SOCW 6319: Mental Health Policy  Spring, 2014
 

Instructor: Patricia Burke, DCH, LCSW
  
Class Time: Thursdays 5:30 – 8:20 PM 

Telephone Number: 
 817-247-8706 (cell)

Email Address: plburke@uta.edu
 

Office Hours: Before and after class
I. 
Academic Standards and Descriptions

A.  Council on Social Work Education – Educational Policy and Academic Standards: (from pgs 35-36 of the manual):

The master's curriculum prepares graduates for advanced social work practice in an area of 
concentration. Using a conceptual framework to identify advanced knowledge and skills, 
programs build an advanced curriculum from the foundation content. In the advanced 
curriculum, the foundation content areas (Section 4, 4.0- 4.7) are addressed in greater depth, 
breadth, and specificity and support the program's conception of advanced practice.

B. Course Description from the Graduate Catalogue: Studies programs and policies in the field of mental health. An analytical model is employed in the process of examining critical issues in the mental health arena. Prerequisite: SOCW 5303.

C. Expanded Description of Course Content: This seminar builds on the content and concepts of previous courses in the social work professional foundation curriculum, which builds on a liberal arts foundation.  The ability to apply a set of criteria in analyzing social welfare programs, policies, and issues provides a base for this seminar.  The course includes content on social work values and ethics in the context of enhancing well-being.  Furthermore, through studying a constellation of specified, interrelated issues in the substantive area of mental health, the student is expected to acquire and sharpen conceptual tools which are transferable for the analysis of problems and issues in other substantive fields.  Attention will be given to underserved populations, international mental health issues, social justice, and client empowerment.

II.  Educational Objectives Addressed:

SOCW 6319 addresses all three of the goals for MSSW education at the UTA School of Social 
Work:

Goal 1:  Prepare MSSW students to practice effectively and ethically with the full 
range of 
social systems, emphasizing evidence-informed practice, a strengths approach, diversity, social 
justice, empowerment, and a critical thinking perspective.

Goal 2:  Prepare MSSW students who understand the organizational contexts of social work 
practice and who are prepared to assume the responsibility for leadership positions, as well as 
engaging in lifelong learning.

Goal 3:  Prepare MSSW students, by valuing social work history and the integration of social 
work knowledge, to understand professional social work and to be prepared for advanced level 
concentration in either Direct Practice or Community and Administrative Practice.

A.   Definitions of Key Terms

1. Evidence-Informed Practice:
Evidence-informed practice (EIP) is a guiding principal for the UTA-SSW.  This approach is guided by the philosophy espoused by Gambrill (2006) and others who discuss evidence-based practice (EBP).  Though many definitions of EIP/EBP saturate the literature, we offer two definitions that most closely define our understanding of the concept and serve to explicate our vision of EIP for the UTA-SSW:

The use of the best available scientific knowledge derived from randomized, controlled outcome studies, and meta-analyses of existing outcome studies, as one basis for guiding professional interventions and effective therapies, combined with professional ethical standards, clinical judgment, and practice wisdom (Barker, 2003, p. 149).

 …..the integration of the best research evidence with our clinical expertise and our patient’s unique values and circumstances (Strauss, et al. (2005). 

2.  Strengths-based Social Work seeks to explore and exploit the strengths and resources of clients and environments to better help them achieve their goals (Saleebey, 2002).  

3. Diversity reflects knowledge about and sensitivity to differences between individuals, groups and individuals within groups, with an emphasis on vulnerable populations and cultures. Understanding and accepting diversity is vital in social work assessment, planning, intervention and research.

