Professor Amy Tigner

Carlisle 622

atigner@uta.edu
Office Hours T 1-2, Thursday Online, 1-2 , and by appointment
Class Hours: 3:30-4:50pm
Tuesday: Face-to-Face Class in PH 207
Thursday: Online Class
Shakespeare and Film 

Spring 2019
Hybrid In-class and Online course

English 4326-001
Why have so many film-makers around the world chosen to adapt Shakespeare for contemporary audiences and what have they sought to do with his works? In this class, we will begin to explore the complexities of Shakespearean adaptation by reading some of his best known plays and considering them in relation to a selection of film adaptations that engage the originals from a range of cultural and political perspectives. We will pay special attention to the cultural politics of producing Shakespeare in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries with respect to questions of race, gender, class, language, and colonialism. To what extent are Shakespeare’s plays or what some critics have called “the Shakespeare effect” problematic for these writers, and to what extent has “Shakespeare” provided a common language or meeting ground for larger cultural or political conversations?

This syllabus is subject to change by the instructor.
	Week
	Date
	Plays 
	Film
	Assignments Due

	1
	Tues. Jan. 15
In-class
	Introduction to Shakespeare
	
	

	
	Thurs. Jan. 17
Online
	Read Crowl pages 1-20
Introduction to text

Taming of the Shrew
	Film: Taylor and Burton, Dir. Zeffirelli

	Film 

Discussion Questions

	2
	Tues. Jan. 22
In-class
	Read Taming of the Shrew


	
	Play Synopsis Due 
Bring Observations notes on Crowl 1-20 to class

	
	Thurs. Jan. 24
Online
	Read Crowl pp. 21-40

Taming of the Shrew


	Film: Fredi Olster and Marc Signer

American Conservatory Theatre


	Film 

Discussion Questions

	3
	Tues. Jan. 29
In-class
	Taming of the Shrew

Read Crowl pp. 41-60

	
	Bring Observations notes on Crowl 21-60 to class (2 paragraphs—one for each chapter)

	
	Thurs. Jan.31
Online
	Taming of the Shrew

Read Crowl pp. 61-79

	Film 10 Things I Hate about You
	Film Discussion 
Questions

	4
	Tues. Feb. 5

In-class
	Taming of the Shrew 
Read Crowl pp. 80-97
Introduction to Close reading
	
	Bring Observations notes on Crowl 61-97 to class (2 paragraphs—one for each chapter)

	
	Thurs. Feb. 7

Online
	Taming of the Shrew
	Film: Shakespeare Retold
	Film Analysis due 



	5
	Tues. Feb. 12

In-Class
	Macbeth 

Close reading 
Exercise
	
	Play Synopsis Due



	
	Thurs. Feb.14

Online
	Macbeth

Read Crowl pp. 101-127


	Film: Dir. Goold, Patrick Stewart, 2010
	Film 

Discussion Questions



	6
	Tues. Feb. 19

In-class
	Macbeth

Read Crowl pp.128-144

	Film: Dir. Wilcox, Forbidden Planet, 1956
	Bring Observations notes on Crowl 101-144 to class (2 paragraphs—one for each chapter)

	
	Thurs. Feb. 21

Online
	Macbeth

Read Crowl pp.145-160

	Film: Dir. Kurasawa,  Throne of Blood, 1957
Here is the link to watch the film:

https://uta.kanopy.com/video/throne-blood-0

	Film 

Discussion Questions

	7
	Tues. Feb. 26

In-Class
	Macbeth
	Film: Shakespeare Retold 
	Bring Observations notes on Crowl 145-60 to class 

	
	Thurs. Feb. 28

Online
	Macbeth

Read Crowl pp.161-end

	Film Scotland PA
	

	8
	Tues. Mar. 5

In-class
	Macbeth

Midterm Review

	
	Bring Observations notes on Crowl 161-end to class

	
	Thurs. Mar.7

Online
	Midterm
	Midterm
	Midterm

	9
	Tues. Mar. 12
	Spring Break
	NO class
	

	
	Thurs. Mar. 14
	Spring Break
	NO class
	

	10
	Tues. Mar. 19 
	Hamlet
	
	Play Synopsis Due

	
	Thurs. Mar. 21

Online
	Hamlet
	Film: Dir. Doran
David Tennant 
	Film 

Discussion Questions 



	11
	Tues. Mar. 26
	Hamlet

Close reading
	
	

