Prof. NICK WOOD
· Office: Studio Arts Center, C141D/E, ext: 27329, 20934
· Office Telephone: 817 272-7329 

· Email Address: nwood@uta.edu
· Office Hours: TTH 1:30 - 2pm
Course: Moldmaking & Casting in Clay – ART 3383 (FALL’14)
· Day/Times: TTH 2:00-4:50pm
· Classroom/Studio Location: Studio Arts Center, C141, 810 Davis Street.

Description of Course Content: (University re-vised catalogue text):
Continuation of ceramic media techniques and forming processes focusing on the introduction of various types of mold making and casting procedures.
Student Learning Outcomes: Moldmaking/Casting– Art 3383-001:
1) Introduction & development of the techniques, application, and synthesis of mold making and casting procedures in re-creating clay & other media objects.

2) Enhanced abilities to integrate, attach, and combine clay cast shapes using additive construction processes into larger and/or more complex forms.

3) Continued development of skills for designing & creating three dimensional forms and their relationship to function, aesthetics, and /or sculptural concerns.

4) Demonstrate & understand increasing knowledge of color/glazes and their various application and descriptive role in defining form.
5) Application, analysis, and recognition of personal methods for building and forming ideas during stages of thinking/sketching, discussion, and research. 
6) Development and practice of the necessary stages of pre-preparation of any object and its mold container before casting and mold making procedures.

7) Understanding the importance of working adaptively/flexibly with molds as both a tool for the artist focused on uniqueness & concept and its’ equal potential for usage at the industrial production level.
Requirements:  (General):
Prerequisites: ART 3363 (Clay I) or college clay / clay portfolio level credit.
Students must follow all safety requirements listed below: 

Safety:

· No open- toed shoes are allowed when working in the studio.
· A dust mask is required when using sprayed glazes, dry plaster, and ceramic materials.
· Latex or rubber gloves are required for handling plaster & wet glaze materials.
· Follow all safety signs posted around classroom.                                   Page 1
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Required Textbooks and Other Course Materials: 
· No required Text.

TOOLS & MATERIALS (Required):
•
One kitchen / photographic timer (1Hour)
•
Fettling knife

•
2 - one gallon buckets with handles

•
1 - Five gallon bucket with handle and lid
· 3-4 brushes (1/4”, ½”, 1”, 2”)                                             

•
Plastic or metal scoop 1/2 to 1 cup size

•
Assorted carving and smoothing tools, wood & metal


(must include one small loop and one large loop/carving tool)

•
Apron or overalls                                     
•
50 lbs low fire white modeling clay

•
6 gallons of low fire white casting slip (American Ceramics Supply)
•
Two funnels: one small – 3 to 4", one large -  5 to 6"

•
Two 20 X 20” to no larger than 24 x 24" ¾”plywood boards

•
1 plastic 2 cup measuring cup

•
3-4 small lidded plastic containers

•
6-8 Dust Masks

•
3 sponges - 2 smooth (small), 1 large (synthetic)

•
Kemper tool kit 
•   6-8 plastic garbage bags

· Paper Towels / one cloth Towel for drying and clean up

· Small Level  

· 4 C- Clamps ( 4-5” size with wide mouth )
· Surform shaver

· Tape measure & 15-18” ruler (plastic or metal)

· Two pair of rubber gloves
· angle or carpenter’s square (optional)

REFERENCE BOOKS:

Mold Making for Ceramics - Donald Firth
Plaster Mold & Mold Making  - Charles Chaney / Stanley Skee
Mold Making & Slip Casting – Andrew Martin

Clay Lover’s Guide to Making Molds – Pierce Clayton
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Course Description:
This ART 3383 studio class will introduce the techniques of creating ceramic forms by the use of various types of molds & casting processes. Along with this introduction includes methods for assembling these cast forms together to create more complex, unique artworks. The use of molds easily allows the identical recreation of dimensional forms and/or create unique multiple editions. Students will learn how to make numerous types of molds from a variety of surfaces and forms.

Each project is structured, yet left open enough for you to seek creative solutions through problem solving, research, and the exploration of your own sense of design and imagery. Personal expression, challenging solutions, and extra efforts visible with each of your projects will be one of the prime criteria for evaluation and grading.

MOLD/CASTING PROCESSES TO BE COVERED:
· Sprigg/Press/one part Molds - Project # 1 - Due (approx.) September 18.                                
· Drape & Hump Molds – Reviewed in class (approx.)  September 23.                              

