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Prof. Andrew Gaupp           THEA 1342-001: Theatre and Film Appreciation            SUMMER-1 2011


THEATRE ARTS 1342-001

THEATRE AND FILM APPRECIATION

Summer-1, 2014 (June 2 -July 7, 2014)

Credit:


3 Hours

Class Meets: 

MTuWTh from 8:00AM to 10:00AM 
Class Room:

FA 303 (pending room assignment)
Instructor: 

Prof. Andrew Gaupp, MFA, AEA
Instructor’s Office: 
Fine Arts Building-North Section, Room 145

Office Hours: 
Mon. and Tues. 10:00-10:30 a.m. by appointment, please. I prefer communications via email: gaupp@uta.edu
Office Phone:

817-272-3141      

Theatre Arts Dept. Office
    and Instructor’s Mailbox: Fine Arts Building-North Section, Room 144, 817-272-2650                    

Catalogue Course Description: 

THEA 1342 THEATRE AND FILM APPRECIATION: Develops awareness of and appreciation for dramatic art as reflected in theatre and film. Designed to increase the student's enjoyment and knowledge of drama and its historical, social and cultural contexts. Open to all students as a Fine Arts or Liberal Arts elective; Theatre Arts BFA and BA majors and minors may not use this course in place of THEA 1343.

Components: Lecture and Viewing Videos/Films, Exams over lectures, handouts, videos, and film text.
NOTES: 

• Students will be required to view a play or film outside of class (TV, DVD or at a theatre or movie theatre) and write a review (see directions in syllabus).

• Course syllabus, course requirements, assignments, topics and grading criteria are subject to change and review depending upon the instructor's evaluation of the class' progress and comprehension of the course material.  Films/videois noted in the course schedule are subject to change and the viewing dates are subject to change.  It is wise not to miss class.
REQUIRED TEXT (1): 
Boggs, Joseph M. and Dennis W. Petrie. The Art of Watching Films, 8th Edition. McGraw-Hill Publishers, 2008. ISBN 978-0-07-353507-4.

RECOMMENDED TEXT (1):

Markus, Tom and Linda Sarver. Another Opening Another Show, 2nd Edition. McGraw-Hill Publishers, 2005.  ISBN 0-07-0256260-9.

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES:

1. The student will be able to describe the basic language and principles of acting in theatre and film.

2. The student will be able to describe the skills needed to act or direct in theatre and film.

3. The student will be able to describe the way in which one prepares for and applies for employment as a practitioner in the field of theatre and film.

4. The student will be able to relate the basic concepts of the theatrical and film event.

5. The student will be able to describe how one works as an actor in theatre and film.

GRADES: 

Grades will represent these levels of achievement:


A=Excellent= 90 to 100+ points;


B=Good= 80 to 89 points;


C=Fair=70 to 79 points;


D=Passing=60 to 69 points;


F=Failure= 59 points or less.

GRADES NOTES:  
• “Extra credit” is not available.

• Exams and assignments must be taken/turned in as scheduled.
• Incomplete (“I”) grades are not considered by the instructor except for verifiable emergencies such as extended, verifiable medical emergencies or verifiable military deployment, all considered on a case-by-case basis.

The “final grade points” will be determined according to the following:
Maximum of 10 points= Participation

Maximum of 10 points= Typed movie review

Maximum of 40 points=Reading & Lecture Exam # 1


Maximum of 40 points=Reading & Lecture Exam #2


TOTAL OF   100 possible final course points

LATENESS AND ABSENCES: READ CAREFULLY!
Students are expected to be prompt for class and prompt with assignments.  It is up to the student to make sure that the instructor properly records their attendance if the student arrives late for class.  STUDENTS WHO ARRIVE MORE THAN FIFTEEN (15) MINUTES LATE FOR CLASS WILL NOT BE COUNTED AS PRESENT FOR THE DAY, however, they are welcome to attend class that day. 

Students who are absent for scheduled exams or who turn in work late shall make a failing grade for that exam or movie review unless a verifiable doctor’s excuse (with the doctor’s name, address and phone number for verification purposes) is presented for the day missed.

Grades shall be affected by a student’s absences since this course is graded, in part, on attendance/participation in class discussions and film viewing.  

The first two (2) absences are dropped; each subsequent absence shall result in the deduction of grade points from “final grade” points for the course as follows:


• Third absence: deduct five (5) final course grade points;


• Fourth absence: deduct an additional ten (10) final course grade points for 

a total of 15 cumulative final course points deducted: that is,

3rd absence=5 points, plus 4th absence =10 points, = a total of 15 cumulative final course points. 


• Five (5) or more absences: shall result in a failing (“F”) grade in this course.  Students are advised to drop the course if they reach five (5) or more absences.

