Course Syllabus

LARC 5661:  Design Studio 1

Fall 2013
Instructor: James Richards, FASLA
Office Number: ARCH 322
Office Telephone Number: 817-999-1522
Email Address: jrichard@uta.edu
Faculty Profile:  https://www.uta.edu/mentis/public/#profile/profile/view/id/1724 
Office Hours: 4pm-5pm, M-Th
Section Information: LARC 5661, Section 001, Design Studio 1
Time and Place of Class Meetings: Architecture Building, Room 429A, T Th 6-9:50pm
Description of Course Content: This is the foundational design course for students with no background in landscape architecture or design; it is the first of the sequence of five design studios.  The purpose of the course is to develop an understanding of basic design principles and elements, and to develop facility with the design thinking process.  Course lectures and assignments are intended to foster understanding and creative capacity so that these qualities could be employed in landscape architectural design challenges of varied scale, complexity and geographic locations.  The course will provide students with the verbal, intellectual and representational tools necessary to successfully analyze, explore and resolve design problems and bring them to a schematic level of completion.  It is highly recommended that this course be taken concurrently with LARC 5320.
Student Learning Outcomes: Students completing this course will:
· Learn and apply basic design principles and design vocabulary to abstract spatial compositions (2- & 3-D);

· Develop familiarity and confidence in applying a design process to a range of challenges varying in scale and complexity; i.e., “design a city in the morning and a chair in the afternoon.”
· Learn to build and nurture their own creative capacity;
· Develop time management strategies, discipline, responsibility, thoroughness and accuracy;

· Use ordered methods of problem solving (a design process), including skill in observation, analysis and synthesis, to explore and resolve form-making in abstract compositions and simple landscape architectural designs;

· Communicate design ideas visually, orally and in writing using a basic range of techniques.


Attitudes for you to develop:

· An open, inquiring mind;

· An objective attitude toward your work and the work of others;

· The ability to dispose of stereotypes and prejudices about the environment;

· Confidence in your work;

· Pride and craftsmanship in your work;

· Familiarity with studio culture.
Required Textbooks and Other Course Materials: 
Required texts:

· Form and Fabric in Landscape Architecture: A Visual Introduction by Catherine Dee ISBN 13: 978-0-415-24638-5

· Foundations of Landscape Architecture by Norman K. Booth  ISBN 978-0-470-63505 

· The Universal Traveler by Don Koberg  ISBN 978-1560526797

Suggested library reading:

· Change by Design by Tim Brown  ISBN 978-0-06-176608-4

· Architecture: Form, Space and Order, Third Edition by Francis D. K. Ching

· Theory in Landscape Architecture:  A Reader by Simon Swaffield

· Exterior Design in Architecture by Yoshinobu Ashihara

· Form, Function and Design by Paul Jacques Grillo

Studio Materials:

Note: Basic studio materials are identical for LARC 5661 (Studio 1) and LARC 5320 (Communications).  Individual projects may require additional special media and supplies; students will be notified in advance in order to procure the necessary materials.

Below are the supplies you will need for class and studio work.  It’s strongly recommended that you obtain the specific brands and colors mentioned; they have been proven to work well together (for example, the markers don’t smear the ink) and can be used in combination for a wide variety of landscape architectural and urban design applications.  Check with instructor for the availability pre-assembled kits of materials and vendor discounts.
AD Markers: 


Light Sand 

Blush

 
Pale Cherry


Crystal Blue


Aqua


Willow Green


Moss Green

Grass Green

Emerald Green

Mauve

Bright orchid

Banana

Cool Grey 3, 6

Prismacolor Marker:


Carmine Red

Prismacolor colored pencils:

Light Peach 

Eggshell
Lavender

Aquamarine

Slate Gray

True Blue

White

Grass Green

Dark Green

Yellow Ochre

Apple Green 

Spring Green

Olive Green 

Warm Gray 70%

Burnt Ochre

Terra Cotta

Carmine Red

Tuscan Red

Felt-tip pens—black

Pilot Fineliners (3)

Pentel Sign Pens (2)

Sharpie fine point marker (1)

Sharpie chisel tip marker (1)

Pencils (two of each)


#2 with eraser (Mirado black warrior or equal)


Sanford Col-Erase (blue)

