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LETTER L

The Bifhop of Lonp onN's Letter to
the Malters and Miftrefles of Fa-

milies in the Englith Plantasions
abroad 5 Exhorting them to enconrage

and promote the Inflruttion of theiy
Negroes in the Chriftian Faith,

.!-
4

s ILE Care of the Plantations
EVs o abroad being committed to
the Bifhop of LoNnDpon as
to Religious Affairs; I have
thought it my Duty to make

particular Enquiries into the
State of Religion in thofe Parts, and to

learn, among other Things, what Numbers

of Slaves are employ'd within the f{everal
Governments, and what Means are ufed for

their Inftru&ion in the Chriftian Faith. I
find the Numbers are prodigioufly great ;
and am not a little troubled, to cbierve how
{mall a Progrels has been made in a Chr-
ftian Country, towards the delivering thofe
poor Creatures from the Pagan Darknels
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and Superftitition in which they were bled

and the making them Partakers of the nght
of the Gofpel, and of the Bleflings and Be-
nefits belonging to it. And, which is yet
more to be lamented, I hnd there has not

only been very little Procre(s made 1in the
Work, but that all Aftempt.r towards it have

been by too many induftrioufly difcouraged
and hinder’d ; partly, by magnitying the
Difficuities of the Work beyond what they

really are ; and partly, by miftaken Sugoreﬁmns '
of the hanO'e which Baptifmz would make in

the Condl_tlon of the Negroes, to the Lols and
Difadvantage of their Maﬁers.

I. As to the Difficulties ; it may be pleaded,
that the Negroes are grown Perfons when they
come over, and that having been accuftom’d
to the Pagan Rites and Idolatries of their
own Country, they are prejudiced againit all
nther Religions, and more particularly againft
the Chriftian, as forbidding all that Licentiouf-
nefs which is ufually practis’d among the
IHeathens. But it this were a good Argument
againft attempting the Converifion of Negroes,
it would follow, that the Gofpel is never to be
| furthelg pljopagat_ed than. it is at prefent; and
that no Endeavours are to be us’d for the
Converfion of Heathens, at any Time, or in

dIy;
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any Country whatfoever ; becaufe all Heathens
have been accuftom’d to Pagan Rites and
Idolatries, and to {uch vicious and licentious
Living, as the Chriftian Religion forbids. But
yet, God be thank’d, Heathens have been
converted, and Chriftianity propagated, in all
Ages, and almoft all Countries, through
the zeal and diligence of pious and good
Men; and this, without the Help of Mira-
cles. And if the prefent Age be as zealous
and diligent i purfuing the proper Means. of
Converfion, we have no Realon to doubt, but
that the divine Afliftance 1s; and will be, the
fame 1n all Ages.

But a further Difhculty is, that they are
utter Strangers to our Language, and we to
their’s ; and the Gift of Tongues being now
ccas’d, tuere is no Means left of inftru&ing
them in the Do&rines of the Chriftian Reli-
oion. And this, I own, is a real Difficulty,
as long as it continues,and as far as it reaches.
But, if I am rightly inform’d, many of the
Negroes, who are grown Perfons when they
come over, do of themielves attain {o much
of cur Language, as enables them to under-
ftand, and to be underftood, in Things which
concern. the ordinary Bufinefs of Life ; and
they who can. go fo far of their own accord,

mignt.
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might doubtlels be carried much further, if
proper Methods and Endeavours were us’d to
bring them to a competent Knowledge of our
Language, with a pious View to the inftru&-
ing them in the Do&rines of our Religion.
At leaft, fome of them, who are more capable
and more fertous than the reft, might be
eafily mnftructed both in our Language and
Religion, and then be made ule of to
convey Inftruction to the reft in their own
Language. And this, one would hope, may
be done with great Eale, wherever there is a
hearty and {incere zeal for the Work.

