Course Outline
History 1311-008/Spr. 2011


The Growth of American Society

Professor: Dr. David E. Narrett

Class: 110 Univ. Hall, 5:30-6:50 p.m. 

Office Hours: TTH 2:15-3:45 p.m.

Office: 322 Univ. Hall 

Email: narrett@uta.edu


History Dept. (817) 272-2861
Themes and Objectives: This course will examine the growth of American society from the beginning of European colonization to the end of the Civil War.  We will be especially concerned with colonial settlement and expansion, conflicts between settlers and natives, and the simultaneous development of American freedom and slavery.  This course is intended to help students develop their skills in critical reading and thinking.  A basic goal is for students to learn to identify and explain the causes and consequences of major historical events.  Students are also encouraged to think historically—to understand the historical significance of the individuals, events, concepts, and places being examined.  Why did events matter?  What impact did individuals have in shaping the past?  What were the dominant political, economic, and social trends characterizing certain historic eras?   What important controversies and conflicts developed in particular historical settings?  These questions are crucial for students to address throughout the semester.

Testing of Student Learning: Students’ understanding of the historical questions emphasized above will be tested through multiple-choice quizzes and two written exams.  The quizzes are designed to examine reading comprehension, particularly the ability to identify and understand the significance of leading individuals, events, places, and concepts in influencing the history of a given era.  Written exams will also test student understanding, with an emphasis on the ability to explain the nature of historical issues and controversies, the role of leading individuals, and the causes and consequences of events. 

Books (Order of Assignment):
David Goldfield, The American Journey, Fifth Edition, Volume One 
Benjamin Franklin, The Autobiography and Other Writings (K. Silverman, editor, Penguin publisher, edition published 2003)

Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass (D. Blight, editor, Bedford, 2nd ed.)

Web documents: This UTA History website list includes primary source selections to enhance your understanding of various topics.  All web documents are required reading for this course and will be included in quizzes and exams.  Students should read web documents by the assigned date on this syllabus.  We will review the documents in class.
See http://www.uta.edu/history to access syllabus for this course.  
Go to Schedules, Go to “Schedule, Spring 2010,” scroll to 1311-005, and open link to Syllabus with all assigned documents.  
Cell phones are to be turned off during class.  No Texting, please.  No internet use in class is permissible for any purpose outside of this class.
Grading:

Five Quizzes (Four Highest Grades) 
25%

First and Second Exam


25% each

 

Final Exam




25%

Class attendance and participation will also count toward your grade.

Last Day to Drop Course, Apr. 1 (Automatic “W”)  

Quizzes are multiple choice tests if taken on the scheduled day.  (Exams will follow a written format.)  Quizzes cover all the reading assigned for a particular class.  Make-up quizzes, which will be in a written format, will be given in a written format.  Make-Up Quiz Day for the semester is May 3, 2 p.m.-5 p.m and 7-9 p.m.  It is the student’s responsibility to inform the professor or graduate teaching assistant as soon as possible of a missed exam.  A make-up for the mid-term will be scheduled at the instructor’s discretion.
Disability Policy
As defined by University rules, reasonable accommodation will be made to students with disabilities, so as to avoid any instance of discrimination.  Student responsibility rests primarily with informing faculty at the beginning of the semester and in providing authorized documentation through designated administrative channels.  Students who have questions regarding University policy should contact the Office for Students with Disabilities, University Center Lower Level (272-3363)

Academic Dishonesty

All persons involved in academic dishonesty-- a completely unacceptable mode of conduct--will be disciplined in accordance with University regulations and procedures.  As defined by the Regents'; Rules and Regulations, scholastic dishonesty "includes but is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student or the attempt to commit such acts." Student Support: Students requiring support, academically or socially, should contact SOAR, Student Support Services, (817) 272-3684, or the Office of Student Success Programs at (817) 272-6107.

Calendar
Part I  American Beginnings

Jan. 18
Introduction


A Collision of Worlds, I

Jan. 20
American Journey, 1-12


Web: Chaco Canyon; Cahokia
http://www.cr.nps.gov/worldheritage/chaco.htm
http://www.nps.gov/history/worldheritage/cahokia.htm
Jan. 25 
A Collision of Worlds, II

American Journey 12-22


Web: Cabeza de Vaca


http://www.texasbeyondhistory.net/cabeza-cooking/encounters.html
Jan. 27
English Overseas Expansion
American Journey, 21-26

Web: John White at Roanoke: Watercolors

http://www.virtualjamestown.org/images/white_debry_html/jamestown.html
Feb. 1
Chesapeake Society

QUIZ
American Journey, 29-30, 34-41

Web: Jamestown; John Smith, Pocahontas, Letter of John Rolfe
http://www.apva.org/finding/index.html
http://www.apva.org/history/jsmith.html
http://www.apva.org/history/pocahont.html
http://www.virtualjamestown.org/rolfe_letter.html
Feb. 3
Puritanism and New England 


American Journey, 41-46, and review pp. 13-14

Web: Mayflower Compact; William Bradford; John Winthrop



http://www.constitution.org/bcp/mayfcomp.htm


http://www.pilgrimhall.org/bradjour.htm
http://www.masshist.org/database/docviewer.php?item_id=28&mode=nav
Feb. 8
European Colonies: A Comparative Perspective