Pastels

Square chalk pastel sticks (not oil base!) in assorted colors.  Recommend set of 24. (Sargent Art item # 53651 or equal)

Paper


12” roll of white tracing paper

24” roll of white tracing paper

9 x 12 sketch pad of white paper for practicing techniques

No. 9 X-acto knife with extra blades

Metal ruler (18 in.) with cork back

42 in. wooden T-square 

Engineer’s scale

Architect’s scale

2 triangles (clear plastic, 8 or 10 inch—one 45 degree and one 60/30 degree)

Circle template  (with good range of circle sizes, up to 3” diameter)

Drafting tape (roll, not dots)

White eraser (Magic Rub), 

Kneaded eraser

Strathmore 400 series Hardbound Sketchbook, 8.5in. x 11.5in.

Descriptions of major assignments: The course consists of two studio sessions each week, with lecture periods, in-class exercises, and project assignments.  During the lecture component and short field trips/site visits, you will be exposed to examples of natural and built landscapes and to theoretical concepts that guide landscape architectural design.  In the studio, you will be given specific exercises to guide your exploration of the concepts.  During these sessions, the instructor will be available to critique your work (help you with feedback and direction).  Other sessions will be dedicated to either preliminary critiques or final presentations of your work.  Project assignments will be one week in duration during the first half of the course, and will require longer timeframes as projects increase in scope and complexity.  Major assignments will explore the following themes:

· Response

· Design Principles

· Line

· Texture

· Form and Space

· Color

· People

· Design Process

· Analysis

· Concept

· Synthesis
Attendance:  Attendance is mandatory as each class builds directly on those that precede it, and interaction with other students in the studio is a fundamental dynamic of the course.  The studio is a unique environment because it creates a learning community.  To take full advantage, you are required to fully equip and use your desk area as a primary workstation.  We discourage your working at home.  Class attendance is critical as it is during that time that group and personalized instruction occurs.  The quality and quantity of what you learn is directly linked to your participation.  We will consider this part of your final grade.  You are expected to attend all lectures, studio sessions and project presentations.  

Other Requirements:  All students are required to do the following:

· Be on time.  The entire allotted class time will be necessary to ensure adequate time for review, demonstrations and practice.

· Bring all drawing materials to each class.  Be prepared to work on ongoing projects in the studio and for the instructor’s desk critiques, as well as for presentations.  Students are expected to show measurable progress in their work from one class to the next.

· Students will be required to keep a sketchbook/journal for the duration of the class to record notes, insights, impressions, ideas and concepts. It may include class notes, if desired, and should include visual notations: diagrams, rough sketches, inspired doodles, “idea trees,” etc.

· Participate in class or group discussions actively, and interact with classmates through discussion and work critique in the studio.

· Let the instructor know of any suggestions or concerns you have for the class in a timely fashion.

· Turn assignments in by the established deadline. Late assignments will receive a grade of 0 and the instructor will not critique them. Students should discuss extenuating circumstances with the instructor as soon as they are aware they may miss a deadline.

· Spelling is critical to effective communication and to professional credibility. Any assignment containing four (4) or more misspellings will automatically lose ten (10) points.

Grading: Each project will be evaluated on the quality of your process/progress, product and presentation.  Recommendations about relative strengths and areas for improvement will be covered as well.  

· Attendance, participation and preparedness:  10%

· Sketchbook:  20%




· Studio Projects:  70%

Students are expected to keep track of their performance throughout the semester and seek guidance from available sources (including the instructor) if their performance drops below satisfactory levels.

Expectations for Out-of-Class Study: Studio time is intended to provide students with the majority of the time required to complete assignments.  Beyond the time required to attend each class meeting, students enrolled in this course should expect to spend at least an additional 3-6 hours per week of their own time in course-related activities, including reading required materials, completing assignments, preparing for exams, etc. 