But whatever Dithculties there may be in
inftructing thofe who are grown ap before they
are brought over ; there are not the like Dif-
ficulties in the Cafe of their Children, who
are born and bred in our Plantations, who
have never been accuftom’d to Pagan Rites
and Superftitions, and who may eafily be train-
ed up, like all other Children, to any Lan-
cuage what{oever, and particularly to our own;;
if the making them good Chriftians be {in-
cerely the Defire and Intention of thofe, who
have the Property in them, and the Govern- |
ment over them.

But fuppofing the Difhculties to be much
oreater than I imagine ; they are not fuch as
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render the Work impoffible, {o as to leave no
Hope of any Degree of Succels; and nothing
lefs than an Jmpoffibility of doing any good at
all, can warrant our giving over and laying
afide all Means and Endeavours, where the
Propagation of the Gofpel, and the {aving of
Souls, are immediately concern’d.

Many Undertakings look far more imprac-
ticable before Trial, than they are afterwards
found to be in Experience; efpecially, where
there is not a good Heart to go about them:
And it is frequently obferv'd, that {mall Be-
ginnings, when purfued with Refolution, are
attended with great and furprizing Succefs.
But in no Cafe is the Succefs more great and
{furprizing, than when good Men engage in
the Caufe of God and Religion, out of a juft
Senfe of the ineftimable Value of a Soul, and
in a full and well-grounded Affurance, that
their honeft Defigns and Endeavours for the
promoting Religion, will be fupported by a
fpecial Blefling from God.

I am loath to think fo hardly of any €hri-
fiian Mafter, as to {fuppofe that he can dz/ibe-
rately binder his Negroes from being inftructed
in the Chriftian Faith; or, which is the fame
Thing, that he can, upon fober and mature
Confideration of the Cafe, finally refolve to

- deny
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deny them the Means and Opportunities of In-
ftruction:  Much lefs may. I believe, that he
can, after he has ferioufly weigh’d this Mat-
ter, permit them to labour on the Lord’s Day ;
and leaft of all, that he can put them under
a kind of Neceffizy of labouring on that Day,
to provide themlelves with the Coneeniencies of
Lite ; fince our Religion {o plainly teaches us,
That God has given one Day in {even to be
a Day ot Reft, not only to Man, but to the
Beafts ; That it is a Day which is appointed
by Him for the Improvement of the Soul, as
well as the Refrefhment of the Body ; and that
it 1s a Duty incumbent upon Mafters, to take
Care that all Perfons, who are under their
Government, keep this Day holy, and employ
it to the pious and wile Purpoles, for which
God our great Lord and Mafter intended it.
Nor can I think {o hardly of any Miflionary,
who fhall be defir'd by the Mafter to dire&
and aflift in the Inftru@ion of his Negroes
(either on that Day, or on any other, when
he {hall be more at Leifure,) as to fuppofc that
he will not embrace fuch Invitation with the.
utmoft Readinefs and Chearfulnefs, and give
all the Help that is fairly confiftent with the
necefiary Duties of his Fundtion, as a Pa-

rochial Minifter.
' If
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If '+ be faid, that no Time can be {par’d
from the daily Labour and Employment of
the Negroes, to inftruct them in the Chriftian
Religion ; this is in Effeét to fay, that no
Confideration of propagating the Golpel of
God, or Saving the Souls of Men, is to make
the kaft Abatement from the temporal Profit
of the Mafters; and that God cannot, or will
not, make up the little they may lofe in that
Way, by blefling and profpering their Under-
takings by Sea and Land, as a juft Reward of
their zeal for his Glory, and the Salvation of
Mens Souls. In this Cafe, I may well reafon
as St. Paw! does in a Cafe not unlike it, that
if they make you Partakers of their Temporal
Things, (of their Strength and Spirits, and
even of their Offspring) you ought to make
them Partakers of your Spiritual Things, tho’
it thould abate {fomewhat of the Profit which
you might otherwife receive from their La-
bours. And confidering the Greatne/s of the
Profit that is receivid from their Labours, it
might be hop’d that all Chriftian Mafters, thofe
efpecially who are poflefs’d of confiderable
Numbers, thould alfo be at {fome {mall Ex-
gence in providing for the Inftru&ion of thofe
poor Creatures; and that others, whofe Num-
bers are lefs, and who dwell in the {ame

