ANTH 3300 ANTHROPOLOGICAL THEORY

Fall 2013; MW 4:00-5:20
Amy R. Speier, 428 University Hall
Department of Sociology and Anthropology, UT Arlington
Email: speier@uta.edu
Office Hours: M & W 3:00-4:00, or by appointment
Course Description

Anthropological Theory is a required core course for Anthropology majors. That is because we want you to understand, before you undertake your own research or fieldwork, the role and scope of theory in anthropology, as well as where all these ideas came from in the first place.  Is it possible to skip theory and still call yourself an anthropologist?  Of course not. Theory is the core of our discipline. Theory allows us to focus our inquiry and formulate questions.  It thus leads us to appropriate methods and influences the type of information we collect.  As this is the “history” of anthropological ideas, the main goals of the course are not just to be introduced to the major theoretical frameworks, but also to gain a basic understanding of the major figures whose ideas have so greatly shaped the discipline, and the social and political context in which they formulated their ideas.  

COURSE GOALS

What you should gain from this course:

1. Knowledge of the general history of anthropology from the birth of the discipline to the late 20th century.

2. Knowledge of the key individuals who shaped the history of anthropology and a basic grasp of their work.

3. An understanding of the major theoretical perspectives that shaped the discipline of anthropology: evolutionism, particularism, functionalism, structuralism, materialism, and interpretive, poststructuralist, and postmodernist approaches.

4. A more informed understanding of the role of anthropological theory and how it both permits and shapes our knowledge of human diversity. 

TEXTS – Available in the University Campus Bookstore

 [M&W] McGee, R. Jon and Richard L. Warms. 2012. Anthropological Theory: An Introductory History, fifth edition. McGraw Hill. ISBN 978-0-07-340522-3

Any additional readings (those with an *) will be on electronic version on Blackboard 

Course Requirements



% of final grade


An article review essay



15%
Mid-term





15%

Lead Discussions




10%

Roast






15%

Participation





15%


  



In-class identifications and writing


10%


  
Comprehensive final exam 



20%                     
Course Requirements

Students are expected to have the readings completed on the day they are listed on the syllabus.  Class participation counts for fifteen per cent (15 %) of your grade.  Students are expected to turn in assignments when they are due; any late material will be marked down one grade for every day that it is late. 

Class Participation

This is a discussion-based course, and its success depends on your being prepared for class and participating on a regular basis.  I expect every student to come to class having carefully read the material to be discussed.  I will provide background and topical information, but most of our class time will be spent discussing questions that either I or you pose. Because participation is so vital to this course, it counts for 15% of your course grade.  

Leading Class Discussion

You will be responsible for leading class discussion on a theorist of your choice. You will sign up this week for a theorist. You MUST meet with me before you lead discussion to go over your prepared ideas and questions for the class. Leading discussion will count for 10% of your grade.

In-class identifications and writing exercises

In this course, we need to do a close reading of the texts in order to gain an adequate level of understanding of the ideas posed. To gauge your comprehension, I will at times ask you to define or discuss key concepts from the assigned articles right at the beginning of the class. I will then collect your papers. At the end of our class discussion, I will hand back your papers and ask you to revise or add to your initial discussion. I will then collect these papers for evaluation.  If you are absent or late, you cannot make up these in-class exercises.

Attendance
Attendance is mandatory.  You cannot participate if you aren’t present in the class.  Students are expected to come to class on time, and if they are over ten minutes late they will be marked absent.  More than two unexcused absences will result in a lowering of the class participation grade by one grade for every day that you miss: from an A to an A-, etc.  

Late Assignments
I do not grant extensions for students to turn in late work except under extenuating circumstances with a documented excuse. Assignments must be turned in at the beginning of class on the due date. If it is turned in at the end, it will be marked late. Any assignment that is turned in late will be marked down one grade for each day that it is late (from an A to an A-).  

Technology

I do not allow laptops in class. They are not necessary for taking notes, and they detract from one’s own and other students’ attention. The use of cell phones in class has gotten completely out of control. You must remove your cell phone from the top of your desk, and if I so much as see you glance at it during class, I will ask you to leave. If it rings or buzzes, you will also be asked to leave.

Email Etiquette

When you email me, please make sure to follow email etiquette. Your email should include a greeting that is much more than “hey” but rather Hello Professor, etc. You should think about the grammar and spelling of your email, and then have a closing statement. 

