add extra examples in the margins. 

CONTENT:

Most of the grade points for an essay will be given for its content- the details, events and ideas covered in the class materials (lectures, discussions, assignments). You need to demonstrate familiarity with and control of the course materials- you need to get the relevant "facts" or details correct. What happened and in what context (who, where, when- at least in relative chronological terms)? Do not assume that the professor "already knows this so I can skip this stuff": the instructor can only credit you for what you actually put down on paper. Other than very obvious points (e.g. there were Greeks in Greece, there was a place called Venice, Charlemagne died, etc.), give as many relevant details as you can. However, avoid slipping into a narrative or journalistic mode- "then", "then", "then". Remember that you are to present information within- and contributing to- your argument.


Integrate material from classes and readings, and especially try to integrate relevant pieces of primary evidence. However, given the constraints of time and energy, you must be selective: choose the best examples, the ones that best support your thesis. Do not "dump" in irrelevant information or excess or incidental details because you happen to know them. Make your points concisely and keep moving along to further relevant aspects of the question. In short, give as much effective substantiation (details, examples, evidence) as you can over the scope of the essay. Unsubstantiated arguments lack force: assertion, however heartfelt or attractive, does not equal evidence.

Epilogue: It's not over until it's over, but when it's over it's over. 

a) Don't give up on yourself or your answer. Even if you've rambled and lost the thread of your argument, use the remaining time to add more content and details as best you can; give the instructor a chance to reward you for your knowledge even if you've lost some marks for control and coherence. 

b) Once the exam is over, forget about it (i.e. the exam itself, not the knowledge). Don't fuss and fume, blaming yourself or the instructor. Psychologically, students who have just finished an exam are often not in the best position to judge how well or poorly it went. Get on with your coursework and save the post-mortem, or the celebration, until the exam is returned.

�"Discuss": examine or consider and write about from various points of view; present the difference sides of an issue. "Evaluate": give the positive and negative, strong and weak, points of something; appraise; discuss the value of something or some idea(s).
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