Grade Grievances: Any appeal of a grade in this course must follow the procedures and deadlines for grade-related grievances as published in the current graduate catalog.  See http://grad.pci.uta.edu/about/catalog/current/general/regulations/#gradegrievances 
Drop Policy: Students may drop or swap (adding and dropping a class concurrently) classes through self-service in MyMav from the beginning of the registration period through the late registration period. After the late registration period, students must see their academic advisor to drop a class or withdraw. Undeclared students must see an advisor in the University Advising Center. Drops can continue through a point two-thirds of the way through the term or session. It is the student's responsibility to officially withdraw if they do not plan to attend after registering. Students will not be automatically dropped for non-attendance. Repayment of certain types of financial aid administered through the University may be required as the result of dropping classes or withdrawing. For more information, contact the Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships (http://wweb.uta.edu/ses/fao).
Americans with Disabilities Act: The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of all federal equal opportunity legislation, including the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). All instructors at UT Arlington are required by law to provide "reasonable accommodations" to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Any student requiring an accommodation for this course must provide the instructor with official documentation in the form of a letter certified by the staff in the Office for Students with Disabilities, University Hall 102. Only those students who have officially documented a need for an accommodation will have their request honored. Information regarding diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining disability-based academic accommodations can be found at www.uta.edu/disability or by calling the Office for Students with Disabilities at (817) 272-3364.

Academic Integrity: All students enrolled in this course are expected to adhere to the UT Arlington Honor Code:
I pledge, on my honor, to uphold UT Arlington’s tradition of academic integrity, a tradition that values hard work and honest effort in the pursuit of academic excellence. 

I promise that I will submit only work that I personally create or contribute to group collaborations, and I will appropriately reference any work from other sources. I will follow the highest standards of integrity and uphold the spirit of the Honor Code.

UT Arlington faculty members may employ the Honor Code as they see fit in their courses, including (but not limited to) having students acknowledge the honor code as part of an examination or requiring students to incorporate the honor code into any work submitted. Per UT System Regents’ Rule 50101, §2.2, suspected violations of university’s standards for academic integrity (including the Honor Code) will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. Violators will be disciplined in accordance with University policy, which may result in the student’s suspension or expulsion from the University.
Student Support Services: UT Arlington provides a variety of resources and programs designed to help students develop academic skills, deal with personal situations, and better understand concepts and information related to their courses. Resources include tutoring, major-based learning centers, developmental education, advising and mentoring, personal counseling, and federally funded programs. For individualized referrals, students may visit the reception desk at University College (Ransom Hall), call the Maverick Resource Hotline at 817-272-6107, send a message to resources@uta.edu, or view the information at www.uta.edu/resources.

Electronic Communication: UT Arlington has adopted MavMail as its official means to communicate with students about important deadlines and events, as well as to transact university-related business regarding financial aid, tuition, grades, graduation, etc. All students are assigned a MavMail account and are responsible for checking the inbox regularly. There is no additional charge to students for using this account, which remains active even after graduation. Information about activating and using MavMail is available at http://www.uta.edu/oit/cs/email/mavmail.php.
Student Feedback Survey:  At the end of each term, students enrolled in classes categorized as lecture, seminar, or laboratory shall be directed to complete a Student Feedback Survey (SFS). Instructions on how to access the SFS for this course will be sent directly to each student through MavMail approximately 10 days before the end of the term. Each student’s feedback enters the SFS database anonymously and is aggregated with that of other students enrolled in the course. UT Arlington’s effort to solicit, gather, tabulate, and publish student feedback is required by state law; students are strongly urged to participate. For more information, visit http://www.uta.edu/sfs.
Final Review Week:  A period of five class days prior to the first day of final examinations in the long sessions shall be designated as Final Review Week. The purpose of this week is to allow students sufficient time to prepare for final examinations. During this week, there shall be no scheduled activities such as required field trips or performances; and no instructor shall assign any themes, research problems or exercises of similar scope that have a completion date during or following this week unless specified in the class syllabus. During Final Review Week, an instructor shall not give any examinations constituting 10% or more of the final grade, except makeup tests and laboratory examinations. In addition, no instructor shall give any portion of the final examination during Final Review Week. During this week, classes are held as scheduled. In addition, instructors are not required to limit content to topics that have been previously covered; they may introduce new concepts as appropriate.
Emergency Exit Procedures: Should we experience an emergency event that requires us to vacate the building, students should exit the room and move toward the nearest exit, which is located on the second floor across from the School of Architecture administrative offices. When exiting the building during an emergency, one should never take an elevator but should use the stairwells. Faculty members and instructional staff will assist students in selecting the safest route for evacuation and will make arrangements to assist handicapped individuals.

