URPA 5306

THE URBAN ECONOMY

School of Urban and Public Affairs

The University of Texas at Arlington


Instructor:  Ard Anjomani
543 University Hall

Office hours: Thursday 3:00 - 5:00 pm
817-272-3310

or by appointment.
anjomani@uta.edu

Course Description:

This course provides an introduction to urban economy.  The objective of the course is to provide an introduction to the foundations of economic principles and their applications to urban areas and their development.  The purpose of the course is to provide an understanding of basic economic structures and processes and provide the students with an understanding of the functioning of markets for land and housing in urban areas, how economics can be used to evaluate public policies that affect those markets, and how these markets affect urban spatial structure.  We will use economic analysis to explain why cities exist, where they develop, how they grow, and how activities are arranged within cities.  We will also explore urban problems related to housing, transportation, poverty, crime and education.

A theme throughout this course is the powerful set of market forces that continue the predominance of urban areas in our society.  Since market forces have in large part made our cities what they are today, it is only logical that they may also provide some solutions to any urban problems.  Thus, the course is organized around three basic sets of questions.

1.  Why do cities exist?  Why do some grow faster than others?  How can urban and regional leaders attempt to encourage growth?

2.  Why do certain portions of urban areas grow faster than others?  How and why do population/employment density and property prices vary across space?  How can property values and intra regional growth be managed?

3.  What are some causes for urban problems such as poverty, homelessness and crowding, pollution, crime, and ghetto development?  What are cures and possible solutions?  Can we remedy them through education and economic development?

The format will be a mixture of lectures and seminar type discussions.  My presentations will be based on the assigned chapters of O ‘Sullivan, our main text book, as well as urban structure, US urban economic issues and microeconomics models.  These will be followed by classroom student discussions of scheduled readings.  I will lead and guide the discussions as necessary.  When the readings require the explanation of unfamiliar, complex material, I will lecture.  Although I list many readings for each section of the course outline you generally only need to read the required readings.  I may also assign the “other” readings to students during the class session prior to the date of their discussion as we will discuss in the class.
Course Requirements:

Each student should be prepared to participate in class discussions during the semester.  A short, about one page, written takeaway of the required readings will be collected each session from the students. In addition, as will be discussed in the class, an exam will be administered for the students. Instructor may decide to split the exam to a mid-term and a final examination after discussing it with the class. (PhD students may have a choice for take home examinations.)
Depending on enrollment, groups of 1-2 students will each lead the class on a discussion of one or more assigned topics, most often highlights from the second required text. Students leading the class discussion are expected to read beyond what is assigned for that specific class session. Discussants should be prepared to cover the background, the central themes or issues, their history, and the major points and policy implication. PhD students are expected to take a heavier load in this assignment. Brief presentations of some of the recommended reading may also be required with a short written report to be handed out to students in the class at the time of the presentation or emailed prior to that.  
The success of the course as a learning experience depends, to a large extent, on the level and quality of participation by students. Class participation by everyone in the class is therefore required. Participation quality is enhanced by the students’ willingness to challenge the readings, established concepts and theories, and each other or by highlighting the important and interesting points. This could only be accomplished by prior preparation and attendance of all class sessions.  In reading you should try to see how the ideas discussed in the assigned readings are relevant to our fields of study and what the implications for the fields are.

The seminar segment of sessions is intended to stimulate a discussion of issues and topics relevant to issue at hand. The discussion will be mostly shifted away from the instructor and focused on students’ input, intellectual stimuli, questions, and collegial search for answers. The instructor will provide a framework for the discussion, synthesize information, and promote self-aware questioning of the materials as needed. Conversely, unreflective, uncritical, and redundant discussions will be discouraged. In sum, students are encouraged to debate key issues and to discover information with the instructor acting more as a facilitator of learning than a provider of information.
To make classroom discussions possible, you will be expected to complete scheduled readings prior to each class meeting.  You also will be expected to participate in the classroom discussions themselves.  The final grade will be determined as follows:

