English 6333: 001:  Magical Realism    Tuesdays 6-8:45 pm

Professor Wendy Faris

Office:  203B Carlisle; Phone: (817) 272-5484 or 2692 (secretaries) 

Office Hours: Mon 11-5, Tue 5-6, Wed 10-4, Thur 11-2, and by appointment  (I am often around at other times, but it’s generally best to call first since I sometimes have administrative meetings; for night students: I am often in the office after 5, so we can arrange to meet then.)

e-mail: wbfaris@uta.edu
January 15:  Introductions

January 22:  Defining Magical Realism:  Wendy B. Faris, "Scheherazade's Children:  Magical Realism and Postmodern Fiction," in Zamora and Faris, Magical Realism; Nikolai Gogol, "The Nose"; Henry James, "The Jolly Corner"; Franz Kafka, "The Bucket Rider"; Jorge Luis Borges, "The Aleph"; Octavio Paz, “My Life with the Wave”; Gabriel García Márquez, "A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings," in Young and Hollaman, Magical Realist Fiction; introduction to Young and Hollaman; García Márquez, “Light is Like Water” (coursepack); 
*DISCUSSION: Brian McHale, “From Modernist to Postmodernist Fiction: Change of Dominant” and “A World Next Door,” from his Postmodernist Fiction (coursepack)

January 29:  Cultural History of Magical Realism:  Franz Roh, "Magic Realism:  Post-Expressionism"; skim and look at paintings in Irene Guenther, "Magic Realism in the Weimar Republic” and Theo D'haen, "Magical Realism and Postmodernism" (which is kind of boring but informative) in Zamora and Faris.
DISCUSSION: Christopher Warnes, “Naturalizing the Superntural: Faith, Irreverence, and Magical Realism” (coursepack)
DISCUSSION: Jon Thiem, “The Textualization of the Reader in Magical Realist Fiction,” in Zamora and Faris; 

Carlos Fuentes, Aura; Julio Cortázar, "Axolotl” and "The Night Face Up," in Young and Hollaman.

February 5:  The Ur-Text:  García Márquez, One Hundred Years of Solitude.  Warning: this is a long book, so please plan time to enjoy reading it.  García Márquez, "The Solitude of Latin America" (coursepack) 

DISCUSSION:  Dean J. Irvine, “Fables of the Plague Years: Postcolonialism, Postmodernism, and Magic Realism in ‘Cien años de soledad’ [‘One Hundred Years of Solitude’]” (coursepack)

DISCUSSION: Warnes, “Magical Realism and Defamiliarization in Gabriel García Márquez’s One Hundred Years of Solitude” (coursepack).
February 12:  More Cultural History of Magical Realism. Alejo Carpentier, "On The Marvelous Real in America" and "The Baroque and the Marvelous Real," in Zamora and Faris; Carpentier, "Journey to the Seed" and John Cheever, "The Enormous Radio," in Young and Hollaman; Recommended: Melissa Stewart, "Roads of 'Exquisite Mysterious Muck':  The Magical Journey through the City in William Kennedy's Ironweed, John Cheever's 'The Enormous Radio,' and Donald Barthelme's 'City Life,'" in Zamora and Faris. 

DISCUSSION: Stephen Slemon, “Magic Realism as Postcolonial Discourse,” in Zamora and Faris.

DISCUSSION: Sara Upstone, “Magical Realism and Postcolonial Studies: Twenty-First Century Perspectives” (coursepack).
February 19:  Magical Realism or Political Allegory??:  Milan Kundera, The Book of Laughter and Forgetting; 
 Philip Roth:  “Afterword: A Talk with the Author” (coursepack)

DISCUSSION: Rawdon Wilson,"The Metamorphoses of Fictional Space: Magical Realism," in Zamora and Faris

SHORT PAPERS DUE (approximately 5 pages; free choice of topic related to course material)

Short in-class reports on papers (about 3-4 minutes) 
February 26:  Transatlantic Magical Realism, with Ghosts:  Fuentes, Distant Relations; 

DISCUSSION: Lois Parkinson Zamora, "Magical Romance/Magical Realism: Ghosts in U.S. and Latin American Fiction," in Zamora and Faris. This essay is long, long, so you may want to skip around in it. Do read the part on the Days of the Dead on pages 529-31. 

