What:

Writing for Mass Media, JOUR 1345-010, Fall 2013
Who:

Marti Harvey
When:

MWF 2 to 2:50 a.m.

Where:
Classroom - FA412
More where:
My office - Fine Arts Building 2120

How:

mharvey@uta.edu
How: 

817-272-2163 (Department of Communication)

More whens:
My office hours - MWF noon to 12:30 or 3 to 4 p.m. drop in or by appointment
About me: 
https://www.uta.edu/mentis/public/#profile/profile/view/id/12427/category/1
Here’s what you’ll need:

· Rich, C. (2013). Writing and Reporting News: A Coaching Method, Wadsworth:Boston, (Seventh Edition)
· 2013Associated Press Stylebook 

· News U Language Primer

· Notebook for taking notes

· 2GB flash drive

Here’s what you’ll need to do:

Bring your AP Stylebook to class every day. Also, save your work frequently and in more than one place. Computer crashes that result in lost work will not count as an excuse for not turning in an assignment on time.

What this course is about:

It is an introduction to the theories and techniques of information gathering and basic news writing with an emphasis on proper mechanics and AP Style.
Here is what you should expect to learn:

· Be able to explain the definitions of news 

· Be able to explain the concepts of libel, ethics and responsible journalism

· Be able to demonstrate basic writing skills including correct use of grammar, punctuation and AP Style 
· Be able to write effective leads
· Be able to demonstrate basic copy editing skills and use of copy editing symbols
· Be able to demonstrate college-level research and interviewing skills

· Be able to demonstrate skills needed for reporting and writing for media, with focus on newspaper & online media
· Be able to demonstrate a basic knowledge of different journalistic story organizations

Here’s what you’ll do:
· Read assigned chapters with the expectation of discussing important concepts in class

· Write, interview, research, learn AP style, and other in-class activities – these will be graded
· 10 Weekly current events, AP style or chapter quizzes

· Stay up on current events, know what’s going on in the world. You will be quizzed on this.
· Style quizzes will come from the AP Stylebook. It is best to use a guide like the Purdue online AP style guide ( http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/735/02/ ) to help you arrange the stylebook by sections. The style quizzes will cover topics, such as numbers, titles, etc. 
· Book quizzes will come from the week’s assigned readings

· A midterm and a final exam
· Two major writing assignments

· NEWS U Language Primer assignments

How I’ll grade you:

In class lab activities – 25 percent


5 in-class lab assignments at 50 points each
News U Language Primer—15 percent


Essays—50 points

Drills—50 points

Assessments—50 points
Weekly quizzes – 10 percent


10 weekly in-class quizzes worth 10 points each

Exams – 20 percent

A midterm exam and a final exam worth 100 points each

Two major writing assignments – 30 percent

Each of these completed assignments will be worth 150 points each – I may check/verify sources for you writing assignments so be very accurate with the information and records you keep when writing these stories. If I find you have fabricated any information you will fail the class.
Work out of class: A general rule of thumb is this: for every credit hour earned, a student should spend 3 hours per week working outside of class. Hence, a 3-credit course might have a minimum expectation of 9 hours of reading, study, etc. 

Read the material:
I encourage you to ask questions in class. You can also make an appointment if you need to discuss questions you have regarding the materials covered. You can reach me at the email address on the top of the syllabus to set up a time.
IT IS IMPORTANT THAT YOU READ THE MATERIAL. Read the material and be prepared to discuss it on the dates indicted on the attached class schedule.

Come to class on time:
You need to be in class to learn concepts through discussion and collaboration with others. You are expected to attend every class session and arrive on time. You should not miss more than four classes in the semester. If you are late and have missed the news, book or AP style quiz, which is taken at the beginning of class, you will receive a zero. No exceptions.
I’ll excuse you from other assignments if:

You will only be allowed to make up an assignment if you have an excused absence. Absences will be excused only if you are able to provide official documentation proving mandatory participation in a University-authorized athletic or academic activity; observance of a religious holy day; jury duty; serious illness; debilitating injury; or the death of an immediate family member. 

To make it up:

If you do have an excused absence, you will need to turn in the missed assignment within 5 class days of the absence. I will not seek you out.
 Please find a friend in class who will fill you in on any information you miss due to an absence. I will not give private tutoring sessions for those who miss class. If you have questions about information you missed in class, see me during my office hours listed above, but you are responsible for getting any notes, handouts, etc.

Learn to use Blackboard:

I use Blackboard to post assignments and information for class. If you do not know how to use Blackboard, ask someone to show you. I will use it extensively during the semester.
***NewsU Language Primer Information***

Students must enroll in NewsU Language Primer (an online instructional supplement). 