	
	Thurs. Mar. 28

Online
	Hamlet 
	Film: Dir. Kozensev Gamlet 
	Film

Discussion Questions 



	12
	Tues. Apr. 2
	Hamlet
	
	

	
	Thurs. Apr. 4

Online
	Hamlet
	Film: Dir. Stoppard Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead
	Film

Discussion Questions 



	13
	Tues. Apr. 9 
	Hamlet
	
	Film Analysis Due

	
	Thurs. Apr. 11

Online
	Midsummer Night’s Dream
	Film: Dir. Julie Taymor 2014
	

	14
	Tues. Apr. 16
	Midsummer Night’s Dream

No face to face class;
Online class 
	Film: Dir. Tom Gustafson

Were the World Mine 2008
	Play synopsis due

	
	Thurs. Apr. 18

Online
	Midsummer Night’s Dream
	Film: Dir. Michael Hoffman
	Discussion Question

	15
	Tues. Apr. 23
	Midsummer Night’s Dream
	
	

	
	Thurs. Apr. 25

Online
	Midsummer Night’s Dream
	 Film: Shakespeare Retold
	Discussion Question



	16
	Tues. April 30
	Midsummer Night’s Dream


	
	

	
	Thurs May 2

Online
	
	
	Final paper due, Midnight on Blackboard.


Assignments:

Play synopses:  Write 4 complete synopses of the plays (20%)
Analytical Film reviews:  Write 2 analyses 900-1000 words (each 10% for a total of 20 % )
Midterm (15%)

Online discussion (10%)

Final Long analytical paper:  2700-3000 words (20%)

Observation Notes and Homework Assignments(10%)

Participation (5%)

Text books:

Please buy the physical copy of this book and always bring the current text to class.

Taming of the Shrew, Pelican Edition, 

ISBN-10: 0143128620 

ISBN-13: 978-0143128625
Macbeth, Pelican Edition
ASIN: B01HC9U11Y

Hamlet, Pelican Edition

ASIN: B01K0TEYQ6

Midsummer Night’s Dream, Pelican Edition
ISBN-10: 0143128582 

ISBN-13: 978-0143128588

Shakespeare and Film: A Norton Guide by Samuel Crowl

· ISBN-10: 0393927652 ISBN-13: 978-0393927658

Readings:  You are required to read the plays in full on the first day it is due.  Be sure to bring your text to class and also be prepared to talk about the plays in class and on blackboard.

Observation Notes: prepare a one-paragraph single-spaced observation notes about each reading. In the observation notes, you will talk about what you think is most significant in the reading, that is what caught your attention or what you think is the most interesting/applicable. As we move through the semester, you will need to think about how Crowl's ideas and film terms apply to the films we are watching. Often you will be bring 2 sets of observation notes to class, so be sure to write one hefty single-spaced paragraph for each set of readings (usually a chapter). 

Film Screenings:  You are required to watch all of the films listed in the syllabus, which will be available to you through a link to the library.  You will need to watch the film early enough that you can answer the discussion questions by the end of class time of the day (each Thursday) that it is due. 
Play Synopses: Write a scene by scene synopsis; also include the line or lines that you find to be the most significant or intriguing in each scene.  Be sure that the writing is your own synopsis, rather than cutting and pasting or copying from SparkNotes or any other synopsis. Remember that I can (and do) check the online synopses, so please don’t be tempted to cheat. Remember plagiarism has serious consequences. Be prepared to talk about why you find the lines you have chosen for each scene.  The synopsis is due by the beginning of class on the day that it is due. I will not accept late synopses (which is why you get to take one pass). 

Film Analysis: Each essay should evaluate the film and give close analysis of its content, aesthetics, and techniques.  You should assume that your audience (the professor) has seen the film, so do not engage in plot summary.  An analysis that only consists of plot summary will earn a failing grade.  Also, do not rely on reviews of the same film that you find on the Internet, as this work should be original.  You may however cite from other sources and from the film, though you are not required to do so. If you do, be sure to use MLA style of formatting.
Close Reading paper: You will be asked to close read a passage from one of the plays that we have read thus far in the semester.  The assignment will provide a list of possible passages.  You will need to write a 900-1000 word paper, based on the rubric and the terms that we will cover in class. 