4. Social Justice has many different definitions, largely depending on one’s philosophical and political viewpoints.  Van Soest (1995) indicates that three main types of social justice viewpoints exist:  legal justice, communicative justice and distributive justice.  Social work’s approach is largely in the John Rawls (1971) distributive justice tradition, though other perspectives and insights are not excluded.  Aristotle, in Politics (4 century B.C.) stated that equality “consists in the same treatment of similar persons.’  This “same treatment” is a major social work goal.
5.  Empowerment is defined by Barker (2003, 142) as follows: 
In social work practice, the process of helping individuals, families, groups, and communities increase their personal, interpersonal, socioeconomic, and political strength and develop influence toward improving their circumstances.
The UTA SSW vision statement states that the “School’s vision is to promote social and economic justice in a diverse environment.” Empowerment connects with the vision statement 
because, as Rees (1991) has pointed out, the very objective of empowerment is social justice.  Empowerment is a seminal vehicle by which social justice can be realized.  It could well be argued that true social justice cannot be realized without empowerment. Empowerment, anchored with a generalist base, directs social workers to address root causes at all levels and in all contexts, not simply “symptoms”. This is not a static process but an ongoing, dynamic process, a process leading to a greater degree of social justice and equality.  
6. Critical Thinking Perspective “involves clearly describing and taking responsibility for our claims and arguments, critically evaluating our views no matter how cherished, and considering alternative views” (Gambrill, 1997, p. 126).
By addressing all three MSSW program goals, SOCW 6319 also addresses the following MSSW educational objectives in either Direct Practice or Community and Administrative Practice, depending on which specialization the student has chosen.

B.  Relation to Concentration Objectives
            Course Objectives:  Upon successful completion of the course, students will: 

a. Demonstrate knowledge and skill in direct practice with an area of specialization: child and family services, mental health services, or health/aging services (in development).
b. Complete multidimensional, biopsychosocial assessments with client systems and groups in their area of specialization, taking into account client strengths, diversity and social justice.
c. Develop and apply appropriate, evidence-informed, empowerment-based intervention plans within their area of specialization.
d. Critically analyze theoretical models of micro practice to challenge societal oppression and discrimination, as well as for decision-making in practice.
e. Demonstrate an understanding of race, gender, sexual orientation, ability, culture, and other client characteristics, in conducting culturally sensitive, competent, and ethical social work practice.
f. Demonstrate the ability to evaluate practice activities by use of outcome and process techniques, using the results to modify practice.
g. Demonstrate ability to integrate micro and macro practice, policy, and research into their area of service delivery in order to enhance client well-being.

By graduation, students specializing in Community and Administrative Practice will achieve the foundation objectives and the following advanced concentration objectives:
a. Build on generalist skills in community assessment to design an intervention strategy Including mission, goals, objectives, budget, logic model, and evaluation.

b. Identify, critically evaluate, and apply appropriate, evidence-informed intervention at the agency or community level.

c. Critically analyze and apply a variety of community and administrative theories to practice.

d. Demonstrate skills in ethical and empowerment-based social work practice, taking into account the impact of race, gender, sexual orientation, ability, culture, religion, national origin and other client characteristics in organizations, and communities.

e. Design practice evaluation activities to improve human service interventions in organizations and communities.

f. Demonstrate ability to integrate micro and macro practice, policy, and research into their area of service delivery in order to enhance client well-being.

g. Prepare to engage in life-long learning and activities to update and improve professional knowledge and skills.

h. Student Learning Outcomes:

By the end of the course, students will be able to:
1. Critically evaluate the substantive area of mental health policy.

2. Identify and analyze selected policy issues in the field of mental health, including the dynamics and trends in U.S. social policy, applying the policy analysis model provided.

3. Examine the major arrangements for the delivery of mental health services.

4. Evaluate recent, evidence-based mental health research findings.  

5. Synthesize the issues and dynamics involved in underserved populations and in international mental health, using a social justice approach.  

6.   Analyze the critical issues affecting mental health care in Texas

Objectives will be measured by academic performance on course assignments.


      Course Coverage and Objectives

This course aids students in understanding the following social welfare policy content areas (in addition to others).  These are covered in the textbook, in lectures, in assignments, and through discussion.  Though particular chapters are mentioned, coverage of these concepts can be found in other chapters, as well.
Critical Thinking

Textbook Coverage:  Mechanic (2008). Assignments:  Policy analysis paper, presentation, class participation.
Diversity

Textbook Coverage:  Rosenberg and Rosenberg (2007). Assignments:  Policy analysis paper & issue debate oral presentation, class participation.
Empowerment

Textbook Coverage:  Rosenberg and Rosenberg (2007). Assignments:  Policy analysis paper & issue debate oral presentation, class participation.
Evidence – Informed Policies and Programs

Textbook Coverage: Mechanic (2008); Rosenberg and Rosenberg (2007), chapter 6. Assignments:  Policy analysis paper & issue debate oral presentation, class participation, and quizzes 01 and 02.

