Professor NICK WOOD

· Office: STUDIO ARTS CENTER – Building C -141, RM.141D/E

· Office Telephone #: 817 272-7329 or 2-0934 classroom.
· Email: nwood@uta.edu  
· Office hours:  TTH 1:130-2:00 pm and by appointment.
Course:  Clay I - Art 3363  SPRING ’15
· Day/Times:  MW: 11- 1:50pm; TTH 2 – 4:50pm 
· Classroom/Studio Location:  Studio Arts Center, C-141, 810 Davis St.
Description of Course:  
This class is an introduction to clay, emphasizing it as an expressive medium while offering you a concise introduction to three dimensional art experiences. Various methods of construction and manipulation of clay are explored through a variety of projects that emphasize the integration of form, design, texture, color, and idea (concept).  Each of the projects explores one or more of the following techniques: pinch, slab, coil building, as well as, additive/subtractive and hollow construction. Each project is structured, yet left open enough for the student to seek creative solutions through problem solving, research, and the development of their own sense of design and imagery. Unique, challenging solutions and attention to a high level of craftsmanship with each of your projects are strongly encouraged and a primary criteria for grading. 

Through these exploratory projects, students are exposed to several types of clays, kiln firings, various techniques of clay and glaze decoration, and the integration of color, surface, and form.  The course also may include occasional field trips to exhibits, as well as, an ongoing visual introduction to historical and contemporary ceramic arts through slide lectures and videos.

Student Learning Outcomes:
A series of projects in this introductory clay class will develop skills evidenced & assessed through objects created by students with their hands & tools by completion of this course:  

1) Students will be able to create stamps to apply textures onto clay surfaces.

2) Students will be able to apply textures, both relief and incised, onto clay surfaces with a diverse number of tools and develop unique tactile, textural forms.
3) Students will be able to form clay with their hands using the “pinch method”.

4) Students will be able to work shape solid clay forms prior to hollowing them out.
5) Students will be able to construct enclosed clay forms with slab & coil methods. 
6) Students will be able to construct multi-shaped forms using “additive building and attaching processes”, as well as, subtractive building processes.

7) Students will be able to apply Raku glazes and kiln fire them to a finished work.

8) Students will be able to create clay forms using the “pinch/coil building process”.
9) Students will be able to apply and differentiate Low and High temperature glazes and recognize the unique effects available in combining color with form.

10) Students will be able to create clay forms using the “slab building processes”.

11) Students will be able to integrate, attach and combine clay shapes that were formed using different construction processes, together into larger single forms.
12) Students will have enhanced skills to create and analyze three dimensional form.
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Requirements:

· Prerequisite: Art 1306 or college equivalent 3D design credit.

· Students must have all supplies and materials required for class by MW 1/26 & TTH 1/27.
· Students must follow safety requirements below. 

Safety :
· No open-toed shoes are allowed when working in the studio. 

· Approved N95 dust masks must be worn when you are using sprayed or dry ceramic materials.

· Latex or rubber gloves are required for handling glaze materials.

· Follow all safety signs posted within classroom facility.

· No headphones used during class time.

Textbook / Course Materials: 

· No required Text. (See syllabus attachment for suggested reference materials). 

· Course Materials, Clay order, purchase of materials: (See syllabus for required tools, clay, and the purchase of materials. Clay Order handouts on 1st days of class)
 Projects & Critiques:
There will be a series of 4 assigned projects during the semester and one extra credit project. Each project introduces you to new processes and challenges your skills and imagination. Project due dates are assigned with each project’s handouts, often supplemented with demonstrations and/or images. There will be “wet critiques” on these due dates. Students are strongly encouraged and therefore responsible for seeking help and advice on projects whenever needed.
· Midterm grade evaluations given on current status of clay projects and fulfillment of grade evaluation criteria on this syllabus – MARCH 2 – 4  MW/TTH classes
Because of the inherent nature of clay and its multiple processes, a Final critique, scheduled during finals week at the end of the semester, will review, critique, and evaluate all of your “finished” assigned projects for the Final grade. 

· Final Critiques will be held on all assigned finished projects and grade evaluation criteria on this syllabus on MAY 11-13  MW/TTH classes. 
Project # 1 – Two open forms visually related and one unique bowl form, both using the pinch forming method. Due wet: MW-2/9 &  TTH-2/10.(approx.) 
Project # 2 - Two unique hollow enclosed forms w/ multiple volumes. One using the pinch and add forming processes and the other using solid/hollowing out methods. Due wet: 2/25 MW & TTH 2/26 (approx.)

Project # 3 - Two related, unique forms incorporating multi-chambered volumes as a set using coil-forming methods. Due wet:  3/31 TTH & 4/1 MW (approx.)
Project # 4 – Multi-chambered forms combined into single form using soft & hard slabs – 
Due 4/16 (last day to work wet).   
Extra Credit Project # 5: (optional)TBA.
page 3 - Clay I Syllabus / Prof. Nick Wood
Grading policy:
            
CLASS REQUIREMENTS AND GRADE EVALUATION CRITERIA:
1.  Attendance is mandatory! (See Attendance Policy for details). 
2.  Arriving on time for class and not leaving classes early.