Exam

            55%

Paper


30%

Class Participation
15%

A short paper or a project report is also required (required for the Ph.D. students) which will be addressing an urban economic issue or a theoretical model. The paper/report due toward the end of the semester, but students are encouraged to present the draft paper early on during the semester to get feedback from the instructor and fellow classmates.  The paper could be a research paper or a review of the literature. The paper/report by Master’s students should include at least fifteen journal articles or books for review paper.  Ph.D. Students should review at least twenty-five articles or books.  Topics of interest may include agglomeration economies, urban growth, urban sprawl, population and/or employment growth and change, economic development, urban structure or land use, transportation, housing, real estate, segregation, crime, welfare, etc.  Choose something about which either you know little but have an interest or something related to your thesis/professional report or dissertation and the possible topic area that you would like to specialize.  I would encourage selecting the latter. Ph.D. students could attempt to use the opportunity to develop a paper for possible publication in academic or professional journals.  Please use the most recent edition of one of the major style manuals as appropriate for the topic matter. Here are a couple of web sites to help you:
http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html
http://www.apastyle.org/faqs.html
 

http://www.apastyle.org/elecgeneral.html
  

http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/TeachingLib/Guides/Internet/Style.html
You may find the following list of journal titles useful:

Journal of Urban Economics
Southern Economic Journal

Journal of Political Economy
Journal of Urban Affairs

Land Economics
                                                            Housing Policy Debate

Journal of Economic Perspectives
Housing Studies

Urban Affairs Quarterly
Urban Studies

Regional Science Perspective
Growth and Change

Regional Studies
Economic Dev. Quarterly

Socioeconomic Planning Sciences                                        Journal of American Planning Asso.

Environment Planning A, B, C, D                                         The Annals of Regional Science

Student Learning Outcomes: 

By the end of this course, students should be able to:
· Identify and assess the importance of major economic forces that have shaped urban spatial development of cities in the U.S. and elsewhere
· Understand how economic analysis applied to urban areas and urban real estate

· Conduct economic studies of an urban area and its land markets

· Describe why cities exist and what causes them to grow or decline
· Describe the market forces that shape cities and role of government in determining land use pattern

· Describe the unique features of the housing market and examine the effects of government housing policies
· Identify and explain the major areas urban related issues and their characteristics

· Describe major urban related policy issues of different major areas (e.g. poverty, crime, education, housing, land use, transportation, etc.) 
· Have a broader understanding of issues outside a student’s specialization area

· Formulate questions for in-depth exploration in subsequent courses and research

Two Required Texts:

Arthur O’Sullivan, Urban Economics, 8th edition, New York:  McGraw-Hill/Irwin, 2011 (if you have restricted budget older edition would be fine).
As the second required text book I suggest Bluestone et al. for majority of you interested in socioeconomic aspects except for those of you who might be more interested in more rigorous treatments of the topics which in that case I recommend McDonald and McMillan.
Barry Bluestone, Mary Huff Stevenson and Russell Williams, The Urban Experience: Economics, Society and Public Policy, Oxford, U.K., Oxford University Press, 2008. 

John F. McDonald and Daniel P. McMillen, Urban Economics and Real Estate: Theory and Policy, Malden, MA, Blackwell Publishing, 2011.
Recommended Texts:

Brendan O'Flaherty, City Economics, Cambridge, MA, Harvard University Press, 2005.

John McDonald, The Fundamentals of Urban Economics, Upper Saddle River, New Jersey:  Prentice Hall, 1997.

John M. Levy, Essential Microeconomics for Public Policy Analysis, west Port, Connecticut:  Praeger, 1995.

Eric J. Heikkila, The Economics of Planning, New Brunswick, New Jersey:  Center for Public Policy Research, 2000.

Course Outline
Please note that most required readings are available from the Course FTP site
Week 1 (August 29)

Course Introduction

Introduction to Economics:  Thinking Tools and Tools of Microeconomics

Optional readings:
· Levy, “Introduction” and chapters 1 to 5
· O’Sullivan, Appendix: “Tools of Microeconomics”

[image: image1]
Week 2 (September 5th)

Introduction to Urban Economics and Census Information
Required readings: 

· O’Sullivan, Chapter 1:  “Introduction” (14 pages)
· Bluestone et. al, Chapter 1 & 2: “The Wonder and Paradox of Urban Life” and “How metro Areas Rank” (60 pages)
· McDonald & McMillen, Chapter 3:  “Schools of Thought in Urban Economics” (11 pages)
· Wolff, R. And S. Resnick, 1987. Economics: Marxian versus Neoclassical. John Hopkins University Press. Baltimore, Maryland (chapter 1) (20 pages)
Instructor’s presentation: 
Optional readings:
· McDonald & McMillen, Chapter 1: “Introduction to Urban Economics”