Contacting me

You can expect me to respond to your email inquiry within two hours between 9:00 and 5:00 pm during the week. For evenings and weekends, I will sporadically check email. I will always be available during my office hours, and can schedule a meeting outside of office hours only if your schedule does not fit with my office hours.

Academic Honesty
I expect all students to adhere to the Honor Code.  I do encourage you to talk about assignments outside of class, and even to work with your fellow students on them.  However, all assignments must be written individually and independently—you may work with others to sketch out and discuss possible answers, but what you turn in must be a product of your own thought and effort.  You must cite any work (quotes or ideas) that are not your own. If you are uncertain about whether an activity or a piece of work compromises your academic integrity, please speak to me before turning it in.

All students enrolled in this course are expected to adhere to the UT Arlington Honor Code: I pledge, on my honor, to uphold UT Arlington’s tradition of academic integrity, a tradition that values hard work and honest effort in the pursuit of academic excellence. 
I promise that I will submit only work that I personally create or contribute to group collaborations, and I will appropriately reference any work from other sources. I will follow the highest standards of integrity and uphold the spirit of the Honor Code. All class assignments must be pledged.

Expectations for Out-of-Class Study 
Students should expect to spend nine hours reading, studying, and completing class assignments per week. 
Make-up Exams 
You may only miss an examination if you are seriously ill (given a doctor's note), or other dire circumstances. Please know that make-up examinations are usually more difficult, and you must schedule it with me immediately upon missing an exam. 

Drop Policy 
Students may drop classes through self-service in MyMav from the beginning of the registration period. After the late registration period, students must see an advisor int he University Advising Center. Drops can continue through a point two-thirds of the way through the semester. It is the student's responsibility to officially withdraw if they do not plan to attend after registering. Students will not be automatically dropped for non-attendance. Repayment of certain types of financial aid administered through the University may be required as the result of dropping classes or withdrawing. For more information, contact the Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships (HYPERLINK http://wweb.uta.edu/ses/fao
Americans with Disabilities Act 
The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of all federal equal opportunity legislation, including the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). All instructors at UT Arlington are required by law to provide "reasonable accommodations" to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Any student requiring an accommodation for this course must provide the instructor with official documentation in the form of a letter certified by the staff in the Office for Students with Disabilities, University Hall 102. Only those students who have officially documented a need for an accommodation will have their request honored. Information regarding diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining disability-based academic accommodations can be found at "http://www.uta.edu/disability" www.uta.edu/disability or by calling the Office for Students with Disabilities at (817) 272-3364.

Student Support Services
UT Arlington provides a variety of resources and programs designed to help students develop academic skills, deal with personal situations, and better understand concepts and information related to their courses. Resources include tutoring, major-based learning centers, developmental education, advising and mentoring, personal counseling, and federally funded programs. For individualized referrals, students may visit the reception desk at University College (Ransom Hall), call the Maverick Resource Hotline at 817-272-6107, send a message to "mailto:resources@uta.edu" resources@uta.edu, or view the information at "http://www.uta.edu/resources" www.uta.edu/resources.

Student Feedback Survey

At the end of each term, students enrolled in classes categorized as lecture, seminar, or laboratory shall be directed to complete a Student Feedback Survey (SFS). Instructions on how to access the SFS for this course will be sent directly to each student through MavMail approximately 10 days before the end of the term. Each student’s feedback enters the SFS database anonymously and is aggregated with that of other students enrolled in the course. UT Arlington’s effort to solicit, gather, tabulate, and publish student feedback is required by state law; students are strongly urged to participate. For more information, visit "http://www.uta.edu/sfs" http://www.uta.edu/sfs.

Final Review Week

A period of five class days prior to the first day of final examinations in the long sessions shall be designated as Final Review Week. The purpose of this week is to allow students sufficient time to prepare for final examinations. During this week, there shall be no scheduled activities such as required field trips or performances; and no instructor shall assign any themes, research problems or exercises of similar scope that have a completion date during or following this week unless specified in the class syllabus. During Final Review Week, an instructor shall not give any examinations constituting 10% or more of the final grade, except makeup tests and laboratory examinations. In addition, no instructor shall give any portion of the final examination during Final Review Week. During this week, classes are held as scheduled. In addition, instructors are not required to limit content to topics that have been previously covered; they may introduce new concepts as appropriate.

