COURSE SYLLABUS
MUSI 4101 German and English Diction

Fall Semester 2013
Instructor:  Ronald Montgomery

T/R 12:30 p.m. – 1:20 a.m.

Room F304 

Office Hours:  Tuesday, Thursday and Friday – By Appointment (Room F423)
Phones:  cell: 214-460-8864; 
E-mail addresses:  rbm7@uta.edu
Course Description

The study of English and German diction for singing.

Course Objectives

Students will study and learn the correct sounds of all vowels and consonants in German and English in order to sing in these languages with accurate, intelligible diction.  The International Phonetic Alphabet symbols for English and German will be used as a major aid toward this objective, and students will learn to transcribe and read the IPA accurately.  

Correct rules for syllabification and stress will be taught to give students an idiomatic, clear pronunciation of both languages.

Student Learning Outcomes

In this course students will learn how to pronounce German and English in order to sing classical music vocal literature.  They will also learn tools that will enable them to analyze these languages and arrive at the correct pronunciation on their own. 

Attendance
Attendance will not be taken.  Since the nature of this class is aural, attendance is essential to your success.  Missed quizzes will not be made up unless valid documentation from a doctor or other proof for an excused absence is presented.

Required Texts

Johnston, Amanda.  English and German Diction for Singers. Lanham, MD:  Scarecrow Press, Inc., 2011.

An English dictionary with IPA symbols.

A German/English dictionary with IPA symbols.
Required Materials
A notebook/binder

CD or cassette tape for recording songs for midterm and final exams
Course Outline

Aug. 22
Introduction to the IPA; symbols and pronunciation of vowel sounds in German.
Homework:  Johnston: Preface pp. x – xii and Chap. 1 pp. 3 – 7; memorize vowel symbols.
Aug. 27
IPA for German:  consonants – symbols and spelling; discussion Johnston Preface and Chap. 1; homework:  Johnston: Chap. 3 pp. 24 – mid-35. 
Aug. 29
Lied:  In wunderschönen Monat Mai; discussion Johnston Chap. 3. 

Sept. 3

Quiz 1: vowel and glide symbols; practice sounds; homework: Johnston: Chap. 13 pp. 131 - 140. 

Sept. 5
Listening and transcribing a song; practice sounds; discussion Johnston Chap. 13.  

Sept. 10
Quiz 2: consonant symbols; discussion of spelling, long and short vowels; homework: Johnston Chap. 16 pp. 152 – 162.  Lied: Erstes Grün.
Sept. 12

Practice sounds; listening and transcribing; discussion Johnston Chap. 16.
Sept. 17
Quiz 3: open and closed vowels; discussion of consonants: pronunciation and spelling; homework: Johnston Chap. 17 pp. 164 – 184; Lied: Ich trage meine Minne. 
 

Sept. 19
Practice sounds. Continue Ich trage meine Minne; discussion Johnston Chap. 17.
Sept. 24
Discussion glottal stops and assimilation of consonant sounds; homework Johnston Chap. 18 pp. 186 – 200. 
Sept. 26
Quiz 4: glottal stops and assimilation of consonant sounds. 


Oct. 1

Review.  
Oct. 3

Review.
Oct. 8

Perform German Lied in class.
Oct. 10

Midterm exam in German Diction; turn in IPA transcription of Lied. 


Oct. 15

Introduction to the IPA; symbols and pronunciation of vowel sounds in English.


Homework:  Johnston Chap. 4 pp. 41 – 44 and Chap. 5 pp. 45 – 53; memorize vowel symbols.
Oct. 17
IPA symbols and pronunciation for consonants in English; listening: Come away, come away, death.  Discussion of Johnston Chaps. 4 & 5.   
Oct. 22

Listening and IPA:  “Bright is the Ring of Words”; homework: Johnston Chap 6 pp. 54 – 63. 
Oct. 24
Quiz 5:  IPA symbols for vowels; discussion of Johnston Chap. 6; choose an English song for midterm exam.  Homework:  Johnston Chap. 7 pp. 64 – 67. 
Oct. 29
 Listening and IPA transcription of songs; discussion: Johnston Chap. 7 pp. 64 – 67.  Homework Johnston Chap 8. pp. 68 – 86. 
Oct. 31 
Quiz 6:  IPA symbols for consonants and glides; Must the Winter Come So Soon. . 
Nov. 5

Continue Winter; practice sounds; discussion: Johnston Chap. 8.  Homework:  Johnston Chap. 9 pp. 90 – 95.    
Nov. 7

Deadline for choosing song; discussion Johnston Chap. 9.  
Nov. 12
Transcribe No Word from Tom; Homework  Johnston Chap 10 pp. 96 – 116. 
Nov. 14
Quiz 7: IPA complete words. Discussion: Johnston Chap. 10.
Nov. 19
Continue transcription of Tom.


