RESEARCH METHODS IN CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY

Anth 210; Spring 2009
T.Th. 2:30-4:20; 305 Briggs Hall

Amy R. Speier, 343 Briggs Hall

Department of Anthropology; Lawrence University 
Phone: (920) 832-6810; Email: amy.speier@lawrence.edu

Office Hours: T.TH. 11-12, or by appointment

COURES GOALS

By the end of this course, students will be able to:

· Conduct ethnographic research

· Write fieldnotes, conduct participant observation 

· Analyze their ethnographic materials

· Write ethnographically, using fieldnotes and other interview material as data

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course is an introduction to ethnographic research, also known as “fieldwork”.  We will explore methods shared by cultural anthropologists and other social scientists (survey/questionnaires, formal interviews, life histories, focus groups, etc.) as well as those more distinctive to ethnographic fieldwork (informant-based research, participant observation, fieldnote writing, etc.).  We will begin by considering two contrasting approaches to ethnographic research: the scientific method and the hermeneutic method.  Then, through a combination of reading, discussion and the first-hand experience of conducting an ethnography project, students will practice various ethnographic techniques used by cultural anthropologists.  In the final part of the course, we will discuss the intimate relationship between ethnographic research and ethnographic writing.  Throughout the course, we will pay particular attention to the politics and ethics of fieldwork.

TEXTS: Required Books

Michrina and Richards

1996
Person to Person: Fieldwork, Dialogue and the Hermeneutic Method.  Albany, NY: SUNY Press.
Robben, A. and Sluka


2006
Ethnographic Fieldwork: An Anthropological Reader.  Blackwell.
Russell, Bernard H.

2002 Research Methods in Anthropology: Qualitative and Quantitative 

Approaches.  Walnut Creek, CA: AltaMira Press (4th edition).  

Course Reading Materials that are chapters from books have been placed on reserve in the library.  Go to: 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND FORMAT

Students are expected to have the readings completed on the day they are listed on the syllabus.  Class participation counts for fifteen per cent (15 %) of your grade.  Students are expected to turn in assignments when they are due; any late material will be marked down one grade for every day that it is late.  Students are expected to come to class on time, and if they are over ten minutes late they will be marked absent.  More than two unexcused absences may result in a lowering of the class participation grade.  

Students will conduct a term-long ethnographic project.  Over the course of the term, students will complete four (4) short reports based on fieldwork assignments – each counting as 10 % of your final grade.  These short reports factor into the ethnographic project involving fieldwork with an off-campus community (or sub-community) of which you are not a member.  Thorough fieldwork involves conducting fieldwork session (including site observation, participant observation, administering interviews and surveys) at least once, but preferably, twice a week.  The experiences and results of these fieldwork sessions are to be systematically logged in fieldnotes/ interview notes.  The final ethnographic paper that you write based on your fieldwork will count as 25 % of your grade.

Finally, in tandem with these notes, students will keep a reflection journal recording thoughts and concerns about the readings and research experience.  Reflection journals will be turned in weeks 4, 6, and 9, and will be worth 10% of your final grade.  You may combine field notes and reflections in the same journal notebook, devising an organization to keep the two analytically separate.


Class Participation

15 %


Assignment #1-4

40 % (10 % each)

Annotated Bibliography
10 %


Final Journal


10 %


Final Ethnographic Paper
25 %

SCHEDULE
Proposal Assignment

April 9th  




Assignment #1

April 16th 




Assignment #2

April 28th 




Annotated Bibliography
May 5th 







Assignment #3

May 14th  


Assignment #4

May 21st 


Final Ethnographic Paper
 
CLASS POLICIES


Assignments that are turned in late will be marked down one grade for each day that it is late.  If you are absent more than two times for this course, your participation grade will receive a “0” for class participation that day.  Tardiness beyond ten minutes of class time will count as an absence.


The University’s Honor Code is maintained in this class room.  Students must sign and acknowledge the honor code on every assignment and exam that is completed for this course.  
If you have any disabilities, please contact Academic Services on campus at 864-8248 or via email at dss@eckerd.edu in order to arrange any requests for completing course work. Appropriate accommodations can only be arranged through that office and may not be made retroactively. 

CAMPUS EVACUATION


If for any reasons, Eckerd College is evacuated, students who leave campus for stays of overnight or longer should bring their texts, notes and syllabus so that they are ready to continue their course work. In such an event, check your Eckerd email from your off-campus location and continue with the course work according to the syllabus and as delivered via the college intranet (my.eckerd.edu).

WEEKLY SCHEDULE

WEEK ONE: 

ORIENTATION


T.3/31

Discovery Anthropology
Th. 4/2

Science vs. Hermeneutics


Reading: Bernard Ch 1-2, M&R Ch.1-2
WEEK TWO:

GETTING STARTED
T.4/7
Methods: Field Data and Reflection

Reading: Bernard Ch. 3, M&R Ch. 3-4

Th. 4/9

Ethics: Design and Ethics Discussion



Reading: Bernard Ch. 6, 8; Fluehr-Lobban
PROPOSAL ASSIGNMENT DUE

WEEK THREE
PARTICIPANT OBSERVATION

T. 4/14

Personal and Interpersonal
Reading: M&R Ch. 6

Th 4/16
Distance and Emotions



Reading: Bernard Ch. 13, 15, Scheper-Hughes



ASSIGNMENT #1 DUE

WEEK FOUR

FIELDNOTES
T. 4/21
Field Data & Reflection

Reading: Bernard Ch. 14; Jean Jackson; EFS 1-3
Th. 4/23
INTERVIEWS



Interview Schedules



Reading: Bernard Ch. 9




JOURNAL DUE
WEEK FIVE

Anthropological Sources


T.4/28

Class meets in Library



Reading Bernard Ch. 4



ASSIGNMENT #2 DUE  

Th. 4/30
Dialectics of Interviewing



Reading M&R Ch. 4, Spradley
WEEK SIX

LIFE HISTORY

T. 5/5

Private Illuminates the Social



Reading M&R Ch. 10-11; Anderson & Jack, Borland



JOURNAL DUE


Th. 5/7

MIDTERM READING PERIOD




ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY DUE

WEEK SEVEN
SURVEYS AND FOCUS GROUPS

T. 5/12

Surveys



Reading: Bernard Ch. 10-12
Th.5/14
Focus Groups

Reading: Morgan Ch. 3-5

Guest Lecture: Mark Jenike

ASSIGNMENT #3 DUE IN CLASS
WEEK EIGHT
MAKING MEANING
T.5/19
Reflection, Synthesizing & Analyzing

Reading EFS Ch. 4-5; Bernard Ch. 16
Th. 5/21
Writing as Meaning Making

Reading EFS Ch 6, M&R Ch. 7, Bernard Ch 17

Guest Lecture: Peter Peregrine



ASSIGNMENT #4 DUE IN CLASS
WEEK NINE

WRITING THE ETHNOGRAPHIC TALE

T. 5/26

Writing Ethnography



Reading: M&R Ch 9, EFS Ch 7

Th. 5/28
Writing Ethnography



Reading: Van Maanen Ch. 1-5, Ginsberg, Rosaldo




JOURNAL DUE
WEEK TEN

PEER REVIEW PRESENTATIONS
T. 6/2
Presentations
Th. 6/4

Presentations


FINAL PROJECT DUE 6/11, 8:30 am
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