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RUSS 4303 / ENGL 3306
Spring 2018, T/R 3:30-4:50

PROPAGANDA AND IDEOLOGY IN SOVIET ART AND LITERATURE
The University of Texas at Arlington 

Department of Modern Languages

Dr. Lonny Harrison 
221 Hammond Hall
(817) 272-9506
lonnyharrison@uta.edu 

Office hours: MW 10:15am-11:15am
Faculty profile: https://www.uta.edu/mentis/profile/?2988
Department website: http://www.uta.edu/modl/
COURSE DESCRIPTION

In the period from the Russian Revolution of 1917 to the death of Joseph Stalin in 1953, the purpose, value, and influence of the arts underwent a major reevaluation in the U.S.S.R. The object of this course is to examine the ways in which Russian artistic expression responded (and contributed) to the abrupt change of political context brought about by the Russian Revolution. A major focus will be the symbols, stories, rituals and ideologies that defined the experience of ‘building socialism’ in the early decades of the Soviet Union. Seminar and readings will be conducted in English. Russian majors and minors will do some course readings and assignments in Russian. 

REQUIREMENTS and GRADING 
Weekly readings and assignments will make up 20% of the course grade.

One 20-minute presentation based on topics covered in the readings and seminar discussion will be worth 20% of the final grade.

One research paper of 10 pages will make up 30% of the final grade. Topics will be chosen in consultation with the instructor. Papers are due at the beginning of class on Thurs, April 19.  
Regular attendance and participation in seminar discussion is mandatory and will account for 10% of the final grade.

A cumulative final exam written during exam week will make up 20% of the final grade.

REQUIRED TEXTS

Please purchase the following texts, available at the UTA bookstore, or acquire similar editions:
Brown, Edward J., Russian Literature since the Revolution. Revised and Enlarged edition. Harvard 

University Press, 1982.
Bulgakov, Mikhail, The White Guard. Trans. Marian Schwartz. Yale University Press, 2008.
Fitzpatrick, Sheila, The Russian Revolution. Updated edition. Oxford University Press, 2017. 
ADDITIONAL READINGS will be provided on Blackboard or in handouts.
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES

Students will acquire a broad and extensive knowledge of mass culture in Soviet Russia between 1917-1953, especially insofar as arts and entertainment were used as party vehicles for the dissemination of political education and ideology. Advanced skills will be acquired in close analysis of source texts of print and visual culture, as well as historical and theoretical studies. Students will also gain practice in making presentations and writing analytical essays. Students of Russian will increase their Russian vocabulary and work toward active mastery of language structures by reading source texts and documents in the original Russian.        

REGULATION AND GUIDELINES
Attendance

At The University of Texas at Arlington, taking attendance is not required but attendance is a critical indicator in student success. Each faculty member is free to develop his or her own methods of evaluating students’ academic performance, which includes establishing course-specific policies on attendance. See the attendance policy for this course, above. However, while UT Arlington does not require instructors to take attendance in their courses, the U.S. Department of Education requires that the University have a mechanism in place to mark when Federal Student Aid recipients “begin attendance in a course.” UT Arlington instructors will report when students begin attendance in a course as part of the final grading process. Specifically, when assigning a student a grade of F, faculty report the last date a student attended their class based on evidence such as a test, participation in a class project or presentation, or an engagement online via Blackboard. This date is reported to the Department of Education for federal financial aid recipients.
In this course, attendance is mandatory and counts for a significant portion of the course grade. Unexcused absences and late assignments will result in grade deductions at the discretion of the instructor. In the case of unavoidable absences, please notify the instructor before the class missed. It is your responsibility to keep up with any work missed as a result of your absence.  

Drop Policy: Students may drop or swap (adding and dropping a class concurrently) classes through self-service in MyMav from the beginning of the registration period through the late registration period. After the late registration period, students must see their academic advisor to drop a class or withdraw. Undeclared students must see an advisor in the University Advising Center. Drops can continue through a point two-thirds of the way through the term or session. It is the student's responsibility to officially withdraw if they do not plan to attend after registering. Students will not be automatically dropped for non-attendance. Repayment of certain types of financial aid administered through the University may be required as the result of dropping classes or withdrawing. For more information, contact the Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships (http://wweb.uta.edu/aao/fao/).