· O'Flaherty, Chapter 1:  “Introduction”

· Rafiqui, P., 2009. “Evolving Economic Landscapes: Why New Institutional Economics Matters for Economic Geography.” Journal of Economic Geography. Vol. 9, No. 3. 2009. Pp. 329-353.
· North, D., 1990. Institutions, Institutional change and Economic Performance, Cambridge University Press. New York. Pp. 3-24
· Williamson, O., 2000. “New Institutional Economics: Taking Stock, Looking Ahead.” Journal of Economic Literature. Vol. 38, No. 3. Pp. 595-613. 

· Sukko Kim “Development in the United States, 1690-1990” NBER Working Paper No. W7120,   May 1999.  Go to http://www.nber.org/papers/w7120 
· Edward L. Glaeser and Jesse Shapiro “Cities and Terrorism: The Impact of Warfare   on Urban Form” http://papers.nber.org/papers/w8696.pdf 

· Edward L. Glaeser and Jesse Shapiro “Is There a New Urbanism? The Growth of  


US Cities in the 1990’s” NBER Working Paper 8357 (July 2001)  

· Elvin K. Wyly, Norman J. Glickman and Michael L. Lahr “A Top 10 List of Things to Know About American Cities” Cityscape Vol. 3 No. 3, 1998.                               http://www.huduser.org/periodicals/cityscape/vol3num3/article2.pdf 

Week 3 (September 12)

CITY DEVELOPMENT AND MARKET FORCES

(The Origins of Cities, Agglomeration Economics and Location)

Required readings: 

· O’Sullivan, Chapter 2:  “Why Do Cities Exist?” (28 pages)
· O’Sullivan, Chapter 3:  “Why do Firms Cluster?” (43 pages)
· Bluestone et al. Chapter 3: “Urban America from the Seventeenth to the early Twentieth Century: the Dynamic of City Growth” (40 pages)
· Glaeser, Edward.  (1998).  Are Cities Dying?  The Journal of Economic Perspective, 12 (2), pp. 139 – 160. (20 pages)
Instructor’s presentation: O’Sullivan, Chapter 3
Optional readings:
· McDonald & McMillen, Chapter 2:  “World Urbanization”

· McDonald & McMillen, Chapter 4:  “Location Decisions, Agglomeration Economies and the Origins of Cities”

· O'Flaherty, Chapter 2:  “Why Proximity Is Good,” and 7. “Too Many Cars? Too Much Lawn? Too Much Blight?”

· World Bank:  World Development Report 2003: Sustainable Development in a Dynamic Economy:  Getting the Best From Cities, chapter 6 http://econ.worldbank.org/files/17956_WDR_2003_chp_6_web.pdf 
· Marshall, John U. 1989. “World Urbanization: A Historical Outline,” The Structure of Urban Systems. (University of Toronto Press: Toronto), Chapter 3
· Urban Diversity and Economic Growth,” John M. Quigley, Journal of Economic            Perspectives, Vol. 12, No. 2, 1998.

· Rosenthal, Stuart S. and William C. Strange, “The Determinants of Agglomeration,” Journal of Urban Economics, Vol. 50, No. 2, September 2001. 

Week 4 (September 19)

Location of firms and Market Areas

Required readings: 

· O’Sullivan, Chapter 4: “City Size” (23 pages)
· Krugman, Paul. "Space: The Final Frontier." Journal of Economic Perspectives (Spring 1998): 161-174. (15 pages)
· Ellison, Glaeser & Kerr, “What Causes Industry Agglomeration? Evidence from Conglomeration Patterns,” American Economic Review (2010)  (19 pages)
· Duranton & Puga, “Micro-Foundations of Urban Agglomeration Economies,” Handbook of Urban and Regional Economics (2004 )
Instructor’s presentation: O’Sullivan, Chapter 4
Optional readings:
· McDonald & McMillen, Chapter 5: “Economic Functions of Cities”

· McDonald, Chapter 7:  “Urban employment Centers” 


