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         (This syllabus is not a contract, expressed or implied, and may be amended by the instructor.) 

Summer 2019
Section 001

TTH   10:30 - 12:30 a.m.
    
TBA
       
Instructor:

Brad Loper
Faculty Profile:

https://www.uta.edu/mentis/profile/?8542
Office Hours:

FAB 128




MTWTh 
9:45 a.m. – 10:25 a.m.  (or by appointment)

Mailbox:

118 FA – Department of Communication main office

E-mail:


loper@uta.edu 
Phone:


(817) 272-2163 – Department of Communication main office number
Texts:


Writing and Reporting News by Carole Rich 8th ed. 



[This book must be brought to class each day.] 



The Associated Press Stylebook    (2018 edition)

Course Description:

A survey of the basic theories and techniques required when writing for print media, World Wide Web, and public relations will be presented.  The class will consist of some lecture followed by practice/lab with assignments that will reflect topics covered during the reading and lecture.  This course will provide students with a basic information gathering and writing foundation in the areas of news for print, online, Web, and public relations releases.  A partial list of topics to be covered is:


News—what is “news” and how to determine its values




Accuracy—both factual and grammatical






Writing a “hard news” story



Law and ethics

Interviewing techniques




Basic news research


The Internet and the World Wide Web


Public Relations writing










Course Goals and Objectives:

· To introduce students to the definitions of news, basic media writing, research and interviewing skills and responsible/ethical journalism

· To enable the students to attain the basic information necessary for further study in mass communication

· To provide the students with introductory skills in the field of mass communication

· To create a foundation for advanced levels of study and learning in mass communication

Learning Outcomes:


The student will be able to:

· explain the concepts of news and news values

· demonstrate a fundamental knowledge of basic grammar and Associated Press Style 

· discuss current news events

· analyze the basics of a news story

· explain the basics of a feature story

· conduct research for use in mass communication

· design interviews for use in mass communication

· delineate between news and information for print and for internet
· implement the basic characteristics of convergence
· recognize the major tenets of journalistic law

Assumptions:

The instructor assumes that the student:

· will learn the information outside of the classroom setting if the student is absent

· has the necessary skills to go to Blackboard for notes, examples, practices, formats
· will monitor his/her own grade/average weekly

· has the ability to contact the instructor via UTA email for questions or concerns

· employs the basic tools for writing a correct, complete English sentence and paragraph structure.
· can purchase and read the textbooks

· will be able to actively focus and participate in class and outside of class 
· has access to a computer and a printer and is responsible for the use of both
Supplies:

a current UTA i.d.           access to Blackboard          a student account with available funds
Students are required to have an appropriate method with which to save work.  Computer error will not be accepted as a reason for lost work, if the student has not saved the work.  Computers will freeze and bomb — it is the student’s responsibility to make certain work is saved as it is written.  As computers in some of the labs are different in their hardware and brand, it is the student’s responsibility to have the correct disk or drive on which to save his/her work.  Backup discs or drives are wise as well.
Final Grade Average in the Course will be based on:

     
Assignments   40% 
      

(4) Major Writing Assignments

AP Style Quizzes 20%

(7) AP Style Quizzes with (1) lowest grades dropped


Current Events Quizzes   10%
(8) Current Events Quizzes with (1) lowest grades dropped

Tests   20%

       

(3) Test from select chapters from the text and lectures

Grammar Component   10%   

Multiple grammar exercises. One each week through the semester.
PLEASE NOTE: I do not calculate the Final Grade in Blackboard for this course.  I will hand back graded writing assignments, AP Style quizzes, current events quizzes and tests. I will hand out a grade form at the beginning of the semester for students to keep track of the overall grade. A PDF of this form will also be posted under course materials in Blackboard. Following this form will help you determine your Final Grade. 
Assignments:
40% 

The major component of this grade will come from the average of four (4) stories written by the student. (40%)

Part of the assignment grade will come from homework assigned in class. Assignments include, but are not limited to, concept practice, work samples (written and computer-based), active participation, class preparation, and assigned readings. 

All assignments must be turned in typed.  Handwritten assignments will not be accepted.
The writing center in the Library is available for grammatical help. Please see “Writing Center” below.
Homework and class participation will count as a participation grade. These grades will serve as a BONUS or DEDUCTION within the Assignments Grade. Up to 15 points can be obtained, or lost, within the writing assignment grade before averaging. There will be an additional Bonus Writing Assignment that will be discussed later in the semester.