Disability Accommodations: UT Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of all federal equal opportunity legislation, including The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), The Americans with Disabilities Amendments Act (ADAAA), and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. All instructors at UT Arlington are required by law to provide “reasonable accommodations” to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of disability. Students are responsible for providing the instructor with official notification in the form of a letter certified by the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD).  Only those students who have officially documented a need for an accommodation will have their request honored. Students experiencing a range of conditions (Physical, Learning, Chronic Health, Mental Health, and Sensory) that may cause diminished academic performance or other barriers to learning may seek services and/or accommodations by contacting: The Office for Students with Disabilities, (OSD)  www.uta.edu/disability or calling 817-272-3364. Information regarding diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining disability-based academic accommodations can be found at www.uta.edu/disability.
Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) www.uta.edu/caps/ or calling 817-272-3671 is also available to all students to help increase their understanding of personal issues, address mental and behavioral health problems and make positive changes in their lives. 
Non-Discrimination Policy: The University of Texas at Arlington does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, age, gender, sexual orientation, disabilities, genetic information, and/or veteran status in its educational programs or activities it operates. For more information, visit uta.edu/eos.

Title IX Policy: The University of Texas at Arlington (“University”) is committed to maintaining a learning and working environment that is free from discrimination based on sex in accordance with Title IX of the Higher Education Amendments of 1972 (Title IX), which prohibits discrimination on the basis of sex in educational programs or activities; Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (Title VII), which prohibits sex discrimination in employment; and the Campus Sexual Violence Elimination Act (SaVE Act). Sexual misconduct is a form of sex discrimination and will not be tolerated. For information regarding Title IX, visit www.uta.edu/titleIX or contact Ms. Jean Hood, Vice President and Title IX Coordinator at (817) 272-7091 or jmhood@uta.edu.

Academic Integrity: Students enrolled all UT Arlington courses are expected to adhere to the UT Arlington Honor Code:

I pledge, on my honor, to uphold UT Arlington’s tradition of academic integrity, a tradition that values hard work and honest effort in the pursuit of academic excellence. 

I promise that I will submit only work that I personally create or contribute to group collaborations, and I will appropriately reference any work from other sources. I will follow the highest standards of integrity and uphold the spirit of the Honor Code.


UT Arlington faculty members may employ the Honor Code in their courses by having students acknowledge the honor code as part of an examination or requiring students to incorporate the honor code into any work submitted. Per UT System Regents’ Rule 50101, §2.2, suspected violations of university’s standards for academic integrity (including the Honor Code) will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. Violators will be disciplined in accordance with University policy, which may result in the student’s suspension or expulsion from the University. Additional information is available at https://www.uta.edu/conduct/. 

Electronic Communication: UT Arlington has adopted MavMail as its official means to communicate with students about important deadlines and events, as well as to transact university-related business regarding financial aid, tuition, grades, graduation, etc. All students are assigned a MavMail account and are responsible for checking the inbox regularly. There is no additional charge to students for using this account, which remains active even after graduation. Information about activating and using MavMail is available at http://www.uta.edu/oit/cs/email/mavmail.php.