March 5:  Freudian Magical Realism, Historical and Sexual Fantasies:  D. M. Thomas, The White Hotel

DISCUSSION: John Foster, "Magical Realism, Compensatory Vision, and Felt History: Classical Realism Transformed in The White Hotel," in Zamora and Faris. 

DISCUSSION: Michael Valdez Moses, “Magical Realism at World’s End” (coursepack)

SPRING BREAK

March 19:  Diasporic Magical Realism and the Postcolonial Theory of Hybridity:  Salman Rushdie, Midnight's Children; Homi Bhabha, “Signs Taken for Wonders” (coursepack). Optional, for reference: Kumkum Sangari, “The Politics of the Possible” (coursepack).

No discussion leader, since this book is SO long, but everyone will bring a short contribution on Rushdie's magical realism.  

March 26:  European Popular Magical Realism:  Patrick Süskind, Perfume
DISCUSSION:  Richard T. Gray, "The Dialectic of 'Enscentment' Patrick Süskind's Das Parfum as Critical History of Enlightenment Culture" (coursepack);

DISCUSSION:  Jeanne Delbaere-Garant, "Psychic Realism, Mythic Realism, Grotesque Realism: Variations on Magic Realism in Contemporary Literature in English," in Zamora and Faris.

April 2:  North American Popular Magical Realism/Stealing Sacred Victim Status??:  Lawrence Thornton, Imagining Argentina; Optional: John Updike, "Cruise"; Hans Konig, “Naval Aviation” (coursepack)

Mini-unit on Ben Okri
Selection from Ben Okri, The Famished Road; Okri, “Incidents at the Shrine,” (coursepack); Warnes on The Famished Road (coursepack)


DISCUSSION: Edna Aizenberg, ”The Famished Road: Magical Realism and the Search for Social Equity” (coursepack); 

DISCUSSION:  Liam Connell, “Discarding Magic Realism: Modernism, Anthropology, and Critical Practice” (coursepack).
April 9:  Magically Reencountering The Past/Female Geneologies; Toni Morrison, Beloved; Homi Bhabha, “Introduction” to his The Location of Culture (coursepack) ;
              DISCUSSION: Pamela E. Barnett, “Figurations of Rape and the Supernatural in Beloved” (coursepack).  

April 16: Magical Realism, Gender, and Power: Marie Darrieussecq, Pig Tales; Téa Obreht,The Tiger’s Wife” (coursepack);  Gyatri Chakravorty Spivak, “Can the Subaltern Speak?” (coursepack); for fun (not required) A.S. Byatt, “The Stone Woman” (coursepack)

Magical Realism goes to the Movies: Laura Esquivel, Like Water for Chocolate (view this film on your own and be ready to discuss it as magical realism with particular attention to issues of gender, which it addresses).  
DISCUSSION: Wendy B. Faris, “’We, the shamans, eat tobacco and sing’: Figures of Shamanic Power in US and Latin American Magical Realism” (separate handout/electronic file).
April 23:  Student Reports on Final Papers
April 30:  Student Reports on Final Papers