Week 5(September 26)
Location of firms and Market Areas

Required readings: 

· Anjomani & Alshmmari, “Subcenters in Polycenteric Regions: The Case of Dallas Fort Worth Metropolitan Area,” a Paper presented at the Western Regional Science Association Annual Meeting, 2009.
· Bluestone et al. Chapter 4: “Cities and Suburbs in the late Twentieth Century” (33 pages)
Instructor’s presentation: Urban growth from 5310
Optional readings:
· Polycentric Urban Structure: The Case of Milwaukee,” by Daniel P. McMillen.  Journal of Economic Perspectives, 2nd Quarter, 2001, pp. 15-27.

· Mills, Edwin, “Sectoral Clustering and Metropolitan Development,” in Sources of Metropolitan Growth edited by Edwin S. Mills and John F. McDonald. Rutgers press. New Brunswick. 1992. Pp.3-18
· Daniel P. McMillen, Polycentric Urban Structure: The Case of Milwaukee,”  Journal of Economic Perspectives, 2nd Quarter, 2001, pp. 15-27.

Week 6 (October 3)
Urban Economic Growth
Required readings: 

· O’Sullivan, Chapter 5:  “Urban Growth” (29 pages)
· Bluestone et al. Chapter 14 & 15: “urban Economic Development Strategies” & Urban Well-Being, Civility, and Civic Engagement in the Twenty-First Century” (63 pages)
Instructor’s presentation: UE Ch5 Urban Growth/ UE O'Sullivan Ch5 Urban Growth
Optional readings:
· O'Flaherty, Chapter 18: “Urban Economic Development”
· McDonald & McMillen, Part VI, chapters 23 & 24: “Agglomeration Economies, Technical Change, and Urban Growth”, and “Economic Development Policies for Urban Areas.

Week 7(October 10)

Urban Economic Growth
Required readings: 

· McDonald & McMillen, Part VI, Chapter 22: “Models of Metropolitan Economic Growth” (27 pages)
· Gabaix, “Zipf's Law and the Growth of Cities,” American Economic Review P&P (1999) (5 pages) 

· Ioannides & Overman “Zipf's Law for Cities: An Empirical Examination,” Regional Science and Urban Economics (2001). Available from Science direct (11 pages)
Instructor’s presentation: 5310 Session2_Demand Supply/
Optional readings:
· McDonald & McMillen, Chapters 9, 12 & 13 : “Real Estate Law and Institutions”, “Real Estate Markets”, and “Real Estate Development and Investment”


Week 8 (October 17)
LAND USE, LAND VALUE AND URBAN STRUCTURE (Use and Price of Land)
Required readings: 

· Bluestone et al. Chapter 4 & Chapter 5: “Cities and Suburb in the late Twentieth Century: The Dynamics of Metropolitan Expansion”  & “U.S. Metro Areas in the Twenty-First Century: The new Dynamics of Urban Location” (65 pages)
· Shukla, Vibhooti, and Paul Waddell. "Firm Location and Land Use in Discrete Urban Space: A Study of the Spatial Structure of Dallas-Fort Worth." Regional Science and Urban Economics 21, no. 2 (1991): 225-253.Available from Science direct. (28 pages)
Instructor’s presentation: UE O'Sullivan Ch7 land use pattern
Optional readings:
· McDonald & McMillen, Chapter 6: “Introduction to Urban Location Patterns: Static Analysis”

· McDonald & McMillen, Chapter 7: “Using the Monocentric City Model”

· McDonald & McMillen, Chapter 8: “Empirical Testing of the Monocentric City Model”

· O'Flaherty, Chapter 6: “Land”
· Holmes, Thomas. "The Effect of State Policies on the Location of Manufacturing: Evidence from State Borders." Journal of Political Economy 106, no. 4 (1998): 667-705 

Week  9 (October  24)

LAND USE, LAND VALUE AND URBAN STRUCTURE (Use and Price of Land)

Required readings: 

· O’Sullivan, Chapters 6 to 9: “Urban Land Rent,” “Land Use Pattern,” “Neighborhood Choices,” and “Zoning and Growth Control” (130 pages)
· Bluestone et al. Chapter 13: “Land Use Control, Sprawl, and Smart Growth”  (30 pages)
· Levy, Chapter 11:  Zoning: The Economics of Land Use Regulation (13 pages)
Instructor’s presentation: UE O'Sollivan Ch9 land use pattern
Optional readings:
· Rossi-Hansberg, “Optimal Urban Land Use and Zoning,” Review of Economic Dynamics (2004) 

· Rosenthal, Stuart, and Robert Helsley. "Redevelopment and the Urban Land Price Gradient." Journal of Urban Economics 35, no. 2 (1994): 182-200.