Global Perspectives

Policy analysis paper & issue debate oral presentation, class participation.
Liberal Arts Foundation

Assignments:  Policy analysis paper and issue debate oral presentation, class participation.
Populations-at-Risk and Social and Economic Justice

Textbook Coverage:  Mechanic (2008); Rosenberg and Rosenberg (2007). Assignments:  Policy analysis paper & issue debate oral presentation, class participation.
Research
Assignments: Policy analysis paper and issue debate oral presentation, class participation, and quizzes 01 and 02.

Values and Ethics

Textbook coverage: and Rosenberg and Rosenberg (2007). Assignments:  Policy analysis paper & issue debate oral presentation, class participation.     
III. Requirements: There are 9 course requirements, providing a possible total of 100 points.

	Activity
	Points

	Three Critical Issues Assignment
	  5

	Group Presentations on a Mental Health Research Report
	 15

	Letter to Legislator
	  5

	Field Visit to Psychiatric Facility or Program: 1-Page Paper and 

Class Presentation
	 15

	Mental Health Policy in the News
	  5

	Reaction Paper to R&R Text Chapter
	 10

	Final Paper on Mental Health Policy Analysis
	 30

	Presentations on Final Paper
	 10

	Class Attendance & Participation
	  5

	Total
	100




Required Texts:



        Mechanic, D. (2008). Mental Health and Social Policy: Beyond Managed Care (6th ed.). New 
        York, NY: Pearson Education, Inc. 

 Rosenberg, J. & Rosenberg, S.  (Eds.).  (2006). Community Mental Health:  Challenges for the 21st Century.  New York: Rutledge. 

            Recommended Reports:


       New Freedom Commission on Mental Health, Achieving the Promise: Transforming Mental  
      
Health Care in America. Final Report. DHHS Pub. No. SMA-03-3832. Rockville, MD: 2003.  
      You can download a copy for free here:

       http://www.mentalhealthcommission.gov/reports/FinalReport/toc.html
Mental Health, United States, 2002.  DHHS. Pub. No. SMA04-3938.  Rockville, MD.     http://www.mentalhealth.samhsa.gov/publications/allpubs/SMA04-3938/default.asp

The Provision of Mental Health Services in Managed Care Organizations.  DHHS Pub. No.     SMA03-3797.  http://www.mentalhealth.samhsa.gov/publications/allpubs/sma03-3797/default.asp
      Note: The Instructor may assign additional readings throughout the semester.
Attendance Policy:  The role of the instructor in this seminar is to provide structure and 
direction, lecture and serve as a consultant, coordinator and resource person to the seminar 
members. Active participation by seminar members is expected in order to promote peer 
learning through thoughtful reading, thinking, and discussion. Therefore, attendance is 
mandatory.  After 3 absences, 5 points will be deducted from the overall course score. Class 
activities include seminar discussions and organized presentations, both group and individual.  
I. Descriptions of Major Assignments

1)  
Letter to Legislator (Learning Objectives 1-6).  5 points

Students will write and send a letter to a Texas Senator or Representative in their district.  
This will entail: a) a one-page letter regarding his/her position regarding an important piece of mental health legislation, b) a one-page fact sheet, and c) a page of references.  Students will provide a copy of the documents, as well as a copy of the response letter sent by the politician.  Students will turn in letter and discuss in class on Jan. 30. 


2)    Three Critical Issues Assignment (Learning Objective #1):  5 points


Interview one person involved in the formal delivery of mental health services (phone or on-site).  Elicit from them and list in rank order “the three most critical issues in mental health today.”  Have them describe these issues in some detail.  5 minute class discussion.  Due: February 6, 2014
3)
  Mental Health Policy in the News (Learning Objectives 1, 2, and 6)  5 points
Students are to look for a specific mental health policy issue in the news: TV, radio (NPR), newspaper, and/or the internet. Students will present their policy issue by February 27.  In addition, students are encouraged to subscribe to Today’s Clips (UT Austin) by sending an email to:  Hogg-Communications@austin.utexas.edu.