B . Neigh- B
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Neighbourhood, fhould jeiz in the Expence
of a common Teacher, for the Negroes be-
longing to them. ‘The Society for Propaga-
ting the Gofpel in Foreign Parts, are { uthciently
fenfible of the great Importance and Neceflity
of fuch an eftablilh’d and regular Provifion
tor the Infirudion of the Negroes, and ear-
neftly with and pray, that it may pleafe God to
put it into the Hearts of good Chriftians, to
enable them to aflift in the Work, by feafonable
Contributions for that End ; but at prefent their
Fund does {carce enable them to anfwer the
many Demands of Miffionaries, for the Per-
tormance of Divine Service in the poorer Settle~
- ments, which are not in a Condition to main-
tain them at their own Charge.

IT. But it is further pleaded, that the Inftru-
&ion of Heathens in the Chriftian Faith, is in
order to their Baptiim; and that not only
the Téme to be allowed for Inftru&ing them,
would be an Abatement from the Profits of
their Labour, but alio that the Baptizing them
when initruéted, would deftroy both the Pro-
perty which the Mafters have in them, as
Slaves bought with their Money, and the Right
of felling them again at Pleafure ; and that
the making them Chriftians, only makes them
lefs diligent, and more ungovernable,

‘ To
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To which it may be very truly reply’d,
chat Chriftianity, and the embracing of the
Gofpel, does not make the lealt Alteration
in Civil Property, or D any of the Duties
which belong to Civil Relations; but in all
thefe Refpe&s, it continues Perfons jult in
the {ame State as it found them. The Free-
dom which Chriftianity gives, is a Freedom
from the Bondage of Sin and Satan, and {rom
the Dominion of Mens Lufts and Paflions
and inordinate Defires ; but as to their om-
ward Conditicn, whatever that was before,
whether bond or tree, their being baptiz'd,
and becoming Chriftians, makes no manner
of Change in 1t: As St. Paul/ has exprelly
told us, 1 Cor. vii. 20. where he is {peaking
dire&ly to this very Point, Let every Ma
abide in the fame Calling, wherein be was called ;
and at the 24th Verle, Lez cvery Man wherein
be is called, therein abide with God. And lo
far is Chriftianity from difcharging Men trom
the Duties of the Station and Condition 1n
which it found them, that it lays them un-
der ftronger Obligations to perform thofe
Duties with the greateft Diligence and Fidelity,
not only from the Fear of Men, but from a
Senfe of Duty to God, and the Belief and
Expeéation of a future Account. 5o that to

B 2 fay,
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fay, that Chriftiamty tends to make Men lefs
Obfervant of their Duty in any Refped&, is a
Reproach that it 1s very far from deferving ;
and a Reproach, that is confuted by the whole
Tenor of the Gofpel Precepts, which inculcate
upon all, and particularly upon Servants
(many of whom were then in the Condition
of Slaves) a faithful and diligent Diicharge
of the Duties belonging to their {everal Sta-
tions, out of Conicience towards God.: And
it is alfo confuted by our own Reaion,
which tells us how much more forcible and
conftant the Refwraint of Confcience 1s, than
‘the Reﬁraint Of Fear N alld la.& Of aﬂ,. it ia
confuted by Experience, which teaches us the
great Palue of thofe Servants who are truly
Religious, compared with thofe who have
no Senfe of Religion.