American Journey, 30-34, 48-53, 57-67


http://www.nnp.org/vtour/index.html

http://www.nnp.org/vtour/visscher_map.html

Peter Stuyvesant http://iarchives.nysed.gov/Gallery/galleryDetail.jsp?id=2013&ss=EDU

William Penn


http://www.bio.umass.edu/biology/conn.river/mary.html

Mary Rowlandson 

http://www.bio.umass.edu/biology/conn.river/mary.html
Feb. 10
Origins of African-American Slavery



American Journey, p. 58 and pp. 67-81, and pp. 9-16 (sections on Africa)

Feb. 15
FIRST EXAM

Part II
British America and the American Revolutionary Era 
Feb. 17
Growth of the British Empire


American Journey, 85-114

Web: Death of Wolfe


http://www.ibiblio.org/wm/paint/auth/west/death-wolfe.jpg
Feb. 22
QUIZ
Autobiography and Other Writings (Penguin edition)




Introduction, and Parts 1 and 2 (pp. 1-95, 184-202, 214-34


Students should make sure they have the correct edition.

http://www.benfranklin300.org/frankliniana/result.php?id=339&sec=0
American Journey, 93-98 (Review “Transformation of Culture”)
Feb. 24
From Resistance to Revolution 


American Journey, 117-136


Declaration of the Stamp Act Congress (Oct. 19, 1765)


http://www.constitution.org/bcp/dor_sac.htm

Articles of Association: October 20, 1774


http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/contcong_10-20-74.asp
Mar. 1
Revolution and Independence


American Journey, 139-165

The Declaration of Independence (American Journey, Appendix A-1-2)  

Mar. 3
The Constitution and the Bill of Rights


American Journey, 169-193 and Appendix, A-2 to A-8)
Constitution and the First Ten Amendments 

Mar. 8

The Constitution and the Bill of Rights (continued)
Mar. 10 
Second Exam

Spring Break (Week of Mar. 14-18)

Part III
The New Nation, Expansion, and the Sectional Divide  


Mar. 22
Political Conflict in the New Nation (1789-1800)


American Journey, 197-218
Mar. 24
Expansion, Indian Conflict, and the War of 1812

QUIZ
American Journey, 221-240

Web: Journals of Lewis and Clark (optional)

http://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/index.html
Mar. 29
The U.S. in the Age of Andrew Jackson


American Journey, 247-262


Web: Sequoyah’s Cabin


http://www.exploresouthernhistory.com/sequoyah1.html
Mar. 31
Slavery and the South

American Journey, 263-64 (Abolition) and pp. 273-297


Web: The Confessions of Nat Turner


http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part3/3h500.html
Apr. 1

Last Day to Drop Course, Apr. 1 (Automatic “W”)  

QUIZ
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass 
Apr. 5
Assignment: pp. 1-125, 142-171

Students should make sure they have the correct edition of book.

QUIZ is on Frederick Douglass (and not additional reading for day.

Apr. 7
Religion and Social Reform Movements


American Journey, 300-330


Women’s Movement—Declaration of Sentiments (see below0


http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/Senecafalls.html

Joseph Smith and Hill Cumorah


http://www.hillcumorah.org/cumorah.php
Apr. 12
Texas, Mexico, and the United States, 


American Journey, 269-270, 333-351



Web: Stephen F. Austin; Juan Seguín; Sam Houston

http://www.tsl.state.tx.us/treasures/giants/austin/austin-01.html

http://www.tsl.state.tx.us/treasures/giants/seguin/seguin-01.html

http://www.tsl.state.tx.us/treasures/giants/houston-01.html
Apr. 14
U.S.-Mexican War


American Journey, 351-355, 362-364


Web: Polk and the War—A Provocation?


http://www.pbs.org/kera/usmexicanwar/biographies/james_polk.html
Apr. 19  
No Class
Apr. 21
Crisis of the Union

QUIZ
American Journey, 359-377;
Web; Harriet Beecher Stowe


http://www.harrietbeecherstowecenter.org/utc/
Apr. 26
The Crisis Deepens


American Journey, 377-381; (review, pp. 240-41, Missouri Compromise)


John Brown and Kansas/John Brown and Harper’s Ferry


http://xroads.virginia.edu/~hyper/HNS/Kansas/jbrown.html


http://www.nps.gov/hafe/historyculture/john-brown.htm
Apr. 28
Secession and Civil War


American Journey, 381-389



Texas—Secession



http://avalon.law.yale.edu/19th_century/csa_texsec.asp
May 3

Make-Up Quiz day, 2:00-5:00 p.m. and 7-9 p.m.
May 3
Civil War


American Journey, 393-399, 406-410, 416-429


Lincoln: Emancipation Proclamation/Gettysburg Address


http://avalon.law.yale.edu/19th_century/emancipa.asp

http://avalon.law.yale.edu/19th_century/gettyb.asp

Gettysburg National Military Park


http://www.nps.gov/gett/historyculture/index.htm
May 5
Civil War/Conclusion

May 10
FINAL EXAM (Tuesday, May 10, 5:30- 8 :00 p.m.)
1
1