Two other good resources for keeping informed about mental health policy are:

MHA/Mental Health America (fka National Mental Health Association): http://www1.nmha.org/newsroom/system/mhHeadline.main.cfm

NIMH/National Institute of Mental Health: http://www.nimh.nih.gov/tools/listserv.cfm
4)
 Group Presentation on Selected Mental Health Research Report (Learning Objective #4)


In groups of 3-4, present an oral report on a major mental health study.  This review should include the following points: 15 points


1.    Identification of the researcher’s/author’s credentials (e.g., position, education, experience).



2.    Problem studied—why important?



3.    Hypotheses of the study



4.    Methodology 



5.    Findings



6.    Conclusions—implications for policy and practice in the mental health field



7.    Critique of the study  

Provide the Instructor and members of the seminar with an outline of your presentation, including the title and authors. Due: February 20
     5)
Field Visit to Psychiatric Program or Facility (Learning Objectives #1, 3, 6)  15 points
Decide on a program or facility in consultation with the instructor, and make arrangements to conduct a field visit.  You may do this in pairs or small groups of up to 4 if the shelter/facility staff is so willing.  You may need to sign a release form in order to visit these sites.  Write up a 1-page report on the experience and your observations, and share that experience during class March 6 or 13 (10-15 minutes).  The 1-page report will be due:  March 6. 
6)   Reaction Paper on R&R chapter (Learning Objectives 1–6).  10 points  Students will write a reaction paper to a chapter in the text.  Two pages, due March 27.  
7)  Final Paper on Mental Health Policy Analysis (Learning Outcomes #2,5) 30 points
With the concurrence of the instructor, select a state or federal mental health policy.  Thoroughly study the policy and the issues involved with the policy, identifying its relevancy and significance.  Using APA guidelines, the Karger/Stoesz policy analysis model, and additional parameters provided by the professor, present and analyze the policy.  Include your including your recommendations related to the policy issue.  

The paper (and presentation of the paper) may be done in groups of up to three people. Length: 8-10 pages, double-spaced.  Minimum of 8 references, 4 of which must be from professional journal articles.   Due:   April 10.
8) Presentations on Final Paper (Learning Outcomes # 2,5)   10 points
Give oral presentation (15 min.) of final paper, using Power Point. Please give the instructor an outline of your presentation. Presentations: Apr 10, 17, 24. 

Grading Policy: Nine course requirements, providing a possible total of 200 points 
      The grading system is as follows:      
90-100
A 

60-69
D
80-89
B

0-59
F
70-79
C

The instructor reserves the right to give a grade of “F” for the course as a whole to any 
student found guilty of plagiarism of any assignment by the Office of Student Conduct.

      Policy on Incompletes: No Incomplete (“I”) grade will be given. 
Student Support Services Available: The University of Texas at Arlington supports a variety 
of student success programs to help you connect with the University and achieve academic 
success. These programs include learning assistance, developmental education, advising and 
mentoring, admission and transition, and federally funded programs. Students requiring 
assistance academically, personally, or socially should contact the Office of Student Success 
Programs at 817-272-6107 for more information and appropriate referrals.
Librarian to Contact:  John Dillard, Social Work E-library, x-2-7518, dillard@uta.edu 
E-Culture Policy:  The University of Texas at Arlington has adopted the University email address as an official means of communication with students.  Through the use of email, UT-Arlington is able to provide students with relevant and timely information, designed to facilitate student success.  In particular, important information concerning registration, financial aid, payment of bills, and graduation may be sent to students through email.
Drop Policy:  Refer to the University drop policy.

            Grade Grievance Policy:    Please refer to the catalog.

Americans With Disabilities Act: The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being 
committed to both the spirit and letter of federal equal opportunity legislation; reference Public 
Law 92-112 - The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended. With the passage of federal 
legislation entitled Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), pursuant to section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same 
opportunities enjoyed by all citizens.

 As a faculty member, I am required by law to provide "reasonable accommodations" to 
students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Student 
responsibility primarily rests with informing faculty of their need for accommodation and in 
providing authorized documentation through designated administrative channels.  Information 
regarding specific diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining academic accommodations can 
be found at www.uta.edu/disability.   Also, you may visit the Office for Students with 
Disabilities in room 102 of University Hall or call them at (817) 272-3364.

Academic Integrity: It is the philosophy of The University of Texas at Arlington that academic dishonesty is a completely unacceptable mode of conduct and will not be tolerated in any form. All persons involved in academic dishonesty will be disciplined in accordance with University regulations and procedures. Discipline may include suspension or expulsion from the University. 

