SYALABUS
Fall Semester 2013

LARC 5301. SITE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT PROCESSES (3 credits)
HR-ARC 4303 ADVANCED SPECIAL TOPICS

Instructor: Diane Jones Allen, D. Eng., PLA, ASLA, Associate Professor of Landscape Architecture

Telephone: 817-272-3215   
Email: diane.allen@uta.edu   
Faculty Profile: https://www.uta.edu/profiles/diane-allen
Office Hours: 2 pm to 5:00 p.m. Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays (Rom 414), and by appointment.
Time & Place of Class Meeting:  Architecture Building, room 404, Friday / 6:00 – 8:50PM

2017-2018 Catalog Course Description: 
LARC 5301 presents the processes and practices of site planning and development, including site inventory, analysis, and assessment of potential building sites. Students examine the natural, cultural, and social systems that affect design decisions, as well as the language and literature of landscape architecture.

Course Overview (Approach):
The primary emphasis of this class will be linking of the program, context and concept through site analysis, synthesis and design development.  Student will undertake 1 project to explore the principals learned in this course.
Course Objectives (Skills and Theories Learned):

· To understand the site planning and development process

· To develop critical thinking skills that enhance the ability to clearly define site planning problems and their core issues.
· To develop skills to solve landplaning and design problems at the site or individual land parcel scale.

· To develop a techniques and knowledge for site inventory, data collection, and analysis, including physical, biological and cultural attributes of the site.

· To develop skills for defining user needs, program elements, and site assets and constraints.

· To develop the ability to chose the appropriate graphic techniques and technologies to define solutions.

Required References:
Dewberry. Land Development Handbook, Planning, Engineering, and Surveying, Third Edition ISBN 987-0-07-1494373, McGraw Hill

Largo Jr., James A.  Site Analysis ISBN 0-471-34412-5, Wiley & Sons

Additional References:
Hosack, Martin W. Land Development Calculations. ISBN -07-136225
Simonds, John Ormsbee. Landscape Architecture: Manual of Environmental Planning and Design ISBN )-07-146120-5 McGraw-Hill

Russ Thomas, H. The Site Planning and Design Handbook ISBN 0-07-137784-0 McGraw-Hill

Motloch, John L. Introduction to Landscape Architecture ISBN 0-471 35291-8 Wiley & Sons
Harris, Charles W. Times Savers Standards for Landscape Architects, Second Edition ISBN 0-07-017027-4  McGraw-Hill
Teaching Methodology:
This class is taught in a traditional lecture format, although there will be a site planning project.  Class time is devoted to presentations and lectures, and also developing skills, student exploration, discussion, and individual and class critiques,
Other Requirements:  Class participation will require standard drawing equipment, including but not limited to: sketch paper, engineering scale and architectural scale, 30/60( & 45( triangles, pencils and pins for varied size and color, and masking tape.  All drafting exercises may vary in size and can be accommodated on the classroom desk tops, but students may bring/use supplemental drafting boards and parallel slide devices which fit desk tops if desired.  Drafting may be done with electronic equipment, but must be printed out for pin ups.  Course projects may require some out-of-class time in the field. The operation of personal communication devices will not be allowed in class unless used to contribute to class participation and discussion.

Attendance:  At the University of Texas at Arlington, recording student attendance is not required.  Rather, each faculty member is free to develop his or her own methods of evaluating students’ academic performance, which includes establishing course-specific policies on attendance.  As the instructor of this course, I will record attendance at each class meeting.  This class is taught as a seminar, and material presented at each session is cumulative, both building on previous concepts and necessary to understand future concepts, and make-up of lectures (often presented by off-campus guests) is very difficult.  Student presentations are likewise discussed as well as evaluated by fellow students, and class presentations which are unexpectedly missed cannot easily be rescheduled.  Therefore, class attendance and participation is highly recommended.  Grades, however, will be based on performance, and no consideration given for attendance alone.  Assignments missed for understandable circumstances may be presented late as scheduled by the instructor with no grade penalty, but students should discuss with the instructor prior to or immediately upon return from absences, the reason for such absences and makeup schedules and requirements.