· Albouy, “What are Cities Worth? Land Rents, Local Productivity and the Capitalization of Amenity Values,” (2010)

· Dobkins, Linda Harris and Ioannides, Yannis M., “Spatial Interactions Among U. S. Cities:  1900-1990,” Regional Science and Urban Economics Vol. 31, No. 6, 2001. Pp. 701-731.

· Peter Gordon and Harry Richardson, “Are Compact Cities a Desirable Planning Goal?” And Reid Ewing, “Is Los Angeles-Style Sprawl Desirable?” Journal of the American Planning Association, 63, 1 (winter), 1997: pp. 95-126.

· Ioannides, Overman, Rossi-Hansberg & Kurt Schmidheiny, “The Effect of Information and Communication Technologies on Urban Structure,” Economic Policy (2008) 


Week 10 (October 31)
Urban Transportation
Required readings: 

· O’Sullivan, Chapter 10:  “Externalities from Autos” (34 pages)
· O’Sullivan, Chapter 11:  “Mass Transit” (24 pages)
· Baum-Snow, “Did Highways Cause Suburbanization,” Quarterly Journal of Economics (2007) (43 pages)
· Gautier, Pieter and Zenou, Yves.  (2010).  Car ownership and the labor market of ethnic minorities.  Journal of Urban Economics, 67, pp. 392 – 403.(10 pages)
Instructor’s presentation: UE O'Sullivan Ch 10 Externalities_autos/ UE O'Sullivan Ch 11 Mass transit
Optional readings:
· Baum-Snow & Kahn. “The Effects of Urban Rail Transit Expansions: Evidence from Sixteen Cities,” Brookings-Wharton Papers on Urban Affairs (2005) 

· Duranton & Turner, “Urban Growth and Transportation,” Review of Economic Studies, (2011) 

· McDonald & McMillen, Chapter 15 & 16:  “Urban Infrastructure” & “Urban Transportation”

· O'Flaherty, Chapters: 3. Cars, Pollution, and Accidents,” 4. “Congestion, and 5. Mass Transit”
·  “Coping with Congestion: Understanding the Gap Between Policy Assumptions and Behavior,” by Ilan Salomon and Patricia L. Mokhtarian. Transportation Research Part D: Transport and Environment, Vol. 2, Issue 2, June 1997. Pages 107-123.

· Optimal Road-pricing: Simultaneous Treatment of time losses, increased fuel consumption, and emissions,” by Olof Johansson. Available from Science direct.

Week 11 (November 7)
URBAN PROBLEMS (Households and Poverty)
Required readings: 

· O’Sullivan (5th Edition), Chapter 14:  “Urban Poverty” (21 pages)
· Bluestone et al. Chapter 11: “Urban Social infrastructure: Public Health, Public Safety, and Public Welfare Policy” (23 pages)
· Stoll, Michael A.  2005. “Geographical Skills Mismatch, Job Search and Race.” Urban Studies 42(4): 695–717. (22 pages)
·  Sassen, Saskia.  (1990).  Economic Restructuring and The American City.  Annual Review of Sociology, 16, pp. 465 – 490. (25 pages)
Instructor’s presentation: UE O'sullivan Old Ch 14 urban poverty
Optional readings:
· Dalaker, Joseph. "Poverty in the United States: 2000." U.S. Census Bureau Current Population Report, September 2001, pp. 1-28. (29 pp.)

· What Has Economics to Say About Racial Discrimination?” By Kenneth Arrow.

Journal of Economic Perspectives, Vol. 12, No. 2, Spring 1998, pp. 91-100.