"Scholastic dishonesty includes but is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student or the attempt to commit such acts." (Regents’ Rules and Regulations, Series 50101, Section 2.2)
COURSE SCHEDULE

	Class Date
	Class Content
	Required Readings

	January 16
	Introduction and Course Overview

Dynamics and Trends in U.S. Social Policy
	Rosenberg & Rosenberg Chapters 1, 2
New Freedom Commission on Mental Health, U.S. Mental Health, 2002

	January 23
	Mental Health & Mental Health Professions
	Mechanic, Chapters 1, 2

	January 30
	Overview of Mental Illness & Services

Letter to Legislator Due
Notify Prof. of Group Research Team & Selection of M. H. Research Report
	R&R Chapters 3, 4

	February 6
	Psychological Disorders & Treatment

Three Critical Issues/Presentations
	Mechanic, Chapters 3, 4, 6



	February 13
	Approaches to Policymaking and Analysis 

Best Practices in Community Mental Health
	Karger & Stoesz, pp. 31-37 chapter 2: Policy Analysis Model 

R&R Chapters 6, 7, 8, 9

	February 20
	Group Presentations on Mental Health Research Report
	

	February 27
	Development of Mental Health Policy 

Innovations in Mental Health Services Mental Health Policy in the News Due
	Mechanic, Chapters 5, 9, 10


	March 6
	Field Visit Paper/Presentations
	

	March 13
	The Financing & Delivery of M.H. Services; Neuropsychiatric Perspectives on MH treatment
 Selected Ethical & Legal Issues
	Mechanic Chapter 7, 8 
The Provision of Mental Health Services in Managed Care Orgs. (DHHS Report)

	March 27
	Children & Adolescent Mental Health 
Community Mental Health with Underserved Populations
Reaction Paper Due
	R&R Chapter 5
R&R Chapters 9 - 13


	April 3
	Mental Illness and Homelessness
	R&R Chapters 14 - 16

	April 10
	Final Policy Paper is Due

Policy Paper Presentations
	

	April 17
	Policy Paper Presentations
	

	April  24
	Policy Paper Presentations
	

	 May 1
	Wrap up
	DSM 5 & The Future of Mental Health


 Mental Health Policy Analysis Paper (and grading weight)

I. Introduction  2 points  In this section, briefly introduce and specific the policy. Be sure to include the dates of the policy, specific Code/Statute, and source of the policy within the governmental structure.  Cite the specific Code/Statute.  For Federal Codes, see: www.law.cornell.edu/uscode.  For federal legislation that is pending in congress, see: www.thomas.gov.

For Texas State Statues, see: www.capitol.state.tx.us/statutes/statutes.html.  The website for the Texas Legislature also has links to federal policy: www.capitol.state.tx.us/.

II. The Historical Background of the Policy   2 points
III. Description of the Problem that Necessitated the Policy   2 points
IV. Description of the Policy    10 points
a. Policy Goals.  What is the policy hoping to achieve? 

b. Are the Goals of the Policy:


1. Realistic in attempts to solve the problem?

2. Just and Democratic?



3. Contributing to the Greater Social Equality?



4. Consistent with the Values of Professional Social Work?


c.  Strengths and Weaknesses of the Policy.

d.  Are there any unintended consequences of the policy?

e.  Are there any opposing viewpoints (e.g. pro-faith-based programs vs. anti-faith-based programs)

V. Comparative and International Analysis: What Can Be Learned About This Problem from the Experiences of another country (other than the U.S.); OR  another state (other than Texas)    1 point
VI. Social Thought and Ideology   3 points
a. What are the Major Ideological Suppositions Contained in the Policy?

b. What is the Perspective on the Role of Government, and the Nature of Society, as it Pertains to the Policy?   
VII. What Dynamics and Patterns of U.S. Social Policy are Evident in the Policy (from class lectures/activities)?   5 points
VIII. Conclusion  Provide a concise conclusion of your findings related to the Policy. 3 points
IX. Definitions of Key Terms  These are listed on a separate piece of paper.  Define terms that have a bearing on what you are writing about, e.g. “home health care”, “Safe Haven”, “Medicaid Carve-Out Program”.  1 point
X. References   These are listed on a separate piece of paper, following the text of the paper.  Use APA guidelines.  At least 8 references are required, 6 of which must be from peer-reviewed professional journals.  1 point
Total: 30 points