Grading Policy and Method of Evaluation:

The course is graded according to:


Class Participation


15%


Midterm 



25%

Quizzes



20%

Pinups




10%


Final Class Project


30%






100%

A 
Superior Work (Excellent, high standard of work at all levels of evaluation criteria and above)

B 
Above Average Achievement (Good, high to moderate standard of work at all levels of evaluation criteria)
C 
 Average Achievement (Fair, moderate standard of work at all levels of evaluation criteria)

D 
Passing (Below Average)

F
Failure (Poor)

Only in cases of extreme circumstances will an incomplete (I) be given or final grades changed. Midterm evaluation by faculty will provide constructive feedback to avoid any unsatisfactory grade.  Students with unsatisfactory grades at Midterm will be advised as to areas where “substantial’ improvement is needed and if they should consider ‘Withdrawing’ from the class.

Grade Grievances:  Any appeal of a grade in this course must follow the procedures and deadlines for grade-related grievances as published in the current University graduate catalogue
Drop Policy:  Students may drop or swop (adding and dropping a class concurrently) classes through self-service in MyMav from the beginning of the registration period through the late registration period.  After late the registration period, students must see their academic advisor to drop a class.  Undeclared students must see an advisor in the University advising Center.  Drops can continue to a point two-thirds of the way through the term session.  It is the student’s responsibility to officially withdraw if they do not plan to attend after registering.  Students will not be automatically dropped for nonattendance.  Repayment of certain types of financial aid administered through the University may be required as a result of dropping classes or withdrawing.  For more information, contact the Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships (http://wweb.uta.edu/aao/fao/).

Retaining Student Work:  Any student work submitted for evaluation in response to requirements of this course (except for such works as may be protected by copyright or patent rules) may be retained by the Planning & Landscape Architecture Program and archived for future accreditation review.  Student submittals are also likely to be marked by the instructor with evaluation notations.  Therefore, it is recommended that students maintain duplicate originals, photographs or other appropriate reproductions of all submitted work, filed in a cumulative portfolio reflecting their academic progress, for availability as future work references.  Students will be allowed temporary access to their own graded submittal materials upon request made to the instructor/department.

Americans with Disabilities Act:  The University of Texas at Arlington is committed to both the spirit and letter of the federal equal opportunity legislation, including the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  Instructors at UT Arlington are required to provide “reasonable accommodations” to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability.  Students required to provide the instructor with official notification in the form of a letter certified by the Office for Students with Disabilities.  Only those students who have officially documented a need for an accommodation will have their request honored.  Information regarding specific diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining disability-based academic accommodations can be found at www.uta.edu/disabiliity, or by calling the Office for Students with Disabilities in room 102 of University Hall or call 817.272.3364.  Psychological Counseling is available to students to help their understanding of personal issues, address mental & behavioral problems and make positive changes in their lives by calling 817.272.3671.

Non-Discrimination & Title IX:  The University of Texas at Arlington is does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, gender, sexual orientation, disabilities, genetic information and/or veteran status in its educational programs or activities.  The University is committed to upholding U.S. Federal Law “Title IX” such that no member of the UT Arlington community shall, on the basis of sex, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any education program or activity.  For more information, visit www.uta.edu/titleIX, or contact Ms Jean Hood, Vice-President & Title IX Coordinator at 817.272.7091.

Academic Integrity:  Students enrolled in this course are expected to adhere to the UT Arlington Honor Code:


I pledge, on my honor, to uphold UT Arlington’s tradition of academic integrity, a

tradition that values hard work and honest effort in pursuit of academic excellence.


I promise that I will submit only work that I personally create or contribute to group
collaborations, and I will appropriately reference any work from other sources.  I will follow the highest standards of integrity and uphold the spirit of this Honor Code.