INSTRUCTIONS:

1) Go to www.newsu.org and log in or create an account by clicking in the gray navigation area near the top right corner of the site.

2) To sign up, go to:  https://www.newsu.org/courses/language-primer-fall-13-uta-Harvey and click the blue “Enroll Now” button in the gray Course Overview box. This adds the Language Primer to your Shopping Cart. Click the blue Checkout button to continue. Be sure you are registering for the correct language primer with the extension above that has Segvic-Boudreaux.

3) Click review order and continue through the checkout process.

4) You are now enrolled in the Language Primer.

All components of the Language Primer together make up 15 percent of the final course average. These components must be completed on the following schedule:

· Students must enroll in the course by Sept. 1. 

Here are some things to know about my grading:

· Lab writing assignments must be completed by the end of lab, unless I say otherwise.  

· I’m obsessed with structure so make sure you tell your stories well

· Here are some things I’ll count off for:

· AP style errors:  2pts-5pts
· Grammar/spelling: 2 pts-5pts
· Missed lead: 5-10 pts
· Badly written leads, inadequate organization, misspelled names, incorrect quotes, attribution or bad paragraph/sentence structure: 5-10 points
· Factual errors: 20-100 points, depending on seriousness of error. Plagiarism of any kind will result in an automatic zero.

While the above is only a guideline, it will provide you with an idea of how I will grade your assignments.

If you think I graded you unfairly: Any appeal of a grade in this course must follow the procedures and deadlines for grade-related grievances as published in the current undergraduate/graduate catalog. You can find the policy at http://wweb.uta.edu/catalog/content/general/academic_regulations.aspx#19. 
.

Department, College, and University Policies
Drop Policy: Students may drop or swap (adding and dropping a class concurrently) classes through self-service in MyMav from the beginning of the registration period through the late registration period. After the late registration period, students must see their academic advisor to drop a class or withdraw. Undeclared students must see an advisor in the University Advising Center. Drops can continue through a point two-thirds of the way through the term or session. It is the student's responsibility to officially withdraw if they do not plan to attend after registering. Students will not be automatically dropped for non-attendance. Repayment of certain types of financial aid administered through the University may be required as the result of dropping classes or withdrawing. For more information, contact the Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships (http://wweb.uta.edu/ses/fao). 

Americans with Disabilities Act: The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of all federal equal opportunity legislation, including the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). All instructors at UT Arlington are required by law to provide "reasonable accommodations" to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Any student requiring an accommodation for this course must provide the instructor with official documentation in the form of a letter certified by the staff in the Office for Students with Disabilities, University Hall 102. Only those students who have officially documented a need for an accommodation will have their request honored. Information regarding diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining disability-based academic accommodations can be found at www.uta.edu/disability or by calling the Office for Students with Disabilities at (817) 272-3364. 

Student Support Services: UT Arlington provides a variety of resources and programs designed to help students develop academic skills, deal with personal situations, and better understand concepts and information related to their courses. Resources include tutoring, major-based learning centers, developmental education, advising and mentoring, personal counseling, and federally funded programs. For individualized referrals, students may contact the Maverick Resource Hotline by calling 817-272-6107, sending a message to resources@uta.edu, or visiting www.uta.edu/resources. 

Electronic Communication: UT Arlington has adopted MavMail as its official means to communicate with students about important deadlines and events, as well as to transact university-related business regarding financial aid, tuition, grades, graduation, etc. All students are assigned a MavMail account and are responsible for checking the inbox regularly. I will require that you use MavMail to contact me for any reason and I will use it to contact you. Therefore, you will need to check your MavMail daily. Failure to check your MavMail and saying, “I didn’t know” will not be an excuse for an incomplete assignment or a missed assignment deadline. There is no additional charge to students for using this account, which remains active even after graduation. Information about activating and using MavMail is available at http://www.uta.edu/oit/cs/email/mavmail.php.

Student Feedback Survey: At the end of each term, students enrolled in classes categorized as lecture, seminar, or laboratory will be asked to complete an online Student Feedback Survey (SFS) about the course and how it was taught. Instructions on how to access the SFS system will be sent directly to students through MavMail approximately 10 days before the end of the term. UT Arlington’s effort to solicit, gather, tabulate, and publish student feedback data is required by state law; student participation in the SFS program is voluntary. 

