
Art 3342: Intermediate Glassblowing (Tue/Thu: 8am-10:50am)- Fall 2014








SAC rm C146
Instructor: Neal Paustian

Office Hours: Tue/Thurs 11am-12pm by appointment please  

nealp@uta.edu

Text:


Advanced Glassworking Techniques: An Enlightened Manuscript







                         Edward T. Schmid

I recommend that you have Ed Schmid’s first book:  Beginning Glassblowing

Each student will also be required to bring to every class a sketchbook for note taking dedicated to this course.

 *******************This Syllabus is Subject to Change*************************
Description of Course Content: 


This course continues an exploration in classical and traditional forms as it relates to both traditional and contemporary art.  Class level is appropriate for the student who has had at least one previous semester of glassblowing/ working with hot glass forming techniques.  The course will include classroom discussion and demonstrations in the hot and cold shops.  

Student Learning Outcomes:  


Students will develop a proficiency creating more intricate and complex forms, in order to build a technical and visual vocabulary. Course assignments will be given on a regular basis throughout the semester. Students will be required to complete all the assignments on time. Various technical demonstrations or discussions will be given throughout the semester. By the end of the semester students will be able to thoughtfully create a variety of complex glass forms, as well develop expressive work, inspired by their own aesthetic and concept.  This technical skill level will allow students to explore personal artistic expression focusing on hot glass as the media.  A secondary focus of this class will deal with color techniques and applications.  Students will be expected to complete color sample experiments prior to applying technique to their work.   

This course will contain students of various skill levels.  Students in their second semester of intermediate glass will have different assignments and expectations from those of their first semester.  I reserve the right as instructor of this course to assign projects based upon an individual’s skill level.
Attendance/Drops

You are required to attend class regularly. A substantial percentage of your final grade is based on your participation, both during class and in your own blowslots. If you are absent, you could potentially receive a 0 for that days participation. Partial class attendance could also impact your grade. During each class attendance will be taken twice, once at the beginning of class and once in the middle or end of class.  If at either time you are absent, you could potentially be counted as absent for that class period. You will be responsible for obtaining any material covered during your absence from a classmate.  The instructor will not repeat assignments, technical demonstrations, video presentations, discussions or lectures.  It is your responsibility to make certain that you are in attendance. You must have all of your required materials by the end of the first week of classes.  Report medical related absences to the Art Office (817) 272-2891.  Medically based absences do not excuse you from doing the required course work.  With proper documentation, a medical based absence may allow an extension of a project due date.  The responsibility for initiating a “drop” from this course is yours.  This is not done automatically by the instructor or the departmental office.  Drop Policy: Students may drop or swap (adding and dropping a class concurrently) classes through self-service in MyMav from the beginning of the registration period through the late registration period. After the late registration period, students must see their academic advisor to drop a class or withdraw. Undeclared students must see an advisor in the University Advising Center. Drops can continue through a point two-thirds of the way through the term or session. It is the student's responsibility to officially withdraw if they do not plan to attend after registering. Students will not be automatically dropped for non-attendance. Repayment of certain types of financial aid administered through the University may be required as the result of dropping classes or withdrawing. For more information, contact the Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships (http://wweb.uta.edu/aao/fao/).

Evaluation/Grading


Grading will be based on several aspects of your involvement and performance in this course. Grades will be based on a combination of completion of assigned problems as well as classroom participation. The assigned problems will total 60 % of the student’s grade, 15% will be based on weekly quizzes and the remaining 25% is classroom participation. Classroom participation will include but is not limited to; respecting facility policies including those pertaining to cleanliness, and participation in weekly classroom discussions. 


The solutions to class assignments will be evaluated in these areas: creativity in interpretation of the problem, concept, execution and documentation of the problem assigned, and, craftsmanship/ completion   Please see the attached Studio Assignment Grading Rubric for specific grading criteria in this area.


I reserve the right to schedule pop quizzes/tests if I feel the content of the course is not being reflected in the students’ visual and verbal expressions. I will not accept any late work for any reason. Not turning in work on time, prepared, and complete will result in a 0 % for that assignment. 

