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HIST 5361-001: East Central Europe and the Modern World (graduate colloquium)
Dr. Patryk Babiracki
Email: babiracki@uta.edu

Class website: https://wordpress.com/view/eceandworld.wordpress.com
First three online meetings: Mondays, Preston Hall 307, 7-9.50 pm

*This class will be taught ONLINE* (see below)
Welcome to the class! 
The syllabus may be subject to minor modifications

Electronic version of the syllabus available on Blackboard and at Dr. Babiracki’s faculty profile page: 

https://www.uta.edu/mentis/public/#profile/profile/view/id/4111/category/1

Course Description: This course will examine recent scholarship dealing with the eastern stretches of the European continent and its relationship with the broader world between the eighteenth century and the present.  Themes to be explored include the ideological "making" of Eastern Europe in 18th century; the region's role in globalization; travels and exchanges between Eastern Europe and the rest of the world; migration; imperial relationships, experiences and legacies; Eastern Europe's economic "catching up" with the West; and the role of Eastern Europe in relations with Western Europe, USSR, US and the "Third World" during the Cold War.  

Format: The course will be taught online.  Students will be required to do readings regularly, just as in a class that meets every week.  Students will be required to contribute to class discussion in form of responses to each week's readings to be posted as "replies" to the professor's weekly postings of the image of the assigned book.  We will also meet for videoconferences several times.  We will be reading one monograph per week, but I also divided the readings into "clusters" to facilitate several Zoom videoconferences and discussion of broad themes.  We will have 5 (FIVE) videoconference meetings during the semester.   We will videoconference for the introduction, and during the remaining four online meetings we will be discussing a cluster of assigned works.  For each videoconference, you will need to be physically in class. 
We will be interacting in several types of online "spaces:" 1. via Zoom for our five videoconferences; 2. through the posts and responses on the course website on Wordpress.com; 3. via Blackboard for class-related announcements, and also our informal discussion board, where you can post, reply and create threads on any question related to the class.  4. For any class-related issues, email is the best way to contact me and I will try to respond within 24 hours.  I will be posting class-related announcements on Blackboard.
Readings: All texts listed on the syllabus are required and available for purchase at the UTA Bookstore and online
Assignments and Grading
1. Weekly response papers to the posts on the website (50% total; each response is worth 5%; you may choose to respond to ten out of eleven assigned works). These should be 500-550 words in length.  Students should post these response papers by 11:59 on the Sunday night before each scheduled class.  Students should post them as "replies" to my post, which will be simply the image of the assigned work.  As a moderator, I will "approve" the replies simultaneously by Monday at noon, and that's when they will become visible to everyone in our class.  The responses should not be summaries of the assigned readings.  They should be critical, informed and engaged reflections on the texts.  What problems are these authors addressing? Do they answer the questions they ask?  What questions could be asked about the subject, but aren't? What are the strengths and weaknesses of these texts?  You may also discuss what you like or don't like in the books, but: a) be sure to say why; b) do not overwhelm your responses with personal impressions of the works.
2. Two 6-8-pp. papers.  (30% total, 15% each).  Each paper should be devoted to one cluster of readings.  The papers should be submitted simultaneously in TWO WAYS: 1 via Blackboard's "Safe Assign" function; and 2. sent directly to me (babiracki@uta.edu).  The deadline is noon on the day that we are reading the last book of your chosen cluster (e.g. if you write a paper on Cluster II, you need to send it to me by noon on March 4).  There are four clusters, and you get to choose on which three you are writing your papers.  Students should use these papers to explore the themes of each cluster through comparisons and contrasts.  How do different books in each cluster address similar themes? How do they differ? Just like the weekly "response" assignments, the papers should not be summaries of the assigned readings. Unlike the weekly "response" assignments, the papers must include an argument, a thesis statement and short quotations as evidence.  When you quote the texts, use footnotes in Chicago style (no bibliography or title page are needed).  The papers should be double-spaced, font size 12.
3. Participation (20%).  This grade will include discussions during our videoconferences, as well as level of engagement with other classmates online.  The best way to earn credit here is to reply thoughtfully to one another's weekly responses (short responses are OK)! 
Instructions for accessing the website (https://wordpress.com/view/eceandworld.wordpress.com):

