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HIST 6364-001 "Space, Material Culture, and the Cold War"
Fall 2018

Dr. Patryk Babiracki
Wednesday, 7-9 pm 
Room: UH 321

Office hours: Mondays, 11.30-12.30 and Fridays 2-3 or by appointment
Faculty profile: https://mentis.uta.edu/explore/profile/patryk-babiracki
babiracki@uta.edu
Course Description: This research seminar will examine the politics of space and the role of material culture in the Cold War.  The goal is to help students appreciate the material dimension of a world that has been often defined by ideas (freedom, justice, etc.); and to reflect on individuals' physical experience at a time when much of human activity moves into the digital realm.  We will explore similarities and differences between Western and Soviet / East European approaches to spatial planning, architecture and interior design.  We will compare the roles of objects on each side of the Iron Curtain.  Our focus will be on how these similarities and differences reflected and affected the conflict between capitalism and socialism.  Themes of the course will include: the Cold War as a clash of competing modernities; relationship between the material environment and cultural imagination; linkages between space and power as well as those between objects, emotions and social status; contrasting ideas about public and private spaces; global circulation of objects; relationships between space, travel and transportation; and nostalgia and memory of socialism as it's manifest in the culture of private collecting and museums.  
Grading:

Participation: 20%

Proposal: 10%

Bibliography: 10%

First page: 10%

Mock conference presentations: 10%
Final papers: 40%
Attendance Policy: The University of Texas at Arlington, taking attendance is not required. Rather, each faculty member is free to develop his or her own methods of evaluating students’ academic performance, which includes establishing course-specific policies on attendance. As the instructor of this class, I have established following attendance policy:

Due to the unique and concentrated schedule of this seminar, you may not miss any formal meetings.  If you absolutely must due to emergency reasons, please know that each hour will incur a penalty of one-third of the final grade (e.g. an “A” will become an “A-”; and an “A-” will turn into a “B+” etc.).   So please, by all means avoid missing class
Disability Accommodations: UT Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of all federal equal opportunity legislation, including The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), The Americans with Disabilities Amendments Act (ADAAA), and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. All instructors at UT Arlington are required by law to provide “reasonable accommodations” to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of disability. Students are responsible for providing the instructor with official notification in the form of a letter certified by the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD). Students experiencing a range of conditions (Physical, Learning, Chronic Health, Mental Health, and Sensory) that may cause diminished academic performance or other barriers to learning may seek services and/or accommodations by contacting: 
The Office for Students with Disabilities, (OSD)www.uta.edu/disability or calling 817-272-3364.

Counseling and Psychological Services, (CAPS)www.uta.edu/caps/ or calling 817-272-3671.

Only those students who have officially documented a need for an accommodation will have their request honored. Information regarding diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining disability-based academic accommodations can be found at www.uta.edu/disability or by calling the Office for Students with Disabilities at (817) 272-3364.

Title IX: The University of Texas at Arlington does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, age, gender, sexual orientation, disabilities, genetic information, and/or veteran status in its educational programs or activities it operates. For more information, visit uta.edu/eos.For information regarding Title IX, visitwww.uta.edu/titleIX.

Academic Integrity: It is the philosophy of The University of Texas at Arlington that academic dishonesty is a completely unacceptable mode of conduct and will not be tolerated in any form. All persons involved in academic dishonesty will be disciplined in accordance with University regulations and procedures. Discipline may include suspension or expulsion from the University.
“Scholastic dishonesty includes but is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student or the attempt to commit such acts.” (Regents’ Rules and Regulations, Series 50101, Section 2.2)

Student Support Services Available: The University of Texas at Arlington supports a varietyof student success programs to help you connect with the University and achieve academic success. These programs include learning assistance, developmental education, advising and mentoring, admission and transition, and federally funded programs. Students requiring assistance academically, personally, or socially should contact the Office of Student Success Programs at 817-272-6107 for more information and appropriate referrals.

E-culture policy: email is the best way to contact me.  I will respond at my nearest convenience.

No laptops, mobile phones etc. are allowed in the classroom.
Expectations for Out-of-Class Study: Beyond the time required to attend each class meeting, students enrolled in this course should expect to spend at least an additional ## hours per week of their own time in course-related activities, including reading required materials, completing assignments, preparing for exams, etc.