Campus Carry:  Effective August 1, 2016, the Campus Carry law (Senate Bill 11) allows those licensed individuals to carry a concealed handgun in buildings on public university campuses, except in locations the University establishes as prohibited. Under the new law, openly carrying handguns is not allowed on college campuses. For more information, visit http://www.uta.edu/news/info/campus-carry/
Student Feedback Survey: At the end of each term, students enrolled in face-to-face and online classes categorized as “lecture,” “seminar,” or “laboratory” are directed to complete an online Student Feedback Survey (SFS). Instructions on how to access the SFS for this course will be sent directly to each student through MavMail approximately 10 days before the end of the term. Each student’s feedback via the SFS database is aggregated with that of other students enrolled in the course.  Students’ anonymity will be protected to the extent that the law allows. UT Arlington’s effort to solicit, gather, tabulate, and publish student feedback is required by state law and aggregate results are posted online. Data from SFS is also used for faculty and program evaluations. For more information, visit http://www.uta.edu/sfs.
Final Review Week: for semester-long courses, a period of five class days prior to the first day of final examinations in the long sessions shall be designated as Final Review Week. The purpose of this week is to allow students sufficient time to prepare for final examinations. During this week, there shall be no scheduled activities such as required field trips or performances; and no instructor shall assign any themes, research problems or exercises of similar scope that have a completion date during or following this week unless specified in the class syllabus. During Final Review Week, an instructor shall not give any examinations constituting 10% or more of the final grade, except makeup tests and laboratory examinations. In addition, no instructor shall give any portion of the final examination during Final Review Week. During this week, classes are held as scheduled. In addition, instructors are not required to limit content to topics that have been previously covered; they may introduce new concepts as appropriate.

Emergency Exit Procedures: Should we experience an emergency event that requires us to vacate the building, students should exit the room and move toward the nearest exit, which is located on the left side when facing the front of the room. When exiting the building during an emergency, one should never take an elevator but should use the stairwells. Faculty members and instructional staff will assist students in selecting the safest route for evacuation and will make arrangements to assist individuals with disabilities.

Student Support Services: UT Arlington provides a variety of resources and programs designed to help students develop academic skills, deal with personal situations, and better understand concepts and information related to their courses. Resources include tutoring, major-based learning centers, developmental education, advising and mentoring, personal counseling, and federally funded programs. For individualized referrals, students may visit the reception desk at University College (Ransom Hall), call the Maverick Resource Hotline at 817-272-6107, send a message to resources@uta.edu, or view the information at http://www.uta.edu/universitycollege/resources/index.php.
University Tutorial & Supplemental Instruction (Ransom Hall 205): UTSI offers a variety of academic support services for undergraduate students, including: 60 minute one-on-one tutoring sessions, Start Strong Freshman tutoring program, and Supplemental Instruction. Office hours are Monday-Friday 8:00am-5:00pm. For more information visit www.uta.edu/utsi or call 817-272-2617.

The IDEAS Center (2nd Floor of Central Library) offers FREE tutoring to all students with a focus on transfer students, sophomores, veterans and others undergoing a transition to UT Arlington. Students can drop in, or check the schedule of available peer tutors at www.uta.edu/IDEAS, or call (817) 272-6593.

The English Writing Center (411LIBR): [Optional.] The Writing Center offers FREE tutoring in 15-, 30-, 45-, and 60-minute face-to-face and online sessions to all UTA students on any phase of their UTA coursework. Register and make appointments online at https://uta.mywconline.com. Classroom visits, workshops, and specialized services for graduate students and faculty are also available. Please see www.uta.edu/owl for detailed information on all our programs and services.

The Library’s 2nd floor Academic Plaza offers students a central hub of support services, including IDEAS Center, University Advising Services, Transfer UTA and various college/school advising hours. Services are available during the library’s hours of operation. http://library.uta.edu/academic-plaza
Emergency Phone Numbers: In case of an on-campus emergency, call the UT Arlington Police Department at 817-272-3003 (non-campus phone), 2-3003 (campus phone). You may also dial 911. Non-emergency number 817-272-3381

LIBRARY RESOURCES

library.uta.edu
Research or General Library Help
Academic Plaza Consultation Services library.uta.edu/academic-plaza
Ask Us ask.uta.edu/
Library Tutorials library.uta.edu/how-to
Subject and Course Research Guides libguides.uta.edu
Librarians by Subject library.uta.edu/subject-librarians
Research Coaches  http://libguides.uta.edu/researchcoach
Resources
A to Z List of Library Databases libguides.uta.edu/az.php
Course Reserves pulse.uta.edu/vwebv/enterCourseReserve.do
FabLab fablab.uta.edu/
Scholarly Communications (info about digital humanities, data management, data visualization, copyright, open educational resources, open access publishing, and more) http://library.uta.edu/scholcomm
Special Collections library.uta.edu/special-collections
Study Room Reservations openroom.uta.edu/
Teaching & Learning Services for Faculty
Copyright Consultation library-sc@listserv.uta.edu