Students should be aware that completion of classroom assignments will require an additional 6 to 9 hours of studio time beyond scheduled class periods.   Each student will be granted 1 blowslot outside of class time in order to practice what they have learned during class.  Students will partner up for these slots, and it is imperative that they attend, as their peers will be counting on their assistance. There is also a mandatory 2 evenings of classroom clean up each semester.  Each student enrolled in a glass class will be required to attend 2 “charging” slots.  During this time an advanced student will lead them through certain cleaning duties necessary for keeping the glass area running.  Again, attendance to these evenings is mandatory, and non-completion will result negatively on your grade.  Evaluation of problems and their solutions will take place during scheduled critiques.  I expect all work to be submitted on time, and critique attendance is required.  Late work will not be accepted in this course.  Turning a project in on time is more important that it being 100% complete.  I have no problem with you “re-doing” or “enhancing” a completed project to make it more successful. After resubmission I will evaluate individual performance and award a grade accordingly.


I encourage private discussion concerning your progress in the class, or how your work is evaluated.  I would prefer these discussions take place during my office hours, however, if time permits, directly before or after class meetings will be appropriate.  Remember: simply completing the assigned work does not assure you of an excellent grade in this course.  At UTA a C is an average grade.  I reserve B’s and A’s for those students who go “above and beyond” what I ask of them in class. 
Safety

The glass studios can be hazardous environments to you and others.  Safety procedures will be covered in class.  You are required to strictly adhere to all safety rules and recommendations.  Failure to comply with studio safety procedures will result in loss of access to the facility.  In the absence of the instructor, directions given by the Art Department Technician, Graduate Students or Studio Assistant must be followed without question.

Safety glasses and close-toed shoes must be worn at all times
**** In cases of a medical or other emergency use the red telephone in the cold shop for assistance.  This phone is a direct line to campus police ***
Materials

In addition to the required text, students must purchase some supplies, this list will be given the first day of class. Students will be introduced to many colored glass applications, students must purchase their own glass color.

Course Materials Costs


It is impractical for student to purchase raw blowing glass individually, so the studio purchases glass in bulk.  In order to assist in covering the cost of the glass, students enrolled in intermediate glassblowing classes are asked to pay $200 to partially cover the cost of the glass they will be using during the semester. This amount does not vary according to student use, and is estimated to cover only a portion of projected individual student consumption.  The glass studio subsidizes the balance of studio glass costs.  With this in mind, students are asked to conserve glass usage by reducing waste and careful recycling of clear glass. 

Facility

Using the hot and cold glass shops is a privilege.  Students are not allowed to use any equipment in the glass area that they have not received proper training for, and signed off on safety waiver.  There are specific guidelines for the proper use and care of the machines and supplies.  Students are expected to strictly follow these guidelines without exception.  Failure to comply with these guidelines could result in being prohibited from using the facility. 

Your understanding of the operation and maintenance of the facility is part of this class.  You will be required to actively participate in the cleaning and maintenance of the shops and assist in the occasional repair of equipment.  There may be times during the course of the semester that equipment must be shut down for repair.  This is the nature of this medium, and to be expected.  Every effort will be made to keep this to an absolute minimum.

As a general rule, students should leave their working area “better than they found it”.  Cleanliness is crucial to maintaining a safe working environment, and noncompliance will not be tolerated.
Americans with Disabilities Act: 


The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of all federal equal opportunity legislation, including the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). All instructors at UT Arlington are required by law to provide "reasonable accommodations" to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Any student requiring an accommodation for this course must provide the instructor with official documentation in the form of a letter certified by the staff in the Office for Students with Disabilities, University Hall 102. Only those students who have officially documented a need for an accommodation will have their request honored. Information regarding diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining disability-based academic accommodations can be found at www.uta.edu/disability or by calling the Office for Students with Disabilities at (817) 272-3364.

Academic Integrity: 


Students enrolled in this course are expected to adhere to the 

UT Arlington Honor Code:

I pledge, on my honor, to uphold UT Arlington’s tradition of academic integrity, a tradition that values hard work and honest effort in the pursuit of academic excellence. I promise that I will submit only work that I personally create or contribute to group collaborations, and I will appropriately reference any work from other sources. I will follow the highest standards of integrity and uphold the spirit of the Honor Code.

UT Arlington faculty members may employ the Honor Code as they see fit in their courses, including (but not limited to) having students acknowledge the honor code as part of an examination or requiring students to incorporate the honor code into any work submitted. Per UT System Regents’ Rule 50101, §2.2, suspected violations of university’s standards for academic integrity (including the Honor Code) will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. Violators will be disciplined in accordance with University policy, which may result in the student’s suspension or expulsion from the University.

