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ENGL 2319-005: British Literature
“Victorian Literature and Culture”
The University of Texas at Arlington
 Fall 2018
Instructor Information

Instructor:
Dr. Nancy Rosenberg England

Email (best way to reach me): nengland@uta.edu or nrosenberg@uta.edu
Office:
Carlisle Hall 606

Office Hours: Noon-12:50 MWF and by appointment (no office hours during Final Exam Week)

English Department Office:
817-272-2692 (msg.)

Faculty Profile:
https://www.uta.edu/profiles/nancy-england
Section:
2319-005
Class Meetings:
MWF 11-11:50 Preston 210

Required Texts:

1.
Greenblatt, The Norton Anthology of English Literature: Victorian Age, Volume E, 9th edition, ISBN 0393912531
2.
Stoker, Dracula, Norton (1997), ISBN 0393970124

3.
Online texts (links provided in below Course Schedule)

Course Description. Concentration on works of British literature with focus on how cultural, geographic, and political issues shape and reflect literature in a particular culture. Topics may include the nature of empire, Romantic conceptions of heroism, or literary representations of the sciences. Examines at least three genres and six authors. Emphasis on critical thinking, reading, and writing.
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In Bram Stoker’s 1897 novel Dracula, Mina writes in her Journal: “The world seems full of good men, even if there are monsters in it.” This assertion encapsulates themes that are present in the Victorian era (roughly 1837-1901), the time period that is the focus of this course. As it would be clearly impossible to survey all of British literature in one short semester, in order to get an understanding and appreciation of British literature, we will study some of the major authors and their works, complemented by film and audio materials. Many of the cultural and social issues that consumed the Victorian era are ones that we still deal with today: crime, poverty, science and the effect of technology, and the rights of individuals. We will study some significant British works to see how these and other issues are reflected in the texts and to discover how these issues influence us as individuals.
Course Objectives. This course satisfies the University of Texas at Arlington core curriculum requirements in Language, Philosophy, and Culture. The required objectives of these courses are the development of students’ critical thinking, communication skills, personal responsibility, and social responsibility. Many elements of this course foster development of these objectives, which are explicitly addressed in the “Signature Assignment” (see below). The Departmental guidelines for sophomore literature can be found by typing “sophomore literature” in the “Search UT Arlington” box on the University website: http://www.uta.edu/uta. 
Course Outcomes.


The goals of sophomore literature at UTA are:

1. To encourage students to see that literary studies matter and to foster enjoyment of literature, as students engage with ideas and beliefs in ways that extend beyond the English classroom

2. To help students recognize that literature does not occur as isolated literary events, but as complex dialogue within cultural and historical contexts

3. To develop students' ability to read critically by studying a variety of literary elements such as form, structure, and style

4. To enable students to demonstrate their understanding of and their ability to analyze literary texts both orally and in writing

Assignments and Grade Distribution.

Assignment due dates are also listed on the below Course Schedule. All papers will be submitted in MLA format.
·  Signature Assignment Paper





30% total
The full Signature Assignment Paper assignment sheet is at the end of the syllabus.
· Midterm Exam






20%

· Both exams are part true/false and part short answer such as passage identification and multiple choice. Study assigned readings, quizzes, lecture notes, and group work discussion questions. A study guide sheet will be posted on Blackboard for each exam.
· Final Exam







20%

· Covers material from the midterm on (not comprehensive)

· Reading Comprehension Quizzes




15% 











(Lowest 1 dropped)

· Be prepared for periodic ten-question True/False quizzes at the beginning of class on readings listed on the Course Schedule. They will address matters of fact. You may not take a quiz if you arrive after it has been administered; we will discuss quiz answers immediately following each quiz. The quiz questions (not answers) will later be posted on Blackboard to study for exams.