Because of these additional opportunities for Bonus/Extra Credit, no additional extra credit will be available.
Students are expected to keep track of their performance throughout the semester and seek guidance from available resources if their performance drops below satisfactory levels. I do not post grades in Blackboard, but all writing assignments and quizzes are handed back, so it is easy to keep track of where you stand. I will hand out a Grade Tally Form at the beginning of the semester.
AP Style Quizzes.  20% from 8 quizzes.
We will have 6-8 AP Style Quizzes to find errors in text using the AP Style Guide and the handout provided in class. There will be two practice quizzes in addition to the 6-8 in class. The practice quizzes will be graded and returned, but that grade will not count towards the eight. There are no make-up quizzes given. If you miss, it will be recorded as a zero. The lowest grade will be dropped, so if you miss a day it will not dramatically impact your grade. Eight grades will count towards the grade.  
Tests 20% from 3 Test
Three examinations will be given during the course and will cover material from the textbook, lectures and discussions.  All exams will consist of true/false and multiple-choice questions.  The exams may be given prior to lecture, and then regular lecture may be held.         
Current Events Quizzes   10% from 7-9 quizzes.
Twelve quizzes will be given during the course and will cover material from the Tuesday and Thursday editions of the Fort Worth Star-Telegram’s A section. The A section is the first section of the newspaper. One of the best ways to learn story structure is to read how professionals do it. Every student in the communication department should read news everyday regardless of major. Newspapers are available free of charge at the main entrance to the Fine Arts Building next to the Communication Department office. Other stands are available across campus. There is a PDF map that shows locations on campus available under course materials.
All quizzes will consist of true/false and multiple-choice questions.  The quizzes will be given prior to lecture, and then regular lecture and/or lab will be held. There are no make-up quizzes given. If you miss, it will be recorded as a zero. The drop the lowest grade will be dropped, so if you miss a day it will not dramatically impact your grade.
Grammar Component: 
   10%
There will be weekly grammar exercises throughout most of the semester including homework exercises and quizzes on the following items:

Parts of speech
Parts of a sentence
Word usage (including confusing words)
Commas/punctuation
Verbs (including active/passive voice)
Modifiers (including misplaced modifiers)
Pronouns (including noun/pronoun agreement)
Subject/verb agreement
Possession
Parallel structure
At the beginning of February, March and April the grammar component for that month will open with links to various online practice exercises. Students will complete these exercises on their own. We will discuss each section in class and at the end of each month (sometimes the first day of the next month), there will be a quiz in Blackboard to be completed. The quiz schedule will be posted on the calendar in Blackboard. The average of the three quizzes will count 10 percent of the overall grade.

THERE IS NO FINAL EXAM FOR THIS CLASS
Attendance:  At The University of Texas at Arlington, taking attendance is not required but attendance is a critical indicator in student success. Each faculty member is free to develop his or her own methods of evaluating students’ academic performance, which includes establishing course-specific policies on attendance. As the instructor of this section, my philosophy is that your attendance is vital for the successful completion of the course requirements.  A sign in sheet or roll will be taken each class meeting.  If you miss class due to official representation of the University in an authorized activity, you must supply the necessary documentation to me before that event.  If you, or a family member becomes seriously ill and you miss class, it is your responsibility to notify and provide documentation to me as soon as you return to class.  You are responsible for work missed during your absence.  An absence on a due date does not justify a late assignment.  No make-up work will be given if absent.
 
After four (4) unexcused absences, a point will be deducted from your Writing Assignment average.  For example, if at the end of the semester you have seven absences [four free, three additional at 1 point each], your assignment grade will be reduced by three points. So, an 82 on your assignment average will become a 79.
 
If you fade out of the course it is your responsibility to drop officially.  You will NOT be dropped for non-attendance. 

Deadline Policy:

Students are expected to meet all deadlines.  Late work will not be accepted.  Deadlines occur before, during and after class time. Computer access and/or printer availability are not acceptable reasons for failure to meet deadlines.
Since meeting deadlines is common in all forms of mass media writing, students must complete assigned writing by the end of each class unless a longer deadline is set on the assignment.  
In-Class Laboratory:

Writing assignments, worksheets and practices will be assigned to compliment lectures/ discussion.  Writing will be graded on how well students apply news values, accuracy (both factual and grammatical), style rules, relevant content, and the ability to meet deadlines.  If applicable, make-up assignments must be completed within one week of the absence whether a grade is to be assigned to the project/paper or not.
Grading Written Assignments

As we move through the media writing and journalistic writing process, each student will need to demonstrate an understanding of the points covered. The grading will be broken out into segments. Each segment is assigned a specific number of points. These segments will add up to 100. You will receive points for how well you complete each segment. These points are then added together to obtain the writing grade before errors. A format page will be provided for each writing assignment that will identify points available for each segment.