1. Get an account at Wordpress.com.  Please create user names that will make you immediately recognizable to me and other students: please strongly consider simply your first and last name.  In addition, please use a photo for your profile.  Our site will be private, by invitation only, meaning its contents won't be accessible to anyone from outside of the class.
2. Wait for an invitation from Dr. B.  It will appear in your inbox as "HIST 5361: East Central Europe and the Modern World," with the subject line: "Dr. B. invited you to become a contributor..." You will have status of "contributors" (I will be the "admin").  
3. Follow the instructions in your email.  The email will offer you a choice to "join" and, when you click it, it'll take you to the dashboard of the site.  The dashboard will look like this: 
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Attendance Policy: The University of Texas at Arlington, taking attendance is not required. Rather, each faculty member is free to develop his or her own methods of evaluating students’ academic performance, which includes establishing course-specific policies on attendance. As the instructor of this class, I have established following attendance policy:

We meet only five times, which is why it is important to attend all meetings.  Each absence will incur a penalty of one-third of the final grade (e.g. an “A” will become an “A-”; and an “A-” will turn into a “B+” etc.).   In other words, it is best to keep your “time off” for real emergencies and illness.

Disability Accommodations: UT Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of all federal equal opportunity legislation, including The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), The Americans with Disabilities Amendments Act (ADAAA), and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. All instructors at UT Arlington are required by law to provide “reasonable accommodations” to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of disability. Students are responsible for providing the instructor with official notification in the form of a letter certified by the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD). Students experiencing a range of conditions (Physical, Learning, Chronic Health, Mental Health, and Sensory) that may cause diminished academic performance or other barriers to learning may seek services and/or accommodations by contacting: 
The Office for Students with Disabilities, (OSD)www.uta.edu/disability or calling 817-272-3364.

Counseling and Psychological Services, (CAPS)www.uta.edu/caps/ or calling 817-272-3671.

Only those students who have officially documented a need for an accommodation will have their request honored. Information regarding diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining disability-based academic accommodations can be found at www.uta.edu/disability or by calling the Office for Students with Disabilities at (817) 272-3364.

Title IX: The University of Texas at Arlington does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, age, gender, sexual orientation, disabilities, genetic information, and/or veteran status in its educational programs or activities it operates. For more information, visit uta.edu/eos.For information regarding Title IX, visitwww.uta.edu/titleIX.

Academic Integrity: It is the philosophy of The University of Texas at Arlington that academic dishonesty is a completely unacceptable mode of conduct and will not be tolerated in any form. All persons involved in academic dishonesty will be disciplined in accordance with University regulations and procedures. Discipline may include suspension or expulsion from the University.
“Scholastic dishonesty includes but is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student or the attempt to commit such acts.” (Regents’ Rules and Regulations, Series 50101, Section 2.2)

Student Support Services Available: The University of Texas at Arlington supports a variety

of student success programs to help you connect with the University and achieve academic success. These programs include learning assistance, developmental education, advising and mentoring, admission and transition, and federally funded programs. Students requiring assistance academically, personally, or socially should contact the Office of Student Success Programs at 817-272-6107 for more information and appropriate referrals.

Expectations for Out-of-Class Study: Beyond the time required to attend each class meeting, students enrolled in this course should expect to spend at least an additional ## hours per week of their own time in course-related activities, including reading required materials, completing assignments, preparing for exams, etc.

Drop Policy: Students may drop or swap (adding and dropping a class concurrently) classes through self-service in MyMav from the beginning of the registration period through the late registration period. After the late registration period, students must see their academic advisor to drop a class or withdraw. Undeclared students must see an advisor in the University Advising Center. Drops can continue through a point two-thirds of the way through the term or session. It is the student's responsibility to officially withdraw if they do not plan to attend after registering. Students will not be automatically dropped for non-attendance. Repayment of certain types of financial aid administered through the University may be required as the result of dropping classes or withdrawing. For more information, contact the Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships (http://wweb.uta.edu/aao/fao/).