Emergency Exit Procedures

Should we experience an emergency event that requires us to vacate the building, students should exit the room and move toward the nearest exit. When exiting the building during an emergency, one should never take an elevator but should use the stairwells. Faculty members and instructional staff will assist students in selecting the safest route for evacuation and will make arrangements to assist handicapped individuals.

DATE 

TOPIC             

 


READINGS

I. Foundations of Anthropological Theory

M 8/26

Introduction




handout: Erickson & Murphy

W 8/28

Invention of a Field



M&W, pp. 1-4
M 9/2

LABOR DAY – NO CLASS

W 9/4

Unilineal Social Evolutionism

M&W, pp. 6-13








M&W 1, Spencer, “The Social Organism” 









M&W 2, Tylor, “The Science of Culture” 

M 9/9

Early Social Science in U.S.


M&W 3, Morgan, “Ethnical Periods” 

W 9/11

Dialectical Materialism


M&W 4, Marx and Engels, “Feuerbach”  
M 9/16

Foundations of Sociological
Thought
M&W 74-78









M&W 5, Durkheim “What is a Social…?”









M&W 6, Mauss, Excerpt from The Gift.









M&W 7, Weber, “Class, Status, Party”
W 9/18

Film: Boas




M&W 111-117









M&W 8, Boas, “Methods of Ethnology”
M 9/23

The Birth of US Anthropology

M&W 9, Kroeber, “Eighteen Professions”









M&W 10, Whorf, “The relation of habitua” 

W 9/25

Functionalism



M&W 150-154 

M 9/30

Film: Off the Verandah


M&W 11, Malinowski “The Kula” 



 





M&W 12, Radcliffe-Brown, “On Joking” 

W 10/2

US Anthropology after Boas


M&W 195-200 









M&W 14, Benedict, “Psychological Types”









M&W 15, Mead, “Intro to Coming of Age” 

M 10/7

Library Visit
W 10/9

Midterm
II. Theory at Mid-Century

M 10/14

Reemergence of Evolutionary Thought
M&W 220-223









M&W 16, White, “Energy and Evolution”









M&W 17, Steward, “The Patrilineal Band”

W 10/16
Neomaterialism: Ecological & Marxist
M&W 259-263








M&W 19, Harris, “The cultural ecology.”








M&W 21, Wolf, “Peasantry and its probs”

M 10/21 
Neomaterialism: Evolutionary
M& W 18 Fried “On the Evolution of…”







M&W 20 Rappaport, “Ritual Regulation” 

W 10/23
Structuralism



M&W 320-322








M&W 22, Lévi-Strauss “Four Winnebago Myths”








M&W 23, Ortner, “Is Female to Male..”

M 10/28

Ethnoscience & Cognitive 

M&W 344-348








M&W 24 Conklin “Hanunoo Color Categories”








M&W 25 Tyler “Intro to Cognitive Anthro”

W 10/30
ROAST
III. The Late Twentieth Century and Beyond
M 11/4

Anthropology and Gender

M&W 396-399








M&W 28 Slocum, “Woman the Gatherer”








M&W 29 Leacock “Interpreting the Origins”








M&W 30 Valentine, “I went to Bed” 
W 11/6

Symbolic Anthropology

M&W 438-440


 





M&W 31, Douglas, “External Boundaries”








M&W 32, Turner, “Symbols in Ndembu Ritual.”








M&W 33, Geertz, “Deep Play: Notes on a Balines”
M 11/11

Background to Postmodernism 
M&W 488-492








M&W 34 Bourdieu “Structures, Habitus, 








Practices”








M&W 35 Foucault “The Incitement to Discourse”

W 11/13
Postmodernism


M&W 520-524








M&W 36, Rosaldo “Grief and a Headhunter’s Ra”








M&W 37, Abu-Lughod “A Tale of Two Pregnanci”

M 11/18

Postmodern critics


*D’Andrade








M&W 38 Hanson “The Making of the Maori”

W 11/20 
NO CLASS – PROFESSOR AT AAA’S

M 11/25

Globalization



M&W 565-567









M&W 36, Appadurai “Disjuncture and Differen”








*Ong

W 11/27
NO CLASS – THANKSGIVING

M 12/2

Power and Agency


M&W 37 Bourgois “From Jibaro to Crack Dealer” 








M&W 38 Bestor et al “Japanese Food Culture” 
W 12/4

Review
Final Exam due no later than, December 11th @ 4:30 pm—ABSOLUTELY NO LATE PAPERS WILL BE ACCEPTED
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