Student Support Services: UT Arlington provides a variety of resources and programs designed to help students develop academic skills, deal with personal situations, and better understand concepts and information related to their courses. Resources include tutoring, major-based learning centers, developmental education, advising and mentoring, personal counseling, and federally funded programs. For individualized referrals, students may visit the reception desk at University College (Ransom Hall), call the Maverick Resource Hotline at 817-272-6107, send a message to resources@uta.edu, or view the information at www.uta.edu/resources.

Bomb Threats
If anyone is tempted to call in a bomb threat, be aware that UTA will attempt to trace the phone call and prosecute all responsible parties.  Every effort will be made to avoid cancellation of presentations/tests caused by bomb threats.  Unannounced alternate sites will be available for these classes.  Your instructor will make you aware of alternate class sites in the event that your classroom is not available. 

Art 3342-001 
   Intermediate Glassblowing 
Fall 2014
Tuesday/Thursday 8am-10:50am Studio Arts Center C145
This schedule is subject to change based on the needs of the class.

This class is a combination of second and third semester glass students.  From this point forward, in reference to the “UTA Mavs,” second semester students will be referred to as “ponies,” and third semester students will be called “stallions.”

The groups will often be treated as two separate classes, with demos and assignments that fit accordingly.  I reserve the right to adjust these assignments based on individual student performance.

Week 1 

           
Cups
        

                        

Ponies: Your 1st assignment will be to make three matching cylinders.  Cylinders will be 
graded for individual quality as well as students ability to replicate the object. I 
will introduce you to the “double dip” and encourage you to work thinner, hotter 
and faster.

Stallions: Your 1st assignment will be to make three optic cups with lipwraps.  I will 
demo how to properly use the optic ridge mold.  Shapes are to your discretion, 
however I will require to see a drawing first, and I will expect you to have a 
drawing on hand during production

Color talk/ buy your color

Week 2 


Cups cont’d





Begin color demos

Week 3 





             


1st project due: Thursday September 11

Ponies: Introduce sphere, cone, reverse cone.  Your 2nd assignment will be one of each.

Stallions: Bottles!!!  Your 2nd assignment will be two bottles, one optic - one not.  Again, 
I must see drawings at your bench during production.

Week 4 



             





continue 2nd projects

More color demos

Coldworking demos

Week 5 

                                                


 
2nd projects due Thursday September 25th

3rd assignment: Vessel with topper.  Assignment is same for both groups, however I do 
expect an elevated level from stallions.  Students will first draw their ideas and 
discuss them with me.  Students are welcome to use any methods that they have 
been introduced to.  Color, bits, optics, handles, imagery, sculpted elements, etc 
will all be encouraged.  Topper is expected to fit perfectly, both physically and 
visually.  Extra points for creativity, simply completing the assignment will only 
insure an “average grade” of a C

Week 6 

Handles, Bits, 
Feet


            


demo, demo, demo
Week 7 

    More Fun Stuff


            


3rd project due Thursday October 9th

Your 4th assignment will be a surprise!!!

Week 8 




             



 
demo, demo, demo
Week 9        

        
                                                             


4th projects due Thursday October 23rd

5th assignment: Make a piece of art using glass.  Should be thought-provoking in a way 
that it incites intelligent dialogue during our critique.  Very open ended, I want 
you to 
use your strongpoints from other medias as well as this media that we 
have been exploring.  Think and draw prior to your execution, your choices will 
be evaluated accordingly.  Expert craftsmanship is expected.  A 250 word typed 
artist statement is also required.

Week 11 

       
Production line



            
Week 12 


Bowls




            

I will be looking at your bowls and giving a minor grade accordingly
Week 13, 14 and 15           Work on Projects






Week 16
                    Critique Project 





 

Critique of 5th project
In addition to this schedule, students will also be required to do a minor research project and give a short presentation based on their research.  A list of artists will be distributed: students are expected to choose an artist from the list, or speak with me if you would like to research someone else in particular, research the artist and their work, then develop a short powerpoint presentation to share this research with the class.  Choices of artists and presentation slots will be on a first come/first serve basis. The goal is to strengthen confidence and gain experience presenting in front of a group.  

