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	[image: image1]Instructor Contact Information:

 

Instructor:
Robert L. Bing III, Ph.D.
Office:
University Hall, Room 219
The University of Texas at Arlington
E-mail Address:
rbing@uta.edu
Email Policy:
I will check email throughout the week, but not on weekends or holidays. Please allow up to 48 hours for my response. 
Office Hours:
By Appointment
Mailing Address:
Department of Criminology and Criminal Justice
P.O. Box 19595, Arlington, TX 76019
Instructor Biography:

 

Robert L. Bing III, Ph.D.  

Robert L. Bing has an undergraduate degree in Sociology from the College of the Holy Cross. He also holds the Ph.D. in Criminology from Florida State University. Robert L. Bing has authored over 30 refereed articles/book chapters, plus  two books. He is the recent author of Race, Crime and the Media, published by McGraw-Hill (2010).  
.

 

 



	


	

	Course Description:

 

This course is designed to offer a review of gender and ethnic issues in criminology and criminal justice. These issues include definitional and conceptual concerns, including an examination of rates of offending and victimization. Throughout, salient issues are intended to facilitate critical thinking, knowledge enhancement, and racial politics.
Course Objectives:

 

· To expose the student to historical and current issues confronting women and racial minorities.

· To expose the role of contemporary and historical discrimination as possible explanations for criminality.

· To explore the role of race, gender and ethnicity in the processing of offenders through the criminal justice system. 

· To understand the perceptions and realities of race and crime.

· To understand the impact of research and media reporting on the public's perception of crime.

· To offer policy recommendations for meaningful change within the criminal justice system.

· To understand the impact of victimization on female and minority offenders.
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Required Text Books:
The Color of Crime (2009)
Second Edition
By Katheryn Russell Brown
ISBN 978-0-8147-7618-6

Images of Color, Images of Crime (2006)
Third Edition
By Mann, Zatz, and Rodriguez
ISBN 978-0-19533063-2 

Shame of A Nation 
by Jonathan Kozol 
Harper Perennial Publishing Company
ISBN: 0060974990

Suggested Reading Only:
The Truly Disadvantaged
by William J. Wilson
University of Chicago Press
ISBN: 0226901319 

Fist, Stick, Knife, Gun

By Geoffrey Canda
Alfred A. Knopf 
ISBN: 0394579356 

The text books are available at the UTA Bookstore or at the bookstore of your choice.


	


	 



	

	How Will I Be Graded?:

 

Exam 1
20%
Exam 2
25%
Exam 3
25%
Book Review
15%
Discussion Questions
10%
Project
5%
Grade Scale:

 

A
90-100
B
80-89
C
70-79 
D
60-69
F
59-00


	


	

	Lesson Format:

 

Lessons contain the following elements:

[image: image3]Reading Assignment
The text book icon indicates reading assignments from your text book(s) that are due for each lesson.

 

[image: image4]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "https://elearn.uta.edu/bbcswebdav/courses/Local%20Settings/Documents%20and%20Settings/irvin/My%20Documents/Revisions/Blackboard/fall%202010/crcj3380/Course%20Documents/10sp_crcj3380/image/icon01/1relmatw.gif" \* MERGEFORMAT \d [image: image5]Focus on an Issue
The Focus on an Issue feature offers an outside resource that expands upon a topic addressed in the lesson. The source is either accessible through the UT TeleCampus Digital Library, as indicated by the library icon, or the source is a url or other outside resource, as indicated by the related materials/source icon.

 

[image: image6]Lesson Notes
For each lesson, I have prepared lesson notes for you to read and to study.

 

[image: image7]Discussion Questions
During the semester, there will be three discussion threads, and you will choose one of two possible discussion questions for each segment of the course: Lessons 1-4, Lessons 5-9, and Lessons 10-14. For each discussion question you are required to post at least one original response and one response to a posting by your classmate(s). There are more details about the Discussion Board on page 11 of the Syllabus and Course Information.
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CRCJ 3380 includes three exams:

· Exam 1 Lessons 1 – 4 (57 questions)
· Exam 2 Lessons 5 – 9 (61 questions)
· Exam 3 Lessons 10 – 14 (61 questions)
The exams are to be completed by 11:55 p.m. central time of the due day for the last lesson included (Lessons 4, 9, and 14, respectively). The exam dates appear in the course calendar. You are responsible for taking the exams on time. 