· Two Piece Molds / Edition Slip Casting – Project # 2 - Due October 14.  
· 3-4 Piece Molds / Slip Casting – Project # 3 – Due (approx.) November 11.
· Multiple mold use in assemblage process – November 13. 
Mid Term Reviews:                               OCTOBER  7 & 9
Final Critiques:                                       DECEMBER 9
** No Incomplete grades will be given.
________________________________________________________________________

LAST DAY TO WORK WET:               NOVEMBER  12
LAST BISQUE:                                        NOVEMBER  19
LAST HIGH FIRE GLAZE:                   DECEMBER  1
LAST LOW FIRE GLAZE:                     DECEMBER  3
LAST LUSTER / CHINA PAINT:         DECEMBER  4
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Attendance & Grading Criteria: 

At The University of Texas at Arlington, taking attendance is not required. Rather, each faculty member is free to develop his or her own methods of evaluating students’ academic performance, which includes establishing course-specific policies on attendance. As the instructor of this class, the attendance policy details are:
         1) Your regular attendance in class is expected and required.


a)
Although it may not appear as such, I do take roll every class.

b) 
Class starts at 2:00 PM.  Please be here on time.


c)
Use this time to involve yourselves in the work that is related to    

                        this class and its’ goals and requirements.


d)
Four absences, excused or not, will lower your grade one level. 

                        Five absences, excused or not, will lower your grade two levels.

                        Six absences, excused or not, will lower your grade three levels.

                        Seven absences, excused or not, will lower your grade four levels. 

Three tardies will count as one absence. Tardies= arriving late and/or leaving early.

Excessive absences may result in a failing grade or make it necessary to drop the class upon consultation with the instructor.  Any emergency situations should always be discussed with your instructor.

GRADE EVALUATION CRITERIA:
1) The level of exploration, experimentation, and commitment given by you to each of your clay projects. This is evident in the time and care I see you exhibit while working in the classroom, in your body of work, & in your ability to discuss your work with me.  

2) All assigned projects (and/or independent study contracts) completed for their respective critiques listed on the syllabus.  Completed means to the final state beyond bisque.  For example: glazed, glazed/painted, painted… Incomplete work at critiques will lower your overall grade one letter or more depending on the amount of incomplete works. Missing the final critique or having no work ready at critique may result in a failing grade. 
3) Any extra related work and research completed or explored beyond your assigned projects.

4) Your participation in daily clean up of: 1)your work areas; 2) the mess and residue you create where you work 3) when you use and pour plaster or 4) when you glaze/spray your projects and 5) at the end of the semester required cleanup (10% of grade).

Page 5 – Moldmaking & Casting- 3383 syllabus / Prof. Nick Wood
University Statements:
Americans With Disabilities Act:  The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of all federal equal opportunity legislation, including the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). All instructors at UT Arlington are required by law to provide "reasonable accommodations" to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Any student requiring an accommodation for this course must provide the instructor with official documentation in the form of a letter certified by the staff in the Office for Students with Disabilities, University Hall 102. Only those students who have officially documented a need for an accommodation will have their request honored. Information regarding diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining disability-based academic accommodations can be found at www.uta.edu/disability or by calling the Office for Students with Disabilities at (817) 272-3364.
Student Support Services Available: 

The UT Arlington provides a variety of resources and programs to help students develop academic skills, deal with personal situations, and better understand. Resources include tutoring, major-based learning centers, developmental education, advising and mentoring, personal counseling, and federally funded programs. For individualized referrals to resources for any reason, students may contact Maverick Resource Hotline at 817-272-6107 or send a message to resourses@uta.edu or view www.uta.edu/resources for more information. 

Final Review Week:  

A period of five class days prior to the first day of final examinations in the long sessions shall be designated as Final Review Week. The purpose of this week is to allow students sufficient time to prepare for final examinations. During this week, there shall be no exams/tests or scheduled activities 

such as required field trips or performances; and no instructor shall assign any themes, research problems or exercises of similar scope that have a completion date during or following this week unless specified in the class syllabus. During Final Review Week, an instructor shall not give any examinations constituting 10% or more of the final grade, except makeup tests and laboratory examinations. In addition, no instructor shall give any portion of the final examination during Final Review Week. Classes are held as scheduled during this week and lectures and presentations may be given. 
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Electronic Communication Policy: 