Campus Carry:  Effective August 1, 2016, the Campus Carry law (Senate Bill 11) allows those licensed individuals to carry a concealed handgun in buildings on public university campuses, except in locations the University establishes as prohibited. Under the new law, openly carrying handguns is not allowed on college campuses. For more information, visit http://www.uta.edu/news/info/campus-carry/
Student Feedback Survey: At the end of each term, students enrolled in classes categorized as “lecture,” “seminar,” or “laboratory” shall be directed to complete an online Student Feedback Survey (SFS). Instructions on how to access the SFS for this course will be sent directly to each student through MavMail approximately 10 days before the end of the term. Each student’s feedback enters the SFS database anonymously and is aggregated with that of other students enrolled in the course. UT Arlington’s effort to solicit, gather, tabulate, and publish student feedback is required by state law; students are strongly urged to participate. For more information, visit http://www.uta.edu/sfs.
Final Review Week: A period of five class days prior to the first day of final examinations in the long sessions shall be designated as Final Review Week. The purpose of this week is to allow students sufficient time to prepare for final examinations. During this week, there shall be no scheduled activities such as required field trips or performances; and no instructor shall assign any themes, research problems or exercises of similar scope that have a completion date during or following this week unless specified in the class syllabus. During Final Review Week, an instructor shall not give any examinations constituting 10% or more of the final grade, except makeup tests and laboratory examinations. In addition, no instructor shall give any portion of the final examination during Final Review Week. During this week, classes are held as scheduled. In addition, instructors are not required to limit content to topics that have been previously covered; they may introduce new concepts as appropriate.

Emergency Exit Procedures: Should we experience an emergency event that requires us to vacate the building, students should exit the room and move toward the nearest exit, which is located [TBA]. When exiting the building during an emergency, one should never take an elevator but should use the stairwells. Faculty members and instructional staff will assist students in selecting the safest route for evacuation and will make arrangements to assist handicapped individuals.

E-culture policy: We will have a chance to discuss course-related matters during our online meetings.  Apart from those times, email is the best way to contact me.  I will try to respond within 24 hours.  

The IDEAS Center (2nd Floor of Central Library) offers FREE tutoring to all students with a focus on transfer students, sophomores, veterans and others undergoing a transition to UT Arlington. Students can drop in, or check the schedule of available peer tutors at www.uta.edu/IDEAS, or call (817) 272-6593.

The English Writing Center (411LIBR): The Writing Center offers FREE tutoring in 15-, 30-, 45-, and 60-minute face-to-face and online sessions to all UTA students on any phase of their UTA coursework. Register and make appointments online at https://uta.mywconline.com. Classroom visits, workshops, and specialized services for graduate students and faculty are also available. Please see www.uta.edu/owl for detailed information on all our programs and services.

The Library’s 2nd floor Academic Plaza offers students a central hub of support services, including IDEAS Center, University Advising Services, Transfer UTA and various college/school advising hours. Services are available during the library’s hours of operation. http://library.uta.edu/academic-plaza
Schedule (videoconference days are marked with an asterisk*):
*Jan 14: intro to the course
CLUSTER I: EUROPE EAST AND WEST
Jan 21: no class--MLK holiday

Jan. 28: Larry Wolff, Inventing Eastern Europe: The Map of Civilization on the Mind of the Enlightenment (Stanford UP, 1994).
Feb. 4: Roman Koropeckyi, Adam Mickiewicz: The Life of a Romantic (Cornell UP, 2008)
*Feb. 11: Ivan Berend, Central and Eastern Europe 1944-1993: Detour from the Periphery to the Periphery (Cambridge UP, 1999)
CLUSTER II: EAST OF THE EAST
Feb. 18: Kate Brown, A Biography of No Place: From Ethnic Borderland to Soviet Heartland (Harvard UP, 2005)
Feb. 25: Katherine Jolluck, Exile and Identity: Polish Women in the Soviet Union during World War II (U of Pittsburgh, 2002)
*March 4: Marci Shore, Caviar and Ashes: A Warsaw Generation's Life and Death in Marxism, 1918-1968 (Yale UP, 2006)

March 11: no class-- spring vacation week

CLUSTER III: EAST-CENTRAL EUROPE AND "AMERICA"

March 18: Tara Zahra, The Great Departure:  Mass Migration from Eastern Europe and the Making of the Free World (W. W. Norton & Co., 2017)
March 25: Igor Lukes, On the Edge of the Cold War: American Diplomats and Spies in Postwar Prague (Oxford UP, 2012) 
April 1: Gregory Domber, Empowering Revolution: America, Poland, and the End of the Cold War (UNC Press, 2014)
CLUSTER IV: GLOBAL LIVES

*April 8 (videoconference today to discuss readings from March 18-April 1).  Keep reading:  Maya Jasanoff, The Dawn Watch: Joseph Conrad in a Global World (Penguin, 2017)

April 15: Artur Domosławski, Kapuściński: A Life (Verso, 2012)

*April 28 (videoconference to discuss Jasanoff, Domosławski and conclusion of the class) 