The exams range from 57 to 61 multiple choice questions and or T/F questions. The questions will be based upon lesson notes and the assigned readings in The Color of Crime, 2nd edition by Katheryn Russell and Images of Color, Images of Crime, 3rd edition by Coramae Richey Mann, Marjorie S. Zatz and Nancy Rodriguez.  

The third required text, Shame of a Nation by Johnathan Kozol, will not be covered in the exams because you will demonstrate your understanding of this book in the Book Review assignment. The reading assignments in Shame of a Nation that appear on the course calendar are designed to help pace your study of the book.

Exam 2 and Exam 3 are not cumulative.
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You are required to read the book Shame of a Nation by Jonathan Kozol and write a review. The review should be seven to ten pages long. You may use any format.
I am looking for evidence that you have actually read the book. I suggest you compartmentalize your review by chapter. Include in each chapter many of the important points made by the author. In the last page of the book review, please detail the implications of the assigned reading for criminal justice. In other words, what recommendations would you make to criminal justice administrators and legislators, based upon a review of this book. Please do not take short cuts in your coverage of the book Shame of A Nation, as each chapter (while similar to the previous one) makes a special contribution. Once you have done of this, please provide a final paragraph that includes your personal observations about the book. 
Do not include direct quotes in your review. I will provide more information for you via the internet.

Submit your Book Review in the Assignments area. Select the Assignments button from the Blackboard navigation menu. In the Assignments area, you will find instructions for submitting your Book Review.

Due Date: See Course Calendar
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You are responsible for selecting any ONE of the following readings and preparing a reaction paper. 

Select from below:
· Allen-Bell, A.A. 1999. "The Birth of the Crime: Driving While Black."

· Southern University Law Review, 25, pp1-16.

· Bell, Derrick. 1992. "The Space Traders," in book titled, Faces at the Bottom of the Well. Basic Books.

· Bowman, Cynthia. 1993. "Street Harassment and the Informal Ghettoization of Women." Harvard Law Review. Vol. 106:3 p. 517, 64p.

· Harvard Law Review. 1994. "The 8th Amendment and the Ineffective Assistance of Counsel in Capital Trials." Harvard Law Review. Vol. 107.

· Roberts, Dorothy. 1991. "Punishing Drug Addicts Who Have Babies: Women of Color, Equality, and the Right to Privacy." Harvard Law Review. Vol. 104:107, p.1419.

· Mitchell, Ojmarrh. 2009. "Is the War on Drugs Racially Biased?" Journal of Crime and Justice. 32:49-75.

· Gustafson,Kaaryn. 2009."The Criminalization of Poverty," Journal of Criminal Law and Criminology. 99(3):643-716.

  

E-Reserves

These articles are available through the UTA Library's EReserve system. Go to http://library.uta.edu/reserves/EReservesFAQ.jsp for information on how to access these EReserves.

The materials for this course can be located by searching by the course number (CRCJ 3380). The password to access this material is: CRCJ3380 (the password is case-sensitive). 
Instructions
The reaction paper should be three to four typewritten pages long. The papers should include summaries of the article selected. The last page should be reserved for a personal reaction to the article selected.
I am looking for descriptive, succinct summaries and a reaction to the reading. Include in your reaction answers to the following questions: 

· Did you agree or disagree? 

· What policy recommendations emerge from your choice of assigned readings? 


Submit your Project in the Assignments area. Select the Assignments button from the Blackboard navigation menu. In the Assignments area, you will find instructions for submitting your Project.

Due Date: See Course Calendar
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Discussion questions represent a way to communicate between the instructor, student, and classmates on questions identified by the instructor. For each discussion question you are required to post at least one original response and one response to posting(s) by your classmate(s).

During the semester, there will be three discussion threads. You will choose one of four proposed discussion questions from each segment of the course: Lessons 1-4, Lessons 5-9, and Lessons 10-14. 

Original Response (Thread)
Your response should be grounded in the assigned reading. In other words, you should respond in writing to the many issues to emerge from the lessons or assigned outside reading (Focus on an Issue articles). Your original response should range from 150 - 300 words.

Response to Classmates (Rethread)
Again, your posting should range from 150 - 300 words. In your responses, support your opinions and assertions with what you have learned from the lessons and readings. 

Please review Netiquette and Guidelines for Responsible Use of Electronic Communications in an Online Classroom. These documents are also accessible on the course Discussion Board.