Course Schedule.  

Thursday, Aug. 22 (first class): 


Introductions and overview


Lecture:  Introduction to Landscape Architecture


Break


Lecture:  Response


In-class exercise and pin-up:  drawing responses


Assignment:  Response to landscape 

Week 1:  Design Principles
Tuesday, Aug. 27

Pin-up: Response to landscape


Break


Lecture:  Design Principles


Assignment:  Design Principles in the Landscape

Thursday, Aug. 29
In-studio work:  bring project materials to class, sketchbook studies, assemble

Week 2:  Line
Tuesday, Sept. 3

Pin-up:  Design Principles


Break


Lecture:  Line


In-class exercise:  Composition in Line


Assignment:  Compositions in Line

Thursday, Sept. 5

In-studio work:  Compositions in Line

Week 3:  Texture
Tuesday, Sept. 10

Pin-up:  Compositions in Line

Break


Lecture:  Texture


Assignment:  Rubbings and Texture garden



Sketch ideas for compositions; bring materials to next class

Thursday, Sept. 12

In-studio work:  Texture assignments (JR out-U of Ark board mtg)
Week 4:  Form and Space
Tuesday, Sept. 17

Pin-up:  Texture garden


Break

Lecture:  Form and Space

Assignment:  Form and Space

Thursday, Sept. 19

In-studio work:  Form and Space
Week 5:  Color
Tuesday, Sept. 24

Pin-up:  Form and Space


Break


Lecture:  Color

Assignment:  Color Gardens



Sketch rough concepts in class

Thursday, Sept. 26

In-studio work:  Color Gardens

Week 6:  People
Tuesday, Oct. 1

Pin-up:  Color Gardens


Break


Lecture:  People

Assignment:  Client Analysis

Thursday, Oct. 3

Individual/outside work OR in-studio work: Client Analysis (JR out: MSU workshop)
Week 7:  Design Process
Tuesday, Oct. 8

Pin-up:  Client Analysis


Break


Lecture:  Design Process


In-class exercises:  Cross-disciplinary diagrams

Assignment:  TBD
Thursday, Oct. 10

In-studio work
Week 8:  Concept: The Big Idea
Tuesday, Oct. 15

Lecture:  Creative Process and the Generative Idea



John Cleese and Jack White on Creativity


Assignment:  The Big Idea--Concepts of Iconic Projects



Board with photos, diagram, narrative

Thursday, Oct. 17

In-studio or field work:  Concept/The Big Idea
Week 9:  Site Analysis and Synthesis: Introduce Final Project
Tuesday, Oct. 22

Pin up: Concept/The Big Idea

Break 
Lectures:
The Nature of Inventory and Analysis 
William Whyte: The Social Life of Small Urban Places

Introduce final project: brief, timeline, base maps
Thursday, Oct. 24

Visit final project site, gather information, begin inventory/analysis


Week 10:  Final Project (con’t.)
Tuesday, Oct. 29

Pin-up: Site Analysis

Break


Lecture:  Design Process: Early Ideation
Thursday, Oct. 31


In-studio work: preliminary concept, program, rough design
Week 11:  Final Project (con’t.)
Tuesday, Nov. 5

Pin-up/critique: Preliminary concept, program, design

In class: Thumbnails of sheet compositions

Thursday, Nov. 7

Class attend TSA Pecha Kucha presentations downtown Fort Worth
Week 12:  Final Project (con’t.)
Tuesday, Nov. 12

Solo pin-ups: revised concepts due

Continue in-studio work
Thursday, Nov. 14

In-studio work session (JR out: national ASLA)


Storyboard



Concept refinements



Rough out final sections, elevations, perspectives

Week 13:  Final Project (con’t.)
Tuesday, Nov. 19

In-studio work session (JR out: national ASLA)


Prepare final drawings

Thursday, Nov. 21:  

Final critiques
Week 14:  Final Project Presentations
Tuesday, Nov. 26

Final presentations; venue TBD
Thursday, Nov. 28

THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY; no class
Week 15

Tuesday, Dec. 3

No class. Combined class meeting with Communications Wed., Dec. 4, venue TBA
“As the instructor for this course, I reserve the right to adjust this schedule in any way that serves the educational needs of the students enrolled in this course. –James Richards FASLA.”
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