Course Research Guide Development, Andy Herzog amherzog@uta.edu or your subject librarian
Data Visualization Instruction, Peace Ossom-Williamson peace@uta.edu
Digital Humanities Instruction, Rafia Mirza rafia@uta.edu 
Graduate Student Research Skills Instruction, Andy Herzog amherzog@uta.edu or your subject librarian
Project or Problem-Based Instruction, Gretchen Trkay gtrkay@uta.edu
Undergraduate Research Skills Instruction, Gretchen Trkay gtrkay@uta.edu or your subject librarian. 


OTHER RESOURCES

Environmental Health & Safety (http://www.uta.edu/ehsafety)


Topics and Reading Schedule
As the instructor for this course, I reserve the right to adjust this schedule in any way that serves the educational needs of the students enrolled in the course. –LH
	Date
	Topics & Discussion
	Readings
	Assignments

	Week 1

	Tues 
Jan. 16th
	Introduction:

The Russian Revolution in the Context of the Arts and Popular Culture. 

Iconography and Power. Bolshevik seizure of power and meaning. 

	For next class please read the following:

From Mass Culture in Soviet Russia by J. von Geldern and R. Stites – “Introduction” pp. xi-xxvii

(in PDF on Blackboard)
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	Thurs 
Jan. 18th 
	Discussion of Assigned Readings 

· What is ideology? 

· What is propaganda?

· The Russian Revolution – 
A Brief History 


	For next week please read the following:

From The Russian Revolution by S. Fitzpatrick –  “Introduction” pp. 1-15.

Preview link to Timeline of the Russian Revolution (Blackboard) 
	Use the questions from Blackboard as a reading guide. Take notes/write answers in preparation for class discussion. I will periodically check your notes for this and further reading assignments. 

	Week 2

	Tues
Jan. 23rd 
	Interpreting the Revolution

· Timeline of the Revolution

· Who are the players?

· What actually happened?


	For next class please read the following:


Introduction to Literature and Revolution, 1924 by Leon Trotsky (link – in Blackboard, top of the reading guidelines in Week 2 folder)


From Russian Literature Since the Revolution by Edward J. Brown – “Introduction: Literature and the Political Problem” pp. 1-4.


	Use the questions from Blackboard as a reading guide. Take notes/write answers per usual.

	Thurs
Jan. 25th 
	Literature and Revolution

· Leon Trotsky

· Literature and Soviet society
	For next week please read the following:

From The Russian Revolution by S. Fitzpatrick –  Chapter 1: “The Setting” pp. 16-40.

From The Russian Context by E. M. Boyle and G. Gerhart, pp. 52-54. 


	Use the questions from Blackboard as a reading guide. Take notes/write answers per usual.

	Week 3

	Tues

Jan. 30th 
	Russian Revolution – The Setting

· The society

· The revolutionary tradition

· The 1905 Revolution and its aftermath

· The First World War


	For next class please read the following:

From Russian Literature Since the Revolution by Edward J. Brown – Chapter 1: “Since 1917: A Brief History” pp. 5-18.


	

	Thurs

Feb. 1st 
	Soviet Literature

· Fellow Travelers

· Proletarians

· The Stalinists

· Socialist Realism

· The Thaw


	For next week please read the following:

From The Russian Revolution by S. Fitzpatrick – Chapter 2: “1917: The Revolutions of February and October” pp. 41-68.

From The Russian Context by E. M. Boyle and G. Gerhart, pp. 54-56. 

From Mass Culture in Soviet Russia by J. von Geldern and R. Stites – Dmitry Furmanov, Chapaev (excerpt from the 1923 novel) pp. 56-68. 


	

	Week 4

	Tues
Feb. 6th 
	February and October 1917

· February: Dual Power

· The Bolsheviks

· The popular revolution

· The political crises of the summer

· The October Revolution


	For next class please read the following:

From Russian Literature Since the Revolution by Edward J. Brown – Chapter 2: “Mayakovsky and the Left Front of Art” pp. 19-39.