Drop Policy: Students may drop or swap (adding and dropping a class concurrently) classes through self-service in MyMav from the beginning of the registration period through the late registration period. After the late registration period, students must see their academic advisor to drop a class or withdraw. Undeclared students must see an advisor in the University Advising Center. Drops can continue through a point two-thirds of the way through the term or session. It is the student's responsibility to officially withdraw if they do not plan to attend after registering. Students will not be automatically dropped for non-attendance. Repayment of certain types of financial aid administered through the University may be required as the result of dropping classes or withdrawing. For more information, contact the Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships (http://wweb.uta.edu/aao/fao/).

Campus Carry:  Effective August 1, 2016, the Campus Carry law (Senate Bill 11) allows those licensed individuals to carry a concealed handgun in buildings on public university campuses, except in locations the University establishes as prohibited. Under the new law, openly carrying handguns is not allowed on college campuses. For more information, visit http://www.uta.edu/news/info/campus-carry/
Student Feedback Survey: At the end of each term, students enrolled in classes categorized as “lecture,” “seminar,” or “laboratory” shall be directed to complete an online Student Feedback Survey (SFS). Instructions on how to access the SFS for this course will be sent directly to each student through MavMail approximately 10 days before the end of the term. Each student’s feedback enters the SFS database anonymously and is aggregated with that of other students enrolled in the course. UT Arlington’s effort to solicit, gather, tabulate, and publish student feedback is required by state law; students are strongly urged to participate. For more information, visit http://www.uta.edu/sfs.
Final Review Week: A period of five class days prior to the first day of final examinations in the long sessions shall be designated as Final Review Week. The purpose of this week is to allow students sufficient time to prepare for final examinations. During this week, there shall be no scheduled activities such as required field trips or performances; and no instructor shall assign any themes, research problems or exercises of similar scope that have a completion date during or following this week unless specified in the class syllabus. During Final Review Week, an instructor shall not give any examinations constituting 10% or more of the final grade, except makeup tests and laboratory examinations. In addition, no instructor shall give any portion of the final examination during Final Review Week. During this week, classes are held as scheduled. In addition, instructors are not required to limit content to topics that have been previously covered; they may introduce new concepts as appropriate.

Emergency Exit Procedures: Should we experience an emergency event that requires us to vacate the building, students should exit the room and move toward the nearest exit, which is located [TBA]. When exiting the building during an emergency, one should never take an elevator but should use the stairwells. Faculty members and instructional staff will assist students in selecting the safest route for evacuation and will make arrangements to assist handicapped individuals.

E-culture policy: Besides office hours, email is the best way to contact me.  I will respond at my nearest convenience.  

NO LAPTOPS, NO HANDHELDS, etc. ARE ALLOWED DURING CLASS.    
The IDEAS Center (2nd Floor of Central Library) offers FREE tutoring to all students with a focus on transfer students, sophomores, veterans and others undergoing a transition to UT Arlington. Students can drop in, or check the schedule of available peer tutors at www.uta.edu/IDEAS, or call (817) 272-6593.

The English Writing Center (411LIBR): The Writing Center offers FREE tutoring in 15-, 30-, 45-, and 60-minute face-to-face and online sessions to all UTA students on any phase of their UTA coursework. Register and make appointments online at https://uta.mywconline.com. Classroom visits, workshops, and specialized services for graduate students and faculty are also available. Please see www.uta.edu/owl for detailed information on all our programs and services.

The Library’s 2nd floor Academic Plaza offers students a central hub of support services, including IDEAS Center, University Advising Services, Transfer UTA and various college/school advising hours. Services are available during the library’s hours of operation. http://library.uta.edu/academic-plaza
Week I (Aug. 22) Introduction 
Introduction to class
Readings:
material culture:
Peter N. Miller, “How Objects Speak,” The Chronicle of Higher Education, August 11, 2014:

http://chronicle.com/article/How-Objects-Speak/148177/
Tadeusz Barańczak, poem "If Porcelain,Then Only the Kind": 

http://poetryhoard.tumblr.com/post/21908908777/stanislaw-bara%C5%84czak-if-porcelain-then-only-the
spaces:

Greg Miller, "Inside the Secret World of Russia's Cold War Mapmakers," Wired Magazine: https://www.wired.com/2015/07/secret-cold-war-maps/ (feel free to peruse the book by Davies and Kent, The Red Atlas: How the Soviet Union Secretly Mapped the World, 2018, available as e-book at UTA Library: https://login.ezproxy.uta.edu/login?url=https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/utarl/detail.action?docID=4942177 
William Cronon, “The Riddle of the Apostle Islands” at: 

http://www.williamcronon.net/writing/Cronon_Riddle_Apostle_Islands.htm 

Week II (Aug. 29) Spatial History: Theory  
Henri Lefebvre, The Production of Space [1974] (1991), 1-67 

Karl Schlögel, In Space We Read Time [2003],xiii-xxiii, 8-11, 56-69, 97-104, 197-188, 215-228,  262-268, 321-349  
Mikhail Bakhtin, “Forms of Time and of the Literary Chronotope,” in The Dialogic Imagination: Four Essays, edited by Michael Holquist and Caryl Emerson, 84-258.  Austin: University of Texas Press, 1991. 

