Spring 2013 Syllabus
BIOL1433

Getting Help: Course content questions should be directed to Dr. Henry at biol1433@uta.edu, or if necessary he may be reached by phone at (817) 272-7223. For technical support, contact the Office of Information Technology: 817-272-2208 or helpdesk@uta.edu. 
Synopsis of Important Points:  
• The ‘lecture’ course is entirely online under course content. Your at-home lab comes in a 
    kit to be ordered. Instructions are at the end of this syllabus. 
• Proper computer access, web carrier and computer skills are necessary.
• No orientation is necessary & all information is provided online.
• Reading the syllabus is essential for doing well in this course.
• No textbook, or proctors are required for the ‘lecture’. There is a CD with the LabPaq kit.
• All testing is done online. Lab reports must be attached to the assignments page
• All chapter quiz and module exam deadlines end at 11:55 PM CST.
• There are no exemptions from quizzes, exams and lab reports; they all must be done if you
    want credit for them.
• As this is a self-paced course with access to all instruction, reviews are up to you.
• The challenging questions at the end of your chapters are not a requirement, but a 
    challenge to your understanding of the chapters.
• Time limits must be met, unless otherwise approved by the professor.
• Tests (quizzes & exams) are timed in order to assess your grasp of the material without the advantage of looking up the answers. 
• Points will be deducted for exceeding time limits.
• Quizzes and exams that exceed the time limits will automatically receive an exclamation
    point (!) until overtime can be assessed and the grade posted.
• Students must complete the quiz/exam the first time it is launched.
• Stopping in the middle of a timed test is not an option.
• You must hit submit at the end of your quiz/exam for official submission.
• Testing and lab report deadlines must be met or will result in a zero.
• The quiz and exam questions are taken directly from the course content.
• Reporting errata can earn extra points should any inconsistency be acknowledged &
     corrected, by sending specific information to your instructor by email.
• Please include your name and course number (1433) with all e-mail messages.
• If you sign up for the course with one e-mail address and name, that is your e-mail address 
    and name for the entire course.
• Your at-home laboratory portion of this course is available through LabPac and is
    explained in the following pages.
• It is against University policy to email, telephone, or otherwise send electronic information
    concerning student grades.
• Test questions must be answered one at a time without backtracking. Backtracking will 
   cause you to be locked out of your test. 
· If you are ever locked out of a test, email your instructor for a reset.
· Access to the review of quiz answers is limited to the first module.  
Course Description: Reading this syllabus is essential for succeeding in this course!
Biology is the science of life, and a wide-ranging science it is. Some biologists study entire ecosystems; others delve into interactions of just a few molecules in a single organism. Some biologists look billions of years into the past, seeking the origin of life on Earth; others work to find commonality among the astonishing array of living things now on our planet. Such variety makes biology a broadly encompassing science; a biologist may need to rely on physics, chemistry, oceanography, geology, mathematics, climatology, computer science, and more, in addition to the essential core body of biological knowledge. In this course, we introduce you to that core body of biological knowledge. We explore the molecular interactions that make life possible, the flow of energy through living things, the unity and diversity of life on Earth, the structures and functions of organisms, and the processes of evolution that inform all modern biological thought.
Prerequisites: There are no prerequisites for this introduction to biology for non-science majors.
Welcome from Dr. Henry: Welcome to the science of life; the study of living organisms, to which we all are inseparably adjoined. Biology seeks to understand the structure (anatomy), function (physiology), origin, evolution, and distribution of living things. Your efforts here will provide you knowledge of botany, zoology, and all their numerous subdivisions, from microbiology to population genetics.  Current news headlines are filled with biological topics concerning the genome project, stem cell research, cloning, bioterrorism, and even extraterrestrial biology. While this introductory course will not make you an expert on these subjects, it will give you a working knowledge of contemporary topics; help you make informed decisions; and may even set you on a path to further scientific inquiry. It is my sincere hope that your foray into the study of life is as valuable and enlightening to you as it was to me on my first excursion into biology. It instilled in me an unquenchable thirst for knowledge. As this course will also be a new experience in distance education for many of you, I would like to reassure you that you are not alone. Technical support is always available to you and I, of course, will be available should you need assistance or have questions.
About Dr. Henry: Dr. Timothy L. Henry is Honors College Assistant Dean and Adjunct Professor of Biology at the University of Texas at Arlington. He graduated from Baylor University with concentrations in Biology, Communications, and Comparative Religions. Dr. Henry attended Baylor College of Dentistry, and was in private practice for ten years before embarking on a teaching career. As a member of the UTA College of Science Health Professions Advisory Committee, he counsels students in pursuit of medical and dental careers. In 2000, Dr. Henry was awarded the UTA Provost’s Award for Excellence in Teaching. In 2002 and 2003 he was director of judging for the Exxon/Mobil Texas Science and Engineering Fair hosted by UTA at the Arlington Convention Center. Dr. Henry is a mentor and board member of the UTA Leadership Academy. He teaches introductory online biology courses, human anatomy & physiology courses, graduate level science education and honors science philosophy courses at UTA. He is currently collaborating with colleagues on developing new distance education formats.
Contact Information and Office Hours: E-mail: biol1433@uta.edu Phone: (817) 272-7223 Office: Life Science Building, Rm. 232 Office Hours: M&Tu 2:00-3:30 PM During the week, response time to email and phone messages will be within 24 hours. If your instructor will be unable to respond in that time frame, he will post a message to the class discussion board.