AP Style and grammatical mistakes count two points off each, even if you miss the same thing multiple times.

Misspelling a sources name in a story will be 20 points off.

Misidentifying a sources title in a story will be five points off.
Each factual error will be five points off. 

Run on sentences or sentence fragments will result in a five-point deduction.
Lack of attribution will result in a five-point deduction.
The writing grade minus the mistakes noted above will give you the final grade for that writing assignment.

Double and Triple check all facts in a story.


Attention-getting, smooth, flowing writing is what all writers try to achieve.  However, bad grammar and incorrect AP Style is a barrier to this.  By this point in her/his education, a student should be proficient in grammar.  

A grade is not an award; it’s an evaluation.  A grade says nothing about the character of the student, and it is not predicated on his/her willingness to work hard.  [Certainly, hard work and better-than-average grades are often correlated, but a grade is not solely an indication of hard work.]

In placing grades on written assignments, a judgment is made about the entire piece of writing.  Even if every word is spelled correctly, every piece of punctuation is in its proper place, every style rule observed, and every dictate of form carried out, the writing still may merit a C.  It’s got to do something more to merit a B or A.  Points are added to 75 when the student does more than simply doing what he/she has been asked to do.

A grade is an evaluation of the work that a student turns in.  It is an honest assessment on the total merits of the completed assignment.



CLEAR, CONCISE, ACCURATE
Expectations for Out-of-Class Study: Beyond the time required to attend each class meeting, students enrolled in this course should expect to spend at least an additional six hours per week of their own time in course-related activities, including reading required materials, completing assignments, preparing for exams, etc.
Institution Information

UTA students are encouraged to review the below institutional policies and informational sections and reach out to the specific office with any questions. To view this institutional information, please visit the Institutional Information page (http://www.uta.edu/provost/administrative-forms/course-syllabus/index.php) which includes the following policies among others:

· Drop Policy
· Disability Accommodations
· Title IX Policy

· Academic Integrity
· Student Feedback Survey

· Final Exam Schedule
Additional Information

Emergency Exit Procedures: Should we experience an emergency event that requires us to vacate the building, students should exit the room and move toward the nearest exit, which is:

Room TBA: We will exit to the left and down the stairs immediately to the right. If that way is blocked, we will head right out of the classroom, down around the hall at a slight left and down the stairs.

When exiting the building during an emergency, one should never take an elevator but should use the stairwells. Faculty members and instructional staff will assist students in selecting the safest route for evacuation and will make arrangements to assist individuals with disabilities.
Student Support Services: 

UT Arlington provides a variety of resources and programs designed to help students develop academic skills, deal with personal situations, and better understand concepts and information related to their courses. Resources include tutoring by appointment, drop-in tutoring, mentoring (time management, study skills, etc.),  major-based learning centers, counseling, and federally funded programs. For individualized referrals, students may call the Maverick Resource Hotline at 817-272-6107, send a message to resources@uta.edu, or view the information at Resource Hotline (http://www.uta.edu/studentsuccess/success-programs/programs/resource-hotline.php).
IDEAS Center:
The IDEAS Center (https://www.uta.edu/ideas/) (2nd Floor of Central Library) offers FREE tutoring and mentoring to all students with a focus on transfer students, sophomores, veterans and others undergoing a transition to UT Arlington. Students can drop in or check the schedule of available peer tutors at www.uta.edu/IDEAS, or call (817) 272-6593.
The English Writing Center (411LIBR):

The Writing Center offers FREE tutoring in 15-, 30-, 45-, and 60-minute face-to-face and online sessions to all UTA students on any phase of their UTA coursework. Register and make appointments online at the Writing Center (https://uta.mywconline.com). Classroom visits, workshops, and specialized services for graduate students and faculty are also available. Please see Writing Center: OWL for detailed information on all our programs and services.
The Library’s 2nd floor Academic Plaza (http://library.uta.edu/academic-plaza) offers students a central hub of support services, including IDEAS Center, University Advising Services, Transfer UTA and various college/school advising hours. Services are available during the library’s hours of operation.
Librarian to Contact:

Each academic unit has access to Librarians by Academic Subject that can assist students with research projects, tutorials on plagiarism and citation references as well as support with databases and course reserves. 

Emergency Phone Numbers

In case of an on-campus emergency, call the UT Arlington Police Department at 817-272-3003 (non-campus phone), 2-3003 (campus phone). You may also dial 911. Non-emergency number 817-272-3381
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