	Examples of Policy Analysis Papers/Topics



	1. Keeping Families Together 

	2. Mental Health Courts/Jail Diversion

	3. Grants for Home and Community Based Care

	4. Melanie Blocker-Stokes Postpartum Depression Research and Care Act

	5. Individuals with Disabilities Education Act

	6. Mental Health Parity Act  

	7. Crime Victim Compensation

	8. Safe Havens/ Domestic Violence Policies

	9. Community Mental Health Centers Construction Act Amendments

	10. Involuntary Treatment

	11. Electric Shock Treatment

	12. Mental health prevention and treatment services

	13. Policies on Same Sex Marriage

	14. Protection and Advocacy for Mentally Ill Individuals  

	15. Mental Health Rights and Advocacy  
16. TANF

17. Mental Health Act

18. ERISA

19. Keeping All Students Safe Act

20. Hate Crimes policy

21. McKinney Vento Homelessness Act

22. Affordable Care Act


General Introductory Texts on Social Policy

Barusch, A. S. (2006). Foundations of social policy-social justice in human perspective, (2nd ed.).  Belmont, CA: Thomson/Wadsworth Publs.

Blau, J. & Abramovitz, M.  (2004). The dynamics of social welfare policy. New York: Oxford University Press.

Chambers, D. & Wedel, K. R. (2005). Social policy and social programs: A method for the practical public policy analyst. Boston:  Allyn & Bacon.

DiNitto, D. M. & Cummins, L.K. (2005). Social welfare:  Politics and public policy. Boston: Pearson Education, Inc.

Dolgoff, R. & Feldstein, D. (2006). Understanding social welfare, (7th ed.). Boston: Pearson Education, Inc.

Gilbert, N. & Terrell, P. (2005). Dimensions of social welfare policy, (6th ed.).  Boston: Allyn & Bacon.

Ginsberg, L.  & Miller-Cribbs, J.  (2005). Understanding social problems, policies, and Programs. Columbia:  University of South Carolina Press.

Karger, H. J. & Stoesz, D.  (2006). American social welfare policy: A pluralist approach, ( 5th ed.).  Boston:  Allyn and Bacon.  ISBN: 0-205-40182-1.

Marx, J. D. (2004).  Social welfare: The American partnership. Boston: Pearson Education, Inc.

Popple, P.R. & Leighninger, L. (2004). The policy-based profession: An introduction to social welfare policy analysis for social workers. Boston:   Allyn and Bacon.

Segal, E. A. (2006).  Social welfare policy and social programs: A values perspective. Belmont, CA.:  Thomson/Wadsworth Publs.

Van Wormer, K.S. (1997) Social welfare: a world view.   Chicago : Nelson-Hall Publishers.

Van Wormer, K., (2006) Introduction to social welfare and social work: The U.S. in global perspective. Belmont, CA: Brooks/Cole.
History of Social Welfare

Abramovitz, M. (1996).  Regulating the lives of women: Social welfare policy from colonial times to the present.   Boston: South End Press.

Axinn, J. & Stern, M. J. (2005). Social welfare: A history of the American response to need, (6th ed.).  Boston:  Allyn and Bacon. 

Gilbert, N. & Parent, A.  (Eds.).  (2004). Welfare reform: A comparative assessment of the French and U.S. experiences.  New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction Publs.

Jansson, B.S. (2005). The reluctant welfare state: American social welfare policies – 
past, present, and future, (5th ed.).  Belmont, CA:  Brooks/Cole.

Mink, G. & Solinger, R. (Eds.).  (2003).   Welfare: A documentary history of U.S. policy and politics. New York: New York University Press.
Mittelstadt, Jennifer (2005). From welfare to workfare: The unintended consequences of Liberal reform, 1945-1965. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press.
Patterson, James T. (2000). America’s struggle against poverty, 1900-1994. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.

Policy Analysis

Burch, H. A. (1999). Social welfare policy analysis and choices. New York: Haworth 
Press University Press.

Chambers, D. E.  & Wedel, K. R. (2005). Social policy and social programs: A method for the practical public policy analyst. Boston:  Allyn & Bacon.