Assignments:
Chapter Quizzes - At the end of each chapter you are required to take a chapter quiz. Each chapter quiz contains 10 multiple-choice questions. Chapter quizzes may be found by clicking on the Testing link from the course home page. The 16-chapter quizzes count for 26% of your overall grade.  Each chapter quiz is worth 16.25% of your overall grade.
Modular Exams - The course is divided into four modules (sections). Four modular exams will be taken after finishing a module. The modular exams will consist of 50 multiple-choice questions. The four modular exams are collectively worth 27% of your overall grade. Each modular exam is worth 6.75 % of your overall grade. 
Final Exam - Your final exam will consist of 100 multiple-choice questions covering all chapters, and counts as 27% of your grade.
Laboratory Reports - Six laboratory reports count as 20% of your overall grade. Each laboratory report will be scored utilizing the following percentages:
       SECTION 1 Title Page (5%), Abstract (10%), Hypothesis (10%), Procedures (10%),
         Observations (25%) = 60%
     	SECTION 2 Analysis = 20%
     	SECTION 3 Conclusions =20% 
Students should allow up to two weeks to receive their LabPaq laboratory kit. To ensure you receive it on time please place your order LabPaq order ASAP (instructions follow).
Time Limits - All Chapter Quizzes and Exams have the following time limits: 
Chapter Quizzes – 10 minutes [each minute over the time limit is worth 10 points]
Module Exams – 60 minutes [each minute over the time limit is worth 1.66 points]
Final Exam – 2 hours [each minute over the time limit is worth .833 points]
The time limits on quizzes and exams were put in place in order to assess student knowledge of the readings without the ability of simply looking up the answers. Exceeding these time limits will result in point deductions from your score.
Deadlines - All Chapter Quizzes, Exams and laboratory reports have closing dates. These are listed on your course calendar on this syllabus. You may work at your own pace, provided you comply with the dates course work is due. All closing dates are set at 11:55 PM Central Standard Time. Do not fall behind. Exceeding the closing date deadlines will result in a zero on that particular test or laboratory report.
Overdue Coursework  - If you have exceeded the course calendar deadlines for taking a quiz, exam or lab report, it is up to your instructor to allow access to take it. In order to receive access to overdue class work, you must have a legitimate justification, otherwise that test or lab report counts as a zero.
Laboratory - You will need to purchase the 6-experiment LP-0298-BK-01 (BK-101-A) from www.HOLscience.com. order it as soon as possible as it takes two weeks for delivery.
Discussion:
The course homepage has a link to the Discussion Board. While discussions are not a requirement, they are encouraged as a vehicle for communicating class information with others that are participating in your online class. Introductory biographical postings are encouraged by all participants in order for the class to become acquainted and support one another. Please tell something unique about yourself that may be of interest to others. While participation in the discussion board is not a requirement, it can be an important source for assistance and cohesion in ensuring success in this course.
Grading Scale:
           	A 90-100%
           	B 80-89%
           	C 70-79%
           	D 60-69%
           	F 59% and below
There will be no extra point assignments, so please don’t ask.
It is against University policy to email or telephone grade information.
Evaluation:
    	16 Chapter Quizzes..................... 26%...............  26 points [1.625 points each out of 100]
      	 4 Modular Exams........................ 27%...............  27 points [6.75 points each out of 100]
      	 1 Comprehensive Final............ 27%................  27 points [27 points each out of 100]
     	 6 Laboratory Reports............... 20%................  20 points [3.333 points each out of 100]
                                            Total        100%...............100 points 
In order to figure your average, just multiply your grades by the above percentages then add. 
Do not ask your instructor to do it for you!  
Course Material:
The content of this course, titled The Pageant of Life, is a collaborative effort by biologists:
   	Dr. James Grover, College of Science Associate Dean, Associate Professor of Biology
   	Dr. Tim Henry, Honors College Assistant Dean, Biology Professor of Practice 
Course Format:
Chapters - This course website is composed of sixteen chapters divided into four parts (modules) that you will be required to work through. Each chapter contains a number of addenda questions and web links to aid in your understanding of topics. You may work at your own pace finishing chapter tests and modular exams early should you so choose. Deadlines are set to keep you up to pace in order for you not to fall behind. The comprehensive final exam is offered only during finals period near the end of the course.
Chapter Quizzes - Each chapter will require an online test of 10 multiple-choice questions that will collectively account for 26% of your overall grade. Consider your chapter tests practice for your four modular exams. You may only take each quiz one time. 
Modular Exams - Each section of chapter quizzes (there are four) will be followed by a modular exam that will collectively count for 27% of your overall grade. The modular exams will consist of 50 multiple-choice questions that cover the preceding chapters quizzes of that section (see your course calendar). Consider your modular exams and chapter quiz content a good practice for your comprehensive final. You may only take each test one time, so be sure you are ready.
Final Exam - The comprehensive online final exam will account for 27% of your overall grade in this course. This exam will consist of 100 multiple-choice questions, and will only be offered during finals period at the end of the course.
Laboratory - The laboratory consists of six experiments requiring reports that account for 20% of your grade. You will need to purchase your laboratory kit LP-0298-BK-01 (BK-101-A) from LabPaq at www.HOLscience.com. Order it as soon as possible as delivery may take two weeks. 
Errata - Should you discover any errors, you may receive extra credit for reporting it by e-mail to the Biology 1433 e-mail address: biol1433@uta.edu. Subject: 1433 Errata. Be sure to include chapter, page, paragraph and sentence. 
Communication - You will have two primary ways to communicate with your instructor and fellow classmates in this course. To communicate exclusively with your instructor, e-mail him at biol1433@uta.edu. Subject: Biol1433. To communicate with classmates about course content, use the Discussion page on Blackboard.