• Registering late for a course does not excuse days missed. According to the University, the course starts on the first day of classes and attendance begins on that day.


• A student may always inquire as to how many absences they may currently have in the grade book and/or to see his/her grades. 

• If a student is ill, misses class and presents a verifiable doctor’s statement attesting to the student’s illness, then the student may make up missed work. However, this only means the student has used up one of the two “allowed” absences.  It does not mean that the student is allowed an “extra” excused absence besides the two (2) allowed. It is up to the student to contact the instructor in a timely manner and make arrangements to make up said work. It is the student’s sole responsibility to get handouts, notes, or other information that may be disbursed during a class period that is missed. If a video is missed, the student may need to rent a copy from a library, video rental store, Netflix, or other source—that is, if it is even available for rental or purchase. The instructor will not loan his copies of course films/videos.
The Theatre Arts and film-making, as professions, require personal discipline, and this course requires the same. A director expects their cast and crew to show up on time and be prepared for rehearsals and filming, and it is similarly the student’s responsibility to attend classes and to meet assignment deadlines. This is a part of the Department of Theatre Arts’ training and “culture” and you have entered into this training through your enrollment in this course.
EXPECTATIONS


Students are expected to: be disciplined in your work; meet all assignments on time; receptive to ideas from others; use class time wisely; seek help from the instructor and ask for further explanation when needed; keep up with reading assignments. 
REQUIREMENTS

• Purchase the required text(s) and keep up with reading assignments. 

• Come to class and participate fully.  


• Students must view the videos/movies in order to pass the course and to answer questions on exams. The instructor will not loan out any of his personal or departmentally owned videos. If a student misses a video/movie showing in class, the student will need to obtain/rent a copy on their own and at the student’s own expense. There are no make up showings of the videos/movies shown in class.


• Please don’t be late to class; it is highly disruptive to the viewing of videos, to other students comprehension, and to the instructor’s lecture. 


• Students are required to take exams only during the scheduled exam times per the syllabus. 
• Personal vacations and personal days away from the university are not excused. Only officially approved UTA/university-sanctioned activity (the student must provide official, verifiable proof of the excuse) is excused.  Examples of unexcused absences include, but are not limited to: work conflicts, problems with personal transportation, sleeping late, vacations, training for work, etc. are not considered excused absences by the university or this instructor.

COURSE CONTENT (Subject to change)

Theatre Survey and view videos/films of plays or films made from plays.
What is Theatre and how did it start?

Aristotle’s Guide to Pleasure, Three Unities of Theatre, Six Elements of Theatre

Dramatic Genres, Theatrical Styles; Musical Theatre

Writing About and Critiquing Theatre

Actors and Characters

The Director’s Impact; Conceptualization; The Designer’s Vision

Finding Theatre and Getting Tickets

Kinds of Theatres; Scenery; Backstage

Business of Theatre

Theatre Exam

Film Survey and view films.
The Art of Watching Films; Analysis of the Whole Film; Thematic Elements

Visual Design

Cinematography and Special Visual Effects

Editing; Sound Effects and Dialogue

Acting

The Director’s Style

Adaptations; Genre Films, Remakes, and Sequels

Film Exam

Write a review of a play or movie.

Participatory Activity
Student Evaluation of Teaching: Students shall be given an opinion survey to fill out at the end of the semester to provide feedback to the instructor on the course. The student is urged to provide objective, fair and thoughtful responses. These forms are anonymous and are not seen by the instructor until after grades have been turned in.

Americans with Disabilities Act: The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of federal equal opportunity legislation; reference Public Law 93112-The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended.  With the passage of new federal legislation entitled American with Disabilities Act (ADA), pursuant to section 54 of The Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same opportunities enjoyed by all citizens.  As a faculty member, I am required by law to provide “reasonable accommodation” to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability.  Student responsibility primarily rests with informing faculty at the beginning of the semester and in providing authorized documentation through designated UNIVERSITY administrative channels. 

Academic Dishonesty: It is the philosophy of The University of Texas at Arlington that academic dishonesty is a completely unacceptable mode of conduct and will not be tolerated in any form.  All persons involved in academic dishonesty will be disciplined in accordance with University regulations and procedures.  Discipline may include suspension or expulsion from the University. “Scholastic dishonesty includes but is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student or the attempt to commit such acts.” (Regents’ Rules and Regulations, Part One, Chapter VI, Section 3, Subsection 3.2, Subdivision 3.22).


Please notify the instructor in writing by the second day of class if you require any verifiable special assistance in order to take this course.  The instructor will make every effort to accommodate special needs as defined by the University.