Nov. 21
Sing songs in class.
Nov. 26
Review.  
Dec. 3

Review.  Last day to turn in IPA transcription of song.
Dec. 12

Final Exam; 11:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Grading
In-class quizzes (approximately 8)

one-third

Midterm exam




one-third

Final exam




one-third

Recommended Texts

Adams, David.  A Handbook of Diction for Singers:  Italian, German, French.  New York:  Oxford 
University Press, second edition, 2008.

Cox, Richard.  The Singer’s Manual of German and French Diction.  New York:  Schirmer, 1970.

Jones, Daniel.  English Pronunciation Dictionary.  14th Ed..  Cambridge:  Cambridge University Press, 1992.

Kenyon, John S.  and Thomas A. Knott.  A Pronouncing Dictionary of American English.  Springfield, 
Mass.:  Merriam-Webster Inc., Publisher, 1953.
Marshall, Madeleine.  The Singer's Manual of English Diction. New York:  Schirmer Books, 1953.
Moriarty, John.  Diction:  Italian, Latin, French, German.  Boston:  Schirmer, 1953.
Odom, William.  German for Singers:  A Textbook of diction and Phonetics.  2nd ed. Schirmer, New York, 1997.

Paton, John Glenn.  Gateway to German Diction.  Alfred Publishing, 1999.
Siebs, Theodor.  Deutsche Hochsprache Bühnenaussprache.  Berlin:  Gruyter, 1958.  

The Oxford Duden German Dictionary, revised.  Oxford:  Clarendon Press, 1977.

Wall, Joan and Robert Caldwell.  Diction for Singers.  Dallas:  Pst…, 1990.  

Wall, Joan.  International Phonetic Alphabet for Singers.  Dallas:  Pst…, 1989.

Useful Websites
Dictionaries and Translation Services
http://wordreference.com

http://www.foreignword.com

http://www.google.com/language_tools?hl=en

Fonts

http://scripts.sil.org/cms/scrpts/page.php?site_id=nrsi&id=encore-ipa

Songs and Aria Texts

http://www.recmusic.org/lieder

http://www.aria-database.com/index2.html

http://www.music.indiana.edu/musicref/translat.htm

Midi

http://www.classicalmidiconnection.com/cmc/index.htm

http://www.classicalarchives.com

Music to buy

http://www.cdsheetmusic.com/index.html

http://www.classicalvocalrep.com

http://www.tismusic.com/browse.cfm?thedept=V

http://www.schirmer.com/S/library.htm

http://www.alred.com/frameset.cfm?sub=vocal&main=sub_vocal/2003/vocal_mw_03_levelnav.html

http://www.schubertline.co.uk/index.htm

http://www.penders.com/penders/catalog/company_info.php

Library

http://pulse.uta.edu
Americans with Disabilities Act:  The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of federal equal opportunity legislation; reference Public Law 93112 – The  Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended.  With the passage of new federal legislation entitled Americans with Disabilities Act – (ADA), pursuant to section 504 of The Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same opportunities enjoyed by all citizens.  As a faculty member, I am required by law to provide “reasonable accommodation” to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability.  Student responsibility primarily rests with informing faculty at the beginning of the semester and in providing authorized documentation through designated administrative channels.  In conformance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, I state that, “If you require an accommodation based on disability, I would like to meet with you in the privacy of my office during the first week of the semester to make sure you are properly accommodated.  Contact Mr. Jim Hayes (817-272-3364) for information.”

Academic Honesty:  It is the philosophy of the University of Texas at Arlington that academic dishonesty is a completely unacceptable mode of conduct and will not be tolerated in any form.  All persons involved in academic dishonesty will be disciplined in accordance with University regulations and procedures.  Discipline may include suspension or expulsion from the University.  “Scholastic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student or the attempt to commit such acts.”  (Regents’ Rules and Regulations, Part One, Chapter VI, Section 3.2, Subdivision 3.22).    