Discussion Board - If you think that your questions or comments may help other students, or if you want to ask your fellow students for help, you may use the General Discussion folder on the Discussion Board located on the course home page. You should introduce yourself to your classmates here by posting a short biography. The Discussion Board is for discussing course content; it is not a social network.
Course Policies:
ADA Statement - The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of federal equal opportunity legislation; reference Public Law 93112 - The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended. With the passage of new federal legislation entitled Americans With Disabilities Act - (ADA), pursuant to section 504 of The Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same opportunities enjoyed by all citizens. As a faculty member, I am required by law to provide "reasonable accommodation" to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Student responsibility primarily rests with informing faculty at the beginning of the semester and in providing authorized documentation through designated administrative channels. To contact the Office of Students with Disabilities, you may call (817) 272-3364, email Ron Venable, Assistant Director, at ron@uta.edu, or visit the Students with Disabilities web page.
Academic Dishonesty - Academic dishonesty is a completely unacceptable mode of conduct and will not be tolerated in any form at The University of Texas at Arlington. All persons involved in academic dishonesty will be disciplined in accordance with University regulations and procedures. Discipline may include suspension or expulsion from the University. ―Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student or the attempt to commit such acts (Regents’ Rules and Regulations, Part One, Chapter VI, Section 3, Subsection 3.2, Subdivision 3.22).
Student Evaluation of Teaching - There will be an anonymous online teaching evaluation available for each student near the end of the semester. Please fill out the form honestly and accurately. Your evaluations are taken very seriously, and help your University maintain the highest of standards. 
UTA Calendar - Students enrolled in this course are subject to all UTA dates and deadlines according to the UTA Academic Calendar.
Proctoring Statement - The professor reserves the right, at any time, to require a student to take or re-take any or all student course work in a proctored environment. If the professor deems this necessary, the student is responsible for making the proctoring arrangements, subject to the professor's approval. This policy applies to any and all assignments required in this course.
Grade Grievance Policy - In attempting to resolve any student grievances regarding grades, it is the student’s obligation first to make a serious effort to resolve the matter with the individual with whom the grievance originated. Individual course instructors retain primary responsibility for assigning grades. The instructor’s judgment is final unless compelling evidence shows discrimination, preferential treatment or procedural irregularities. If students wish to appeal, their request must be submitted in writing—on an appeal form available in departmental or program offices—to the department chair or program director. The student has one calendar year from the date the grade is assigned to initiate the grievance. The normal academic channels are department chair or program director, academic dean and the provost. However, before considering a grievance, the department chair or program director (dean) will refer the issue to a departmental or program (college/school) committee of faculty. If the committee cannot reach a decision acceptable to the parties involved, the matter will follow the remaining academic channels. The decision of the provost is final. Information specific to the procedures to be followed in each academic unit is available in the office of the academic dean. The dean of the college or school in which a student is enrolled, or the director of the University Advising Center if the student has not declared a pre-major, has jurisdiction over the student’s program of study, degree requirements and all other academic matters including grievances. However, students taking a course in a college or school other than the one in which they are primarily registered are subject to the dean of the college or school in which the course is offered concerning the course and academic grievances regarding the course.
Student Support Services Available: Strive to thrive, or choose to loose…it’s up to you; but help is available. The University of Texas at Arlington provides a variety of resources and programs designed to help students develop academic skills, deal with personal situations, and better understand concepts and information related to their courses. These resources include tutoring, major-based learning centers, developmental education, advising and mentoring, personal counseling, and federally funded programs. For individualized referrals to resources for any reason, students may contact the Maverick Resource Hotline at 817-272-6107 or visit www.uta.edu/resources for more information. 
Study Tips: BE PREPARED!! Reading your chapter material is essential for understanding the information. Make outlines of your chapter materials for review and reference. Study groups may help.  Students must use critical thinking to show an understanding of the material, and will not simply be dependent on rote memory. Although ample memorization will be necessary, knowledge of a subject is not just dependent on rote memorization. Students will have to use their own initiative in using individual study skills in order to do well in this course. A primary formula to any successful endeavor includes a right-minded attitude and persistent effort. It is important for you to know that without repetition and adequate sleep, memories cannot be effectively consolidated for retrieval.
Learning Style: In order to help you understand your learning style, Google VARK Learning and take the simple test. This will provide you with information on your strengths and weaknesses concerning retention of information. 
Tentative Lecture Schedule (Course Content Calendar): The following calendar is a tentative one due to the probability of unforeseen circumstances such as weather, power outages, etc. Any changes in the class lecture schedule will be at the discretion of your instructor, or due to unanticipated conditions, and will be announced and/or emailed. 
Tentative Course Calendar:

	BIOL 1433 Spring 2013
THE PAGEANT OF LIFE I: SETTING THE STAGE

		Part 1 - Science and Life

	Chapter 1
	What is Science?
	 Quiz 1 is due by January 31st

	Chapter 2
	Science and Pseudoscience
	 Quiz 2 is due by February 5th

	Chapter 3
	What is Life?
	 Quiz 3 is due by February 10th

	Chapter 4
	The Origin of Earth and Its Life
	 Quiz 4 is due by February 15th

	 
	Module 1 Exam
	  Exam 1 is due by February 21st

	Part 2 - Early Cells

	Chapter 5
	The Earliest Cells
	 Quiz 5 is due by February 25th

	Chapter 6
	Metabolism and Biosynthesis
	 Quiz 6 is due by March 2nd

	Chapter 7
	Evidence for the Nature of the Earliest Cells
	 Quiz 7 is due by March 6th

	Chapter 8
	Diversity of Early Microorganisms
	 Quiz 8 is due by March 10th 

	Chapter 9
	Origin of Eukaryotes
	Quiz 9 is due by March 16th 

	 
	Module 2 Exam
	   Exam 2 is due by March 22nd

	Part 3 - Expansion of Organisms

	Chapter 10
	Fossils: Formation and History
	       Quiz 10 is due by March 26th 

	Chapter 11
	Evolution of Multicellular Animals
	       Quiz 11 is due by March 30th 

	Chapter 12
	Evolution of Primitive Chordates and Fishes
	       Quiz is 12 due by April 4th 

	 
	Module 3 Exam
	    Exam 3 is due by April 9th 

	Part 4 - Terrestrial Life

	Chapter 13
	Invasion of Terrestrial Habitats
	     Quiz 13 is due by April 13th

	Chapter 14
	The Reign of the Reptiles
	     Quiz 14 is due by April 17th 

	Chapter 15
	Extinctions and Depletions
	     Quiz 15 is due by April 21st

	Chapter 16
	Emergence of Humanity
	      Quiz 16 is due by April 25th

	 
	Module 4 Exam
	          Exam 4 is due by April 30th 

	
	Final Exam
	          Deadline is May 9th

	The final examination is a comprehensive one that covers all of the materials in this course, and as stated above, is due by May 9th. This exam is offered only during finals period, starting on Monday, May 6th.
Notice: You may work ahead of schedule, but you must complete each test by the assigned dates. 11:55 pm CST is the official cutoff time for each posted date.