From Mass Culture in Soviet Russia by J. von Geldern and R. Stites – Vladimir Mayakovsky’s poem “Vladimir Ilyich Lenin” pp. 86-89. 

In the original (Russian) read lines 2405-3000

(link – in Blackboard, Week 4 folder)


	*Bonus:

Please attend the screening of the film:
 

Chapaev (1934) 95 min.


Feb. 6th, 5:00-7:00pm

6th Floor, Library Atrium



	Thurs

Feb. 8th 
	Mayakovsky and LEF (ЛЕФ)

· Vladimir Mayakovsky, A Tragedy 

· Mayakovsky’s Lenin 

· “A Cloud in Pants”

· “The Backbone Flute”

· The Left Front of Art

· The Bedbug and The Bath

	For next week please read the following:

From The Russian Revolution by S. Fitzpatrick – Chapter 3: “The Civil War” pp. 69-93.

From The Russian Context by E. M. Boyle and G. Gerhart, pp. 56-58. 


	

	Week 5

	Tues

Feb. 13th 
	The Civil War

· The Civil War, the Red Army, and the Cheka

· War Communism

· Visions of the New World

· The Bolsheviks in power


	For next class please read the following:

From Mass Culture in Soviet Russia by J. von Geldern and R. Stites:

Vladimir Kirillov “The Iron Messiah” pp. 4-5. 

Mikhail Gerasimov “We” pp. 5-6.

Demyan Bedny “Send Off: A Red Army Song” pp. 13-14.

Folk Ditty “Little Apple” pp. 15-16.

Alexandr Bezymensky “The Young Guard” pp.. 16-17.


	

	Thurs

Feb. 15th 
	The Civil War in Popular Culture: poems and folk lyrics

· “The Iron Messiah”

· “We”

· “Send Off”

· “Little Apple”

· “The Young Guard”


	For next week please read the following:

White Guard by Mikhail Bulgakov

Part 1 pp. 3-121 (in the Schwartz translation)


	

	Week 6

	Tues

Feb. 20th 
	White Guard 

· the life and times of Mikhail Bulgakov
· discussion of Part 1, White Guard
	For next class please read the following:

From Russian Literature Since the Revolution by Edward J. Brown – In Chapter 3: “Prophets of a Brave New World” pp. 50-61.


	

	Thurs

Feb. 22nd 
	Discussion of Part 1, White Guard – continued 

Zamyatin, We 
	For next week please read the following:

White Guard by Mikhail Bulgakov

Part 2 pp. 123-187 (in the Schwartz translation)


	

	Week 7

	Tues

Feb. 27th 
	Discussion of Part 2, White Guard 

Olesha, Envy 
	For next class please read the following:

From Russian Literature Since the Revolution by Edward J. Brown – In Chapter 3: “Prophets of a Brave New World” pp. 61-69.


	

	Thurs
Mar.  1st 
	Discussion of Part 2, White Guard – continued
	For next week please read the following:

White Guard by Mikhail Bulgakov

Part 3 pp. 189-310 (in the Schwartz translation)


	

	Week 8

	Tues

Mar.  6th 
	Discussion of Part 3, White Guard 
	For next class please read the following:

From Russian Literature Since the Revolution by Edward J. Brown – In Chapter 4: 

“The Intellectuals, I” pp. 70-77.


	

	Thurs
Mar. 8th
	Discussion of Part 3, White Guard – continued

The Serapion Brotherhood
	For after the break please read the following:

From The Russian Revolution by S. Fitzpatrick – Chapter 4: “NEP and the Future of the Revolution” pp. 94-120. 

From The Russian Context by E. M. Boyle and G. Gerhart, pp. 58-59. 


	

	Spring Break – Mar. 12th – 16th 



	Week 9

	Tues

Mar. 20th 
	NEP – New Economic Policy

· Economic problems

· The problem of bureaucracy 

· The leadership struggle

· “Socialism in one country”


	For next class please read the following:

From Russian Literature Since the Revolution by Edward J. Brown – In Chapter 4: 

“The Intellectuals, I” pp. 77-86.