· McDonald & McMillen, Chapter 17:  “Urban Social Problems: A Case Study”

· McDonald & McMillen, Chapter 18 & 19:  “Urban Poverty and Its Spatial Concentration in the U.S.” & “Urban Poverty in Developing Country”

· O'Flaherty, Chapter 17: “Drugs, Guns, and Alcohol”

· Theories of Interjurisdictional Competition,” by Daphne A. Kenyon in New England Economic Review. Federal Reserve Bank, Boston. March/April 1997. Pp. 13-37.

· Michael Wasylenko, “Taxation and Economic Development: The State of the Economic Literature,” in New England Economic Review. Federal Reserve Bank, Boston. March/April 1997. Pp.37-82.

· Blank, Rebecca. "A Changing Economy." Chapter 2 in It Takes a Nation: A New Agenda for Fighting Poverty. Princeton NJ: Princeton/Russell Sage, 1997. (31 pp. 


Week 12 (November 14)
Education and Crime

Required readings: 

· O’Sullivan, Chapter 12:  “Urban Crime” (30 pages)
·  Bluestone et al. Chapter 8: “Urban Public Education and Metro Prosperity” (32 pages)
· Emily P. Hoffman (ed.), Essays on the Economics of Education, Kalamazoo,                   Michigan: Upjohn Institute for Employment Research, 1993. (11 pages)
· Hoyt, William and Rosenthal, Stuart.  (1997).  Household Location and Tiebout: Do Families Sort According to Preferences for Locational Amenities?  Journal of Urban Economics, 42, pp. 159 – 178.  Available from Science Direct.(18 pages)
Instructor’s presentation: UE O'Sullivan Ch 12 urban crime/ UE O'Sullivan Old_ Ch 15 urban education problem
Optional readings:
· O’Sullivan (5th Edition), Chapter 15:  “The Urban Education Problem” 

· Moretti, “Workers’ Education, Spillovers and Productivity,” American Economic Review (2004) 

· McDonald & McMillen, Chapter 20:  “Crime in Urban Areas”

· McDonald & McMillen, Chapter 21:  “Education, Labor Markets, and  Migration”

· O'Flaherty, Chapters: 10. “Education” and 16. “Crime”

· Kenneth Arrow, Samuel Bowles, and Steven Durlauf (eds.), Meritocracy and                   Economic Inequality, Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 2000.

· Wilson, James Q. "Criminologists." Chapter 3 in Thinking About Crime. New York: Basic Books, 1975, pp. 47-70. (23 pp. 


Week 13 (November 21)

Housing
Required readings: 

· O’Sullivan, Chapter 13: “Why is Housing Different?” (21 pages)
· O’Sullivan, Chapter 14:  “Housing Policies” (23 pages)
· Bluestone et al. Chapter 12: “Urban Housing Markets, Residential Location, and Housing Policy” (44 pages)
Instructor’s presentation:  UE O'Sullivan Ch 14 housing policy/ UE O'Sullivan Ch 13 why is housing diff
Optional readings:
· Eppli, Mark, and Monty Childs. "A Descriptive Analysis of U.S. Housing Demand for the 1990s." Journal of Real Estate Research 10, no. 1 (1995): 69-86.

· Rossi-Hansberg, Sarte, & Owens, “Housing Externalities,” Journal of Political Economy (2010) 

· Shiller, Robert J. "Understanding Recent Trends in House Prices and Home Ownership." Talk prepared for Jackson Hole Symposium, Kansas City Fed. Housing, Housing Finance, and Monetary Policy. August 2007, pp. 1-19.
· McDonald & McMillen, Chapter 10:  “Housing in Urban Areas”

· McDonald & McMillen, Chapter 11:  “Housing Policy”

· O'Flaherty, Chapters: 13. “Housing: The Big Picture,” 14. “Housing and Poor People,” and 15. “Homelessness”

Week 14 (November 28)
(Paper Due)

Housing
Required readings:
· Levy, Chapter 10:  “Rent Controls” (11 pages)
· Song, Yan, and Gerrit-Jan Knaap. "New Urbanism and Housing Values: A Disaggregate Assessment." Journal of Urban Economics 54, no. 2 (2003): 218-238 (34 pages)
· Glaeser & Gyourko, “Urban Decline & Durable Housing,” Journal of Political Economy (2006) 