· Participation: Discussion Questions and Responses, in-class writing, homework, group work








15%
· Come prepared with one or more Discussion Questions for each reading listed on the Course Schedule. To prepare for group-work discussions, students will briefly (5 minutes) freewrite responses to the reading in class prior to group work. These will be collected.
Grade. Your final grade will be an A, B, C, D, or F. No extra credit is given. Writing assignments will receive holistic letter grades; exams and quizzes are graded with percentage points.
Late Work Policy. Missed work (quizzes, in-class writing, group work, etc.) cannot be made up unless you inform the instructor of a valid absence in advance with documentation (university-sanctioned activities, military, religious observances, unexpected hospitalization). The lowest quiz grade is dropped to allow for unavoidable circumstances. Make-up exams cannot be given. The paper must be uploaded to Blackboard prior to the start of class on the due date specified on the Course Schedule. The paper and homework are penalized ½ letter grade for each day (not class day) they are late; the first deduction for the paper begins with papers uploaded after the start of class. No late papers are accepted after three days.

Class Participation. Students are expected to attend class regularly, arrive on time, come to class prepared, and participate in group and class discussions. Excused absences include official university activities, military service, and/or religious holidays. Students must inform the instructor in writing at least one week in advance of an excused absence. It is your responsibility to conference with a peer to get this material or make an appointment to see me in person.
Attendance. At The University of Texas at Arlington, taking attendance is not required but attendance is a critical indicator in student success. Each faculty member is free to develop his or her own methods of evaluating students’ academic performance, which includes establishing course-specific policies on attendance. As you will receive a participation grade in this class and assignments/coursework are discussed in detail, attendance is therefore highly encouraged. While UT Arlington does not require instructors to take attendance in their courses, the U.S. Department of Education requires that the University have a mechanism in place to mark when Federal Student Aid recipients “begin attendance in a course.” UT Arlington instructors will report when students begin attendance in a course as part of the final grading process. Specifically, when assigning a student a grade of F, faculty report the last date a student attended their class based on evidence such as a test, participation in a class project or presentation, or an engagement online via Blackboard. This date is reported to the Department of Education for federal financial aid recipients.
 
Classroom Behavior.
Class sessions are short and require your full attention. Be respectful to your classmates and instructor: All cell phones and other electronic devices should be turned off or put on silent/vibrate in the event of an emergency and put away when entering the classroom; all earpieces should be removed. Cell phone use is distracting to your classmates and instructor. Store newspapers, magazines, and other distractions so that you can concentrate on the readings and discussions each day. Students are expected to participate respectfully in class, to listen to other class members, and to comment appropriately.
Academic Integrity. All students enrolled in this course are expected to adhere to the UT Arlington Honor Code:

I pledge, on my honor, to uphold UT Arlington’s tradition of academic integrity, a tradition that values hard work and honest effort in the pursuit of academic excellence. 

I promise that I will submit only work that I personally create or contribute to group collaborations, and I will appropriately reference any work from other sources. I will follow the highest standards of integrity and uphold the spirit of the Honor Code.

It is the philosophy of The University of Texas at Arlington that academic dishonesty is a completely unacceptable mode of conduct and will not be tolerated in any form. All persons involved in academic dishonesty will be disciplined in accordance with University regulations and procedures. Discipline may include suspension or expulsion from the University. "Scholastic dishonesty includes but is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student or the attempt to commit such acts" (Regents’ Rules and Regulations, Series 50101, Section 2.2) 
You can get in trouble for plagiarism by failing to correctly indicate places where you are making use of the work of another or colluding with another to prepare assignments. It is your responsibility to familiarize yourself with the conventions of citation by which you indicate which ideas are not your own and how your reader can find those sources. Read your textbook and/or handbook for more information on quoting and citing properly to avoid plagiarism. If you still do not understand, ask your instructor. All students caught plagiarizing or cheating will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. Additional information is available at https://www.uta.edu/conduct/. Students are encouraged to review these guides on plagiarism: http://libguides.uta.edu/researchprocess/plagiarism
http://libguides.uta.edu/copyright/plagiarism
Disability Accommodations. UT Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of all federal equal opportunity legislation, including The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), The Americans with Disabilities Amendments Act (ADAAA), and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. All instructors at UT Arlington are required by law to provide “reasonable accommodations” to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of disability. Students are responsible for providing the instructor with official notification in the form of a letter certified by the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD).  Only those students who have officially documented a need for an accommodation will have their request honored. Students experiencing a range of conditions (Physical, Learning, Chronic Health, Mental Health, and Sensory) that may cause diminished academic performance or other barriers to learning may seek services and/or accommodations by contacting: 

The Office for Students with Disabilities, (OSD)  www.uta.edu/disability or calling 817-272-3364. Information regarding diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining disability-based academic accommodations can be found at www.uta.edu/disability.
Counseling and Psychological Services, (CAPS)   www.uta.edu/caps/ or calling 817-272-3671 is also available to all students to help increase their understanding of personal issues, address mental and behavioral health problems and make positive changes in their lives. 