CLASS SCHEDULE: June 2-July 7, 2014
(Subject to change by the instructor depending upon the class’ progress.)

CLASSES/LECTURES ARE MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 

FROM 8:00AM TO 10:00 A.M. 

Week 1

Monday, June 2: FIRST DAY OF CLASS   
 (June 2 & 3  Late Registration)
Introduction to Course (Film textbook should be purchased immediately before the 
bookstore returns them!)

RESEARCH ASSIGNMENT:  A THEATRE OR MOVIE REVIEW IS DUE ON Mon., June 23, 2014: Watch a movie of your choice (on TV, rental, or at a movie theatre) or a play/musical  at a live theatre and TYPE a 2 to 3 page, single-spaced review on paper with 1-inch margins. It may not be a movie or play we have watched in class. It may not be animated; it must be live-action. It is due at the start of class.  In your review type out each number and question/topic below and answer below each question you type. Your work should be spell-checked and grammar-checked.  Your review must be your own original work; your work will be checked for plagiarism. Reviews shall not be accepted by email; they must be printed. All answers must be typed in complete sentences.
1. What is the director/writer trying to say with this movie (the message)?  

2. How well did they say it (the message of the work)? Why do you think so?
3. Was it worth saying it in your opinion? Why?
4. What worked and didn’t work in regards to the plot (story) structure?

5. Character development: Do any of the characters learn a lesson from what they go through 
or experience in the story? 
6. Which actors’ performances stood out and why?

7. What were elements of the setting/scenery design that stood out and why? 

8. What stood out in the costume design and why? 

9. What stood out in the lighting design and why?

10. Did you feel that the editing and how the film was sequentially put together was 
successful or not and why?

Tues., June 3: Lecture and discussion over theatre. 
Video: A RAISIN IN THE SUN, Part 1

Wed., June 4: Lecture and discussion over theatre. 

Video: A RAISIN IN THE SUN, Part 2

Thurs., June 5: Lecture and discussion over theatre.                                
(June 5 - Census Date)


Tour UTA theatres, if available.
Week 2


Mon., June 9: Lecture and discussion over theatre.

Video: OKLAHOMA, Part 1

Tues., June 10: Lecture and discussion over theatre.
Video: OKLAHOMA, Part 2

Wed., June 11: Lecture and discussion over theatre.
Video: NOISES OFF, Part 1

Thurs., June 12: Video: NOISES OFF, Part 2

Week 3

Mon., June 16 – Lecture and Exam Review;  Glossary Terms 

Reading assignment: THE ART OF WATCHING FILMS, pp. 1-39

Tues., June 17







 
EXAM #1: Over theatre lectures/discusisons, glossary terms, and 3 videos watched in 
class.


Reading assignment: THE ART OF WATCHING FILMS, pp. 40-89

Wed., June 18

Reading assignment: THE ART OF WATCHING FILMS, pp. 90-184

Videos:  A silent film to be announced.


Discussion

Thurs., June 19
Video: Alfred Hitchcock’s NORTH BY NORTHWEST, Part 1 (Color, 1959, suspense 
thriller)

Reading assignment: THE ART OF WATCHING FILMS, pp. 185-255

Week 4
Mon., June 23





(June 23 -Last Day to Drop Classes)


Video: Alfred Hitchcock’s NORTH BY NORTHWEST, Part 2
TYPED MOVIE OR PLAY/MUSICAL REVIEW IS DUE AT THE START OF CLASS TODAY!

Reading assignment: THE ART OF WATCHING FILMS, pp. 256-317

Tues., June 24
In-class written and graded participation exercise on NORTH BY NORTHWEST 
Discussion/Lecture
Wed., June 25
Video: John Huston and John Foreman’s THE MAN WHO WOULD BE KING, Part 1   (Color; 1975 Adventure; 129 min)

Reading assignment: THE ART OF WATCHING FILMS, pp. 318-402

Thurs., June 26

Video: THE MAN WHO WOULD BE KING, Part 2


Lecture.
Reading assignment: THE ART OF WATCHING FILMS, pp. 403-469

Week 5

Mon., June 30

Video: John Kander and Fred Ebb’s CHICAGO, Part 1 (Color; 2003 Musical adapted from the 


stage version; Winner of 6 Academy Awards including Best Picture.)

Reading assignment: THE ART OF WATCHING FILMS, pp. 470-546

Tues., July 1
Video: John Kander and Fred Ebb’s CHICAGO, Part 2


Lecture 
Wed.., July 2: Lecture 
Thurs., July 3: Exam Review & Last Day of Classes

Mon. July 7: Exam #2 (promptly at 8:00 a.m.)  This is a timed exam. Be on time!
___________________________________________________