	

	Thurs
Mar. 22nd
	Boris Pilnyak 
	For next week please read the following:

From The Russian Revolution by S. Fitzpatrick – Chapter 5: “Stalin’s Revolution” pp. 121-149. 

From The Russian Context by E. M. Boyle and G. Gerhart, pp. 59-60  


	

	Week 10

	Tues

Mar. 27th
	Stalin’s “Revolution from Above”

· Stalin vs. the Right

· The industrialization drive

· Collectivization 

· Cultural Revolution


	For next class please read the following:

From Russian Literature Since the Revolution by Edward J. Brown – In Chapter 5: 

“The Intellectuals, II” pp. 87-104.


	

	Thurs
Mar.  29th 
	· Isaac Babel

· Konstantin Fedin

· Leonov and Katayev


	For next week please read the following:

From The Russian Revolution by S. Fitzpatrick – Chapter 6: “Ending the Revolution” pp. 150-174. 

From The Russian Context by E. M. Boyle and G. Gerhart, pp. 61-64. 


	

	Week 11

	Tues

Apr. 3rd
	“Revolution accomplished”

“Revolution betrayed”

The Terror


	For next class please read the following:

From Russian Literature Since the Revolution by Edward J. Brown – In Chapter 6: 

“The Proletarians, I” pp. 105-110 & 122-125.


	

	Thurs
Apr. 5th 
	The Proletarians, I

· The Proletcult
(Proletarskaya Kultura)

· The Blacksmith Poets, or The Smithy (Kuznitsa)

· A. S. Serafimovich


	For next week please read the following:

From Russian Literature Since the Revolution by Edward J. Brown – In Chapter 7: 

“The Proletarians, II” pp. 126-152.


	

	Week 12

	Tues

Apr. 10th 
	The Proletarians, II

· Fyodor Gladkov

· Alexander Fadeyev

· Mikhail Sholokhov 

· Other Writers


	For next class please read the following:

From Russian Literature Since the Revolution by Edward J. Brown – In Chapter 8: 

“The Critic Voronsky and the Pereval Group” pp. 153-165.


	

	Thurs
Apr. 12th 
	Criticism and the Study of Literature

· Voronsky 

· Pereval
	For next week please read the following:

From Russian Literature Since the Revolution by Edward J. Brown – In Chapter 9: 

“The Levers of Control Under Stalin” pp. 166-183.


	

	Week 13

	Tues

Apr. 17th 
	The Levers of Control Under Stalin

· Resistance

· The Purge

· The Literary State


	For next class please read the following:

From Russian Literature Since the Revolution by Edward J. Brown – In Chapter 10: 

“Zoshchenko and the Art of Satire” pp. 184-189.


	

	Thurs
Apr. 19th 
	Zoshchenko and the Art of Satire


	For next week please read the following:

From Russian Literature Since the Revolution by Edward J. Brown – In Chapter 11: 

“After Stalin: The First Two Thaws” pp. 190-221.


	

	Week 14

	Tues

Apr. 24th 
	After Stalin

· Pomerantsev, Panova

· Ilya Ehrenburg 

· Alexey Tolstoy

· The Second Thaw

· Pasternak


	For next class please read the following:

From Russian Literature Since the Revolution by Edward J. Brown – In Chapter 12: 

“Into the Underground” pp. 222-250.


	

	Thurs
Apr. 26th 
	The Literary Underground

· The Literary Parties

· End of the Thaw

· Platonov and Bulgakov

· Samizdat & Tamizdat

	For next week please read the following:

From Russian Literature Since the Revolution by Edward J. Brown – In Chapter 13: 

“Solzhenitsyn and the Epic of the Camps” pp. 251-291.


	

	Week 15

	Tues

May. 1st  
	The GULAGs

· One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich

· The First Circle; Cancer Ward

· The Gulag Archipelago

 
	For next class please read the following:


	

	Thurs
May. 3rd  
	Final Class
	
	

	Thurs
May. 10th   
	Final Exam
	Location: Regular Classroom TH 218
2:00pm-4:30pm
	