Week III (Sept. 5) Space and the Cold War
Greg Castillo, Intro and Chapt. 3, "Better Living Through Modernism," in Cold War On the Home Front.
David Crowley, “Warsaw’s Shops, Stalinism and the Thaw,” in Reid and Crowley eds., Style and Socialism, pp. 25-48. 
David Crowley, “Paris or Moscow? Warsaw Architects and the Image of the Modern City in the 1950s,” Kritika: Explorations in Russian and Eurasian History 9, no. 4 (2008): 769–98. 
Susan Reid, “Cold War in the Kitchen: Gender and the De-Stalinization of Consumer Taste under Khrushchev,” Slavic Review Vol. 61, no. 2 (Summer 2002): 211-252.
Reid, "The Soviet Pavilion at Brussels ’58: Convergence, Conversion, Critical Assimilation, or Transculturation?" The Cold War International History Project Working Paper #62 at: https://www.wilsoncenter.org/sites/default/files/WP62_Reid_web_V3sm.pdf 
Michael David-Fox, “The Iron Curtain as Semipermeable Membrane: Origins and Demise of the Stalinist Superiority Complex,” in Patryk Babiracki and Kenyon Zimmer, eds., Cold War Crossings: Travel and Exchange across the Soviet Bloc, 1940s-1960s (Texas A&M UP, 2014) 
Łukasz Stanek, "Introduction: the ‘Second World's’ architecture and planning in the ‘Third World’" and "Miastoprojekt goes abroad: the transfer of architectural labour from socialist Poland to Iraq (1958–1989)" in the special issue of Journal of Architecture, pp. 299-307 and 361-386
Week IV (Sept. 12) Material Culture: Theory 
Ian Woodward, Understanding Material Culture (2007), read chaps. 1-5, skim the rest of the book.
Leora Auslander, "Beyond Words," AHR vol. 110, no. 4 (October, 2005) 1015-1045 
Arjun Appadurai, "Introduction," and Igor Kopytoff, "The cultural biography of things:  commoditization as process," in Arjun Appadurai, ed.  The Social Life of Things (1986), 3-91. 
Week V (Sept. 19) Material Culture and the Cold War
100 Objects: Berlin During the Cold War (2017), TBA
Greg Castillo, Cold War on the Home Front: The Soft Power of Midcentury Design (2010), Chapt. 7 and Epilogue
Milena Veenis, "Consumption in East Germany: The Seduction and Betrayal of Things," Journal of Material Culture 4:1 (1999): 79-112
Nikolai Ssorin-Chaikov, "On Heterochrony: Birthday Gifts to Stalin, 1949," The Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute, Vol. 12, No. 2 (Jun., 2006), pp. 355-375. 
Victoria DeGrazia, Irresistible Empire, intro and chapt. 7, avail. as e-book at UTA Library: http://eds.b.ebscohost.com.ezproxy.uta.edu/ehost/ebookviewer/ebook?sid=8f749cc4-4c85-40d4-b19b-1d8aa4033c6b%40pdc-v-sessmgr04&vid=0&format=EB
Mary Neuberger, "Kebabche, Caviar or Hot Dogs? Consuming the Cold War at the Plovdiv Fair 1947–72," Contemporary European History 47 (1): 48-68.
Week VI (Sept. 26): no meetings; essay proposals due by 5pm (please slide them under my office door)
Week VII (Oct. 3): individual research, no group meetings 
Week VIII (Oct. 10): no meetings; bibliographies due by 5pm (please slide them under my office door)
Week IX (Oct. 17): individual research, no group meetings
Week X (Oct. 24): 1st page due IN CLASS; in-class peer critique of essay first pages
Week XI (Oct. 31): individual research, no group meetings
Week XII (Nov. 7): no meetings; first drafts of papers due by 5pm (please slide them under my office door)
Week XIII (Nov. 14) individual meetings to discuss draft papers
Week XIV: NO CLASSES (Thanksgiving break) 

Week XV (Nov. 28): mock conference presentations
Week XVI (Dec. 4): official last day of classes; final papers due IN CLASS