	


	

	


	  Fall 2014 Course Calendar: [FINAL DRAFT revised for CRCJ 3380.600]
	 

	The deadline for completion of weekly lessons:
11:55 p.m. Central Time 
 

Week 1

8/18 to 8/22
Read 

Notes from Lesson 1

 

Read 

The Color of Crime
Chapter 1: Media Messages

 Discussion 1 opens on August 18 and closes August 29
 

Read

Notes from Lesson 2

Read

The Color of Crime
Chapter 5: Are We Still Talking About O.J.?
Chapter 6: Racial Hoaxes
Images of Color, Images of Crime
Chapter 12: The Welfare Queen and Willie Horton 

 

Week 2

8/23-8/29
 

Read

Notes from Lesson 3                             

 

Read 

The Color of Crime 
Chapter 4: Discrimination or Disparity?

Images of Color, Images of Crime
Chapter 9: Framing Asian Americans

 

Week 3

9/1-9/5
  

Read

Notes from Lesson 4

 

Read

Shame of a Nation
Chapters 1 and 2

HINT: Try to start to read more than the first two chapters!! Try to get ahead of this assignment, if possible.

 

Exam 1: 
OPENS:   September 5th  at  8:00  AM  
CLOSES: September 12th  at 11:55 PM. Must be completed by 11:55 p.m. 
Discussion 1 closes August 29  at 11:55 PM   

Discussion 2 opens September 1  at   8:00 AM    
Week 4

9/8-9/12
 

Read

Notes from Lessons 5  and 6                          

 

Read

Shame of a Nation 
Chapters 3, 4, 5 and 6 and start first draft of your book review.

HINT: Be sure to proof the review for content, grammar, flow, continuity, etc. Have someone else read it. Make certain that you have followed all recommendations and requirements from syllabus and course information section, including implications for criminal justice policy on the last page. It is best to write a little more, than to take short cuts. And originality is important!

 

 

 

 

Week 5

9/15-9/19
 

Read

Notes from Lessons 7  and 8                          

 

Read

The Color of Crime 
Chapter 2: The Skin Game

 

 

 

Read

Images of Color, Images of Crime 

Chapter 15: The Unanswered Question


 

Project: 
Due before end week 5, September 19th by 11:55PM (see instructions under syllabus and course information)             
 

Week 6
9/22-9/26
 

Read

Notes from Lessons 9 and 10

 

Read

The Color of Crime 
Chapter 3: History’s Strange Fruit

Images of Color, Images of Crime

Chapter 6: Redskins, Savages, and Other Indian Enemies: A Historical Overview of American Media Coverage of Native Peoples
Chapter 17: The Black Bogeyman and White Self-Righteousness

Chapter 19: Improper Perceptions of Asians and Asian Crimes
Discussion  2 closes  September 13 at 11:55PM       
Discussion  3 opens   September 16th  at  8:00AM      
 

 

 

Exam 2: 
OPENS: September 26th at 8:00 AM
CLOSES:  October 1st     at 11:55PM
 

Book Review : 
Shame of a Nation is due on or before  October 1. Please review instructions (under syllabus and course information) for information on book review. 
 

Week 7
10/29-10/3
 

Read

Notes from Lessons 11 and 12                     

 

Read

Images of Color, Images of Crime

Chapter 11: U.S. Politicians and the Prevalent Stereotyping of American Indian and Alaska Native Nations and Peoples
Chapter 13: Immigrant Bashing  and Nativist Political Movements

Chapter 16: Traditional and Contemporary Tribal Justice

 

 

 


Chapter 8:  ‘Hot Blood and Easy Virtue’: Mass Media and the Making of Racist Latino/a Stereotypes

Chapter 14: Asian Americans and the Black-White Paradigm

Chapter 18: Latinos and Latinas: Latinos, Gangs and Drugs

 

Week 8
10/6-10/10
 

Read

Notes from Lessons 13 and 14

 

Read

The Color of Crime
Chapter 7 and chapter 8


Images of Color, Images of Crime
Chapter 5:White Privilege, Color, and Crime: A Personal Account

Conclusion: A Fragile Future: Pitfalls and Possibilities

 

 

 

Discussion 3 closes on October 5th  
Exam 3:
OPENS:    October 2nd 
CLOSES:  October 9th  must be completed by 11:55 p.m. Central Time  