UT Arlington faculty members may employ the Honor Code as they see fit in their courses, including (but not limited to) having students acknowledge the Honor Code as part of an examination or requiring students to incorporate the Code into work submitted.  Per UT System Regents’ Rule 50101 Section 2, suspected violations of the University’s standards for academic integrity (including the Honor Code) will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct.  Violators will be disciplined in accordance with University policy, which may result in the student’s suspension or expulsion from the University.
Student Support Services:  UT Arlington provides a variety of resources and programs to help students develop academic skills, deal with personal situations, and better understand concepts and information related to their courses.  Resources include tutoring, major-based learning centers, developmental education, advising and mentoring, personal counseling, and federally funded programs.  For individual referrals, students may visit the reception desk at University College (Ransom Hall), call the Maverick Resource Hotline at 817.272.6107, send a message to resources@uta.edu, or view information at www.uta.edu/resources. 

Electronic Communication:  UT Arlington has adopted MavMail as its official means of communication with students about important deadline and events, as well as to transact University-related business regarding financial aid, tuition, grades, graduation, etc.  All students are assigned a MavMail account and are responsible for checking the inbox regularly.  There is no additional charge to students for using this account, which remains active even after graduation.  information about activating and using MavMail is available at http://www.uta/oit/cs/email/mavmail.php.  

Final Review Week:  A period of five class days prior to the first day of final examinations in the long sessions shall be designated as Final Review Week.  The purpose of this week is to allow students sufficient time to prepare for final examinations.  During this week, there shall be no scheduled activities such as required field trips or performances; and no instructor shall assign any themes, research problems or exercises of similar scope that have a completion date during or following this week unless specified in the class syllabi.  During Final Review Week, an instructor shall not give any examinations constituting 10% or more of the final grade, except makeup tests and laboratory examinations.  In addition, no instructor shall give any portion of the final examination during Final Review Week.  During this week, classes are held as scheduled.  In addition, instructors are not required to limit content to topics that have been previously covered, but may introduce new concepts as appropriate.

Emergency Exit Procedures:  Should we experience an emergency event that requires evacuation of the building during class time, students should exit the room and move orderly toward the nearest exit, which is the stairwell at the northwest side of the building (turn left once you reach the main central corridor).  Should the north stairwell indicate danger by smoke, etc, then use the major stair cases in the center of the building.  When exiting the building during an emergency, one should never take an elevator.  Faculty will assist students in selecting the safest route for evacuation, and make arrangements to assist handicapped individuals.  Upon exiting the building at the first floor west side, meet as a class group on the front lawn (southwest) of the MAC for roll call.
Course Content / Schedule:  This schedule will be followed as closely as possible, but is subject to change as currently unforeseen circumstances may require.  There will also be quest lectures.
August 25, 2017 

Review of Syllabus, Introduction to Course and Semester (Alternate Day)

Project




Film “Hands over the City” (1hr 40 minutes)





Reading:
Page 17-27 LaGro






Page 9-20 Dewberry
September 1, 2017  

Site Planning and Development Process




Reading:
Page 31-40 LaGro






Page 72-77 Dewberry
September 8, 2017 

Site Selection, Programing and Community Engagement




Site Inventory




Reading: 
Chapters 4and 5 LaGro






Chapters 7 and 3 Dewberry

September 15, 2017 

Analysis

Site Feasibility and Assessment





Environmental and Land use Assessment




Reading:
Chapter 6 LaGro







Chapter 4 Dewberry


September 22, 2017 

Site Feasibility and Assessment

(Alternate Day) 

Environmental and Land use Context





Cultural and Historic Assessment




Reading:
Chapter 7 LaGro
September 29, 2017

Exam 
October 6, 2017 

Site Synthesis and Suitability
(Alternate Day)
October 13, 2017
Mid-term Presentation (Site Location, Program and Analysis)




Reading:
Chapter 20 Dewberry






Chapter 8 LaGro
October 20, 2017

Conceptual Design and Development Patterns
(Alternate Day)

Street Design




Chapter 9 LaGro
October 27, 2017

Design Development




Design Guidelines
November 3, 2017

Site Plan Review




Review:
 Final Site Plan Pages Dewberry






  Appendix F Dewberry

November 10, 2017

Final Site Plan
November 17, 2017

Exam
November 24, 2017  

Thanks Giving Holiday     No Class

December 1, 2017

Final Project Presentation (Program and Site Plan)
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