Sociology4341.001:  Inequalities in Public Education
Fall 2013
COBA 256 1:00-1:50

The instructor reserves the right to amend the syllabus during the semester.
Krystal Beamon, Ph.D.

420 University Hall

kbeamon@uta.edu
Office Hours: Mon/Wed 11-12 and by appointment
Text: Jonathan Kozol(2005)  The Shame of the Nation: The Restoration of Apartheid Schooling in America 

All other readings will be assigned and posted on blackboard.

Course Description: Racial prejudice and institutional racism remain significant problems in the United States. This course examines the manner in which race, ethnicity and class affect quality of education in our public school system. We will discuss the resegregation of schools, schools as reproducers of inequality, the rich/poor achievement and funding gap, as well as the dominant/minority achievement and funding gap. We will explore policies and programs that aim to address these inequalities. Most importantly this is a service learning course in which students will be required to volunteer with programs that are working to produce college bound students from disadvantaged backgrounds.   
Course Requirements: This course is designed as a service learning course. Students will be required to complete volunteer work at one of the suggested sites, preferably a Roots Generation Texas College Go Center. 
Course Schedule (tentative): 

Week #           TOPIC

1                      Introduction 

2
            Understanding discrimination in education
3                      Achievement gaps 
4
Racial Segregation in schools and Discuss Kozol Shame of a Nation (paper due  Friday September 13, 2013)
5
Solutions (Field trip)
6                      Service Learning/ online reflection on Blackboard discussion groups
7

Reflection meeting September 30, 2013
8
Service Learning
9
Service Learning/online reflection 
10

Reflection meeting October 21, 2013
11

Service Learning
12

Service Learning/online reflection
13                    Reflection meeting November 11, 2013
14

Presentations
15

Presentations
16

Presentations           
Final Exam
Course Work: 

NOTE: All course work must be typed, double spaced, no larger than 12 point font. Late work will be penalized.

1. The Shame of the Nation book reaction: Students will be required to read Jonathan Kozol’s The Shame of the Nation: The Restoration of Apartheid Schooling in America, as well as other relevant articles. A 5-7 page reaction paper will be due on September 20. (I strongly suggest that students read or become familiar with the precursor to this book entitled Savage Inequalities: Children in America's Schools also written by Jonathon Kozol.) 50pts
2. Service Learning Volunteer work: Students will be required to volunteer with College Go Centers by tutoring, mentoring, aiding students with college applications, SAT/ACT preparation etc.  
You will be assigned points toward your final grade on the following scale: 

10-15 hours volunteered:  100pts

16-20 hours volunteered: 125pts

21-30 hours volunteered: 150pts

>30 hours volunteered:    175pts (bonus points possible)

Possible volunteer sites:

ArlingtonISD Afterschool program 
Dallas After school network, Erika Johnson 214-290-5060

Hope Tutoring (arlington) (817) 860-7757

Boys and Girls Club Santiago Sanchez 817-275-6551 ext. 223

Arlington Reads Program through Arlington Public Library 817-459-6900

Girls Inc. Amy Rasor 817-259-1050

Arlignton Life Sheltor Liesl Gray 817-548-9885

KIPP Academy (Southern Dallas) Mackenzie Martin at mmartin@kippdfw.org or call at (214) 290-0169. 

Jubilee Park & Community Center, Reiner Christophe Zuercher 

T 214-887-1364 ext. 268 www.jubileecenter.org

3. Final Presentation:  Students will research on their own education inequalities in the U.S. and locally. You may interview educators, community leaders, administrators etc. Your presentation will chronicle what you have learned while volunteering and a feasible solution to dismantling inequality in American Schools. You may present alone or in groups of up to 3 persons. 100pts    
4. Reflection Journal: Students will write in reflection journals after each volunteer session. They will use the “What, So What, Now What” format. This journal will be turned in with the final presentation. 50pts                                                                
Grades will be based upon the following percentages: 90% = A, 80% = B, 70% = C, 60% = D, <50% = F. There will be 400 total points possible.  

Drop Policy: Students may drop or swap (adding and dropping a class concurrently) classes through self-service in MyMav from the beginning of the registration period through the late registration period. After the late registration period, students must see their academic advisor to drop a class or withdraw. Undeclared students must see an advisor in the University Advising Center. Drops can continue through a point two-thirds of the way through the term or session. It is the student's responsibility to officially withdraw if they do not plan to attend after registering. Students will not be automatically dropped for non-attendance. Repayment of certain types of financial aid administered through the University may be required as the result of dropping classes or withdrawing. Contact the Financial Aid Office for more information.

Americans with Disabilities Act: The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of all federal equal opportunity legislation, including the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). All instructors at UT Arlington are required by law to provide "reasonable accommodations" to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Any student requiring an accommodation for this course must provide the instructor with official documentation in the form of a letter certified by the staff in the Office for Students with Disabilities, University Hall 102. Only those students who have officially documented a need for an accommodation will have their request honored. Information regarding diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining disability-based academic accommodations can be found at www.uta.edu/disability or by calling the Office for Students with Disabilities at (817) 272-3364.

Academic Integrity: It is the philosophy of The University of Texas at Arlington that academic dishonesty is a completely unacceptable mode of conduct and will not be tolerated in any form. All persons involved in academic dishonesty will be disciplined in accordance with University regulations and procedures. Discipline may include suspension or expulsion from the University. According to the UT System Regents’ Rule 50101, §2.2, "Scholastic dishonesty includes but is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student or the attempt to commit such acts." 

Student Support Services Available: The University of Texas at Arlington provides a variety of resources and programs designed to help students develop academic skills, deal with personal situations, and better understand concepts and information related to their courses. These resources include tutoring, major-based learning centers, developmental education, advising and mentoring, personal counseling, and federally funded programs. For individualized referrals to resources for any reason, students may contact the Maverick Resource Hotline at 817-272-6107 or visit www.uta.edu/resources for more information.

Electronic Communication Policy: The University of Texas at Arlington has adopted the University “MavMail” address as the sole official means of communication with students. MavMail is used to remind students of important deadlines, advertise events and activities, and permit the University to conduct official transactions exclusively by electronic means. For example, important information concerning registration, financial aid, payment of bills, and graduation are now sent to students through the MavMail system. All students are assigned a MavMail account. Students are responsible for checking their MavMail regularly. Information about activating and using MavMail is available at http://www.uta.edu/oit/email/. There is no additional charge to students for using this account, and it remains active even after they graduate from UT Arlington.