Non-Discrimination Policy. The University of Texas at Arlington does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, age, gender, sexual orientation, disabilities, genetic information, and/or veteran status in its educational programs or activities it operates. For more information, visit uta.edu/eos.

Diversity Statement. The University of Texas at Arlington's Committee on Diversity and Inclusion affirms our strong commitment to maintaining the principles of inclusion and diversity at the core of our university. At a time of uncertainty, we firmly stand behind all our students, faculty, and staff, regardless of national origin, race, ethnicity, religion, disability, sexual orientation, gender identity, and other differences that make us one of the most diverse college campuses in the country.

Anyone who believes her/his safety has been compromised is encouraged to contact the Committee on Diversity and Inclusion.

Title IX Policy. The University of Texas at Arlington (“University”) is committed to maintaining a learning and working environment that is free from discrimination based on sex in accordance with Title IX of the Higher Education Amendments of 1972 (Title IX), which prohibits discrimination on the basis of sex in educational programs or activities; Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (Title VII), which prohibits sex discrimination in employment; and the Campus Sexual Violence Elimination Act (SaVE Act). Sexual misconduct is a form of sex discrimination and will not be tolerated. For information regarding Title IX, visit www.uta.edu/titleIX or contact Ms. Jean Hood, Vice President and Title IX Coordinator at (817) 272-7091 or jmhood@uta.edu.

Drop Policy. Students may drop or swap (adding and dropping a class concurrently) classes through self-service in MyMav from the beginning of the registration period through the late registration period. After the late registration period, students must see their academic advisor to drop a class or withdraw. Undeclared students must see an advisor in the University Advising Center. Drops can continue through a point two-thirds of the way through the term or session. It is the student's responsibility to officially withdraw if they do not plan to attend after registering. Students will not be automatically dropped for non-attendance. Repayment of certain types of financial aid administered through the University may be required as the result of dropping classes or withdrawing. Contact the Financial Aid Office for more information (http://wweb.uta.edu/aao/fao/).

Student Support Services. UT Arlington provides a variety of resources and programs designed to help students develop academic skills, deal with personal situations, and better understand concepts and information related to their courses. Resources include tutoring, major-based learning centers, developmental education, advising and mentoring, personal counseling, and federally funded programs. For individualized referrals, students may visit the reception desk at University College (Ransom Hall), call the Maverick Resource Hotline at 817-272-6107, send a message to resources@uta.edu, or view the information at http://www.uta.edu/universitycollege/resources/index.php.

The English Writing Center (411 Central Library). The Writing Center offers free tutoring in 15-, 30-, 45-, or 60-minute face-to-face and online sessions to all UTA students on any phase of their UTA coursework. Register and make appointments online at http://uta.mywconline.com. Please see www.uta.edu/owl for detailed information on all our programs and services.

Fall 2018 Hours:

Monday-Thursday:  9 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Friday:  9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Saturday and Sunday:  12:00 p.m. to 5 p.m.

The Library’s 2nd floor Academic Plaza offers students a central hub of support services, including IDEAS Center, University Advising Services, Transfer UTA and various college/school advising hours. Services are available during the library’s hours of operation: http://library.uta.edu/academic-plaza. The IDEAS Center (2nd Floor of Central Library) offers free tutoring to all students with a focus on transfer students, sophomores, veterans and others undergoing a transition to UT Arlington. To schedule an appointment with a peer tutor or mentor email IDEAS@uta.edu or call (817) 272-6593.
Student Feedback Survey. At the end of each term, students enrolled in classes categorized as lecture, seminar, or laboratory shall be directed to complete a Student Feedback Survey (SFS). Instructions on how to access the SFS for this course will be sent directly to each student through MavMail approximately 10 days before the end of the term. Each student’s feedback enters the SFS database anonymously and is aggregated with that of other students enrolled in the course. UT Arlington’s effort to solicit, gather, tabulate, and publish student feedback is required by state law; students are strongly urged to participate. Data from SFS is also used for faculty and program evaluations. For more information, visit http://www.uta.edu/sfs.