As to their being more ungovernable af-
ter Baptifm, than before; it is certain, that
the Gofpel every where enjoyns, not only
Diligence and Fidelity, but alfo Qbedience, for
‘Conicience Sake ;« and does not deprive Ma-
fters of any proper Methods of exforcing Obe-
dience, where they appear to be neceflary.
Humanity- forbids all- eruel and barbarous
Treatment of our Fellow-Creatures, and will
not fuffer us to confider a Being that is en-

dow'd.
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dow’d with Reafon, upon a Level with Brutes;
and Chriftianity takes not out of the Hands
of Superiors any Degrees of Striénefs and
Severity, that fairly appear to be neceffary
for the preferving Subjetion and Government.
The general Law, both of Humanity, and
of Chriftianity, 1s Kindnefs, Gentlenefs, and
Compalffion, towards all Mankind, of what
Nation or Condition {oever they be; and
theretore we are to make the Exercife of thofe
amiable Virtues, our Choice and Defire, and to
have Recourfe to fevere and rigorous Methods

unwillingly, and only out of Neceflity. Of
this Neceffizy, you your {elves remain the Judges,
as much after they receive Baptifm, as before ;
{o that 2%z can be in no Panger of {uffering
by the Change; and, as to Thenz, the greateft
Hardfhips that the moft fevere Mafter can
infli&¢ upon them, is not to be compard to
the Cruelty of keeping them in the State of
Heatheniim, and depriving them of the Means
of Salvation, as reach’d forth to a¥/ Mankind in
the Gofpel of Chrift. And, in Truth, cne great
Reafon why Severity is at all neceflary to
maintatn Government,. is the Want of Religion
in thofe who are to be govern’d, and who
therefore are not to be kept to their Duty by
any Thing but Fear and Terror ; than which

therc_:
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there cannot be a more uneafy State, either to
thofe who govern, or thole who are governed.
III. That thefe Things may make the grea-
ter Impreffion upon you, let me befeech you
to confider your felves not only as Mafters,
but as Chriftian Malters, who {tand oblig’d
by your Profeflion to do all that your Sta-
tion and Condition enable you to do, towards
breaking the Power oif Satan, and enlarging
the Kingdom of Chrift; and as having a
great Opportunity put into your Hands, of
helping-on this Work, by the Influence which
God has given you over {uch a Number of
Heathen Idolaters, who {hll continue under
the Dominion of Satan. In the next Place,
let me befeech you to confider T4em, not
barely as Slaves, and upon the fame Level
with labouring Beafts, but as Mes-Slaves and
Women-Slaves, who have the {ame Frame and
Faculties with your {elves, and have Souls
capable of being made eternally happy, and
Reafon and Underitanding to receive Inftru-
&ion in order to it. It they came from
abroad, let it not be faid, that they are as
far from the Knowledge of Chrift in a Chii-
ftian Country, as when they dwelt among
Pagan Idolaters. If they have been born
among you, -and have never breath’d any

Air
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Air but that of a Chrifian Countrey, let
them not be as much Strancers to Chrift,
as if they had been traniplanted, as foon as
born, into a Country of Pagan Idolaters.
Hoping that thefe and the like Confide-
rations will move vou to lay this Matter
{erioufly to Heart, and excite you to ufe the
beft Means in your Power towards {o good
and pious a Work ; I cannot omit to {ug-
geft to you one of the beft Motives that can
be us’d, for dilpofing the Heathens to em-
brace Chriftianity ; and that 15, #be good
Lives of Chriftians. Let them {ee, in you and
your Families, Examples of Sobriety, Tem-
perance and Chaftity, and of all the other
Virtues -and Graces of the Chriftian Life.
Let them oblerve how firi&tly you oblige
your {elves, and all that belong to you, to
abftain from Curfing and Swearing,  and to
keep the Lord’s-Day holy, and to attend
the publick Worthip of God, and the Or-
dinances which Chriit hath appointed in his:
Gofpel. Make them {enfible, by the general
Tenour of your Behaviour and Converfation,,
that your inward Temper and Difpofition.
is fuch as the Golpel requires, that is to:
{ay, mild, gentle, and merciful ; and that as
oft. as you exercife Rigour and Severity, it

18-
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is wholly owing to their Idlenefs or Obfti-
nacy. By thefe Means, you will open their
Hearts to Inftruéion, and prepare them to
receive the Truths of the Golpel ; to which
if you add a pious Endeavour and Comcern to
{ee them duly inftructed, you may become
the Inftrument of faving many Souls; and
will not only {ecure a Blefling from God
upon all your Undertakings in this World,
but entitle your felves to that diftinguifhing
Reward in the next, which will be given to
all thofe who have been zealous in their En-
deavours to promote the Salvation of Men,
and enlarge the Kingdom of Chrift. And
that you may be found in that Number at
the great Day of Accounts, is the fincere