The University of Texas at Arlington has adopted the University “MavMail” address as the sole official means of communication with students. MavMail is used to remind students of important deadlines, advertise events and activities, and permit the University to conduct official transactions exclusively by electronic means. For example, important information concerning registration, financial aid, payment of bills, and graduation are now sent to students through the MavMail system. All students are assigned a MavMail account and are responsible for checking the inbox on regularly. There is no additional charge to students for using this account, which remains active even after graduation. In addition, all email communications between faculty and students must only be thru the use of MavMail and faculty UTA email accounts.
Student Feedback Survey: 

At the end of each term, students enrolled in classes categorized as “lecture,” “seminar,” or “laboratory” shall be directed to complete an online Student Feedback Survey (SFS). Instructions on how to access the SFS for this course will be sent directly to each student through MavMail approximately 10 days before the end of the term. Each student’s feedback enters the SFS database anonymously and is aggregated with that of other students enrolled in the course. UT Arlington’s effort to solicit, gather, tabulate, and publish student feedback is required by state law; students are strongly urged to participate. For more information, visit http://www.uta.edu/sfs.
Drop Policy: 

Students may drop or swap (adding and dropping a class concurrently) classes through self-service in MyMav from the beginning of the registration period through the late registration period. After the late registration period, students must see their academic advisor to secure a drop form to drop a class or withdraw. Undeclared students must see an advisor in the University Advising Center. Drops can continue through a point two-thirds of the way through the term or session. It is the student's responsibility to officially withdraw if they do not plan to attend after registering. Students will not be automatically dropped for non-attendance. Repayment of certain types of financial aid administered through the University may be required as the result of dropping classes or withdrawing. For more information, contact the Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships http://wweb.uta.edu/ses/fao
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Academic Integrity: 
All students enrolled in this course are expected to adhere to the UT Arlington Honor Code: I pledge, on my honor, to uphold UT Arlington’s tradition of academic integrity, a tradition that values hard work and honest effort in the pursuit of academic excellence. 

I promise that I will submit only work that I personally create or contribute to group collaborations, and I will appropriately reference any work from other sources. I will follow the highest standards of integrity and uphold the spirit of the Honor Code. Instructors may employ the Honor Code as they see fit in their courses, including (but not limited to) having students acknowledge the honor code as part of an examination or requiring students to incorporate the honor code into any work submitted. Per UT System Regents’ Rule 50101, §2.2, suspected violations of university’s standards for academic integrity (including the Honor Code) will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. Violators will be disciplined in accordance with University policy, which may result in the student’s suspension or expulsion from the University.

Emergency Exit Procedures: 

Should we experience an emergency event that requires us to vacate the building students should exit the room and move toward the nearest SAC exit, which is located at the NW Entry Gate. When exiting the building during an emergency, one should never take an elevator but should use the stairwells. Faculty members and instructional staff will assist students in selecting the safest route for evacuation and will make arrangements to assist handicapped individuals.

Title IX: 
The University of Texas at Arlington is committed to upholding U.S. Federal Law “Title IX” such that no member of the UT Arlington community shall, on the basis of sex, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any education program or activity. For more information, visit www.uta.edu/titleIX.
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ADDITIONAL REFERENCE MATERIALS:

It is essential to stay informed visually, technically, and conceptually in the Arts. This should be an enjoyable responsibility. Two of the most effective and accessible ways to accomplish this are to:

1) Spend time each month in the University’s Art/Architecture Library looking thru the following magazines:

· Ceramics Monthly

· American Ceramics

· American Craft
· ArtNews

· Artforum

· Flash Art
· Sculpture
As well as, the numerous Art, Design, and Architecture magazines and books also on the shelves.

2) Visit the Museums and Galleries in Arlington, Dallas, and Fort Worth once a month.
CLAY / GLAZE SUPPLIERS: 
Trinity Ceramics Supply (clay bodies, glazes, tools,plaster)         

9016 Diplomacy Row               

Dallas, TX 214 631-0540  

M-F 8-5 pm 

CLAY / SLIP/ GLAZE SUPPLIERS 
American Ceramics  (Best for casting slips, underglazes, glazes)
2442 Ludelle St. Fort Worth, TX (817) 535-2651

Trinity Ceramics Supply  (Best for Clay, tools, underglazes, glazes) 

9016 Diplomacy Row

Dallas, TX (214) 631-0540   