Final Review Week: A period of five class days prior to the first day of final examinations in the long sessions shall be designated as Final Review Week. The purpose of this week is to allow students sufficient time to prepare for final examinations. During this week, there shall be no scheduled activities such as required field trips or performances; and no instructor shall assign any themes, research problems or exercises of similar scope that have a completion date during or following this week unless specified in the class syllabus. During Final Review Week, an instructor shall not give any examinations constituting 10 percent or more of the final grade, except makeup tests and laboratory examinations. In addition, no instructor shall give any portion of the final examination during Final Review Week. During this week, classes are held as scheduled. In addition, instructors are not required to limit content to topics that have been previously covered; they may introduce new concepts as appropriate.
Academic Integrity: Students enrolled in this course are expected to adhere to the UT Arlington Honor Code:

I pledge, on my honor, to uphold UT Arlington’s tradition of academic integrity, a tradition that values hard work and honest effort in the pursuit of academic excellence. 

I promise that I will submit only work that I personally create or contribute to group collaborations, and I will appropriately reference any work from other sources. I will follow the highest standards of integrity and uphold the spirit of the Honor Code.
UT Arlington faculty members may employ the Honor Code as they see fit in their courses, including (but not limited to) having students acknowledge the honor code as part of an examination or requiring students to incorporate the honor code into any work submitted. Per UT System Regents’ Rule 50101, §2.2, suspected violations of university’s standards for academic integrity (including the Honor Code) will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. Violators will be disciplined in accordance with University policy, which may result in the student’s suspension or expulsion from the University.
If you plagiarize, you will receive a zero on the assignment WITH NO OPPORTUNITY FOR A MAKE-UP.  depending on the severity of the case, YOU MAY FAIL THE class.
Emergency Exit Procedures: Should we experience an emergency event that requires us to vacate the building students should exit the room and move toward the nearest exit, which is located next to the elevators across from room FAB 414. When exiting the building during an emergency, one should never take an elevator but should use the stairwells. Faculty members and instructional staff will assist students in selecting the safest route for evacuation and will make arrangements to assist handicapped individuals.
Helpful Information:

Library Home Page
 http://www.uta.edu/library
Subject Guides
 http://libguides.uta.edu
Subject Librarians
 http://www.uta.edu/library/help/subject-librarians.php 

Database List
 http://www.uta.edu/library/databases/index.php 

Course Reserves
 http://pulse.uta.edu/vwebv/enterCourseReserve.do
Library Catalog
 http://discover.uta.edu/
E-Journals
 http://liblink.uta.edu/UTAlink/az 

Library Tutorials 
 http://www.uta.edu/library/help/tutorials.php
Connecting from Off- Campus
 http://libguides.uta.edu/offcampus
Ask A Librarian
 http://ask.uta.edu
Our Weekly Schedule
(This class schedule is tentative and may change.)
WEEK 1 – begins 8/26
Chapter 1 – Changing Concepts of News, Intro to AP Style, Active voice, Weekly quiz
WEEK 2 – begins 9/4

Chapter 2 – The Basic News Story, Assign 1st story, weekly quiz
WEEK 3 – begins 9/9



Chapter 7 – Leads & Nut Graphs, Writing Leads lab assignment, weekly quiz
WEEK 4 – begins 9/16

Chapter 5 – Sources & Online Research, AP Stylebook: Numbers, AP lab activity, weekly quiz
WEEK 5 – begins 9/23

Chapter 6 – Interviewing Techniques, Interview lab assignment, weekly quiz
WEEK 6 – begins 9/30
Chapter 8 – Story Organization, Inverted Pyramid lab assignment, Draft 1 of Story 1 due

WEEK 7 – begins 10/7

Chapter 9 – Story Forms, Active Voice lab assignment, review for midterm
WEEK 8 – begins 10/14

AP stylebook numbers ages, etc., study date, MIDTERM EXAM
WEEK 9 – begins 10/21
Chapter 10 – Storytelling & Feature Techniques, Final Draft of 1st story due, weekly quiz
WEEK 10 – begins 10/28

Chapter 3 – Convergent & Mobile Media, Beat Writing Assignment, AP stylebook:  Dates, Times, Places (cities, states, etc.), weekly quiz 
WEEK 11 – begins 11/4
Chapter 4 – Social Media, AP stylebook:  People, Titles, Organizations, weekly quiz
WEEK 12 – begins 11/11
Chapter 12 – Online Journalism, Beat Writing Assignment draft due, weekly quiz
WEEK 13 – begins 11/18
Chapter 13 – Public Relations Writing, AP Stylebook: Putting It All Together, AP Style lab assignment, weekly quiz
WEEK 14 – begins 11/25
Chapter 11 – Broadcast News Writing, Ethics/Law, Beat Writing Assignment due, THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY 
WEEK 15 – begins 12/2
Chapters 14 & 15 – Media Law & Ethics, Class discussions of Society of Professional Journalists Code of Ethics, review for Final Exam
WEEK 16 – week of 12/9
FINAL EXAM
 “As the instructor for this course, I reserve the right to adjust this schedule in any way that serves the educational needs of the students enrolled in this course.”  Marti Harvey
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