FINAL PAPERS DUE: Electronic submission, please
*Note on discussion leading.  The designation “DISCUSSION” next to a critical reading means that a member of the seminar will be responsible for leading a discussion of that text for about 15 minutes.    Everyone will have read the text, so I emphasize that this is to be the leading of a discussion, in which the leader will ask questions, or bring up items for discussion, not a report on the reading as if it were a new item for the rest of the seminar.  Students will have the opportunity to sign up for a given text on the second day of class, so look them over and be ready to choose one.  Obviously, if two or more people want the same one, you’ll need to be flexible (.   
Texts:  Young and Hollaman, Magical Realist Fiction:  An Anthology; Zamora and Faris, Magical Realism:  Theory, History, Community; García Márquez, One Hundred Years of Solitude; Kundera, The Book of Laughter and Forgetting; Fuentes, Distant Relations; Thomas, The White Hotel; Rushdie, Midnight's Children; Suskind, Perfume; Thornton, Imagining Argentina; Morrison, Beloved; Darrieussecq, Pig Tales; Coursepack; optional: Faris, Ordinary Enchantments: Magical Realism and the Remystification of Narrative; optional, for reference: Maggie Ann Bowers, Magical Realism. 
Course Description:  This course will study the genre of magical realism, fiction in which “irreducible elements” of magic are included in otherwise realistic narratives.  Until quite recently, magical realism had been largely associated with Latin American literature, but now it is recognized as perhaps the most important trend in contemporary international fiction. Because magical realism has been unusually powerful as a decolonizing agent, and also because the term has elicited some controversy, discussion of these novels will provide an opportunity to investigate concepts in postcolonial studies as it intersects with theories of narrative. Our discussion will concentrate on careful analyses of these magical realist texts and their critical and cultural contexts, but since this movement is playing a central role in contemporary international fiction (and film), our investigation of it will also broaden to include more general discussions of contemporary literature and popular culture. In addition to analyzing these primary literary texts, and the cultural work they are performing, we will also consider the work of recent theoreticians, such as Mc Hale, Bhabha, Slemon, Spivak, Warnes, and others, in order to place magical realism within the context of postmodern and postcolonial thought.

Course Objectives:  1) To study the movement in contemporary literature known as magical realism by becoming familiar with some of its key texts, their cultural contexts, the theoretical issues raised by those texts, and the historical development of magical realism.  2) To provide a context in which students will continue to improve critical skills in discussing and writing about literature.  

Course Requirements and Grading:  Students are expected to come to all classes, do the assigned readings, and participate in class discussions.  The written requirements for the course are a small (approximately 5 pages) paper and a final seminar paper of approximately 20 pages, both on a topic of the student’s choice, both related to the subject matter of the course, and the seminar paper including library research (at least 10 critical sources). Grades will be determined primarily by the final seminar paper, which counts 60% of the final grade.  The first small paper will count 15%, and class participation, including leading one class discussion over a critical reading (for about 15 minutes), will count 25%.  

Attendance Policy:  Regular attendance is expected, though not graded.  I am not assuming this will happen, but more than three unexcused absences will result in a 10% lowering of the course grade.  I will not drop you from this course (the university does not allow it).  

Americans with Disabilities Act

The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of federal equal opportunity legislation reference Public Law 93112—The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended.  With the passage of new federal legislation entitled Americans with Disabilities Act—(ADA), pursuant to section 504 of The Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same opportunities enjoyed by all citizens.

As a faculty member, I am required by law to provide “reasonable accommodation” to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability.  Your responsibility is to inform me of the disability at the beginning of the semester and provide me with documentation authorizing the specific accommodation.  Student services at UTA include the Office for Students with Disabilities (located in the lower level of the University Center), which is responsible for verifying and implementing accommodations to ensure equal opportunity in all programs and activities.
Academic Honesty 

It is the philosophy of The University of Texas at Arlington that academic dishonesty is a completely unacceptable mode of conduct and will not be tolerated in any form.  All persons involved in academic dishonesty will be disciplined in accordance with University regulations and procedures.  Discipline may include suspension or expulsion from the University.

“Scholastic dishonesty includes but is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student or the attempt to commit such acts.” (Regents’ Rules and Regulations, Part One, Chapter VI, Section 3, Subsection 3.2, Subdivision 3.22)

Student Support Services

The University of Texas at Arlington supports a variety of student success programs to help you connect with the University and achieve academic success.  They include learning assistance, developmental education, advising and mentoring, admission and transition, and federally funded programs.  Students requiring assistance academically, personally, or socially should contact the Office of Student Success Programs at 817-171-6107 for more information and appropriate referrals.

Bomb Threats
If anyone is tempted to call in a bomb threat, be aware that UTA will attempt to trace the phone call and prosecute all responsible parties.  Every effort will be made to avoid cancellation of presentations/tests caused by bomb threats.  Unannounced alternate sites will be available for these classes.  Your instructor will make you aware of alternate class sites in the event that your classroom is not available.