Instructor’s presentation: UE O'Sullivan Ch6 urban land rent/ UE O'Sullivan Ch8 neighborhood choice  
Optional readings:
· Rosenthal, Stuart, and Robert Helsley. "Redevelopment and the Urban Land Price Gradient." Journal of Urban Economics 35, no. 2 (1994): 182-200

· World Bank Policy Paper Executive Summary, “Housing:  Enabling Markets to Work,” Washington, D. C. 1993 (available online from http://www.worldbank.org 

· How Do Places Matter? The Geography of Opportunity, Self-efficacy and a Look Inside the Black Box of Residential Mobility,” by James E. Rosenbaum, Lisa Reynolds, and Stefanie DeLuca. Housing Studies, Vol. 17, No. 1, 2002. Pages 71-82.


Week  15 (December 5)
Local Government
Required readings: 

· O’Sullivan, Chapter 15:  “The Role of Local Government” (22 pages)
· O’Sullivan, Chapter 16:  “Local Government Revenue” (26 pages)
· Bluestone et al, Chapter 9: “The Urban Public Sector”
· Shoup, Carl S. "Rules for Distributing a Free Government Service Among Areas of a City." National Tax Journal (June 1989): 1-9

Instructor’s presentation: UE O'Sullivan Ch 16 local govt revenue/ UE O'Sullivan Ch 15 role of local govt
Optional readings:

· McDonald & McMillen, Chapter 14:  “The Public Sector in Urban Areas”

· O'Flaherty, Chapter 8: “Rules,” and 9. “Water, Sewers, Fire, and Garbage”
· Levy, Chapter 6 to 9:  The Role of Government, Parts 1 and 2, Taxes, Grants and Tax Expenditures, Benefit Cost Analysis

· Heikkila, Chapter 5:  Public Goods and Public Choice

· “Economic Development Policies for Urban Areas”


Week 16 (December 12)

FINAL EXAM
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Academic Dishonesty:  

It is the philosophy of The University of Texas at Arlington that academic dishonesty is a completely unacceptable mode of conduct and will not be tolerated in any form. All persons involved in academic dishonesty will be disciplined in accordance with University regulations and procedures. Discipline may include suspension or expulsion from the University. 

"Scholastic dishonesty includes but is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student or the attempt to commit such acts." (Regents’ Rules and Regulations, Series 50101, Section 2.2)

Plagiarism Web Sites with Examples:

· Plagiarism Examples (Rob Toreki, University of Kentucky Department of Chemistry)

http://www.chem.uky.edu/courses/common/plagiarism.html#Examples
· Avoiding Plagiarism (UC-Davis)

http://sja.ucdavis.edu/files/plagiarism.pdf

· Unacceptable Paraphrases (Indiana University Writing Tutorial Services)

http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/pamphlets.shtml

Student Support Services Available:   

The University of Texas at Arlington supports a variety of student success programs to help you connect with the University and achieve academic success. These programs include learning assistance, developmental education, advising and mentoring, admission and transition, and federally funded programs. Students requiring assistance academically, personally, or socially should contact the Office of Student Success Programs at 817-272-6107 for more information and appropriate referrals.

Americans with Disabilities Act:   

The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of federal equal opportunity legislation; reference Public Law 92-112 - The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended. With the passage of federal legislation entitled Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), pursuant to section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same opportunities enjoyed by all citizens.

As a faculty member, I am required by law to provide "reasonable accommodations" to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Student responsibility primarily rests with informing faculty of their need for accommodation and in providing authorized documentation through designated administrative channels.  Information regarding specific diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining academic accommodations can be found at www.uta.edu/disability.   Also, you may visit the Office for Students with Disabilities in room 102 of University Hall or call them at (817) 272-3364.

E-Culture Policy:  (Optional – suggested language provided.)
The University of Texas at Arlington has adopted the University email address as an official means of communication with students.  Through the use of email, UT-Arlington is able to provide students with relevant and timely information, designed to facilitate student success.  In particular, important information concerning registration, financial aid, payment of bills, and graduation may be sent to students through email.

All students are assigned an email account and information about activating and using it is available at www.uta.edu/email.  New students (first semester at UTA) are able to activate their email account 24 hours after registering for courses.  There is no additional charge to students for using this account, and it remains active as long as a student is enrolled at UT-Arlington.  Students are responsible for checking their emails.