Final Review Week. For semester-long courses, a period of five class days prior to the first day of final examinations in the long sessions shall be designated as Final Review Week. The purpose of this week is to allow students sufficient time to prepare for final examinations. During this week, there shall be no scheduled activities such as required field trips or performances; and no instructor shall assign any themes, research problems or exercises of similar scope that have a completion date during or following this week unless specified in the class syllabus. During Final Review Week, an instructor shall not give any examinations constituting 10% or more of the final grade, except makeup tests and laboratory examinations. In addition, no instructor shall give any portion of the final examination during Final Review Week. During this week, classes are held as scheduled. In addition, instructors are not required to limit content to topics that have been previously covered; they may introduce new concepts as appropriate.

Emergency Exit Procedures. Should we experience an emergency event that requires us to vacate the building, students should exit the room and move toward the nearest exit, which is located on the first floor of Preston Hall. When exiting the building during an emergency, one should never take an elevator but should use the stairwells. Faculty members and instructional staff will assist students in selecting the safest route for evacuation and will make arrangements to assist individuals with disabilities.

Students should also be encouraged to subscribe to the MavAlert system that will send information in case of an emergency to their cell phones or email accounts. Anyone can subscribe at https://mavalert.uta.edu/ or https://mavalert.uta.edu/register.php
Electronic Communication. UT Arlington has adopted MavMail as its official means to communicate with students about important deadlines and events, as well as to transact university-related business regarding financial aid, tuition, grades, graduation, etc. All students are assigned a MavMail account and are responsible for checking the inbox regularly. There is no additional charge to students for using this account, which remains active even after graduation. Information about activating and using MavMail is available at http://www.uta.edu/oit/cs/email/mavmail.php.

Campus Carry. Effective August 1, 2016, the Campus Carry law (Senate Bill 11) allows those licensed individuals to carry a concealed handgun in buildings on public university campuses, except in locations the University establishes as prohibited. Under the new law, openly carrying handguns is not allowed on college campuses. For more information, visit http://www.uta.edu/news/info/campus-carry/
Conferences and Questions. I have scheduled office hours each week. These times are reserved for students to drop by or to make an appointment to discuss course assignments, grades, or other class-related concerns. I will be happy to make other appointment times for you if your class schedule conflicts with regular conference times or if I am not available on certain days. If you receive a grade on an assignment or quiz about which you have questions, please wait twenty-four hours before discussing it with me. This gives you time to process the assignment comments and to think about how your course work meets the requirements set forth for each assignment. I do not discuss individual student issues in the classroom before, during or after class.

Syllabus and Schedule Changes. Instructors try to make their syllabuses as complete as possible; however, during the course of the semester I may be required to alter, add, or abandon certain policies/assignments. Instructors reserve the right to make such changes as they become necessary. Students will be informed of any major changes in writing.

Course Schedule

Assignments and due dates are subject to change. Bring your textbook, The Norton Anthology of English Literature (Volume E), to each class. Unless Dracula or hypertexts, readings are from your textbook. Readings/assignments are due are on the date listed. Pace yourself. Read ahead of schedule. Several longer readings such as Dracula are due after mid-semester (highlighted on schedule). The final weeks of the semester are focused on the Signature Assignment Paper.
As discussed in the “Assignments and Grade Distribution” section of this syllabus, be prepared for quizzes on days that readings are listed as due. Come prepared with one or more Discussion Questions for each reading due.
	Week
	Date
	Readings/Major Assignments Due

	1
	W
8/22
	Introduction to course, syllabus policies

	1
	F
8/24
	Signed Syllabus Contract 

Introduction to the Victorian Age

	2
	M
8/27
	Introduction to the Victorian Age Continued
Assign Signature Assignment Paper all components (assignment sheet at end of syllabus)