Defire and earneft Prayer of

May 19,
X727, - '
Your faithful Friend,

Edm', London’.
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LETTER IIL

The Bifhop of LonNpON'"s Letter to
the MissioNaries @ the Englifh
Plansaiions 3 Exborting them to give
their Alfifiance towards the Inflruttion
of the Negroes of ther [everal
Parifbes, in the Chriftian Faith,

Goobp BROTHER,

O H @€ by the Accounts of Perfons
: X bs: 5%, who have come from thence,
ASAZAAEN that very little Progrefs hath
hitherto been made in the Converfion of
the Negroes to the Chriftian Faith; I have
thought it proper for me to lay before the
Mafters and Miftrefles the Obligations they
are under, to promote and encourage that
plous and neceflary Work. This I have
done in a Letter direé&ted to them; of which
you will receive {everal Copies, in order te

C be
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he diftributed to thefe who have Negroes in
your own Parifh ; and I muft entreat you,
when you put the Letter into their Hands,
to enforce the Defign of it by any turther
Arguments that you {hall think proper to be
ufed, and alfo to affure them of your own
Affiftance in carrying on the Work.

i am aware, that in the Plantations, where
the Parithes are of f{o large Extent, the
Care and Labour of the Parochial Mini-
fters muft be great; but yet I periwade
my f{elf, that many vacant Hours may be
fpar’d from the other Paftoral Duties; to be
beftow’d on this; and I cannot doubt of
the Readinefs of every Miffionary 1 his
own Parifh, to promote and further a Work
£5 charitable to the Souls of Men, and {o
agrecable to the great End and Defign of
his Mifiion.

As to thofe Minifters who have Negroes
of their own; I cannot but efteem it their
indifpenfable Duty: to ufe their beft Endea-
vours to inftru& them in the Chrftian Re-
ligion, in order to their being baptiz'd ; both
becaufe fuch Negroes are their proper and
immediate Care, and becaufe 1t 1s 1n vain
to hope that other Mafters and Miftrefies

will ﬁ_#
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will exert themfelves in this Work, if they
{ee it wholly neglected, or but coldly pur-
fu’d, in the Families of the Clergy. So that
any Degree of Negle&t on your part in the
Inftru&tion of your own Negroes, would not
only be the with-holding from 7#bemz the in-
eftimable Benefits of Chriftianity, but would
evidently tend to the obftruting and de-

| feating the wbale @eﬁgiz, in every other Fam- .

mily.

I would alfo hope, that the Schoolmafters
in the feveral Parifhes, part of whofe Bufi-
nefs it is to inftru& Youth in the Principles
of Chnftianity, might contribute {fomewhat
towards the carrying on this Work; by
being ready to beftow upon it fome of their
Leifure time, and elpecially on the Lord’s-
Day, when both they and the Negroes are
moft at Liberty, and the Clergy are taken-
up with the publick Duties of their Funchion.
Tho’ the Afliftance they give to this pious

Defign, fhould not meet with any Reward
frc Men; yet their Comfort may be, that

it s the Work of God, and will afluredly

be rewarded by him; and the lefs they are

¢*igd to this on Account of any Reward
aey receive from Men, the grearsr will their
| Re~ -
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Reward be from the Hands of God. 1
muft theretore intreat you to recommend
it to them in my Name, and to dl{pom them
by all proper Arguments and Perfwafions to
turn their Thoughts ferioufly to 1, and to
be rcady to offer and lend their Afliftance,
at their T.ellure Hours.

And {o, not doubting of your rcady and
zealons Concurrence in promoting this im-
portant Work, and earneftly begoing a Blef-
{ing from God upon this, and all your other
Paftoral Labours, I remain

May 19.
1927,

Your affe&ionate Friend

and Brother,

Ediw’. Londund’.