Tentative Lab Calendar:
IMPORTANT: 
For the 1433 Laboratory, you will need to purchase the 6-experiment BK-101-A from www.HOLscience.com.  Order NOW as it may take two weeks for delivery!! 


	
(page numbers on your CD within your kit may vary)

	
	  INTRODUCTION
	  p 4

	
	  WELCOME
	  p 4

	
	  LAB NOTES & LAB REPORTS (you may use
     the lab Report Assistant as an template aid, but 
     it is not a complete report)     
	  p 21-23

	
	  LABORATORY DRAWINGS
	  p 27

	 
	  VISUAL PRESENTATION OF DATA
	  p 28

	
	  SAFETY CONCERNS
	  p 40

	
	  BASIC SAFETY
	  p 41

	
	  MATERIAL SAFETY DATA SHEETS
	  p 46

	
	  SCIENCE LAB SAFETY AGREEMENT
	  p 50

	
	  MSDS: Material Safety Data Sheets
	  p 27

	
	  MICRO-SCALE SAFETY REVIEW
	  p 28

	                                                Read all the above by February 1st

	EXPERIMENT 1
	The Scientific Method
	       p 28  Due by February 6th

	EXPERIMENT 2
	Macromolecules of Life
	       p 50  Due by February 20th

	EXPERIMENT 3
	The Microbiome
	       p 68  Due by March 5th

	EXPERIMENT 4
	Cell Membrane Transport
	       p 87  Due by March 26th

	EXPERIMENT 5
	Mitosis
	       p 101  Due by April  9th

	EXPERIMENT 6
	Plant Genetics
	       p 116  Due by April 23rd

	APPENDIX 
	 Cleanup, etc.
	       p 141

	Notice - You may work ahead of schedule, but you must complete each laboratory report by the assigned date or receive a zero. 11:55 pm CST is the official cutoff time for each posted assignment date deadline.

Your laboratory safety forms (p.50) must be checked and signed; otherwise you will not receive credit for your laboratory reports. The form must be scanned and attached as a Word document to your Blackboard Assignment page under Safety. Likewise, all laboratory reports must be attached as a single Word document (smaller than 1MB) under the proper laboratory number (Lab 1-6) on your Blackboard Assignment page. 



Ordering your LabPaq:  Order NOW as it may take two weeks for delivery!!!

[bookmark: _GoBack]Enter the following link: http://www.HOLscience.com/ and click on the Orange Order Here button
 		Login: C000388
		Password: labpaq
 
Scroll Down to the correct LabPaq (see list below) and select Add To Cart. 
(Please check the box below for the LabPaq you are ordering, this will be helpful when you are placing your order)
 
[ X ] LP-0298-BK-01 (BK-101A)  for BIOL1433
  [    ] LP-0299-BK-01 (BK-101B)  for BIOL1434

· Select Checkout. This will bring you to the Purchase Agreement, read it carefully and then select I Agree- Take me to Checkout.
· Fill in your shipping information. Make sure that the billing information is the same address your credit card company has on file.  The click on Continue
· Ship Via: You will have several options Pay With: Mastercard or Visa, Unique Client Reference: Leave Blank & click on Continue
· Look over the information you have entered and if it is all correct then click on Place Order. Please print your confirmation page or if you cannot print make note of your Order Number. 
	Once you are finished please Log Out of the account. 

Please contact Hands-On Labs for any ordering questions:
Hours of Operation:  Monday-Friday 8AM-5PM MST.  All messages will be answered by the following business day.
Customer Service Phone: Toll Free 866.206.0773				
Email Address: Info@HOLscience.com 




9



Spring 2013 Syllabus
BIOL1433

oty oyt e
e
e
B

S i rons
o st
e e
R

e T
ot
e e
e
i
.
B e e
i
e
e e T et
P It
S
e i
e

e et e b ey o e

ft e e T e e
e s o s s e et 35 Sl s

o ot ok s s v eyt s

e o

oo e s e f i s e g b .
Coned e g

Rt i o N ——
ot

e e et e, e

e el . o o e .