	2
	W
8/29
	Victorian Issues: “Industrialism: Progress or Decline?” (pp. 1580-97 and pp. 1603-07)

	2
	F
8/31
	Browning, The Cry of the Children (pp. 1123-8)

“Child Labor” article: www.victorianweb.org/history/hist8.html

	3
	M
9/3
	Labor Day Holiday
No Class

	3
	W
9/5
	“A Perfect Discomfit” article, including the two “Chimney Sweeper” poems: http://www.slate.com/articles/arts/poem/2010/09/a_perfect_discomfit.html

	3
	F
9/7
	Library Session – Tentative

	4
	M
9/10
	Victorian Issues: “The ‘Woman’ Question: The Victorian Debate about Gender” (pp. 1607-36)

	4
	W
9/12
	“The ‘Woman’ Question” Continued

	4
	F
9/14
	Tennyson (pp. 1156-9) and “The Lady of Shalott” (pp. 1161-6)

	5
	M
9/17
	“The Lady of Shalott” Continued

	5
	W
9/19
	“Pre-Raphaelitism” (pp. 1463-71) and Color Plates (glossy pages in middle of textbook, pp. C1-8)

	5
	F
9/21
	from Modern Painters (pp. 1335-9)

	6
	M
9/24
	Victorian Issues: “Evolution” (pp. 1560-80)

	6
	W
9/26
	“Evolution” Continued

	6
	F
9/28
	Victorian Issues: “Empire and National Identity” (pp. 1636-59)

	7
	M
10/1
	“The Charge of the Light Brigade” (pp. 1235-6)

In-class screening: The Four Feathers (clip)

	7
	W
10/3
	Library Session – Tentative

	7
	F
10/5
	Midterm Exam Review (review sheet posted on Blackboard)

	8
	M
10/8
	Midterm Exam

	8
	W
10/10
	“Late Victorians” (pp. 1668-71)



	8
	F
10/12
	Due: Have completed Dracula (Norton Critical Edition), including Preface and footnotes

	9
	M
10/15
	Dracula Continued

	9
	W
10/7
	“Dracula: The Unseen Face in the Mirror” (back of Dracula Norton Critical Edition pp. 421-31)

	9
	F
10/19
	How to Read Literature Like a Professor, Ch. 3: “Acts of Vampires” (pp. 25-7). Will be posted on Blackboard.

In-class screening: “Biography of Bram Stoker”

	10
	M
10/22
	Biography Continued / Discussion



	10
	W
10/24
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Browse www.frankenreads.com:         “An international celebration of the 200th anniversary of Mary Shelley's Frankenstein for Halloween 2018 organized by the Keats-Shelley Association of America.”
Come prepared with a Discussion Question.
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	10
	F
10/26
	Doyle, “The Speckled Band” (pp. 1830-48)

	11
	M
10/29
	“Elements of a Detective Story”: https://www.slideshare.net/kbbandrowski/introduction-to-a-detective-story-2007 

 “The Speckled Band” Continued

	11
	W
10/31

H

A

L

L

O

WEEN
	Stevenson, Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde (pp. 1675-1719)
UTA Libraries Frankenreads Event (optional): “To celebrate the 200th year anniversary of Frankenstein, the University of Texas at Arlington Libraries will be hosting a celebration in the Central Library Mall: Full Reading of Frankenstein, performances by student organizations, costume contest and family friendly games and treats.”
https://events.uta.edu/event/frankenreads#.W3zgFfZFzDc 

	11
	F
11/2
	Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde Continued

	12
	M
11/5
	“The Beast Within: Interpreting Jekyll and Hyde” article: https://www.theguardian.com/books/2008/dec/13/dr-jekyll-mr-hyde-stevenson 

In-class screening: Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde (1931)

	12
	W
11/7
	Film Continued

	12
	F
11/9
	Film Continued / Discussion

	13
	M
11/12
	Signature Assignment Paper Workshop

Sign Up for Signature Assignment Paper Conferences

	13
	W
11/14
	Signature Assignment Paper Conferences (my office, Carlisle Hall 606) – Class does not meet

	13
	F
11/16
	Signature Assignment Paper Conferences Continued – Class does not meet

	14
	M
11/19
	Signature Assignment Paper Workshop

Due: Signature Assignment Paper Proposal. Upload to Blackboard. Bring hard copy to class for Workshop.

