The History of Civilization to 1500
HIST 2301-003 Fall 2013
TTH 5:30-6:50pm

UH 07
Mike Downs

Office: University Hall 340 (UH340)
Email: mdowns@uta.edu 

Office Hours: 12:30-1:00 MWF, 4:45-5:30 TTH and by appointment
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This course surveys the development and origins of the world’s great civilizations. We begin with the hunter/gatherer societies of the prehistoric era and explore the significance of the transition to agriculture on human populations.  We will explore the achievements and experiences of great civilizations, emphasizing major historical figures and epochs, important ideas and religions, and factors of continuity and change. Provides a foundation for understanding our heritage and shared values, and introduces students to the historical forces that have shaped today's world.

Blackboard 

Our class will have a blackboard component to it. I will post all my Power Points, lecture materials, study guides in blackboard. Go to www.uta.edu/blackboard  then click on LOG IN TO BLACKBOARD. You should bookmark this address since it is the portal into Blackboard. Click on our class 
2138-HIST-2301-003-HISTORY-OF-CIVILIZATION--2013-Fall
Once you are in, start looking around and getting familiar with the website. 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon completion of this course, student will be able to:

1. Demonstrate an understanding of the discipline of history as an academic profession.

2. Distinguish between primary and secondary source material; 

3. Demonstrate an understanding of the development and origins of major world civilizations, including, but not limited to, Middle Eastern civilizations, Greece and Rome, China and India, Africa, Europe, and the Americas, over time in terms of political changes of regions and nations, governance, arts and culture, sciences and technologies, societies and economies, and philosophies and religions 

4. The student will demonstrate critical thinking, reading, writing, and listening skills by interacting with text material, documents, historical analysis, lectures, presentations, and/or film.

Required Books:

1. Traditions & Encounters, 3rd Brief  Edition Vol I to 1500 w/ access to Connect 

2. The Epic of Gilgamesh (a pdf of this document is available in blackboard)  

Connect is the online companion website for the textbook. Students will access it through blackboard. When you begin the first Connect assignment, you will have to register. If you purchased the textbook new at the UTA bookstore, it should have come with an access code for Connect. Students can purchase access to an ebook format of the textbook as well as access to connect. Go to our blackboard page to access connect.
In addition to the required texts above, we will occasionally be reading primary documents throughout the semester. These will be made available on-line on handed out in class.
Required Materials:


1 Scantron form for Gilgamesh Exam -Form 886-E
4 additional Scantron forms 882-E and 4 exam books (blue or green). 

 GRADING POLICY: 

· There will be an exam over the Epic of Gilgamesh worth 50 points.

· There will be FOUR unit exams on the lectures and the required readings. Each Exam is worth 100 points and will consist of objective (scantron) questions, map questions and essay questions.
· There will be one formal writing assignment based upon your analysis of Eastern religions/philosophies worth 50 points.

· There will be online quizzes in Connect worth a total of 200 points. 
Gilgamesh Exam 
  


50   

Unit Exams (4x100)


400

Eastern Religion/Philosophy paper
50



Connect Assignments 


200

 

Total points possible 


700 points. 

Final Grades determined as follows:
A= 625 or more points

B= 560-624 points

C= 490-559 points

D=420-489 points

F = less than 420 points

Missed Exams can only be made up with my permission and at my convenience. Therefore, all make-up exams will take place at the end of the semester at one time. The exact date, time and location are still to be determined. Only those students who have compelling reasons for missing an exam are entitled to take a make-up exam. 
Expectations for Out-of-Class Study  Beyond the time required to attend each class meeting, students enrolled in this course should expect to spend at least an additional NINE hours per week of their own time in course-related activities, including reading required materials, completing assignments, preparing for exams, etc. 

Attendance
Although attendance will not be taken, students are expected to attend class and participate in classroom discussions. Your success in this course is directly related to your ability to come to class and to take notes diligently. During the lectures and discussions important facts and themes will be emphasized which will appear on the exams and quizzes in some form. Come to class every day. 