3.  Your determination to achieve a high level of craftsmanship is important in the evaluation of your projects. Sustained efforts in problem solving & creative solutions will become visually evident in each of your "finished" projects and ultimately will effect how they are finally graded.                              

4.  All your projects completed on due dates.

5.  Your full participation in class, in raku firings, and in class critiques.

6.  Cleaning up your work areas/tables etc., at the end of each class, or working session, because this is a multiple class, shared workspace.

7.  All work completely finished for the end of the semester's Final Critiques. "Finished" means a work meets & exceeds the project requirements and has been fired and colored/decorated. Each unfired,  incomplete, or missing assigned project will lower your overall grade one letter. To be finished, all projects must be glazed or painted.  At least 1 project must be Raku glazed. At least 1 project must be High fire glazed, and at least 1 project must use LowFire glazes.
GRADING :  No Incomplete Grades will be given. Your final grade will be based on the combination of how well you fulfill all the above criteria. Students are expected to keep track of their performance throughout the semester and seek information and guidance from the instructor if their performance drops below satisfactory levels. 
A = Excellent, exemplary body of work.  B = Good, effective efforts indicated. C= Average/Fair effort.  D = Below Average/Passing.  F = Failure to meet the requirements of class, missing Final critique, excessive absences.

Attendance Policy:  
    Four absences, excused or not, will lower your overall grade 1 letter grade.

    Five absences, excused or not, will lower your overall grade 1 ½  letter grades.

    Six absences, excused or not, will lower your overall grade 2 letter grades.
    Seven absences, excused or not, will lower your overall grade 2 ½ letter grades.

    Three arriving late or leaving class early will count as one absence.

    Excessive absences may result in a failing grade.                                                    
    (Any emergency situation should always be discussed with your Professor) 
E-Culture Policy:  Email communication can not take the place of missed project handouts, demonstrations, slide presentations, critiques, absences, or class announcements. Check www.uta.edu/email for University policy & your University assigned email accounts. Faculty/Student email communication must be via UTA assigned email accounts only. Responses to email during the week may take several days due to high email volume and faculty schedules. Weekend emails may not be 
responded to until the following week. 
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Required Tools & Materials for Clay I - 3363
· One-gallon plastic bucket with handle

· Five-gallon plastic bucket with handle (for recycling clay).

· Ruler (12" - 15") (plastic or metal)

· 10 Plastic garbage bags (garbage can size) + 5-10 "twisties" + 5 small “baggies”.

· Spray "mist" Bottle

· Kitchen Fork / and  a Surform  Shaver ( i.e.# 21-115)

· Rolling pin:  10 to 15" wooden w/ handles

· Brushes: 1/8", 1/4", 1/2", 1", 1-1/2", with no residue of oil/ lacquer based paints.
· 1 Plywood board. 3/4" thick (no thinner) no less than 20" x 20" to a 24" x 24" maximum size. One side smooth (no knot holes), Exterior grade/glue. AC (Cabinet Grade) or BC grade plywood. Not warped. ***
· Sketch pad for Drawings; and a Folder/Binder for syllabus, assignments, handouts & notes.

· Studio clothes - It is very hard to stay clean in the studio.  Shop aprons or overalls are best.  Rubber / latex gloves are needed when handling wet glazes. No open toed shoes in studio.
· Paper towels (as needed during semester) + 2-3 dust masks (as needed for spraying)
· Small plastic lidded containers (3-4)

· Plastic cups (4-5)

· ‘Sharpie’ marking pen

· 1 Lock for a locker to store tools, clay etc. 
· 1 Fettling or pottery knife (stiff blade)

· 1 Clay tool kit by Kemper Tools

· 1 “serrated” edged metal rib tool

* The clay tool kit, fettling knife, serrated edged rib tool, and 75 lbs. of clay must be purchased from Trinity Ceramics Supply in Dallas. 

Clay needed:

25 lbs Grande clay    (Raku and High Fire Clay)

25 lbs Red Stoneware w/grog    (High Fire Clay)

25 lbs Low-fire white modeling clay    (Low Fire Clay) 
***Each student will be loaned one additional board (blue edged), for use during the semester. It will be labeled with your name & semester, with marking pen on masking tape on both sides. It is to be returned sponge-cleaned at the end of the semester.
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CLAY SUPPLY COMPANIES:
Trinity Ceramics Supply, Inc.  (good selection of all materials)

9016 Diplomacy Row

Dallas, TX

(214) 631-0540

Open:  M-F  8:00 - 5:00pm

For:  Clay, glazes, underglazes, casting slip, tools, raw materials, and books.

OTHER UNDERGLAZE, GLAZE , DECORATING MATERIALS  SUPPLIERS
American Ceramic Supply (good selection of underglaze & glazing materials)

2442 Ludelle St.

Fort Worth, TX  (Check for current hours) @ 817 535-2651
CERAMIC REFERENCE BOOKS:
Hands in Clay ( 4th or 5th Edition) - Charlotte Speight, John Toki

The Craft and Art of Clay (4th edition)- Susan Peterson

Images in Clay Sculpture - Charlotte Speight - Alfred Publishing Co.