	14
	W
11/21

And

11/23
	Thanksgiving Holiday

No Class

	15
	M
11/26
	Signature Assignment Paper Workshop



	15
	W
11/28
	Signature Assignment Paper Workshop



	15
	F
11/30
	Signature Assignment Paper Workshop



	16
	M
12/3
	Final Day of Class

Due: Signature Assignment Paper Final. Upload to Blackboard.
Final Exam Review (review sheet posted on Blackboard)
Course Reflection

	Final Exam Week
	F 12/7 11-1:30

Complete UTA Fall 2018 Final Exam Schedule:  
https://www.uta.edu/records/_downloads/finals/Fall%20%202018%20Final%20Exam%20Schedule.pdf 


Page One Artwork: 
The Lady of Shalott, William Holman Hunt, c. 1890-1905, oil on canvas, Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art, Hartford, CT. Public Domain.

Cover of Dracula, Westminster: Archibald Constable and Company, 1901. First printing of the revised text. Public Domain.
Signature assignment paper assignment Sheet

Note:
Keep this assignment sheet handy and refer to it as you work on your paper.
Important Paper Dates (also listed on Course Schedule)

Signature Assignment Paper Workshops: M 11/12; M 11/19; M 11/26; W 11/28; F 11/30
Signature Assignment Conferences: W 11/14 and F 11/16
· Five points are deducted from the paper grade for missed workshops / conference.
Signature Assignment Paper Proposal Due: 11/19
Signature Assignment Paper Final Due: 12/3 (final day of class)
Please feel free to stop by my office during office hours or by appointment to discuss your paper drafts!
Overview

The signature assignment addresses all four of the course objectives. Personal responsibility: This essay includes the integration of outside sources; it, therefore, requires students to demonstrate personal responsibility as they use the words and ideas of other writers in an accurate and ethical manner. Citing sources properly isn’t just a matter of mechanics. It’s a question of personal responsibility (with real consequences for students) that overlaps with students’ responsibility to the academic community of which they are a part. The construction of a clearly articulated thesis statement supported by a careful analysis of textual evidence demonstrates critical thinking and communication skills. The development of a well-organized essay that demonstrates the correct use of grammar and other writing mechanics and demonstrates an awareness of the how to appeal convincingly to an audience further addresses the communication objective. The critical analysis of the way the selected text engages a significant issue of social responsibility addresses the social responsibility outcome.

Specific Requirements

Write a well-organized, effectively developed, 3 full-5-page analysis of an assigned text listed on the Course Schedule. Note: You may use more than one text if appropriate. The paper should critically analyze the way the text engages a significant issue of social responsibility. Students should anchor the paper’s argument with a clearly articulated thesis statement and use careful analysis of textual evidence to support their claims.

Possible Areas of Focus

Your analysis of an assigned text listed on the Course Schedule might focus on one of the Victorian-era issues that we will read about and discuss, including industrialism, child labor, gender roles, Pre-Raphaelitism, evolution, and empire and national identity.

For students who prefer a more specific prompt, please stop by during office hours or email me with your ideas to brainstorm. Also, following are a few prompts that are reflected in our readings this semester. Note: These are just a few of many ideas! You may write about any text that we will read this semester and the way in which you view it as engaging a significant issue of social responsibility.

Possible Paper Topics:

· Texts in the “Industrialism: Progress or Decline?” section posit the question of whether the industrial age was a blessing or a curse (or both or neither). Provide examples from the reading(s) in this section to support your response to this question.

· How does Barrett Browning’s The Cry of the Children and/or Blake’s “The Chimney Sweeper” poem(s) demonstrate its concern for the welfare of children? Where and why does it put the ultimate blame for that welfare?

· From “The ‘Woman’ Question: The Victorian Debate about Gender” section, what are Ruskin and/or Stickney Ellis’s ideas about women’s roles in relation to men’s? What kind of education do they think that women are suited for? What do you make of their opinions about whether women are equal to men in importance and about women’s and men’s particular qualities?

· How would you support an interpretation of Tennyson’s “The Lady of Shalott” that it reflects woman’s role in Victorian society? How might the Victorian fallen woman (example in The Awakening Conscience, Color Plate C5) relate to this interpretation?
· How would you support an interpretation of Tennyson’s “The Lady of Shalott” that it reflects the isolated artist?
· In Modern Painters Ruskin praised Turner's The Slave Ship (color plate C1) as a masterpiece, yet he sold the painting because he found it "too painful to live with." Is the painfulness of the painting part of its aesthetic power as Ruskin describes it? How might this relate to Ruskin’s views on greatness in art?