Rules for my class:

1. Turn off you cell phones.

2. Do not be late for class. 

3. Do not leave class before I dismiss you.

4. Do not leave and come back to class (restroom, get a drink, etc.).

5. Be courteous during class discussions and lectures.

6. Sleeping in class will not be tolerated.

7. DO NOT work on other class assignments during class.

8. ASK QUESTIONS anytime something is not clear.

9. Cheating and/or plagiarism will not be tolerated in any form.

Drop Policy: Students are responsible for dropping this course, if the need should arise. I cannot drop a student for any reason. The last day to drop the course is October 30. The History department office (UH 202) is the place to initiate this process.  It is the student's responsibility to officially withdraw if they do not plan to attend after registering. Students will not be automatically dropped for non-attendance. Repayment of certain types of financial aid administered through the University may be required as the result of dropping classes or withdrawing. For more information, contact the Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships (http://wweb.uta.edu/ses/fao).

Americans With Disabilities Act: The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of all federal equal opportunity legislation, including the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). All instructors at UT Arlington are required by law to provide "reasonable accommodations" to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Any student requiring an accommodation for this course must provide the instructor with official documentation in the form of a letter certified by the staff in the Office for Students with Disabilities, University Hall 102. Only those students who have officially documented a need for an accommodation will have their request honored. Information regarding diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining disability-based academic accommodations can be found at www.uta.edu/disability or by calling the Office for Students with Disabilities at (817) 272-3364.

Academic Integrity: All students enrolled in this course are expected to adhere to the UT Arlington Honor Code:

I pledge, on my honor, to uphold UT Arlington’s tradition of academic integrity, a tradition that values hard work and honest effort in the pursuit of academic excellence. 

I promise that I will submit only work that I personally create or contribute to group collaborations, and I will appropriately reference any work from other sources. I will follow the highest standards of integrity and uphold the spirit of the Honor Code.

Instructors may employ the Honor Code as they see fit in their courses, including (but not limited to) having students acknowledge the honor code as part of an examination or requiring students to incorporate the honor code into any work submitted. Per UT System Regents’ Rule 50101, §2.2, suspected violations of university’s standards for academic integrity (including the Honor Code) will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. Violators will be disciplined in accordance with University policy, which may result in the student’s suspension or expulsion from the University.

Student Support Services Available: UT Arlington provides a variety of resources and programs designed to help students develop academic skills, deal with personal situations, and better understand concepts and information related to their courses. Resources include tutoring, major-based learning centers, developmental education, advising and mentoring, personal counseling, and federally funded programs. For individualized referrals, students may visit the reception desk at University College (Ransom Hall), call the Maverick Resource Hotline at 817-272-6107, send a message to resources@uta.edu, or view the information at www.uta.edu/resources.

Electronic Communication: UT Arlington has adopted MavMail as its official means to communicate with students about important deadlines and events, as well as to transact university-related business regarding financial aid, tuition, grades, graduation, etc. All students are assigned a MavMail account and are responsible for checking the inbox regularly. There is no additional charge to students for using this account, which remains active even after graduation. Information about activating and using MavMail is available at http://www.uta.edu/oit/cs/email/mavmail.php.

Student Feedback Survey:  At the end of each term, students enrolled in classes categorized as lecture, seminar, or laboratory shall be directed to complete a Student Feedback Survey (SFS). Instructions on how to access the SFS for this course will be sent directly to each student through MavMail approximately 10 days before the end of the term. Each student’s feedback enters the SFS database anonymously and is aggregated with that of other students enrolled in the course. UT Arlington’s effort to solicit, gather, tabulate, and publish student feedback is required by state law; students are strongly urged to participate. For more information, visit http://www.uta.edu/sfs.

Emergency Exit Procedures: Should we experience an emergency event that requires us to vacate the building, students should exit the room and move toward the nearest exit. When exiting the building during an emergency, one should never take an elevator but should use the stairwells. Faculty members and instructional staff will assist students in selecting the safest route for evacuation and will make arrangements to assist handicapped individuals.
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