Midterm: The midterm will cover the first two plays that we have read in class and will also include close-reading terms and skills.  When the time is closer, I will tell you the exact format of the exam.  You will need to bring a large blue-book to class. You will want to spend the entire class time writing the exam, as you will need time to answer the short questions and to write and revise the essay question.

I will give homework assignments for you to turn in or for you to do during class; often the homework/in-class work will involve working in groups. I will pay attention to your class participation and grade you accordingly.  Speaking in class (though not over-talking) is encouraged and speaking develops thinking.

Online work: After watching the film for the day, you will be asked to answer discussion questions and participate in the online discussion.  Each class may be slightly different in format, so you will need to read the directions for the day. 
Grading Criteria and Objectives for Discussion Activities

	
	Possible points
	

	Student Response to Discussion Prompt 
	0-50
	Response to the prompt demonstrates an understanding of the text, answers at least 2 questions posed, and displays critical thinking and analysis about the issues presented. The response is also well organized, mostly free from grammar errors, and cites evidence from the text to support claims. 

	First Student Response to Peer Posting 
	0-25
	Response to peer posting demonstrates an understanding of the issues discussed in the post and engages in conversation with the issues presented. The response is also well organized, mostly free from grammar errors, and cites evidence from the text to support claims. 

	Second Student Response to Peer Posting
	0-25
	Response to peer posting demonstrates an understanding of the issues discussed in the post and engages in conversation with the issues presented. The response is also well organized, mostly free from grammar errors, and cites evidence from the text to support claims. 

	Total
	100
	


Please be prepared to discuss the texts and subjects at hand.  Make sure that you have read the material and thought about the texts. 

Final Paper: This research paper will require that you write about one of the plays and films that we have watched this semester and that you do research including 8-10 academic sources.  Your paper will be 2000-2500 words and should follow MLA style of formatting. I will provide prompts and more specifics concerning the paper approximately one month in advance of the due date.
Attendance: Attendance in this class is mandatory.  You can miss 2 physical classes without penalty, but you should save these days for when you are sick.  If you have taken class time off and then are sick, this time will be counted against you.  For each class that you are absent (beyond two) your final grade will be lowered half a point. Also, sleeping, texting, or emailing in class will not be tolerated.  If you find that you need to do any of these things in class, you will be asked to leave.  You are paying for your education, so you need to show up for it! For extreme cases of prolonged illness or family emergencies, you will need to speak to me so that we can work out an accommodation. 

Class time is a precious commodity, so please be punctual. You may be marked absent if you are more than ten minutes late to class.

Student Learning Outcomes:

Acquire Critical Reading and Writing Skills

Gain a Working Knowledge of Shakespeare and his World

Achieve Critical language and knowledge concerning Race and Gender

Obtain an Understanding of Performance Principles

Learn the value of Humanist Studies and the Liberal Arts

Drop Policy:  Students may drop or swap (adding and dropping a class concurrently) classes through self-service in MyMav from the beginning of the registration period through the late registration period. After the late registration period, students must see their academic advisor to drop a class or withdraw. Undeclared students must see an advisor in the University Advising Center. Drops can continue through a point two-thirds of the way through the term or session. It is the student's responsibility to officially withdraw if they do not plan to attend after registering. Students will not be automatically dropped for non-attendance. Repayment of certain types of financial aid administered through the University may be required as the result of dropping classes or withdrawing. For more information, contact the Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships (http://wweb.uta.edu/ses/fao).

Americans With Disabilities Act:  The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of federal equal opportunity legislation; reference Public Law 92-112 - The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended. With the passage of federal legislation entitled Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), pursuant to section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same opportunities enjoyed by all citizens.

As a faculty member, I am required by law to provide "reasonable accommodations" to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Student responsibility primarily rests with informing faculty of their need for accommodation and in providing authorized documentation through designated administrative channels.  Information regarding specific diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining academic accommodations can be found at www.uta.edu/disability.   Also, you may visit the Office for Students with Disabilities in room 102 of University Hall or call them at (817) 272-3364.