Make It In Clay-A Beginner’s Guide to Ceramics – Charlotte Speight, John Toki

Working With Clay – Susan Peterson – Prentice Hall

CERAMIC ART &  ART MAGAZINES 
(in the Art and Arch. Library and Clay Studio at UTA)

Ceramics Monthly

American Craft

Art in America

Art News

Artforum

Flash Art
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University Statements:

Americans with Disabilities Act: The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of all federal equal opportunity legislation, including the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). All instructors at UT Arlington are required by law to provide "reasonable accommodations" to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Any student requiring an accommodation for this course must provide the instructor with official documentation in the form of a letter certified by the staff in the Office for Students with Disabilities, University Hall 102. Only those students who have officially documented a need for an accommodation will have their request honored. Information regarding diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining disability-based academic accommodations can be found at www.uta.edu/disability or by calling the Office for Students with Disabilities at (817) 272-3364.

Student Support Services Available: UT Arlington provides a variety of resources and programs to help students develop academic skills, deal with personal situations, and better understand concepts and information related to their courses. Resources include tutoring, major-based learning centers, developmental education, advising and mentoring, personal counseling, and federally funded programs. For individualized referrals to resources for any reason, students may contact Maverick Resource Hotline at 817-272-6107 or send a message to resourses@uta.edu or view www.uta.edu/resources for more information. 

Final Review Week:  A period of five class days prior to the first day of final examinations in the long sessions shall be designated as Final Review Week. The purpose of this week is to allow students sufficient time to prepare for final examinations. During this week, there shall be no exams/tests or scheduled activities 

such as required field trips or performances; and no instructor shall assign any themes, research problems or exercises of similar scope that have a completion date during or following this week unless specified in the class syllabus. During Final Review Week, an instructor shall not give any examinations constituting 10% or more of the final grade, except makeup tests and laboratory examinations. In addition, no instructor shall give any portion of the final examination during Final Review Week. In addition, instructors are not required to limit content to topics that have been previously covered; they may introduce new concepts as appropriate.
Electronic Communication Policy: UT Arlington has adopted MavMail as its official means to communicate with students about important deadlines and events, as well as to transact university-related business regarding financial aid, tuition, grades, graduation, etc. All students are assigned a MavMail account and are responsible for checking the inbox regularly. There is no additional charge to students for using this 
account, which remains active even after graduation. Information about activating and using MavMail is available at http://www.uta.edu/oit/cs/email/mavmail.php.

In addition, all email communications between faculty and students must only be thru the use of MavMail and faculty UTA email accounts.

Student Feedback Survey: At the end of each term, students enrolled in classes categorized as “lecture,” “seminar,” or “laboratory” shall be directed to complete an online Student Feedback Survey (SFS). Instructions on how to access the SFS for this course will be sent directly to each 
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student through MavMail approximately 10 days before the end of the term. Each student’s feedback enters the SFS database anonymously and is aggregated with that of other students enrolled in the course. UT Arlington’s effort to solicit, gather, tabulate, and publish student feedback is required by state law; students are strongly urged to participate. For more information, visit http://www.uta.edu/sfs.
Drop Policy: Students may drop or swap (adding and dropping a class concurrently) classes through self-service in MyMav from the beginning of the registration period through the late registration period. After the late registration period, students must see their academic advisor to secure a drop form to drop a class or withdraw. Undeclared students must see an advisor in the University Advising Center. Drops can continue through a point two-thirds of the way through the term or session. It is the student's responsibility to officially withdraw if they do not plan to attend after registering. Students will not be automatically dropped for non-attendance. Repayment of certain types of financial aid administered through the University may be required as the result of dropping classes or withdrawing. For more information, contact the Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships (http://wweb.uta.edu/aao/fao/).
Academic Integrity: All students enrolled in this course are expected to adhere to the UT Arlington Honor Code: I pledge, on my honor, to uphold UT Arlington’s tradition of academic integrity, a tradition that values hard work and honest effort in the pursuit of academic excellence. 
I promise that I will submit only work that I personally create or contribute to group collaborations, and I will appropriately reference any work from other sources. I will follow the highest standards of integrity and uphold the spirit of the Honor Code. Instructors can employ the Honor Code as they see fit in their courses, including (but not limited to) having students acknowledge the honor code as part of an examination or requiring students to incorporate the honor code into any work submitted. Per UT System Regents’ Rule 50101, §2.2, suspected violations of university’s standards for academic integrity (including the Honor Code) will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. Violators will be disciplined in accordance with University policy, which may result in the student’s suspension or expulsion from the University.
Emergency Exit Procedures: Should we experience an emergency event that requires us to vacate the building, students should exit the room via one of two marked exits and move toward the nearest SAC exit, which is located at the NW Gate left of the clay studio. Faculty members and instructional staff will assist students in selecting the safest route for evacuation and will make arrangements to assist handicapped individuals.

Title IX: UT Arlington is committed to upholding US Federal Law Title IX” such that no member of the UT Arlington community shall, on the basis of sex, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any education program or activity. For more information, visit www.uta.edu/titleIX