· From the “Evolution” section, why was Darwin concerned with the mutability of species? According to Darwin, how and why do species change? What are the religious implications of his thought? Why were many Victorians disturbed by Darwin’s view, stated in The Descent of Man, that “man descended from some less highly organized form”?

· From the “Empire and National Identity” section, what is Macaulay’s attitude toward Indian learning, language, and religion? How does that attitude influence his ideas about the proper way to educate the Indian people? What do you make of Macaulay’s mission to “form a class of persons, Indian in blood and colour, but English in taste, in opinions, in morals, and in intellect?”

· Analyze the theme of gender roles in Stoker’s Dracula. How might some of the characters relate to the fallen woman, New Woman, and Victorian gentleman?

· Analyze the theme of empire and immigration in Stoker’s Dracula. What is meant by the term “reverse colonization” in Stephen Arata’s article “The Occidental Tourist: Dracula and the Anxiety of Reverse Colonization” (at back of Norton Critical Edition of Dracula, pp. 462-70) and how does it relate to the novel?

· Is Stevenson’s Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde a story about the dangers of repression? What does it tell us about Victorian convention and the double life?

· In Doyle’s “The Speckled Band,” Watson describes Holmes's preference for cases that "tend towards the unusual, and even the fantastic." Do you agree that this story meets that criterion? If so, how? And why do you think Holmes enjoys solving crimes so much?

Responsible Integration of Sources (personal responsibility)

Students must properly integrate material from two secondary sources into their analysis in a way that gives credit to the authors whose ideas and language they are incorporating. This is not a research paper or a summary of the work of literature, but a paper in which you draw on secondary sources to communicate an interpretive argument about your chosen text through the lens of social responsibility. The UTA Library offers a quick, online plagiarism tutorial: http://library.uta.edu/plagiarism/.
Appropriate Secondary Sources

· National newspapers (e.g., New York Times, Washington Post, USA Today, Dallas Morning News, Fort Worth Star Telegram)

· Print magazines (e.g., The Atlantic, Harper’s, New Yorker, Time, Newsweek)

· Online magazines (e.g., Slate, Salon)

· Scholarly articles (e.g., academic articles published in peer-reviewed journals; you can find citations for these articles by using the MLA International Bibliography database, JSTOR, or Project Muse—all of which UTA’s library gives you access to online)

· Scholarly books or book chapters (it’s a good bet a book is scholarly if it’s published by an academic press, such as Duke University Press; if you’re not sure, ask your instructor)

· Historical documents (e.g., old newspaper articles, letters, speeches, journal entries) from academic databases (see the History subject guide on the library website for ideas)

Students interested in using a source that isn’t listed here, should check with their instructor.
Wikipedia, Sparknotes, Shmoop, sites that summarize the text, and the like are not appropriate secondary sources.
You may also use the critical essays at the back of your Norton Critical Edition of Dracula as secondary sources.

Minimum Requirements

The general criteria to receive a passing grade are the following for all the sophomore English courses except English 2350: Your essay should be a Word document that is double spaced, with 1-inch margins, in 12-pt. Times New Roman font. Follow the MLA’s recommendations for formatting, citation, and style.

In order to receive a passing grade on the signature assignment, students must

1. write an essay that is at least 3 full pages long, but no more than 5.

2. integrate two appropriate secondary sources.

3. have a thesis.

4. have a title.

5. incorporate evidence (i.e., quotations) from the primary literary text.

6. have a Works Cited page using MLA form.


ENGL 2319 Syllabus Contract

I have read and understood the syllabus, and I agree to abide by the course policies.

_____________________________________

______________

Print Name






Date

_____________________________________




Signature






Date

Permission to Use Student Writing (Optional)

Student’s Name







Class Number and Section






Instructor Name







I give my permission for my writing to be used as an example of student work and/or as a teaching tool for future classes. I understand that my name will be removed from my work before it is shared with others.

Student’s signature







UTA ID




 Date