Academic Integrity: All students enrolled in this course are expected to adhere to the UT Arlington Honor Code:

I pledge, on my honor, to uphold UT Arlington’s tradition of academic integrity, a tradition that values hard work and honest effort in the pursuit of academic excellence. 

I promise that I will submit only work that I personally create or contribute to group collaborations, and I will appropriately reference any work from other sources. I will follow the highest standards of integrity and uphold the spirit of the Honor Code.

Instructors may employ the Honor Code as they see fit in their courses, including (but not limited to) having students acknowledge the honor code as part of an examination or requiring students to incorporate the honor code into any work submitted. Per UT System Regents’ Rule 50101, §2.2, suspected violations of university’s standards for academic integrity (including the Honor Code) will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. Violators will be disciplined in accordance with University policy, which may result in the student’s suspension or expulsion from the University.


Student Support Services Available:  UT Arlington provides a variety of resources and programs designed to help students develop academic skills, deal with personal situations, and better understand concepts and information related to their courses. Resources include tutoring, major-based learning centers, developmental education, advising and mentoring, personal counseling, and federally funded programs. For individualized referrals, students may visit the reception desk at University College (Ransom Hall), call the Maverick Resource Hotline at 817-272-6107, send a message to resources@uta.edu, or view the information at www.uta.edu/resources.
Electronic Communication: UT Arlington has adopted MavMail as its official means to communicate with students about important deadlines and events, as well as to transact university-related business regarding financial aid, tuition, grades, graduation, etc. All students are assigned a MavMail account and are responsible for checking the inbox regularly. There is no additional charge to students for using this account, which remains active even after graduation. Information about activating and using MavMail is available at http://www.uta.edu/oit/cs/email/mavmail.php.

Student Feedback Survey: At the end of each term, students enrolled in classes categorized as lecture, seminar, or laboratory shall be directed to complete a Student Feedback Survey (SFS). Instructions on how to access the SFS for this course will be sent directly to each student through MavMail approximately 10 days before the end of the term. Each student’s feedback enters the SFS database anonymously and is aggregated with that of other students enrolled in the course. UT Arlington’s effort to solicit, gather, tabulate, and publish student feedback is required by state law; students are strongly urged to participate. For more information, visit http://www.uta.edu/sfs.
Final Review Week: A period of five class days prior to the first day of final examinations in the long sessions shall be designated as Final Review Week. The purpose of this week is to allow students sufficient time to prepare for final examinations. During this week, there shall be no scheduled activities such as required field trips or performances; and no instructor shall assign any themes, research problems or exercises of similar scope that have a completion date during or following this week unless specified in the class syllabus. During Final Review Week, an instructor shall not give any examinations constituting 10% or more of the final grade, except makeup tests and laboratory examinations. In addition, no instructor shall give any portion of the final examination during Final Review Week. During this week, classes are held as scheduled. In addition, instructors are not required to limit content to topics that have been previously covered; they may introduce new concepts as appropriate. 

Grade Grievance Policy:  Any appeal of a grade in this course must follow the procedures and deadlines for grade-related grievances as published in the current undergraduate catalog; see http://wweb.uta.edu/catalog/content/general/academic_regulations.aspx#10; 
Emergency Exit Procedures: Should we experience an emergency event that requires us to vacate the building, students should exit the room and move toward the nearest exit. When exiting the building during an emergency, one should never take an elevator but should use the stairwells. Faculty members and instructional staff will assist students in selecting the safest route for evacuation and will make arrangements to assist handicapped individuals.

Useful Links:

The following is a list of commonly used library resources:

Library Home Page
http://www.uta.edu/library
Subject Guides
http://libguides.uta.edu
Subject Librarians
http://www-test.uta.edu/library/help/subject-librarians.php
Database List
http://www-test.uta.edu/library/databases/index.php
Course Reserves
http://pulse.uta.edu/vwebv/enterCourseReserve.do
Library Catalog
http://discover.uta.edu/
E-Journals
http://utalink.uta.edu:9003/UTAlink/az
Library Tutorials 
http://www.uta.edu/library/help/tutorials.php
Connecting from Off- Campus
http://libguides.uta.edu/offcampus
Ask A Librarian
http://ask.uta.edu
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