Meenaghan, T.M., Kilty, K.M. & McNutt, J.G.  (2004). Social policy analysis and practice. Chicago, IL: Lyceum Books.

Poverty, Discrimination and Social Justice

Anderson, L. P., Sundet, P. A., & Harrington, I. (2000).  The social welfare system in 
the United States: A social worker’s guide to public benefits programs. Boston: Allyn and Bacon.

Anderson, S.K. & Middleton, V.A.  (2005).  Explorations in privilege, oppression and diversity.  Belmont, CA:  Brooks/Cole 2005.  

Barnes, C. & Mercer, G.  (2003). Disability.  Cambridge, UK: Polity Press; Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishers.

Barry, B. (2005).  Why social justice matters. Cambridge, UK. Polity Press.
Breger, M. J. (2003). Public policy and social issues: Jewish sources and perspectives. Westport, CN:  Praeger.

Davis, K. E. & Bent-Goodley, T. B. (Eds.).  (2004). The color of social policy. Alexandria, VA: Council on Social Work Education.

Eitzen, D. S. & Smith, K. E. (2003).  Experiencing poverty:  Voices from the bottom. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth.

Erenreich, B. (2001).  Nickel & dimed:  On (not) getting by in America.  Henry Holt, Metropolitan Books. 
Gilbert, N.  (2002). Transformation of the welfare state: The silent surrender of public responsibility. New York:  Oxford University Press.

Hudson, M. (1996).  Merchants of misery. How corporate America benefits from poverty. Monroe, ME:  Common Courage Press.

Karger, H. J., Midgley, J. & Brown, C. B. (2003). Controversial issues in social policy, (2nd ed.).  Boston: Allyn & Bacon.

Karger, H. J. (2004). Scamming the Poor: the Modern Fringe Economy.  The Social Policy Journal. 3(1), 39-54.

Minton, H. L.  (2002).  Departing from deviance: A history of homosexual rights and 
emancipatory science in America. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
Quinn, P.  (1998). Understanding disability: A lifespan approach. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.

Rank, M.R. One nation, underprivileged: Why American poverty affects us all. New York:  Oxford University Press.

Secombe, K. (2007). So you think I drive a Cadillac?  Welfare recipients' perspectives on the system and its reform, (2nd ed.).   Boston: Allyn & Bacon.

Schiller, B. (2004). The economics of poverty and discrimination, (9th ed.).  Upper Saddle River, NJ:  Prentice Hall.

Sherraden, M. W. (2005). Inclusion in the American dream: Assets, poverty and public policy. New York:  Oxford University press.

Van Wormer, Katherine, S. (2004)  Confronting oppression, restoring justice: from policy analysis to social action. Alexandria, VA:  Council on Social Work Education.

Whiteman, V.L. (2001).  Social Security:  What Every Human Services Professional Should Know.    Boston:  Allyn & Bacon.  ISBN 0-205-30790-6.  


Zepezauer, M.(2004)   Take the rich off welfare.   Cambridge, MA:  South End Press.

Eitzen, D. S. & Smith, K. E. (2003).  Experiencing poverty: Voices from the bottom. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth.
Policy Practice and Advocacy

Haynes, K., & Mickelson, J. S. (2000). Affecting change: Social workers in the political 


arena, (4th ed.). Boston:  Allyn and Bacon.  

Hick, S. & McNutt, J., (Eds.).  (2002). Advocacy, activism and the internet. Chicago: Lyceum.

Hoefer, R.  (2006). Advocacy practice for social justice: Incorporating advocacy into 
the generalist model. Chicago, IL: Lyceum Books.

Jansson, B.S. (2003). Becoming an effective policy advocate: From policy practice to 
social justice, (4th ed.). Pacific Grove, CA: Brook/Cole.

Ezell, M. (2001).  Advocacy in the human services.  Belmont, CA: Brooks/Cole.

Schneider, R. & Lester, L. (2001). Social work advocacy: A new framework for action. Belmont, CA: Brooks/Cole

Child Welfare

Iwaniec, D.  & Hill, M.  (Eds.).  (2006).  Child welfare policy and practice: Issues and lessons emerging from current research.  London: Jessica Kingsley Publishers.
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